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The  Battle  of  Midway,  a decisive  engagement  of  World  War  II  In  the  Pacific,  was  also 
of  major  importance  In  naval  history.  Following  the  precedent  set  In  the  Battle  of 
the  Coral  Sea,  Midway  was  fundamentally  an  air  action.  Japan's  objective  was  to 
extend  her  eastern  frontiers  through  the  seizure  of  the  Midway  Atoll,  and  decisively 
to  engage  the  American  Navy  under  conditions  favoring  Japan,  with  the  Aleutians 
operation  as  a diversion  posing  a threat  to  Alaska.  The  United  States  intent  was  to 
end  the  Japanese  threat  to  Hawaii  and  Japan's  offensive  action  in  that  area  and  to 
reestablish  the  balance  of  naval  power  in  the  Pacific.  The  outstanding  American  naval 
strategical  and  tactical  victory  confirmed  the  Allied  concept,  while  Japan's  heavy 
losses  forced  her  to  adopt  a defensive  role  and  to  change  her  fleet  organization, 
emphasizing  carriers  over  battleships.  .Utilizing  knowledge  gained  from  both  Japanese 
and  Allied  sources,  this  analysis  introduces  the  preparations  and  plans  of  both  sides 
as  a preface  to  the  particularized  account  of  the  actual  battle  operations  for  Midway 
and  the  Aleutians.  Thereafter  the  effects  and  lessons  of  the  Battle  of  Midway  are 
considered.  The  final  section  of  the  volume  consists  of  diagrams  of  the  various 
stages  of  the  battle,  reflecting  the  events  that  occurred  within  each  time  frame; 
records  of  these  events  accompany  each  diagram. 
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FORCTOKD. 

1<  This  analysis  of  tha  Battle  of  Midway,  including  the,  Aleutian  campaign, 
was  prepared  by  the  Navel  War  College,  It  is  based  on  information  from  both 
Allied  and  Japanese  souroes  whioh  is  wider,  more  complete,  and  more  up  td 
date  than  that  available  to  writers  on  this  subject  up  to  this  time., 

2.  Complete  information  from  all  eouroes  was  not  avallabla  tovthe  Naval 

War  College,  This  ia  eapeoially  true  oonoeruing  Japanese  information.  Orders 
appear  to  have  been  iisued  after  the  abortive  Midway  operation  that  all 
referonoee  to  the  defeat  at  Midway  were  to  be  dnloted  from  war  diariea  and 
similar  papers,  fortunately,  however,  all  ocmmands  did  not  comply  with  this 
direotive  in  its  entirety,  so  that  oertain  key  information  whioh  ahould  have 
been  deleted  was  available  for  thia  analysis.  For  the  above  reasons  new  faots 
and  oiroumstanoea  may  ooae  to  light  from  time  to  time  whioh  may  changes  some  of 
the  analyses  produoed  herein, 

3.  The  Battle  of  Midway  was  one  of  the  deoisive  naval  battles  of  World  War 
II,  It  was  the  first  real  teat,  following  the  Battle  of  the  Coral  Sea,  of  the 
laseone  learned  in  that  aotlqn,  .and  It  was  the  first  test  in  a great  fleet 
aotion  of  both  Allied  and  Japanese  strategical ‘ and  tactical  oonoepta,  as  well 
as  of  the  oombat  ability  of  the  various  oommanders.  The  pages  of  hietory  have 
invariably  revealed  defeats  in  oommnnd,  aud  it  would  have  been  astonishing  had 
•uoh  defeots  not  appeared  in  an  aotion  of  this  eoope, 

4.  As  a result  of  battle  laseone  learned,  and  as  quiokly  applied,  the  ability 
of  the  Navy  to  oonduob  wurfnre  steadily  Improved,  As  time  went  on  the  leaaon 
•o  often  forgotten— that  the  test  of  battle  is  the  only  test  whioh  proves  the 
oombat  ability  of  Commander!  was  relearned.  The  ability  or  the  laok  of  ability 
of  the  various  Commanders  in  the  art  of  war  became  apparent.  Valor  alone  wae 
shown  to  bo  insufficient,  for  valor  ia  not  an  attribute  of  only  one  rare,  but 
la  an  attribute  and  a heritage  of  many  races.'  The  indispensable  qualification 
for  oommand,  the  art  of  war,  waa  shown  to  be  the  ability  in  oombat  to  apply  the 
•oienoe  of  war  to  aotiv'e  military  altuations, 

6,  The  present  senior  offioers  of  the  Navy  are  well  aware  of  the  reasons  for 
ohangea  in  established  doctrines  and  in  the  development  of  new  onee.  But  this 
oannot  neoessarily  bo  aaid  of  the  Commanders  of  the  future,  who  very  probably 
will  bo  inexperlenoed  in  oommand  in  war, 

6.  Finally,  all  comments  nnd  oritioisms  are  deaigned  to  bo  oonetruotive. 

By  indicating  what  appear  to  be  sound  and  unsound  decisions,  and  the  apparent 
reasons  for  arriving  at  them,  it  is  hoped  to  provoke  earnest  thought  among 
prospective  oommanders  and  thus  to  improve  professional  judgment  in  oommand. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The  Battle  of  Midway  wee  one  of  the  more  important  naval  battle*  of 
hlatory.  It*  pattern,  In  many  feature*,  was  strikingly  ilmilar  to  that 
of  the  Battle  of  the  Coral  Sea.  In  thi*  action,  a*  well  as  in  the  Battle 
of  the  Coral  Sea,  weather  played  an  important  role  and  seriously  affeoted 
the  outoome. 

In  oertain  salient  features,  the  Battle  of  the  Coral  Sea  was  • 
prototype  of  the  Battle  of  Midway,  in  the  Coral  Sea  aotion,  which 
preoeded  Midway  by  one  month,  the  Japanese  fought  far  from  their  home- 
land, They  approached  in  a number  of  widely  separated  groups.  They 
sought  to  draw  the  Amcrioan  oarrier  force*  into  a disadvantageous 
position,  and  there  to  destroy  them.  The  Coral  Sea  aotion  inoluded  a 
secondary  operation  at  Tulagi, 

In  the  Battle  of  Midway,  the  Japanese  ropeated  the  pattern  of  these 
previous  operations  on  a vaster  soale.  This  time,  Midway  replaoed  Port 
Moresby,  the  Aleutians  replaoed  Tulagi,  and  a sizable  Amerlotn  Fleet  op- 
posed in  place  of  merely  an  Amerioan  oarrier  task  force.*  The  battle  waa 
fought  between  carrier-based  airoraft  on  the  Japanese  side  and  a oombl na- 
tion of  land-based  and  carrier-baaed  airoraft  on  the  Amerioan  side.  Midway 
was  essentially  an  air  aotion  in  whloh  the  battle  was  daolded  by  air  power 
without  gun  action  taking  plaoe  between  surfaoa  units. 

This  battle  was  the  direct  result  of  the  desire  on  the  part  of' Japan 
to  extend  her  frontiers  over  more  to  the  east,  which  oouf  Hoted  with  the 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  derjy  this  further  expansion. 

The  Japanese  hoped  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  Japanese  mainland  from  air 
attack  by  raiding  forces  similar  to  the  Doolittle  raid  on  Tokyo**,  and  to 
draw  the  Amerioan  Navy  into  a decisive  naval  engagement  under  conditions 
highly  favorable  to  Japan.  The  United  States  hoped  to  remove  the  threat 
to  Hawaii  and  the  West  Coast  of  the  United  States,  to  put  an  end  to 
Japanese  offensive  aotion  in  that  area,  and  to  restore  the  balanoe  of 
naval  power  in  the  Pacific,*** 

Japan  was  Influenced  in  her  decisions  by  the  ease  with  whioh  her  Army 
and  Navy  had  completed  their  Initial  operations.  In  four  months  she  had 
conquered  vast  areas  inoluding  Wake,  Ouara  and  Rabaul,  and  had  driven  Allied 
foroes  out  of  Burma,  She  was  also  strongly  lnfluenoad  by  the  Doolittle 
raid  of  18  April,  1942,  on  Tokyo,  which  attack  took  place  at  the  very  time 
her  planners  were  dlsousalng  new  operations  for  their  successful  forces. 

The  effeot  on  these  planners  of  this  sporadio  attaok  was  profound.  As  a 
result  of  these  dlsousslons  in  Tokyo,  Japan  initiated  a new  plan  whioh 
provided  as  an  initial  move  an  advanoe  into  tho  Solomons  and  Port  Moresby, 

•battle  ol*  floral  Sea-Anaiyiloal  Study  by  tfsval  War  College,  1847,' 

•♦Summary  Report,  Paoifio  War,  USSB3,  July  1948,  page  3, 

***U«S.  Navy  at  War,  1941-1945,  Ofl'iolal  Report  by  Fleet  Admiral  Erneet 
J,  King,  U. S. N, , page  49, 


New  Guinea.  This  move  was  to  be  followed  by  a further  advance  into  Hew 
Caledonia,  Samoa,  and  the  Fiji  lalanda,  and  by  operation*  to  capture  Midway 
and  to  occupy  temporarily  the  Aleutian*.  Many  of  thus*  objective*  had  been 
set  forth  in  previous  plan*.  It  is  quite  evident  that  had  these  move*  been 
successfully  accomplished,  the  lines  of  communication  between  the  united 
States  and  Australia  would  have  been  definitely  out,  advanced  staging  areas 
west  of  Pearl  Harbor  would  have  been  effectively  denied,  and  the  balance 
of  naval  power  then  existing  in  the  Paoifio  would  have  been  upset.  This  the 
United  States  oould  not  permit.  It  therefor*  was  necessary  for  her  to  attempt 
to  turn  baok  the  abovs  movements  even  though  her  training  and  production 
programs  were  not  yet  adequate  to  properly  support  suoh  operations. 

The  Japanese  apparently  expected  their  operations  in  the  Coral  Sea  to  be 
■uoosssful,  for  on  May  Sth  Imperial  Headquarters  issued  the  orders  for  the 
Midway  and  Aleutian  operations,  thus  aotivating  the  third  phess  of  the  basis 
plan  ahead  of  the  second  phase.  They  did  this  despit*  the  fsots  that  Tulagi 
had  been  attacked  by  carrier  baaed  aircraft,  and  that  the  operations  for 
oapturing  Pert  Moresby  by  asa  had  bean  seriously  jeopardised  due  to  the 
presenoe  in  the  area  of  an  American  carrier  foroe. 

After  the  Battle  of  the  Coral  Sea  tha  Commander-in-Chief  Combined  Fleet 
issued  on  May  12th  his  operation  order  for  the  Midway  operation.  On  May  18th 
Imperial  Headquarters  issued  orders  for  th*  capture  of  New  Caledonia,  Fiji, 
and  Samoa,  thus  aotivating  th*  seoond  phase  of  the  baaio  plan.  The  Japanese 
at  this  time  evidently  considered  that  their  operations  In  the  Coral  Sea  had 
been  advantageous,  even  though  they  had  not  aucoeeded  in  oapturing  Port 
Moresby,  They  appear  to  have  believed  that  thay  had  sunk  the  SARATOGA  and 
YORKTOWN  on  May  Sth,  and  had  drawn  two  additional  oarriera  into  the  area  on 
May  14th.  On  that  date  the  11th  Air  Fleet  reported  contacting  an  Amerioan 
Task  Foroe  of  two  CY,  four  CA,  and  six  DD  bearing  098°  (T),  diatant  446  miles 
from  Tulagi,  Thiu  was  TF  16  commanded  by  Yioe  Admiral  W,F.  Hal  soy,  USN, 
which  had  been  sent  to  support  TF  17  In  the  Coral  Sea  area,* 

Japanese  information  received  sinoe  the  surrender  of  Japan  Indicates  it 
is  quits  possible  that  th#  strongest  pressure  for  the  movements  above  referred 
to  oame  from  the  Doolittle  raid.  The  oombat  narrative  "The  Battle  of  the 
Corel  Sea"  states i "Air  bombing  of  Tokyo  and  the  other  Japanese  oenters  of 
war  industry  on  April  18th,  while  oheerlng  was  only  a nuisanoe  raid."  Fleet 
Admiral  King  has  statedi  "Whatever  the  damage  inflicted  by  theso  bombers,  the 
attaok  was  stimulating  to  morale,  whioh  at  that  time,  considering  the  surrender 
of  Bataan  and  the  situation  in  general  in  th*  Far  East,  was  at  a low  sbb", 

Thsre  seems  to  havs  bean  no  serious  reason  for  this  raid  other  than  that  it 
was  a "nuisanoe"  raid,  and  that  the  publio  morale  needed  stimulating. 

In  addition,  ths  Tokyo  raid,  by  firming  tha  plar  to  attack  Port  Moresby, 
had  tli*  overall  effect  of  forcing  the  Amerioan  Command  to  send  a vital  portion 
* of  the  Amerioan  means  available  for  Paoifio  operations  to  ths  Coral  Ssa  area 
to  assist  in  denying  to  the  Japanese  further  expansion  in  that  area.  The 
Amerioan  means  available  so  ssnt  consisted  of  two  uavrJ'.rs,  the  HORNET  and 
ENTERPRISE,  These  were  to  join  the  LEXINGTON  and  YORKroWN  already  in  th# 

TmTlSr  OTTryTTZayTS,'  T94?. 
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irit«  Had  American  Intel ligenoo  bean  less  eorreot  than  it  proved  to  be, 
thia  divaraion  of  the  main  strength  of  the  Amorioan  Paoifio  Fleet  night  have 
had  disastrous  raaulta,  and  the  Japanese  Uidway  operationa  might  have  auo- 
oeadad.  Fortunately,  Aaerioan  intelliganoa  waa  exoallant.  Information 
oonoarning  Japaneaa  movement*  waa  received  in  time  to  permit  the  recall 
of  all  American  carrier*  to  the  Hawaiian  area,  and  thu*  to  have  them 
available  for  action  in  the  Battle  of  Uidway, 

A Brief  Narrative  of  the  Battle  of  Midway 

The  order  iasued  on  May  12th  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  Combined  Fleet 
for  the  Uidway  operation  made  effeotiv*  the  Japauete  plan  to  expand  their 
peripheral  defenae*  to  the  eaatward.  This  plan  aaiembled  the  Combined  Fleet 
for  the  purpose  of  aelsing  Uidway  Atoll,  at  the  weitern  extremity  of  the 
Hawaiian  Chain,  and  Xiaka  and  Attu  in  the  Aleutian  Chain,  The  seizure  of 
Uidway  was  th*  primary  objective  of  thia  operation  plant  the  seizure  and 
temporary  occupation  of  Kitlca  and  Attu  was  a secondary  objective.  Both 
operations  war#  intimately  related.  Th*  Aleutian  operation  was  to  be  in 
the  nature  of  a diversion.  Th*  attaok  on  Dutoh  Harbor  was  designed  to 
ooour  one  day  earlier  than  the  Uidway  operation  in  order  to  oonfuse  the 
Amerioans  and  to  upset  their  plans.  However,  the  basio  motive  of  the 
Japanese  Gommander-in-Chisf  by  these  operations,  was  to  prsoipltate  decisive 
fleet  aotion  off  Uidway, 

The  Japaneae  planned  the  above  operationa  with  the  utmost  seoreoy* 

However,  th*  American  Commander-in-chief  Paoifio  Fleet,  CINCPAO,  possessed 
an  extraordinary  intelligence  system  whioh  informed  him  of  the  projeoted 
movements  of  the  Combined  Fleet  and  of  the  Uidway  and  Aleutian  operationa 
in  partloular.  This  information  included  their  air  and  surfaoe  strength) 
their  objectives i the  direction  from  whioh  Japanese  foroes  would  strike) 
and  the  approximate  time  of  attaok. 

On  th*  bails  of  this  information  G1NCPA0  strengthened  th*  defenses  of 
Uidway  and  the  Aleutian  area.  He  ordered  additional  air  and  naval  foroea 
to  reinforoe  the  present  looal  forces)  instituted  700  mil*  patrol  plane 
searches  in  the  western  semioirol*  from  Uidwayt  and  generally  prepared  to 
resist  tha  enemy**  advano*  by  all  msana  within  hia  power.  He  rushed  hie 
three  oarriera  with  their  supporting  oruiaers  and  destroyers  baok  from  the 
Solomon  Islands  area  and  aent  them  to  the  Uidway  area  to  form  hi*  striking 
Force, 

Ueanwhlle,  the  Japanese  Combined  Fleet  was  closing  both  Uidway  and  th* 
Aleutians.  Its  Commander  hoped  to  aohieve  surprise,  Th*  Combined  Fleet  was 
not  in  one  large  fleet  disposition  but  was  instead  ii.  five  major  surfaoe  foroes, 
three  of  whioh  wore  divided  into  ten  prinoipal  groups  supported  by  land  and 
tender  based  airoraft.  These  major  foroes  were  the  Mobile  Foroe,  th*  Uain 
Foroe,  the  Occupation  Foroo,  the  Northern  Foroe,  and  the  Submarine  Foroe,  The 
Mobil*  Foroe  consisted  of  four  oarriers  with  supporting  battleships,  oruisers 
and  dostroyers,  Th*  Uain  Foroe  consisted  primarily  of  one  airoraft  oarrier  with 
seven  battleships  and  supporting  oruisers  and  destroyers.  One  of  the  battleships 
was  th*  flagship  of  th*  CinC  Combined  Float,  Th*  Occupation  Foroe  consisted 
primarily  of  the  transports  with  supporting  battleships,  oruisers  and  destroyers. 
These  three  forces  were  in  the  Midway  area.  The  Northern  Foroe  consisted  of 
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two  amphibious  tMk  group*  and  a oovsring  fore#  of  two  oarriar*  with  th#ir 
supporting  oruissrs  and  destroyers.  This  force  wa*  in  the  Aleutian  area* 

The  Submarine  Faroe  was  deployed  in  both  the  Midway  and  Aleutian  areas  to 
perform  supporting  missions  of  reoonnaiissnoe  and  attack.  A sixth  foroe. 
the  Base  Air  Fore*,  wa*  deployed  principally  in  the  Marshall  Islands. 

The  two  Japanese  carrier  striking  forces  were  to  make  the  initial  blows. 

At  the  time  of  the  air  attaok  on  Dutoh  harbor  on  June  3rd  the  Mobile  Foroe 
was  approaohing  Midway  to  attack  on  June  4th.  The  American  plan  called  for 
these  oarrier  attacks  in  the  Midway  area  to  be  countered  by  the  Striking  Foroe 
stationed  about  325  miles  north  of  Midway  and  supported  by  land  end  tender 
based  aircraft  at  Midway  and  by  submarines.  It  oalled  for  the  attaoks  in  the 
Aleutian  area  to  be  countered  by  lsnd  and  tender  based  aircraft  based  in  the 
Aleutians,  and  by  submarines. 

The  first  air  attaok  by  Japanese  planes  on  Juris  3rd  against  Dutoh  Harbor 
accomplished  little  damage  of  military  importance.  A seoond  attaok  launohed 
on  the  seme  day  against  Amarioan  dastroysrs  in  nearby  Makushin  Bay  was  driven 
off.  Meanwhile,  e Midway  search  plane  had  made  a oontaet  on  the  Japanese 
Oooupation  Foroe  which  was  approaohing  Midway  and  was  about  630  miles  to  ths 
westward  of  that  plaoe.  Thio  foros  was  attaoksd  by  Army  horitontal  bombers, 
but  the  attaok  wae  uneuooessful. 

During  the  following  day,  June  4th,  the  Japanese  attaoksd  both  Midway 
and  Dutoh  Harbor  in  strength  employing  air  power  almost  entirely.  These  at- 
taoks wars  quite  sUooeaaful  and  did  considerable  damage.  Nevertheless,  ths 
Amerioan  oarrier  baaed  air  in  the  Midway  area  tuooeeded  in  destroying  the 
four  Japanese  first  line  oarrlera  of  the  Mobile  Foroe  and  in  foroing  the 
Japanese  to  retire  and  oanoal  the  Midway  operation.  In  accomplishing  this 
ths  Americans  lost  on*  first  line  oarriar  to  Japanese  oarrier  baaed  air. 

The  Midway  phase  of  the  aotion  continued  for  two  more  days  and  resulted  in 
the  sinking  of  one  Japanese  heavy  orulser  and  the  damaging  of  one  heavy 
orulaer  and  of  two  destroyers  all  by  air  power.  The  action  ended  on  June  6th 
whan  the  Amerioan  foroea,  because  of  a shortage  of  oil  and  fatigue  of  pilots, 
were  foroed  to  retire.  The  Aleutian  operation  was  more  successful  than  the 
Midway  operation.  The  Japanese  seised  both  Attu  and  Xiska,  established  them- 
selves thsrs,  and  began  developing  the  lelands  as  bases. 

As  a result  of  this  aotion  ths  Japanese  lost  four  airoraft  oarrier*,-  one 
heavy  oruleer  and  243  airoraft,  reoeived  heavy  damage  to  one  hesvy  cruiser  and 
light  damage  to  one  tanker  and  two  destroyers.  The  Amerioan  losses  were  on# 
oarrier,  one  destroyer  and  162  airoraft. 

This  battle  deprived  the  Japanese  Navy  of  a large  and  vital  portion  of 
its  powerful  oarrier  striking  forosj  it  stopped  the  Japanese  expansion  to  the 
seat i it  rsstored  the  balance  of  power  in  the  Faolflo  whioh  thereafter  steadily 
shifted  to  the  Amerioan  aidei  it  removed  the  threat  to  Hawaii  and  to  the  West 
ooast  of  the  United  Stateei  and  it  greatly  improved  the  morale  of  the  Amerioan 
publlo  whioh  had  suffered  severe  blows.  On  the  other  hand,  the  svisurs  of  Attu 
end  Risks  whioh  was  heavily  exploited  by  Japans*#  propoganda  was  helpful  to 
Japanese  morels.  It  had  some  effect  in  foroing  the  United  States  to  exptl  the 
Japs’,,eee  from  the  Aleutians  at  the  same  time  that  she  wss  endeavoring  to  counter 
Japanese  operations  in  ths  Solomons. 


CHAPTER  I 
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THE  STRATEGIC  AREA 


The  theater  of  operations  of  the  Battle  of  Midway  embraced  in  eeneral  the 
•aa  araa  within  a aaotor  batwaan  tha  radius  245°  (T)  olookwiue  to  050°  (T) 


from  Midway  Atoll.  Thaaa  radii  extended  for  a distance  of  about  2300  milaa 
and  inoludad  all  of  tha  Alautiana  to  tha  wsat  of  Dutoh  Harbor  and. the  Japanese 
outlying;  baaaa  in  tha  Kuriles,  Bonina,  Eastern  Carolines,  Marshalls,  ’/fake  and 
Marous  islands.  This  was  a gigantio  araa  in  whioh  island  positions  both 
supported  and  were  supported  by  the  araa  fleets.  Tha  area  of  decisive  aotion 
was  confined  to  a sector  of  680  mile  radius  within  this  larger  araa,  with  a 
diversionary  aotion  off  the  Aleutian  ohaln  of  lalands  about  1700  miles  north 
of  tiiidws.y. 


The  theater  of  operations,  therefore,  was  a vast  expanse  of  open  ooaan 
and,  exoopt  for  the  Aleutian  chain,  wau  entirely  unhindered  by  large  land 
masses.  There  was  ample  room  for  large  naval  task  foroa  operations. 


Two  prlnoipal  ourrents  exist  in  this  area,  One,  the  Japan  Stream,  a 
current  of  warm  water,  passes  olose  to  eastern  Japan,  then  turna  eastward 
and  becomes  the  Northeast  Drift,  It  pas  sea  about  600  miles  south  of  the 
t Aleutians  and  turns  southward  as  It  approaches  tha  ooaet  of  North  Amariaa, 

* The  other,  thu  Kamchatka,  or  Subarotio  Current,  is  a current  of  oold  water 
whioh  paasea  from  Baring  Strait  to  a point  midway  down  the  Kurile  ohein, 
then  curves  northeastward  to  pass  between  the  Japan  Stream  and  the  Aleutians, 
The  ourrents  are  unusally  strong  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Aleutian  Islands, 
attaining  a velocity  of  8 knots. 


Central  Paoifio 


The  land  areas  of  the  Central  Paoifio  whioh  ware  affected  by  tha  Midway 
operation  were,  on  the  American  aide,  the  Hawaiian  Croup  embracing  the  major 
Hawaiian  Islands  and  the  lesser  atolls  and  lalands  of  Midway,  Johnston,  Kure, 
Pearl  and  Hermes  Reef,  Prenoh  Frigate  Shonls,  Lisianski,  and  Layaan.  On  the 
Japanese  side  titers  wero  '.Take,  Maroue,  and  the  atolls  and  islands  of  the 
Marshalls  and  Caroline  Croups.  As  the  major  aotion  took  plaoe  near  Midway 
atoll,  it  is  of  interest  to  note  its  distanoe  from  certain  bases  whioh  were 
important  mo  both  the  Allies  and  tho  Japanese  at  this  time. 


Pearl  Harbor 
•Wake  Island 


Indicates 


Japanese  held. 
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•Truk  Island 

2150 

•Omlnato  (Honahu) 

2150 

•Haahirashima  (Inland  Sea) 

2500 

Kiaka  Island 

1450 

Johnaton  Island 

820 

•Marou*  Island 

1660 

•Jaluit  Island 

1635 

•Guam  Island 

2500 

•Saipan  Island 

2150 

Dutch  Harbor 

1660 

Thai*  dlstanoea  are  shown  hara  to  atraas  tha  long  dlatanoaa  involved  In 
tha  passage  of  naval  foroaa  batwaan  tha  principal  plaoaa  of  importano*  In 
thi,a  araa  of  tha  Peoifio,  Thaaa  dlatanoaa  plainly  show  tha  diffioult  logistlos 
problems  whloh  faoad  both  tha  Japan***  and  tha  Amarioana.  Tha  Japanese  vara 
parmlttad  by  tha  alia  of  tha  araa  to  approaoh  Midway  Atoll  In  numerous  groupa 
over  a wlda  aro,  Thia  oomplioatad  tha  Amarloan  raoonnalaaanoa  problam  to  a 
oonaidarabla  dagraa.  Hanoa  a numbar  of  tha  Japanaaa  aurfaoa  ahlp  groupa  vara 
not  looatad  by  Amarloan  aaaroh  aircraft  flying  from  Midway  Atoll* 

Whan  tha  Battle  of  Midway  ooourrad,  tha  naaraat  Amarloan  harbor  auitably 
equipped  for  affootlng  major  repair*  to  a damaged  *hlp,  and  for  docking  a large 
•hip*  wa*  at  Pearl  Harbor-over  1100  mllaa  to  tha  soubheaat  of  Midway  Atoll. 
There  war*,  however,  amall  anohoragaa  in  tha  Hawaiian  ohain  batwaan  Midway  Atoll 
and  Paarl  Harbor  whloh,  although  undeveloped,  oould  be  uaad  in  an  emorgenoy. 
Among  thaaa  ware  Paarl  and  Hermea  Reef  and  Frenoh  Frigate  Shoala* 

Thera  ware  no  baaea  oapablo  of  affaotlng  major  repairs  to  •Japanaaa  ship* 
nearer  than  tha  Japanese  home  islands,  although  there  ware  many  harbor*  in  tha 
Marshall*,  Carolina*,  Bonin*  and  Marianas,  in  whloh  minor  repair*  might  have 
bean  affaotad. 


Northern  Paolflo 


Tha  Aleutian  ooast  line  ia  indented  with  numerous  bay*  and  harbors  in 
many  of  whloh  tha  land  riaaa  abruptly  from  tha  water's  edge.  Thare  are  many 
areaa  suitable  for  email  airfielda,  but  no  axtonaiv*  plain*  or  plateau* , Tha 

•Hotel  indicate*  those  Japaneee-held.  -----  —— - 
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islands  ara  axtremely  mountainous,  mostly  of  voloanio  origin,  with  bold 
ahoraa  having  off -lying  islets,  rooks,  and  raefa.  Their  average  elevation 
la  2000  feet,  with  extremes  of  4000  to  6000  feet.  All  of  theie  leltnda 
were  under  the  American  Flag  until  the  Battlu  of  Midway, 

At  thie  tine  there  were  three  American,  harbor*  almoat  equally  diet  ant 
from  Dutch  Harbor  whioh  were  auitably  equipped  for  effeoting  major  repairs 
to  a damaged  ehip,  and  for  dooking  a large  ship.  The so  bases  were  not  near 
Dutoh  Harbor,  but  were  Instead  about  2000  mile*  away.  One  was  located  at 
the  Navy  Yard,  Pearl  Harbor > on*  at  the  Navy  Yard,  Bremerton,  Washington, 
and  on*  at  the  tlavy  Yard,  Hare  Island,  California.  There  waa  also  a Canadian 
government-oymed  graving  doek  capable  of  handling  large  ships  looatad  at 
Victoria,  British  Columbia.  In  addition  thsra  wers  numerous  harbors  through- 
out the  Aleutian  chain  and  in  Southern  Alaska  whioh,  whilt  equipped  with  littls 
or  no  support  sotivtties,  could  be  used  in  an  emergency.  Among  those  wore  Oold 
Bay  and  Cock  Inlet.  Nearly  all  of  the  Aleutian  Harbors  were  occasionally  subjeot 
to  "will lwaws"— violent  gusts  of  oold  air— whioh  adversely  affeoted  operations 
of  both  surface  ship*  and  airoraft. 

There  were  no  harbors  capable  of  effeoting  major  repairs  to  Japan***  shipa 
nearer  than  the  Japanese  home  Islands,  although  there  were  some  harbors  in  the 
western  Aleutians  whioh,  while  equipped  with  no  support  activities,  might  be 
uaod  In  an  emergency  for  minor  repairs.  It  is  probable  that  Paramushiro  in  the 
Kurile  ohain  might  also  have  been  used  for  repairs  of  a limited  scope. 


HEATHER 
Midway  Area 

Japanese  plans  for  the  Uidwey  operation  took  into  aooount  the  usual 
weather  oonditians  whioh  were  to  be  expeoted  along  the  several  routes  of 
movement.  Sines  the  weather  moves  eastward  from  the  Japanese  homeland, 
actual  weather  oonditions  to  the  north  and  wet.4-  of  Midway  oould  be  prodloted 
accurately  by  the  Japanoee  foreoasters  several  days  in  advanoe.  The  Amwrlowi 
foreoastars,  on  the  other  hand,  without  meteorological  stations  In  th*  north- 
west Paolflo  to  provldt  th*  data  essential  for  forecasting,  oould  not  adequately 
predlot  tha  weather  off  Midway  In  advanoa. 

During  th*  month*  of  May  and  Jun#  frequent  storm  illsturbuno**  either 
form  in  or  travere*  the  area  between  Northern  Japan  and  Midway  Ialsnd.  Thee* 
storms  moving  eastward  are  aooompanisd  by  related  frontal  systems  which  are 
preceded  by  rain,  olouds,  and  areas  of  low  visibility.  Between  periods  of 
atorm  disturbances  frequent  fog  formations  ooour  In  th*  area  commencing  about 
BOO  mile*  to  the  northweet  of  Midway  and  extending  westward  and  northward. 

Behind  the  frontal  oysteias  approaohing  Midway  from  the  west  the  weather  usually 
dears  quickly.  As  the  frontal  systems  approaoh  Midway  they  frequently  dis- 
sipate rapidly,  leaving  broken  low  end  intermediate  clouds  and  raduoed 
visibility  at  Midway  aa  evldenoe  of  their  earlier  existence.  The  surface  winds 
whioh  oiroulat*  counts rolookwts*  around  the  low  pressure  areas  and  olookwiae 
around  th*  high*  In  th*  northern  hemisphere  usually  vary  between  northwest  and 
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southeast  near  Midway. 

During  the  latter  part  of  Hay  and  the  early  part  of  June,  1942,  a large 
high  pressure  area  had  its  center  northeast  of  Midway.  As  this  airuass  was 
nearly  stationary,  it  oaused  the  fronts  to  the  northwest  of  Midway  to  stagnate 
and  those  to  the  west  and  southwest  to  break  up.  There  was  considerable  fog 
to  the  northwest  of  Midway, 

The  aotual  weather  conditions  encountered  by  aircraft  flying  searoh  mis- 
sions from  Midway  on  May  20th  and  21st,  June  1st,  2nd  and  the  morning  of  the 
3rd  were  as  follows) 

(a)  May  30th— Between  bearings  200°  (T)  and  326°  (T)  to  the  limit  of  a 
700  mile  searoh— excellent  visibility.  To  the  northward  of  bearing  326°  (T) 
and  beyond  350  miles  from  Midway— low  visibility  whloh  prevented  adequate 
search, 

(b)  May  31st— Between  bearing  200°  (T)  and  286°  (T)  to  the  limit  of  a 
700  mile  searoh— exoel lent  visibility.  To  the  northward  of  bearing  2B5°  (T) 
and  beyond  300  miles  from  Midway-low  callings  and  reduced  visibility  whioh 
prevented  all  searoh, 

(a)  June  1st— South  of  bearing  270°  (T)  and  to  the  limit  of  a 700  mile 
searoh— excellent  visibility.  To  the  northward  of  bearing  270°  (t)  and 
beyond  a distance  of  300  ipilek— poor  visibility  beoause  of  fog  whioh 
prevented  ell  searoh. 

(4)  June  2nd— Excellent  visibility  with  the  exoeptlon  of  areas  between 
292°  (T)  and  316°  (T)  am!  beyond  400  miles— where  reduoed  visibility  prevented 
thorough  search, 

(e)  June  3rd— Excellent  visibility  exoept  beyond  400  miles  to  the  north 
northwost. 

The  direotlon  of  the  wind  is  of  importance  in  any  naval  operation.  It  is 
particularly  important  in  operatluns  when  carrier  aircraft  are  used  as  the 
major  weapon.  Whan  the  wind  is  blowing  from  ths  snsmy,  a carrier  commander 
desiring  to  close  the  distance  is  not  delayed  by  launohing  and  reoovery  of 
aircraft  operations.  If  on  ths  other  hand,  he  should  desire  to  open  the 
distanoe,  his  rate  of  opening  would  b-’  reduoed  by  the  neoessity  to  alter 
course  into  the  wind  for  conducting  air  operations.  Also  if  the  strength 
end  direotlon  of  the  surface  winds  necessitate  higher  speeds,  the  expenditure 
of  fuel  oil  increases  rapidly,  and  utore  frequent  fueling  with  its  attendant 
time  lose  beoomes  neoessary. 

On  June  4th  the  surfaoe  winds  in  the  vioinity  of  the  fronts  to  ths 
northwest  of  Midway  were  variable,  Nearer  Midway  tho  surface  winds  under 
influence  of  the  northeasterly  high  pressure  ares  were  from  the  southeast. 

This  was  generally  advantageous  to  ths  Japanese  by  permitting  their  oarrler 
foroes  to  oloae  their  objeotive  when  steaming  into  the  wind,  oonduoting  air 
operations.  It  was  disadvantageous  to  the  Americans,  as  they  had  to  turn 


Ul  Wwli  >*•*/ 


away  from  the  enemy  when  launohing  and  recovering  aircraft,  thu»  sacrificing 
time  and  fuel  in  closing  the  enemy. 


WBATHBR 
Aleutians  Area 

Weather  in  the  Aleutian  area  is  oool,  humid  and  cloudy.  The  area  is 
•ubjeot  to  frequent  cyclonic  storms  and  heavy  squalls,  and  to  snow  in  the 
winter  and  fog  in  the  summer.  It  is  noted  for  the  rapidity  of  its  general 
weather  ohanges,  as  well  as  for  the  way  weather  varies  in  adjaoent  localities. 
It  is  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  to  encounter  ssvsrsl  types  of  weather  while 
making  a 60-mile  flight. 

During  May  and  June  the  weather  in  the  Aleutians  is  in  a stata  of  trans- 
ition from  the  winter  oonditlona  of  severe  ioing,  frequent  gales,  and  low 
clouds  to  the  summer  conditions  of  fogs,  end  low  stratus  clouds.  In  this 
season,  most  of  the  storms  move  direotiy  through  the  Aleutians,  causing 
extremely  variable  winds  and  weather.  Although  the  flying  conditions  of 
spring  end  fall  are  highly  treaoheroue,  they  are  still  better  than  those 
in  winter  and  in  oummar. 

Weather  in  the  vicinity  of  Dutch  Harbor  from  86  May  to  31  May  1948 
was  generally  oloudy.  The  height  of  the  olouds  varied  from  2000  to  4000 
feet,  surface  winds  varied  from  south  to  westi  velocities  4 to  1?  knots. 
Visibility  was  generally  good.  Thera  was  no  fog. 

On  June  1 and  8 tha  approach  of  a front  from  the  west  and  its  subsequent 
passage  through  the  Dutch  Harbor  area  oausad  ovaroast  skits  with  low  oeilings, 
rain  and  rsduoad  visibility.  This  mads  flying  conditions  generally  unsatis- 
factory. 

Tha  weather  map  for  0100  (4-12)  3 June,  1948,  showed  a low  pressure  area 
. oantared  400  mllas  dua  eaat  of  Dutch  Harbor,  Another  low  pressure  oenter  was 
located  about  160  miles  northwest  of  ATTU,  Both  of  these  low  pressure  srsas 
had  relatad  fronts  which  were  moving  easterly,  Hetweon  the  twu  low  pressure 
trees  and  between  thair  related  frontal  systems,  there  was  a wedge  of  high 
pressure.  Showers  and  low  ceilings  were  characteristic  of  the  weather  as- 
sociated with  the  low  pressure  areas,  and  relatively  clear  weather  was 
associated  with  tho  wedge  of  high  pressure  where  flying  conditions  were 
average  exoopt  in  isolated  fog  areas.  Throughout  the  day  tha  weather  in 
the  region  of  Dutch  Harbor  was  average  for  flying  with  variable  cloudiness. 

The  weather  map  for  0100  (4i8)  4 June,  1948,  showed  a low  pressure  aret 
oentered  just  northwest  of  Dutch  Harbor,  and  its  related  frontal  system  was 
just  to  the  west  of  Dutch  Harbor  muving  oast.  This  low  pressure  area  and  Its 
related  frqntal  systems  were  the  same  ones  that  had  been  in  tha  vicinity  of 
Attu  the  previcua  day,  A second  low  presaure  area  and  frontal  system  watt 
looated  about  360  miles  to  the  west  of  Dutch  Harbor  moving  in  an  easterly 
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direction,  During  the  morning,  the  weather  in  tha  vicinity  of  Dutoh  Harbor 
was  characterised  by  low  cailiags  and  by  raduoad  visibility  dua  to  fog.  By 
1530  tha  first  front  had  pas sad  Dutoh  Harbor,  and  tha  waathar  clear ad  in 
that  ragion.  Overoast  skies  gave  way  to  scattered  clouds  at  3000  foot,  and 
tha  visibility  improved  except  for  fog  in  scattered  areas. 
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CHAPTER  II 

JAPANESE  ABBAWOnffiMTS 
JAPANESE  COMMAND  RELATIONS 


All  of  the  \Jsponese  Fleet*  including  the  Navel  Air  Fleet*,  excepting 
the  China  Sea*  Fleet,  were  under  the  command  of  the  Commander-In-Chief  of 
the  Combined  Fleet,  The  Combined  Fleet  oonsisted  of  the  mobile  fleet* 
whioh  oould.  operate  anywhere  in  any  area,  and  of  the  area  fleet*  whioh  were 
reaponaible  for  and  restricted  to  oertaln  geographical  area*.  The  mobile 
fleet*  constituted  the  main  striking  force  of  the  Combined  Fleet.  The  area 
fleet*  were  normally  defensive  in  character  and  were  generally  unable  to 
take  any  strong  offensive  action  without  assistance  from  the  mobile  fleets.* 

• 

The  Combined  Fleet  was  under  the  direct  command  of  Admiral  Iaoroku 
Yamamoto,  I.J.N.,  during  the  Midway  operation.  It  was  organised  into  six 
coordinate  task  forces  for  this  operationi  the  Carrier  Foroe  (1st  Air  Fleet) 
hereinafter  oalled  the  Mobile  Foroet  the  Main  Foroe  (1st  Fleet)}  the  Oooupa- 
tion  Foroe,  hereinafter  oalled  the  Midway  Oooupation  Force;  the  Northern 
Area  Foroe;  the  Base  Air  Foroe;  and  the  Submarine  Foroe.  The  detailed 
organisation  of  these  task  forces  is  shown  in  Appendix  1.  • 

Admiral  Yamamoto  was  embarked  i>r  the  YAUATO,  the  flagship  of  the  Combined 
fleet  and  part  of  the  Main  Foroe.  He  exercised  command  over  both  the  Midway 
operation  end  the  Aleutian  operation  through  the  oommanders  of  the  prinoipal 
task  foroes  in  the  two  sea  areas. 

Hie  ohain  of  oommand  fallowed  the  surface  fleet  organisation  of  foroee 
from  neoeesity.  However,  in  view  of  the  manner  in  whioh  CinC  Combined  Fleet 
disposed  his  flset,  and  because  of  the  neoeeaity  to  maintain  radio  ailenoe 
en  route  to  the  objective,  each  of  the  more  important  Commanders  in  the  ohain 
of  Command  funotioned  more  or  less  independently.  The  only  way  in  whioh  CinC 
Combined  Fleet  oould  exeroiee  taotioal  oommand  would  have  been  to  break  radio 
silence.  This  ho  wan  reluotant  to  do.  This,  also  hi  a subordinate  Commander* 
were  reluotant  to  do.  The  oonsequenoes  of  such  silenoe  oannot  be  stated.  It 
is  noted,  however,  that  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Mobile  Foroe  remarked  that 
in  an  investigation  made  after  Midway  it  was  disolosed  that  the  CinC  Combined 
Fleet  knew  in  detail  of  the  movements  of  the  American  Striking  Force  off 
Midway,  but  failed  to  send  this  information  to  Commander  Mobile  Force.  Thie 
statement  of  the  Chief  of  Staff  appears  extremely  doubtful  as  no  substantiating 
evidenoe  is  known  to  exist. 

•Japan-Naval  Organisation,  Change  No.ll  to  £i!I  40,  paj;es  5-6.  ~~ 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


All  land  based  air  forces  in  tha  Central  Paoific  area  were  naval,  and  were 
assigned  to  the  24th  and  26th  Air  Flotillas.  These  flotillas  were  subdivisions 
of  the  11th  Air  Fleet,  sometimes  oalled  the  Base  Air  Force,  whioh  was  oharged, 
in  general,  with  the  operation  of  all  shore  based  aircraft  in  the  Paoifio  Ooean 
areas.  The  24th  Air  Flotilla  was  assigned  to  the  liar  shall  Islands  and  Wake 
Island}  the  26th  Air  Flotilla  was  assigned  to  the  Romeland  and  to  Marcus  Island, 
Fighter  units  from  the  26th  Air  Flotilla  were  also  assigned  temporarily  to  the 
airoraft  oarriere  in  the  Midway  and  Aleutians  operations. 

The  landing  foroe  Involved  in  the  Midway  operation  was  the  Seoond  Speoial  • 

Naval  Landing  Foroe  under  the  oommand  of  Captain  Minoru  Ota,  I.J.N.  This  foroe 
was  part  of  the  Midway  Ooeupation  Force,  The  landing  force  involved  in  the 
Aleutian  operation  was  oomposeri  of  the  Kiska  Occupation  Foroe  whioh  was  part 
of  Special  Naval  Landing  Foroa  No,  3,  under  the  oommand  of  Lieutenant  Commander 
Hifuml  Mukal,  I.J.N.,  and  the  Adak-Attu  Occupation  Foroe  whioh  waa  oompoaed  of 
an  Army  battalion  under  Major  S,  Hueumi,  I.J.A.  These  two  Aleutian  Oooupation 
Foroe  commanders  were  not  unified  locally,  but  were,  instead,  direotly  responsible 
to  the  CinC  Northern  Foroe,  through  the  Naval  ohain  of  oommand,** 

From  the  above  it  is  aeon  that  tha  Japanese  oommand  structure  provided  for 
unity  of  oommand.  The  neoessity  for  radio  silence  and  the  wide  dispersion  of 
foroes,  however,  adversely  affected  the  operation  of  this  command  system  until 
that  neoessity  no  longer  obtained, 

INFORMATION  AVAILABLE  TO  JAPANESE  COMMANDERS 

_____  Midwa'y  Wase 

The  Japanese  Commander  believed  that  owing  to  the  "frequent"  defosts  the 
Amerioans  had  suffered  throughout  tho  first  six  monthB  of  the  war,  they  would 
not  have  any  powerful  unit  with  carriers  as  its  nuoleus  in  the  violnity  of 
Midway.  As  events  proved,  this  belief  was  seriously  ir.i  error.  He  also  ap- 
peared to  believe  that  tha  Amerioans  laoked  the  will  to  fight,  but  that  they 
would  oounterattaok  if  the  Japanese  oooupation  operations  progressed  satisfact- 
orily. Both  of  theoe  beliefs  indioate  a strange  psychological  tendenoy  to 
believe  in  the  omnipotence  of  Japan  and  the  superiority  of  Japt.-nso  manh"l 
in  oomparison  with  the  American,  These  beliefs,  whioh  ware  proven  to  be 
fallacious,  were  destined  to  have  an  adverse  effect  on  Japanese  thinking  and 
planning  throughout  the  aotion. 

He  believed  that  American  air  reoonnaiasanoe  planes  operated  daily  to  a 
patrol  radius  of  about  600  miles,  and  that  they  covered  the  area  to  the  west 
and  south  of  Midway  quite  thoroughly,  but  did  not  maintain  a strict  vigil  to 
the  northwest  or  the  north,'**  This  was  also  in  error,  for  tho  American  planes 
from  Midway  flew  a dally  searoh  to  700  miles  and  attempted  to  cover  the  northwest 
and  northern  areas  with  a density  equivalent  to  that  of  the  v„gt  and  south.  He 
also  believed  that  since  about  May  20th,  the  aerial  patrols  at  ML'. /ay,  Hawaii, 
tha  Aleutians  and  Palmyra,  hud  been  more  thorough,  even  under  bad  weather  conditions, 

♦Nav-Memo  No,  14,  pago  1,  ~ 

♦♦Naval  Analysis  Division  V3SBS  Nav-Memo  No,  12, 

***0HI  Review  "Japanese  Story  of  Battle  of  Hliway",  May  1947,  page  5, 
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He  believed  that  th»  enemy  air  strength  at  Midway  oonaiatad  of  two 
aquadrona  of  reoormaissanoe  flying  boata,  one  squadron  of  Army  bombers  and 
one  aquadron  of  fighters,  and  that  this  air  strength  oould  ba  doubled  in  an 
emergency.  Thia  waa  an  excellent  estimate,  aa  there  ware  at  Midway  on  June 
3rd,  two  and  one  half  aquadrona  or  thirty  PBY'a,  one  Marine  fighting  aquadron 
of  twenty  eight  planea,  one  Marine  dive  bosnbinr  aquadrona  of  "thirty  four 
planea,  plua  twenty  one  Army  bombers  (4  3-26  and  1?  3-1?)  and  six  Navy  TBF  planea 
which  had  been  flown  up  from  Hawaii, 

He  believed  that  the  ENTERPRISE  and  HORNET  were  in  the  Paoifio  Ooean,  He 
waa  undecided  as  to  whether  the  LEXINCTOH  waa  auric  or  was  under  overhaul  on  the 
West  Coaat  of  the  United  Statea,  due  to  earlier  torpedo  damage  by  a aubmarine. 

Ke  waa  unable  to  obtain  any  information  about  the  .YASP.* 

He  estimated  the  American  air  strength  in  the  Hawaiian  area,  part  of  which 
oould  be  uaed  for  the  speedy  reinforcement  of  Midway,  was  aa  follows i 

Plying  boata  about  60 
Bombers  " 100 

Fightars  " 200* 

This  waa  not  entirely  oorraot,  but  waa  a reasonable  estimate.  Aotually,  on  May 
31  at  there  were  about  100  PBY'a,  82  bomber a and  2?  fighters.  Although  there 
were  many  fighters  available  in  the  Hawaiian  area,  they  oould  not  be  moved 
rapidly  to  Midway  Atoll,  due  to  the  laok  of  ataglng  fields  between  Midway  and 
Kauai . t 

He  estimated  that  Amerioan  surface  units  in  the  Hawaiian  area  werei 


Airoraft  carriers 
Speoial  carrier* 
Battleships 
Heavy  Cruisers 
Light  Cruisers 
Very  light  oruiaars 
Destroyers 
Submar ire  a 


2 to  3 

2 to  3 
2 

4 to  B 

3 to  4 

4 
30 
25** 


Thia  eatimate  waa  oorraot  with  reapeot  to  large  aircraft  oarrlers,  oruleera 
of  all  types,  destroyers  and  submarines.  It  waa  incorrect  aa  regards  to 
special  oarriers  and  battleships,  as  there  ware  nuns  in  the  entire  Hawaiian 
area.  However,  at  the  time  of  the  battle  there  were  only  8 oruleera  and  14 
destroyers  in  the  Midway  area,  the  other  foroea  having  been  transferred  to 
the  Aleutians, 


He  considered  that  American  submarines  might  be  stationed  in  the  areas 
near  Midway  in  whioh  his  foross  would  have  to  operate.  He  obtained  this 

•ONI  Review  "Japanese  Story  o?  Battle  of  Midway"7Wy  1S'47,'  page  5. 

••Mobile  Foroe  Detailed  Battle  Report  #6,  ONI  Review,  May  1947,  page  6. 
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opinion  from  radio  intellirenee  and  from  bate  reconnaissance  aircraft  baaea 
on  Wake.*  This  was  a oorreot  consideration. 

He  realised  that  the  defenaea  of  Midway  were  strong.  He  believed  that 
Midway  waa  defended  by  various  types  of  level  and  high  anglo  large  oaliber 
guns,  as  well  as  AA  machine  guns,  and  that  the  defending  troops  were 
principally  U.S.  Marines,  This  estimate  was  reasonably  correct.** 

Finally,  he  obtained  oonsiderable  on-the-spot  information  from  submarine 
reaonnaisaonoe.  The  1-169,  for  example,  supplied  intelligence  information  from 
30  May  to  .1  June.  This  submarine  informed  him  that  there  were  no  military 
installations  on  Kure  Island,  and  that  the  patrol  search  planes  left  Midway- 
each  morning  before  sunrise.  It  also  supplied  meteorlogioal  information  con- 
cerning weather  and  sea  conditions,’11** 

Aleutians  Phase 

The  Japanese  wore  engaged  during  Uay  in  obtaining  information  on  Araer4can 
aotivitios  in  the  Aleutians,  For  this  purpose  they  employed  the  seaplane 
tender  K1MIKAJA  MARU  (not  to  be  cunfused  with  KA.’ilKAl/A  VARU,  a seaplane  tender 
in  the  Occupation  Force)  and  its  seaplanou  plus  Suhron  1 on  eoouting  and 
reuonnaiasanoe  missions  in  the  Aleutians,  They  operated  with  dear  weather 
in  the  Dutch  Harbor  ares  from  May  26th  to  May  31st.  From  the  reports  obtained 
information  oonoernlng  the  American  Porous  was  oollated  and  disseminated,**** 

Thu  Japanese  oominander  of  the  Aleutian  forces  therefore  formed  what  he 
thought  to  bo  oorreot  opinions  concerning  tho  American  forces. 

He  believed  that  there  were  considerable  military  installations  in  Dutch 
Harbor  snd  that  the  personnel  thure  were  being  gradually  increased.***** 

However,  he  felt  that  Dutch  Harbor  could  be  easily  oaptured. 

Ho  believed  that  there  were  eome  military  installations  am)  land  defense 
strength^t.  KiBka  and  at  Attu,  and  he  estimated  that  patrol  oraft  were  stationed 
there,*****  This  was  incorreot,  as  only  mobile  aerologicnl  units  were  based 
thero. 


He  estimated  that  there  were  normally  twenty  patrol  planes  and  ten  fi '-liters 
based  at  Dutch  Harbor.  He  obtained  this  information,  in  part,  from  patrol  plane 

*"Extraotso/'  ih'e".''*'? TiTnrToc  of  Air  FloTTT,'  May- July  K-4S,  rare  63,  — — 

**l.!obile  Force  Detailed  Patti.*  Report  f/P,  ONI  Re/iew,  Muy  1D47, 

***Rocorda  of  tho  Converted  Seaplane  Tender  KAhl'lAV.'A  l.'AR’J,  tranola*ion  of  1/DC 
1C0C82,  pHf*e  i , 

• Diary  6th  Flo et-period  1 June-30  June  U'42,  iVDC  160260,  page  6. 

**»**Groater  East  Asia  War -ADC  Document  161074  Group  44,  Item  B4-1,  pnr.o  2.  ■ 


radio  intercepts.  Actually,  there  ware  twelve  patrol  planes  at  Dutch  Harbor 
with  four  more  at  Gold  Bay  and  Sand  Point,  There  were  no  fighters  at  Dutch 
Harbor,  but  there  ware  acne  at  Fort  Qlenn  on  Uirjisk  Island  varying  from  twelve 
to  seventeen, 

Tho  latter  part  of  Key  a submarine  had  sighted  three  honvy  cruiser a, 
two  destroyers  and  throe  patrol  craft  in  the  Kodiak  area  and  one  CA  and  one 
DD  in  the  Adak  area. 

He  learned  through  communication  intelligence  that  after  5 June  five 
enemy  eurfaoe  (hips  would  be  despatched  from  Hawaii  to  reinforce  the  Aleutians,* 
This,  however,  was  only  one  of  the  several  transfers  made  in  lata  Kay  and  early 
June,  At  the  time  Dutch  Harbor  was  attacked  there  were  more  ships  in  the 
Aleutians  than  were  estimatod  by  the  Japanese, 

Finally,  on  June  2nd,  he  received  an  intelligence  communication  disseminated 
by  Imperial  Navy  Headquarters  stating,  "It  stems  that  reinforcement  to  the  oxtent 
of  ie  patrol  planes  had  bean  recently  made.  Thore  are  now  two  squadrons  each  in 
Kodiak  Harbor  and  one  at  Sitka,  Operations  of  patrol  planes  baaed  at  Dutch  Harbor 
are  frequont.  It  is  difficult  to  determine  accurately  the  radius  of  these 
operations,  but  it  seems  300  miles,"** 

A study  of  the  above  intelligence  indicates  that  the  Japanese  had  a fair 
estimate  of  the  situation  In  the  Aleutians,  of  the  location  of  soma  American 
forces  there,  and  of  the  strength  of  the  known  positions.  They  failed,  however, 
to  learn  of  the  nev/ly,  constructed  Army  Airfield  and  ita  assigned  airoraft  at 
Fort  Olenn,  on  Umnak  Island.  This  failure  had  an  adverse  effeot  on  the  conduct 
of  operations  by  Commander  Northern  Foroe, 

A study  also  shows  that  the  Japanese  also  had  a fairly  good  estimate  of  the 
situation  at  Midway,  but  they  made  a deadly  error  when  they  overlooked  the 
American  capability  of  having  oarrier  task  foroes  in  the  Midway  area.  It  was 
thii  error— this  persisting  hope  of  effecting  limited  surprise— that  finally 
led  to  their  disaster. 


JAPANESE!  DISPOSITIONS 

The  Japaneee  Navy,  in  cooperation  with  the  Army  in  carrying  out  the 
directive  from  the  high  command  to  oovor  the  approaches  to  Japan  by  occupying 
Midway  and  the  Western  Aleutians,  made  preparations  for  this  operation,  Wake 
and  Marcus  had  been  fortified  and  reinforced  generally  by  additional  air  power. 
The  bases  at  Kwajalein,  Wotje,  Tarca,  and  other  islands  of  the  Marshall  Group 
which  were  considered  necessary  to  support,  the  defense  of  the  Central  Paoifio, 
were  being  gradually  reinforced  and  strengthened.  Truk  remained  the  great 
bastion  of  the  Central  Paoifio  for  both  Naval  and  air  foroos,  and  here  the 

a'9'reater  East  Asia  'i'ar-Vroc  Document  TSTC7T  Group  44,  Item  B44,  page  "27  " 

♦ ♦War  Rooords  and  Action  Reports  of  DosRon  1,  translation  of  WDO  161711!,  page  8. 
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Japanese  Combined  Fleet  usually  baiad.  For  th#  Midway  operation,  however, 
the  Japaneee  fleet  fitted  out  and  aortiad  from  their  home  bates  as  shown 
on  Diagram  "B". 


f 

*■ 


Japan  had  no  bases  in  the  Aleutian  area,  although  her  bases  in  the 
Kurile  Islands,  and  especially  that  at  Pararaushlro,  ware  muoh  nearer  the 
Aleutian  Islands  than  the  Marshall  Islands  were  to  Midway)  Attu  being  but 
600  miles  from  Paramushiro, 

The  general  disposition  of  airfields,  naval  seotion  bases,  and  submarine 
basns  throughout  the  Central  Paoifio  area  was  as  followsi 

Central  Paoifio 


In  this  area,  with  the  probable  exemption  of  Truk,  there  were  no  bases 
oapable  of  major  fleet  repairs,  although  tender  repairs  oould  be  made  in 
numerous  atoll  lagoons.  The  more  important  bases  with  relation  to  the  Midway 
operation  weret 

(1)  Marous  Island,  which  had  facilities  for  handling  a limited  number 
of  aircraft  on  two  usable  runways.  There  were  no  seaplane 
facilities  and  no  ship  base  faoilities. 

(2)  Wake  Island,  This  island  had  one  runway  in  operation  and  had 
faoilities  for  handling  seaplanes,  but  there  were  no  ship  base 
faoilities. 

(3)  Marshall  Islands. 

(a)  Kwajalein  Atoll,  An  airfiald  of  now  oonstruotion  and  with 
exoellant  facilities  axlsted  on  Roi  Island.  There  waa  also 
a seaplane  baae  and  a submarine  baee  on  Sbeye  Island,  Tha 
lagoon  is  large  and  oan  aooommodate  large  forces,  although 
few,  if  any,  repair  faoilities  wart  available  there. 

(b)  Maloelap,  This  was  usable  ss  a naval  baee  and  had  an 
exoellant  float  anohorage.  There  was  a fine,  nswly-oonstruoted 
airfield  on  Taroa  Island,  and  there  were  seaplane  faoilities 
inoluding  ramps, 

(o)  Wotje,  This  had  limitad  use  at  a naval  base,  and  had  limited 
faoilities  for  supporting  submarins  operations.  It  possessed 
an  excellent  seaplane  base  with  full  faoilities  and  there  was 
an  airplana  base  with  two  large  runways  for  operating  singla 
and  multi-ongl na  land  planes. 

(d)  Jalult.  This  island  was  fortified  and  commanded  an  anohorage. 
There  were  excellent  faoilities  available  for  handling  aea- 
planes, 

(e)  Bnlwetok,  This  is  a good  fleet  anohorage.  Seaplane  and  submarine 
base  facilities  were  available. 

(f)  Other  bases  useful  as  float  anohorages  and  for  seaplane  operations 
were  Bikini  and  Rongelap, 
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Northern  Paolflo  ■.:,’ 

There  were  no  bases  In  tho  Aleutian  iru  which  oould  aupport  tho 
Japan#**  Aleutian  operation.  The  neareet  bate  to  the  Aleutian*  wa* 

Paramu*hiro  Island.  Thi*  island  had  several  seaplane  bases  and  a single 
strip  grass  airfield  for  handling  large  planes,  but  the  facilities  of  this 
airfield  were  United.  It  also  had  a minor  submarine  and  destroyer  base 
established  in  1940.* 


JAPANESE  DEPLOYMENT  LAND  AND  TENDER  BASED 

Timm 

All  land  and  tender  based  aircraft  whloh  supported  the  Midway  operation 
appear  to  have  bean  Navy  airplanes  of  tit*  24th  and  26th  Air  flotillas,  whloh 
were  part  of  the  11th  Air  Fleet.  The  24th  Air  Flotilla  was  oomposed  of  the 
CHITOSE  Air  Oroup,  1st  Air  Group*  14th  Air  Oroup,  and  the  tenders.  KAM0I  and 
GOSHU  MARU.  The  26th  Air  Flotilla  was  oomposed  of  the  KISARA2U  Air  Oroup. 

MISAWA  Air  Oroup,  and  the  6th  Air  Oroup.  The  26th  Air  Flotilla  was  employed 
prinoipally  to  provide  reinforcements  to  the  24th  Air  Flotilla,  and  to  provide 
S3  type  sero  fighters  to  five  of  the  Japanese  airer&ft  carrier*  prior  to  their 
departure  from  Japan, 

The  24th  Air  Flotilla,  as  augmented  by  portions  of  the  26th  Air  Flotilla, 
was  designated  the  4th  Air  Attaok  Foroe.  This  foroe  was  a part  of  the  Base  Air 
Force,  whose  commander  was  in  oomnand  of  all  naval  land  based  aircraft  assigned 
to  the  Combined  Fleet.  The  CRTTOSE  Air  Oroup  became  the  1st  Foroe j the  1st  Air 
Oroup  became  the  2nd  Ftrcej  and  the  14th  Air  Group,  the  3rd  Foroe,  The  surface 
units,  XAM0I  apid  the  00SHU  MARU  augmented  by  the  TACHX KATIE  and  the  PARA1I  MARU,' 
were  designated  as  apaolal  duty  units  employed  In  support  of  the  air  plan. 

The  4th  Air  Attack  Foroe  was  assigned  the  following  tasks i 

(1)  To  patrol  in  the  Marshalls  area  and,  if  oiroumstanoes  required,  in 
the  Wake  and  the  Hilberts  area. 

( 2 ) To  intercept  smd  destroy  enemy  occupation  forces. 

(3  3 To  intercept  and  destroy  *n*‘ay  fleet  units. 

(4)  To  attaok  all  enemy  military  installations  on  Oahu. 

(This  task  #4  envisaged  a long  range  reconnalssanoe  and  air  attaok 
on  Pearl  Harbor  employing  several  multi-engine  seaplanes  and 
submarl nes  acting  as  a tender.  It  wro  planned  for  the  airoraft  to 
, dapart  Wotj#  Atoll,  to  rafual  from  aubmarines  in  the  Frenoh  Frigate 

Shoala , and  than  to  prooeed  to  the  objeotive.  The  plan,  designated 
the  Second  "K"  Operation,  waa  aimilar  in  concept  to  the  first  "K" 
Oparat'.on  whareby  aeveral  bomba  were  dropped  on  Honolulu  on  4 Maroh 
1042,  Due  to  the  preaenc*  of  anemy  aurfaoe  unit*  off  Frenoh  Frigate 
Shoala,  the  operation  was  oanotllsd  on  May  31st,.) 

These  task*  wera  brokan  down  a a follows* 

•Survey  of1  Kurile  Island,  S35-731  iiilltary  Intel  Licence  Service  War  Department, 
Oanaral  staff,  1942,  page  66. 
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1st  Force  To  patrol  northsm  station  of  the  Marshall  Islands  Vaks 
area* 

2nd  Foros  To  patrol  osntral  ssotlon  of  Marshall  Islands* 

3rd  Foros  To  patrol  southern  ssotlon  of  Marshall  and  Gilbert  Islands 

areas  and  to  rsoonnoltsr  Howland,  flaksr,  Nauru,  Oosan  and 
Sllios  Islands, 

KAMO I To  ooopsrats  with  14th  Air  Group  operations  at  Imeji  and 

Wot jo, 

OOSHU  MARU  To  transport  supplies  and  base  personnel  of  14th  Air  Group 
during  Midway  Operation, 

TACHIKA2K  To  perform  air  screen  duties  with  the  3rd  Force,  and  to 
transport  aviation  supplies  and  materials, 

PARAN  MAOT  To  perform  duties  of  transportation  of  personnel  and  supplies 

as  assigned. 

Detachment  To  move  to  Midway  when  directed,  and  to  report  to  Commanding 
of  FIRST  Officer  6th  Air  Attack  Force  basing  there, 
and  THIRD 
Foros, 

In  addition  to  providing  detaohments  to  other  forces,  tho  26th  Air  Flotilla 
was  assigned  supporting  missions  in  defense  of  the  Japanese  Mainland,  A unit 
of  aitaok  land  planes,  numbering  about  twelve,  was  disposed  on  Marous  Island, 
augmenting  the  small  search  and  defense  foros  already  there.  This  unit,  later 
inoreased  by  another  similar  unit,  was  to  perform  search  and  attaok  functions 
oonsonant  with  this  task, 

Tabls  1 indioates  the  assignment  of  aircraft  by  types  to  the  bases  seleoted 
for  use  by  tho  Japanese  in  the  Marshall  Irlands,  and  at  Marous  and  Wake  Islands, 
The  modifications  in  this  deployment  whloh  were  effeoted  in  consequence  of  the 
ohanging  military  situation  prior  to  initial  oontaot  with  the  eneny  are  shown 
as  notes. 

JAPANESE  DEPLOYMENT  NATAL  FORCES 

The  Strategio  Deployment  of  the  Japanese  fleet  at  the  Battle  of  Midway 
was  in  support  of  the  basic  plan  to  seise  Midway  Atoll  in  the  Hawaiian  ohain, 
and  Attu  and  Xlska  in  the  Aleutian  ohain,  and  to  thereby  extend  tho  perimeter 
of  the  Japanese  conquered  areas  to  the  Hawaiian  Group  in  the  east  and  Aleutian 
Group  in  the  north. 


This  deployment  consisted  of  five  major  forces,  three  of  whioh  were  divided 
into  ten  principal  groups,  supported  by  land  based  and  tender  based  aircraft, 
Eaoh  foros  or  group  prooeeded  toward  its  destination  mors  or  less  independently. 


These  foroes  and  groups  wars  the  l.iobile  Fororj  Ha  n Force  with  ita  component 
groups,  the  Main  Group  and  the  Aleutian  Support  Groups  Midway  Occupation  Force 
with  itu  oomponent  groups,  the  Transport  Group,  the  Saoond  Fleet  Group,  the 
Minesweeping  Group,  Seaplane  Tender  Qroup  and  the  Close  Support  Oroup,  the 
Northern  Foroe  with  Its  oomponent  groups,  the  Seoond  Mobile  Task  Group,  the 
Adak-Attu  Group,  the  Kiska  Oooupation  Group;  and  the  Submarine  Foroe, 

Those  foroes  and  groups  were  moving  to  the  eastward  under  the  oover  of 
ship  based  airoraft  present  with  the  foroes  and  also  of  land  based  alroraft 
operating  from  Island  bases  in  proximity.  These  bases  were  on  the  Japanese 
Mainland,  In  the  rioinity  of  Faramushlro,  Marcus,  and  Wake  Islands,  and  from 
Wotje  and  poasibly  other  islands  of  ths  Marshall  and  Carolina  Groups,  This 
air  ooveraga  was  fair  and  provldsd  soma  rsassuranos  to  ths  various  oommandtm 
that  thalr  advanoe  was  being  oovsred  by  frlandly  air  forosa.  However,  duo  to 
the  great  distances  Involved  in  the  Midway-Aleutian  operation,  there  were  largo 
areas  whloh  wers  entirely  unaearohed  by  Japanese  land  based  planes.  These  areas 
were  searched  whenever  possible  by  employing  ship  based  alroraft  other  than 
carrier  types.  The  Japanese  search  doctrine  appears  to  have  been  to  conduct 
aerial  reoonnaissanoe  whenever  praetloable  with  medium  bombers,  flying  boats 
(patrol  planes),  float  planes,  and  ship  based  alroraft  other  than  carrier  based 
types,  Ths  oarrler  based  planes  wers  thus  available  for  striking  in  maximum 
strength  since  none  of  them  need  be  used  for  soouting.  For  this  reason  wo 
shall  see  the  Japanese  Mobile  Foroe  using  primarily  cruiser  based  plsnei, 
augmented  of  necessity  by  two  oarrier  based  planes  to  search  for  American 
surfaoe  forces  at  Midway,  Ths  remainder  of  ths  oarrier  based  airoraft  were 
employed  for  attacking  and  repelling  enemy  foroes. 

This  praotioe  of  using  land  based  airoraft  to  oover  an  area  where  oar- 
rlers  are  operating  Is  sound  and  is  ths  logioal  method  to  be  employed  when 
air  foroea  are  adequate  and  oan  be  relied  upon  to  furnish  the  Information 
required  for  the  seourity  of  the  surfaoe  foroe  Involved.  In  this  cose 
search  coverage  wae  far  from  adequate  for  either  side,  not  only  because  of 
the  limiting  range  of  searoh  airoraft,  but  also  because  of  bid  flying  wenther. 
The  Japancrte  were  experienced  in  the  use  of  oruiser  and  battleship  aircraft 
forsoaroh.  Often,  when  lend  based  airoraft  wers  not  available,  they  employed 
suoh  ship-based  airoraft  in  lieu  of,  or  to  reduce  the  load  on,  oarrler  based 
airoraft. 

The  deployment  of  the  ootr.bat ant  foroes  appears  to  have  been  in  aooordanoe 
with  the  following  direotive  by  CinC  Combined  Floeti 

"Powerful  enemy  foroes  whloh  make  sorties  will  be  met  and  orushed. 
Dispoaltion  of  foroes  will  be  as  shown  on  "separate  Sheet  1".  This 
disposition  will  be  used  unless  opeoial  orders  are  issued," 
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"Separate  Sheet  1"  oalled  for  the  I'-iin  Group  to  bo  600  mile*  to  tho  northwest 
of  tho  Mobil#  Force  j tho  Aleutian  Support  Group  600  mi loo  north  of  tho  Main 
Group)  tho  2nd  Float  500  miles  oast  of  tho  Main  Group)  whllo  tho  2nd  Mobile 
Task  Group  waj  to  bo  300  miles  oast  of  tho  Aleutian  Support  Group.*  This 
placed  tho  2nd  Mobile  Task  Group  about  600  miles  duo  south  of  Dutoh  Harbor. 

Tho  submarines  were  to  man  the  "KO",  "OTSU"  and  "TBI"  lines  of  deployment. 

All  foroos  and  groups  wore  to  be  in  the  above  positions  on  N-day,  Juno  6th, 

Tho  movements  of  tho  foross  prior  to  M-day  wore  directed  towards  tho  ac- 
complishment of  this  plan,  until  tho  of foots  of  Amerioan  ourrior  attacks 
on  Juno  4th  oaused  tho  plan  to  bo  abandoned.  The  basis  of  this  deployment 
appoars  to  further  tho  idea,  so  often  expressed  by  the  Japanese  in  their 
plans  and  in  their  doctrines,  that  ths  bast  method  for  employing  striking 
foross  was  to  adopt  ths  methods  of  fighting  decisive  actions  developed  in 
land  operations.  They  fait  that  tho  pattern  for  decisive  battle  should 
bo  to  out  off  tho  enemy's  retreat  by  bold  turning  and  envelopment,  and  tnen 
to  destroy  him  by  a superior  oonoontration  on  the  battlefield!  pursuit  being 
simply  the  mopping  up  of  a routed  enemy.  To  explain  this,  they  did  not  omploy 
naval  battles  as  examples,  but  rather  employed  land  battles  suoh  as  Cannae, 
Tannenburg,  Leuthen  and  Muktlon,  They  pointed  out  that  with  naval  striking 
foroos,  it  was  possible  to  envelop  by  means  of  taotleel  movements,  suoh  as 
turning  or  flanking  movements  from  ths  existing  approeoh  dispositions  also, 
that  it  waa  possible  to  envelop  by  means  of  strategical  movements j that  is, 
by  the  use  of  foroos  whloh  had  previously  been  disposed  on  exterior  lines, 
end  whioh  were  to  be  converged  on  the  field  of  bettle,** 

The  roaeone  for  assuming  this  strategic  deployment  are  obsoura,  but  it 
Is  believed  that  the  Japanese  apparently  hoped  by  this  deployment  to  be  able 
to  envelop  along  tho  lines  previously  disousssd  any  Amerioan  foroos  whioh 
endeavored  to  rstaks  Midway  from  the  north,  and  to  bo  able,  at  the  same  time, 
to  eupport  the  Aleutian  operations.  It  will  be  noted  that  tha  Japanese  foross 
farthest  north-the  Aleutian  Support  Group  and  tha  2nd  Mobile  Task  Group-had 
3 carriers,  Tha  Mobile  Foroe  farthest  to  the  south  had  four  carriers.  Tha 
Mein  Unit  and  tha  2nd  Fleet  in  tha  oentar  were  entirely  without  carrier  based 
airoraf t.  Nona  of  these  foross  were  within  immediate  supporting  distance  of 
saoh  other,  although  suoh  a spaoing  oould  be  aooompllshed  in  a matter  of  hours. 
This  deployment,  whioh  was  not  based  on  tho  rsoognised  military  faotors  of 
mutual  support  and  taotioal  oonoontration,  mads  it  possible  for  a fast  oarrler 
task  foroe  to  destroy  any  of  those  units  pieoe-meal.  This  is  exaotly  what 
happened  whan  the  strongest  unit,  the  Mobile  Foroe,  was  destroyed  by  the 
Amerioan  Striking  Foroe,  A uisoussion  of  movements  in  the  deployment  of  eaoh 
of  the  Japanese  foross,  groups,  or  units  follows,  (Diagram  B). 
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Mobil*  Foroe 


Th*  Mobil*  Foro*  l*ft  Haahireahima  anohorage  In  Hiroshima  Bay,  pasasd 
through  th*  Inland  S*a  and  Bungo  Suldo  Channel  between  Kyuahu  and  Shllcolcu 
during  the  early  evening  of  May  26th,  and  prooeeded  on  a southeasterly,  ooura* 
at  14  knot*  toward*  ooaition  Lat,  28® -30'  K,,  Long,  137®-36'  2.  (about  4SO 
rail**  aouth  of  Tokyo)  where  It  rendaavouaad  with  ita  logiatloa  aupply  units. 

Upon  arrival  at  thia  point  ooura*  waa  ohanged  to  071°  (T)  and  apead  to  an 
average  of  18.3  knota.  The  Mobile  Foro*  fueled  during  May  Slat  and  June  lat, 
and  completed  fueling  juat  prior  to  entering  thiok  fog.  It  passe*  through  this 
fog  for  two  days,  from  1300  June  lat  until  0200  June  3rd,  arriving  at  Lat.  37°- 

20'  N,,  Long,  171°>40'  about  1330  June  2nd,  while  still  in  the  fog.  Her*  it 

ohanged  ooura*  to  th*  southeast.  During  th*  time  that  the  Mobil*  Foro*  waa  in 
th*  fog,  all  ahips  were  being  navigated  by  dead  reokoning.  No  visual  aignala 
oould  be  employed  during  th*  period.  Bine*  there  seemed  little  likelihood  of 
th*  fog  lifting,  and  as  it  was  neoeaaary  to  ohange  ooura*,  Commander  Mobil* 

Foroe  deoided  to  use  radio  aa  a last  resort.  At  1330  June  2nd,  he  broke  silence 

to  give  a aignal  for  a ohange  of  ooura*  from  071°  (T)  to  126®  (T),  whioh  ohang* 

of  ooura*  appears  to  have  been  made  immediately.  At  163Q,  ooura*  waa  ohanged 
to  130°  (T).  K*  sent  thia  first  aignal  by  long  wave  radio.  This  decision  of 
Commander  Mobil*  Foro*  to  break  radio  silence  when  but  600  mllea  from  Midway, 
waa  a oourageous  on*.  For  th*  entire  Midway  operation  was  one  in  whioh 
maintenance  of  radio  aileno*  was,  neoeaaarily,  of  extreme  importance.  However, 
the  fog  appears  to  have  been  so  dens*  that  it  was  impossible  to  ae*  one  ship 
from  another  in  the  same  disposition.  Commander  Mobil*  Foroe  therefore  felt 
that  breaking  radio  aileno*  was  neoeaaary  to  the  suooesa  of  th*  baslo  plan. 

In  view  of  th*  urgenoy  of  hi  a operations,  auoh  a daoiaion  appaara  to  have  been 
sound,  even  though  it  might  have  cost  him  the  faotor  of  surprise.  Fortunately 
for  the  Japan***,  the  Amerioana  do  not  appsar  to  hav*  intaroented  this  dispatch, 
nor  did  they  obtain  any  bearings  on  it.  This  ia  probably  due  to  the  Taot  that 
the  Japanao*  at  thia  time,  thoroughly  understood  th*  limitation!  of  radio.  In 
this  oase  they  apprently  sent  the  deepatoh  at  low  power  and  after  oarsful 
consideration  of  the  radio  frequency  employed.  It  ie  of  interest  to  note  that 
the  denae  fog  lifted  a abort  timo  after  oouree  had  been  ohanged,  making  visual 
signals  barely  possible.  This  dots  not  appear  to  have  been  due  to  the  now  oourua, 
but  rather  to  a ohang*  in  atmospheric  conditions.  Suoh  are  the  fortunes  of  war! 

The  Japanese  realised  learly  tho  need  for  logistics  support  on  distant 
operations  suoh  as  Midway,  and  supported  eaoh  of  tho  major  task  forces  with 
oilers  and  supply  ship*.  These  logiatlo*  groups  usually  followed  behind  the 
oombatant  unit*  and  oame  under  th*  direct  command  of  the  force  or  group  to  whioh 
assigned.  Japanese  polioy  was  to  refuel  all  ships  at  every  opportunity.  In 
no  oase  was  the  fuel  on  hand  to  bo  permitted  to  drop  below  60JC  of  the  total  fuel 
oapaoity.  Fueling  was  to  be  accomplished  normally  from  oilers,  but  when  within 
enemy  atriking  diatanoe,  or  in  time  of  emergonoy,  th#  smallar  ships  wero  to  ba 
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fueled  from  tho  battleships,  Thir.  is  remarkably  done  to  Americar  practice, 
and  show#  how  good  seamen  in  resolving  problems  or  this  kind  often  arrive 
at  similar  solutions.  In  the  Midway  operations  the  Japanese  also  direotad 
that  all  ships  were  to  be  loaded  with  a three  months’  supply  of  stores,  food, 
and  medical  supplies,  in  addition  to  the  normal  load  of  arms  and  ammunitions,* 

It  is  of  particular  interest  to  note  that  the  Mobile  Force  was  fueled  on 
the  two  days  precodins  the  arrival  in  the  fog  belt.  This  would  indicate  either 
that  a complete  knowledge  of  the  bad  weather  oonditiono  usually  prevailing  in 
the  area  was' available,  or  that  a weather  plane  had  reported  bad  weather  ahead. 
This  latter  thought  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  a weather  plane  was  scheduled 
to  be  employed  on  the  morning  of  June  4th.  Perhaps  one  was  employed  prior  to 
May  both.  The  Japanese  realised  that  fueling  operations  would  be  extremely 
difficult  onoe  this  bad  weather  were  entered.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  oauso, 
suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  Japanese  Mobile  Force  was  fully  fueled  and  ready 
for  battle  by  afternoon  of  May  31st,  at  which  time  it  was  ovor  900  miles  from 
Midway,  and  well  outside  the  estimated  radius  of  the  American  land  based  air 
searoheR  from  Midway. 

Main  Force 

The  Main  Foroo  departed  Hashirashima  May  26th,  and  passed  through  the 
Inland  Sea  and  Bungo  Suido  Channel  Into  the  Paoifio  Conan  during  that  evening. 
Upon  clearing  Bungo  Suido  Channel  a southeasterly  course  was  steered  at  a speed 
of  14  knots  to  Let.  28°-50»  M.,  Long.  140°  E«,  thenoe  easterly  to  Lat.  28°-o0’ 

N.i  Long.  144° -40’  E.,  thenoe  on  course  071°  (T)  towards  Lat.  3B°-00’  N,,  Long. 
166°- 00'  E,,  in  whloh  position  the  Aleutian  Support  Orouk  was  to  be  detaohed, 

Midway  Occupation  Force 

The  Midway  Occupation  Force  left  Japanese  waters  in  a number  of  widely 
•eparated  groups. 

(a)  The  Transport  Group  including  the  Seaplano  roup  and  the  Close  Soreen, 
departed  the  Saipan-Ouam  area  at  about  2040  May  27th,  and  at  a speed  of  12-14 
knots,  and  hoaded  for  Lat.  26-16’  N.,  Long,  176°-40’  E,  Before  reaching  this 
position  at  0000  June  2nd,  oourse  was  changed  to  the  eastward.  This  wus  to 
insure  that  the  transport  group  approaohed  Midway  from  a southwesterly  direction, 
’lesron  2 was  assigned  to  the  tranuport*' for  anti-submarine  protection,  and  was 
designated  the  Close  Soreen. 

(b)  The  Seaplane  Croup  proceeded  with  the  transports,  but  remained  in  a 
loose  formation  in  order  to  operate  its  planes, 

♦ Japanese  IJl»n  of  Operations  and  Supply  in  Pearl  Harbor,  "'Midway  and  Aleutians 
Campaign  \VW(  Japan)  SCAP  10063, 
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(o)  The  Close  Support  Group,  which  lied  left  the  Marianas  in  company  with 
the  Transport  Group,  appears  to  have  been  stationed  about  50-76  miles  ahead  of 
that  group, 

(d)  The  Seoond  fleet  Group  departed  Hashirashima  at  0700  May  28th.  It 
appears  to  have  taken  a position  on  the  left  flank  of  the  Transport  Group  but 
beyond  visual  distanoe. 

(e)  The  Minaawoeping  Group,  less  Subchaser  Division  21,  departed  Saipan 
for  Midway  via  Wake  Island  at  1700  May  25th.  At  1740  May  29th,  when  in  position 
Let,  18°-03*  N.,  Long,  169°-49'  E.,  the  SHOWA  MARU  7 suffered  an  engineering 
oasualty.  As  a result,  the  SHOWA  MARU  7 and  the  SHOWA  MARU  8 whioh  remained 
behind  to  esoort  her,  were  delayed  in  theln  arrival  at  wake.  The  Minesweeping 
Group,  whioh  now  ooneieted  of  TAMA  MARU's  3 and  G only,  arrived  at  Wake  Island 
at  1400  May  31et,  and  at  2000  departed  for  Midway,  At  1C00  June  1st,  Subchaser 
Division  21  esoorting  the  METYO  i.lARU  and  the  YAMAFUKU  MARU  departed  Wake  for 
Midway.  At  0900  June  2nd,  SHOWA  MARU  7 and  8 arrived  at  Wa'.-e  where  they 
remained  until  1500  June  3rd,  when  they  departed  for  Midway.  At  0820  June  3rd, 
the  TAMA  MARU's  3 add  5,  while  on  oourse  062°  (T),  speed  8,  were  sighted  by  an 
American  PBy  in  position  Lat,  24°-30»  N.,  Long,  174°-06'  E.,  whioh  bore  244° 

(T)  from  Midway,  distant  470  miles.*  This  was  the  first  contsot  of  the  3attle 
of  Midway,  but  in  view  of  the  'mall  site  of  the  Japanese  units,  and  of  the 
further  sighting  at  0925  of  the  Transport.  Group  by  other  American  planes,  this 
initial  oontaot  became  relatively  unimportant. 


Northern  Force 

The  Northern  Foroe  left  Japanese  waters  in  three  widely  ueparated  groups. 

(a)  The  Seoond  Mobile  Task  Group  left  Ominato,  Northern  Honshu  on  the 
afternoon  of  May  25th,  and  at  an  average  speed  of  10-11  knots  headed  fur  a 
point  twenty  miles  south  of  the  south  coast  of  Hokkaido,  thenoe  to  a point 
boaring  230®  (T),  400  miles  from  Dutch  Harbor,  This  group  fueled  twice, 
onoe  on  May  31st  and  again  on  June  2nd,  On  June  1st  it  conducted  air  searches 
using  two  Si-plane  sections,  searching  ahead  on  both  sides  of  the  oourse  and 
through  an  aro  of  60°  to  a radius  of  250  miles,  but  with  negative  results. 

This  task  group  belisvod  that  it  heard  American  planes,  and  oertain  observers 
thought  that  they  saw  a flying  boat.  A Japanese  plane  gave  ohase,  but  it  was 
thought  he  lost  the  ao-oalled  flying  boat  in  the  fog.  No  oontaot  was  made  by 
an/  American  soaroh  piano. 

At  about  0060  on  the  morning  of  June  3rd  from  a position  bearing  about 
186°  (T),  diatant  185  miles  from  Dutoh  Harbor,  ths  Seoond  Mobile  Task  Force 
launohed  its  first  air  strike  against  Dutoh  Harbor,  consisting  of  thirty 
six  planes  from  the  RYUJO  and  JUMYO.  This  air  strike  was  in  aooordanoe  with 

•Action  ttopprt  Midway  Operation,  Extraot  translation  Wt>C  16159 SB!}. 
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the  tasks  assigned  the  Seoond  Mobile  Tank  Group  to  be  disouseed  later  under 
"Teaks”.  It  wai  designed  to  oreete  e divereion  to  aid  the  Mobile  Foroe  which 
was  to  attack  Midway  the  following  day.  Due  to  the  po-i  weather  conditions 
en  route  to  the  objective,  only  about  half  of  the  attack  group  reached 'the 
target.  These  were  fouraeotions  of  fourteen  bombers  and  one  section  of  three 
fighters  all  from  the  oarrier  RYUJO. 

Weather  condition!)  in  the  vicinity  of  Dutch  Harbor  were  excellent  for  that 
area.  Visibility  was  good,  with  the  ceiling  at  10,000  feet.  The  attaok  group 
approached  from  the  east,  oircled  the  objective  area,  and  initiated  the  bombing 
approach  from  the  southwest  at  about  0356.  The  firat  section  of  four  bombers 
and  the  second  section  of  three  bombers  attacked  the  oongested  area  of  Fort 
Hears,  dropping  sixteen  bombs.  The  third  section  of  three  bombers  attaoked 
the  radio  station.  The  fourth  section  of  four  bombers  attaoked  the  oil  tank 
form.  All  sections  dropped  their  bombs  from  an  altitude  of  about  9,000  feet. 

The  fighters  attaoked  installations  including  the  oil  tank  form  by  strafing. 

Several  PBY  airoraft  were  heavily  strafed  on  the  water.  Two  of  the  attacking 
bombers  were  shot  down  by  defending  anti-aircraft  batteries.  Two  other  airoraft, 
one  of  which  was  a fighter,  were  damaged.*  The  attack  group  took  departure  at 
0415  forming  up  on  a northwesterly  direction.  They  then  altered  oourse  to  the 
southward,  passing  over  Makushin  Bay  en  route  to  their  oarrier,  where  they  sighted 
five  destroyers  anchored,  and  reported  this  information  to  the  Commander  seoond 
Mobile  Task  Group. 

A second  strike  consisting  of  nine  fighters,  fifteen  bombers  and  four  type 
95  float  scouting  planes**  was  made  ready  for  launching  after  the  departure  of 
the  first  strike.  At  about  0700  on  reoeipt  of  information  that  five  destroyers 
were  anchored  in  Makuahin  Bay,  these  planes  were  launched  to  sink  the  destroyers.*** 
Again  bad  weather  interfered,  preventing  the  aircraft  from  joining  up.  The  planes 
prooeeded  toward  the  objective  in  several  groups.  Two  seaplanes,  the  #2  and  # 3 
pianos  from  the  heavy  oruiser  TAKAO  were  attacked  at  0910  by  about  sir  enemy  type 
P-40  fighters  as  they  passed  Otter  Point.  The  #2  plane  was  shot  down  in  flamesj 
the  #3  plane  escaped  in  the  olouds.***  It  did  not  proceed  on  to  liakuehin  Bay, 
but  returned  to  the  task  group.  Some  fighters  also  encountered  defending  American 
fighters  over  Otter  Point,  and  retired  from  the  area.  None  reached  their  objectives 
in  Mekushln  Bay. 

An  American  PBY  type  searchplane  had  been  sighted  flying  beneath  the  overcast 
and  had  been  auocessfully  attaoked  by  the  oombat  air  patrol  at  about  0500.  The 
burning  plane  had  made  a landing  on  the  water.  Somewhat  later,  at  about  0930, 
the  oruiser  TAKAO  sighted  three  of  the  survivors  in  a rubber  boat,  and  took  them 
aboard  for  questioning  ana  return  to  Japan.*** 

(o)  The  Risk*  Oooupation  Group  (Captain  Takeji  Ohno)  departed  Ominato  at 

•Reports  of  Action  of  (JVL  HYUJO  io  IJavai  board  or  fieri  t-dxtraot  translation  of 
TOC  161733, 

**U.S«  Strategic  Bombing  Survey-Naval  Memorandum  No.  12, 

♦••Records  of  activities  of  Japanese  oruisers,'  CA  TAKAO,  May,  June,  1942- 
Translation  of  WC  160623. 
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1830,  Wny  27th,  for  Paramushiro  To,  At  0800,  tiny  28th,  It  joined  ite  two 
transports.  It  arrived  at  Paramushiro  To  at  2020  Mfcy  31st,  TJhe  a gambled 
force  departed  Paramushiro  To  for  Kislca  at  1557  June  1st, 

C o } Thq  Adak-Attu  Occupation  Group  departed  Omi.na.to  at  1400  May  28th 
for  Lat.  44°  N.,  Long.  178°  W. 

(d)  Commander  Northern  Foroe  in  the  heavy  cruiser  NACHI  remained  ct 
Paramushiro  until  2 June  and  after  that  date  appears  to  have  operated  at  sea. 

Submarine  Fores 

Little  is  know  concerning  the  movements  of  the  Submarine  Foroe  to  ite 
stations  for  the  Battle  of  Midway,  What  information  ie  available  follows t 

. (a)  Midway  area— Japaneae  plans  provided  for  submarines  to  be  assigned 
as  foilowst* 

Subron  3,  initially  composed  of  the  1-169,  171,  174  and  175,  was  to  be 
on  station  on  June  1st  along  "KO"  line  of  deployment  between  geographical 
positions  Lat,  20°-00*  N.,  Long.  166°-20*  W.,  and  Lat.  23°-30»  N.,  Long. 

166°-20'  W,,  as  shown  on  Diagram  D-2.  It  is  assumed  that  these  submarines 
were  on  station.  The  I-16S  departed  Kure,  Japan,  upon  oompletion  of  repairs, 
and  proceeded  independently  by  way  of  Kure  Island  and  Midway  Island  for  the 
purpose  of  reoonnaissanoe.  It  appears  to  havo  remained  in  the  vicinity  of 
Midway  from  June  lat  until  diraotsd  to  at  lack  the  orippled  carrier  YORKTOWN. 

Subron  5,  the  1-156,  157,  168,  150,  164,  165  and  166  was  to  be  on  station 
on  June  1st  between  Lat..  28°-20'  N»,  Long.  l62°-20'  W,,  and  Lat.  26°-00'  N., 

Long,  166°-00»  W,  along  "OTSU"  line  of  deployment.  As  there  is  no  information 
to  the  oontrary,  it  Is  assumed  that  these  submarines  operated  as  planned.  The 
route  along  whioh  they  proceeded  to  their  assigned  positions  presumably  did 
not  concern  the  high  ooimnand,  for  the  submarines  seem  to  have  approaohed  their 
scouting  line  either  from  a northerly  or  southerly  direction.  Apparently  no 
effort  was  made  to  employ  them  as  scouts  on  the  approaoh  to  their  stations. 

Had  they  advanood  in  a soouting  line  along  the  flank  of  the  atoll  chain  linking 
Midway  with  Oahu,  or  had  they  arrived  in  position  two  days  earlier,  they  might 
have  sighted  the  Amerioan  Carrier  Task  Foreos  proceeding  toward  Midway.  (Diagram 
B).  Why  the  Japanese  Submarine  Commander  did  not  properly  estimate  the  situation, 
and  make  provision  for  an  earlier  and  more  complete  employment  of  the  submarines 
is  obscure.  Perhaps  the  thought  that  it  was  not  the  enemy's  intension  to  move 
foroes  north  before  June  1st  oaused  the  error.  It  should  have  boen  apparent, 
however,  that  any  surface  foroe  interfering  with  the  initisl  attaok  on  Midway 

e'Comb'ine’ri  Flee't  OpOrd  No,  14-Ultra  Seoret,  Page  4,  See  Appendix  TTTT  ■ ‘ 
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would  almost  of  necessity  be  forced  to  pass  thane  lines  prior  to  June  1st. 
Actually,  TF  16  crossed  the  "OTSU"  lino  on  the  night  of  29-30  May  and  'fF  17 
on  tha  night  of  31  !.;ny-l  June.  Furthermore,  tmi  routos  moat  likely  to  ba 
employed  by  tha  enemy  In  an’'  reinforcement  activity  for  Midway  were  along 
either  aide  of  the  utoll  chain  from  uahu.  Movement*  of  such  foroos  might 
well  have  indicated  that  perhaps  other  undetected  movements  by  defense 
forces  ware  proceeding,  and  might  well  have  served  to  tip  off  the  Japanese 
Commander  as  to  the  opposition  he  might  encounter.  This  delay  in  stationing 
eubmarines  Is  considered  to  be  a major  flaw  in  the  Japanese  plan, 

Subdiv  13,  eomposed  of  I-1K1,  3.2B  and  123,  was  to  be  employed  in  logistioa 
support  of  a planned  nir  attack  by  fi.,ing  boats  on  Oohu  from  French  Frigate 
Shoals,  The  1-122  was  stationed  off  Lnvson  Island)  the  1-121  and  1-123  were 
stationed  off  Frenoh  Frigate  Shoals.  Saoh  of  these  submarines  carried  40  tone 
of  aviation  gaeoline  and  12  tone  of  lubricating  o4l.  The  submarines  apparently 
had  removed  their  torpedoes,  in  order  to  accommodate  this  cargo.  On  its  ar- 
rival at  French  Frigate  Shoals  on  May  25th,  the  1-121  sighted  an  enemy  seaplane 
tender  and  several  patrol  boats  stationed  there,*  The  Commanding  Officer 
reported  this  information  by  radio.  The  operation  wae  thereupon  cancelled  by 
higher  authority,  although  through  some  failure  the  submarines  concerned  wore 
not  notified.  However,  they  appear  to  have  surmisod  thin  faot,  wiion  the 
participating  airoraft  did  not  arrive  for  servicing.  So  on  May  3lat  they 
oommeuoed  a retirement  to  the  weetward  toward  Luyson  Island. 

The  plan  for  submarine  omploymont  provided  for  the  "HEI"  Hue  of 
deployment  (See  Diagram  II)  but  information  contained  in  a document  oalled 
"Deployment  Method  1",  Separate  Sheet  1",  indicates  that  "HEI"  was  NOT  manned 
at  this  time. 

(b)  Aleutian  Area— The  locations  of  the  1-9,  16,  17,  and  19  are  not 
entirely  olear,  but  it  is  'assumed  that  they  were  along  soouting  lino  "TEI", 
where  they  could  be  advantageously  employed  in  both  reconnaissance  und  attaok. 
The  1-26  and  26  were  stationed  off  Seattle  for  tho  same  purpose. 

JAPANESE  POSITIONS  AT  0926  JUNE  3RD 

The  position  of  the  various  Japanese  foroon  and  groups  at  0926,  June  3rd, 
the  timo  of  the  initial  sighting  by  Midway  aircraft  on  an  important  element  of 
the  Japanese  fleet,  is  summarised  as  follows)  (Diagram  D ), 

(a)  The  Mobile  Foroe  wae  bearing  310°  (T),  distent  600  miles  from  Midway, 

(b)  The  Main  Foroe  wan  bearing  293°  (T),  distant  BOO  mileu  from  Midway, 

(o)  Midway  Oooupation  Foroe 

(1)  Tho  Transport  Group  was  bearing  260°  (T),  distant  650  miloo  from 
Midway, 

• Interrogation  of  CoindrV  Yasho'TujrmarT,'  TOUT  li.R,  Strategic  Gombing  Survey 
Interrogation  NavNo,  108, 


(2)  The  Ssaplnne  Tender  Group  was  in  company  with  the  Transport  Group. 

(3)  The  Sooond  Fleet  Group  of  the  Midway  Oooupetian  Foroe  was  bearing 
264°  (T),  distant  670  miles  from  Midway, 

(а)  The  dineeweaping  Group  of  the  Midway  Occupation  Foroe  was  bearing 
242°  (T),  distant  430  miles  from  Midway, 

(б)  The  Close  Support  Group  was  bearing  259°  (T),  distort  576  miles 
from  Midway, 

(d)  Northern  Force 

(1)  The  Second  Mobile  Taak  Group  was  bearing  IBS0  (T),  distant  about 
130  miles  from  Dutch  Harbor.  This  group  had  lounohed  a carrier 
air  attack  on  Dutoh  Harbor  at  0050  thi a date. 

(2)  The  Adak-Attu  Oooupatlon  Group  was  bearing  240°  (T),  distort  1100 
milee  from  Dutoh  Harbor. 

(3)  The  Kieka  Occupation  Qroup  was  bearing  265°  ( T ) , distant  GOO  miles 
from  Dutoh  Harbor, 

(e)  Submarine  Foroe 

(1)  Midway  Submarine  Oroup  was  variously  located  throughout  the  Midway 
area.  (See  Diagram  3;. 

(2)  Aleutian  Submarine  Group  wae  variously  located  throoghout  the 
Aleutian  area,  (See  Diagram  B). 

Taeks  Assigned 

The  tasla  assigned  these  forces  by  the  Japanese  werei 

(a)  Mobile  Force 

(1)  To  destroy  enemy  fleet  by  decisive  naval  aotion, 

(2)  To  support  the  Midway  Oooupatlon  Foroe  by  air  attacks  on  the 
aircraft,  surface  oraft,  and  base  facilities  of  Midwuy  Atoll, 

(b)  Main  Foroe 

1 1 ) To  destro  * enemy  fleet  by  deoleive  naval  action, 

(2)  To  support  the  Mobile  Foroe  from  a position  to  the  westward, 

(3)  To  support  the  Midway  Oooupatlon  Foroe. 

(o)  The  Midway  Oooupntlon  Foroe 

(l)  To  oapture  and  oooupy  Midway  Atoll. 

(A)  The  Transport  Group 
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(1)  To  transport  th*  landing  fore#  with  naoessary  suppliss. 

(B)  Ssaplana  Tender  Group. 

To  sat  up  a tsndsr  baa*  for  i*aplan*a  at  Kur*  Island. 

(0)  Ssoond  Pl**t  Group. 

To  eover  th*  transport  Group  and  support  landing  opsrationa. 

(D)  Glos*  Support  Group. 

To  oorsr  th*  Transport  Group  and  support  landing  operations. 

(E)  Mins  swapping  Group. 

To  swasp  up  ininas  in  araas  dasignatsd. 

(d)  Tha  Northarn  Poroe 

(1)  To  invade  prinoipal  points  in  tha  Western  Aleutians}  to  destroy 
enemy  installations  there,  and  to  prevent  American  advanoes  from 
tha  north. 

(2)  To  oreats  a diversion  for  th*  Midway  opera  cion. 

' (A)  Second  Mobile  Task  Group. 

(1)  To  o reate  a diversion  for  th*  Midway  operation 
by  raiding  Dutoh  Harbor. 

(2)  To  support  landing  operations  in  th*  Western  Aleutians. 

(B)  Adak-Attu  Oooupation  Group, 

To  oooupy  Adak  and  destroy  installations  there,  then  to 
oooupy  Attu. 

(0)  Kiska  Oooupation  OrouF. 

To  oooupy  Zlska. 

(a)  Submari ne  Poroe 

(l)  To  assist  th*  Midway  and  Aleutian  operations  through  reconnaissance 
and  through  dostruotion  of  enemy  foroes. 

* * * 

It  Is  noted  that  whereas  the  objective  of  the  Midway,  Adak-Attu,  and  Kiska 
Oooupation  Groups  was  essentially  "oooupation" , the  objeotive  of  the  other  foroes 
and  groups  was  "dostruotion"  and  "protection".  The  Mobile  Poroe  was  a typioally 
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highly  mobile  oirrlir  foroe  consisting  of  four  first-line  carriers,  the  AKAiil, 
KAGA,  HI RYU  and  SOHYU  in  one  disposition,  carrying  234  airoraft,  with  a soreen 
of  two  battleships,  the  HARUNA  and  JCIRISHIMA,  two  heavy  oruisers,  the  TONS  and 
CHIKUMA,  one  light  oruiser,  the  UAOARA,  and  twelve  destroyers,  the  NOWAKI , 

ARASHI,  HAOIKAZE,  MAIKAZE,  I30KAZE,  URAKAZE,  HAMAKAZE,  TAJtIKAZE,  KAZAOUMO,  YUOUIO, 
MAKIOUMO  and  AKIOUMO.  There  were  about  fourteen  seaplanes  on  the  oruisers  and 
battleships.  This  foroe  was  self-supporting  and  was  aooompanied  initially  by 
its  own  supply  ships  and  oilers.  The  supply  ships  were  the  SHINKOKU  MARU  and 
the  HOKO  MARU.  The  oilers  were  the  KYOKUTO  MARU,  TORO  MARU,  NIPPON  MARU,  and 
NAICHIRO  MARU. 

The  Mobile  Foroe  appears  to  havs  been  designed  to  Met  any  air  threat  that 
the  Amerioana  night  be  able  to  launoh  against  it.  The  Japanese  information  did 
not  indioate  that  there  was  any  strong  American  carrier  based  air  strength  in 
the  Midway  area.  But  even  though  there  were,  the  Japanese  Mobile  Force  a as 
considered  to  be  in  sufficient  strength  to  destroy  it.  This  task  foroe,  composed 
of  four  first-line  oarriera,  with  what  appeared  to  the  Japanese  to  have  been 
adequate  supporting  ships,  was  a most  powerful  offenaive  weapon.  The  Japanese 
oonfidently  expaoted  it  to  be  successful , The  Japanese  do  not  appear  to  have 
felt  the  need  for  sure  supporting  gunfire  despite  the  lesson  of  the  Coral  Sea, 
where  the  Asurioan  planes  destroyed  the  SHOHO  with  oonparative  ease,  and  where 
they  damaged  the  SHOXAhU  without  suffering  important  [lane  losses*  The  YAMATO, 
MUTSU,  and  NAOATO  were  capable  of  26  knots,  and  would  have  been  an  Invaluable 
addition  to  the  anti-airoraft  defenses  of  the  Mobile  Foroe  beoause  of  their 
powerful  armament.  Although  their  Inclusion  in  the  Mobile  F^oe  nust  have  been 
ooneidered  by  the  Japanese  high  command  in  view  of  the  inolusion  of  both  the 
HARUNA  and  the  KIRISHIMA,  other  considerations  govsrnod  their  plaoement.  The 
Japanese  apparently  desired  to  keep  their  newer  battleships  well  to  the  westward 
of  their  Mobile  Foroe.  The  inolusion  of  the  HARUNA  and  KIRISHIMA  in  the  Mobile 
Foroe  was  apparently  due  to  their  high  speed,  light  armor,  and  relatively  light 
armament,  when  compared  with  the  other  battleships.  The  inolusion  of  the  YAMATO 
would  have' placed  Admiral  Yamamoto  with  the  Mobile  Foroe,  but  this  consideration 
did  not  prevail.  The  Ktobile  Foroe  was  designed  to  be  of  euffioient  strength  to 
oppose  successfully  both  the  oarrier  based  airoraft  available  to  the  enemy  and 
the  airoraft  based  on  Midway.  For  this  latter  purpose  it  appears  to  have  been 
adequate,  but  it  was  not  adequate  to  oppose  suooessfully  the  concentrated  oarrier 
air  strength  with  which  the  Amerioana  might  oppoee  him. 

* * e 

The  Main  Foroe  was  a eurfaoe  foroe  oomposed  of  seven  battleships,  the  YAMATO, 
MUTSU,  NAOATO,  ISE  HYUGA,  FUSO  and  YAMASHXROj  one  airoraft  oarrier,  the  ZUIHOj 
three  light  cruisers,  the  KITAOAMI,  01,  and  the  SENDAI,  plus  16  destroyers,  the 
FUBUKX,  SHIRAYUXI,  HATSU  YUKI.  SHIRAKUMO,  SHINONOME,  USUOUMO,  MURAKUMO,  ISONAMI, 
SHIKINAMI,  AYANAMI,  URANAMI,  A.MAOIRI,  ASAOIRI,  YUOrRI,  and  SAOIRI.  This  foroe 
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was  self-supporting.  It  was  aocompanied  by  one  supply  ship,  the  SACHEMEKT  MARU, 
end  by  three  oilers,  the  NARUTO  i.IARU,  TO  HI  MAHU  end  the  TORA  MARU. 

The  Mein  Foros  was  evidently  designed  to  play  a supporting  role  to  the 
Mobile  Foroe  and  to  the  oocupation  foroes,  As  will  be  shown  later,  the  Japanese 
do  not  appear  to  have  hesitated  In  exposing  the  Midway  Oocupation  Foroe  to  the 
possibility  of  early  oontaot  with  American  planes.  They  appear  to  have  been 
reluotant,  however,  to  expose  their  battleships,  and  kept  them  well  to  the 
westward  of  the  Mobile  Foroe.  The  Main  F^roe  until  June  3rd  was  an  extremely 
powerful  surfaoe  foroe,  assisted  by  oarrier  based  airoraft  in  the  ZUIKO.  It 
should  have  been  able  to  defeat  the  American  Main  Body  had  it  been  moved  against 
it.  However,  on  June  3rd,  it  was  separated  into  two  groups!  one  consisted  of  the 
YAMATO,  MUTSU  and  NAQATOj  the  other,  renamed  the  Aleutian  Support  Group,  oonsistod 
of  the  ISE,  HYUQA,  FUSO,  YAMA:5HIR0,  2UIH0,  KITAOAMI,  01,  and  SENDAI,  plus  the 
fifteen  destroyers  originally  included  in  the  Main  Foroe.  The  YA MA TO -MUTS U-NAOATO 
Oroup,  hereinafter  called  the  Main  Unit,  was  a small,  powerful  surfaoe  foroe 
apparently  without  oarrier  based  air  or  destroyers.  It,  therefore,  beoame  highly 
vulnerable  to  American  oarrier  type  raiding  foroes,  as  well  as  to  submarines. 

The  Aleutian  Support  Oroup  was  rauoh  better  balanced  than  the  YAMATO  group.  This 
appears  to  have  been  because  it  was  designed  to  support  both  the  Aleutian  and  the 
Midway  foroes,  although  its  title  would  indioate  that  its  primary  responsibility 
lay  with  the  Aleutian  area,  Aotually,  it  was  direoted  to  take  station  about  half 
way  between  the  Aleutians  and  Midway,  but  it  was  reoalled  on  June  4th  before  it 
had  reaohed  its  assigned  position. 

The  failure  of  the  Japanese  high  oommand  to  provide  the  Main  Foroe  with  more 
than  one  oarrier  indioates  that  the  Japanese  did  not  expeot  opposition  from 
Amerioan  siroraft  in  the  violnlty  of  this  foroe.  The  Japanese  Estimate  of  the 
Situation  preceding  the  Midway  aotlon  was  based  on  an  inoorreot  oaloulation  of 
possible  enemy  strength  In  the  Midway  area,  especially  in  oarriers.  The 
oaloulation  that  two* three  oarriers  were  in  the  Hawaiian  area,  however,  was 
oorreot.  Perhaps  the  reported  sinkings  in  the  Battle  of  the  Goral  Sea  and  later 
sightings  of  TF  1C  affeotsd  Japanese  judgment  adversely. 

• * * 

The  Midway  Oooupation  Foroe  oonsisted  of  five  groups.  The  Transport  Oroup 
was  oomposed  of  thirteen  transports  and  supply  ships,  NANKAI  MARU,  ZENYO  MARU, 
QOSHU  MARU,  BRAZIL  MARU,  ARGENTINA  MARU.  SEICHO  MARU,  AZUMA  MARU,  KIRISHIMA  MARU, 
KANO  MARU,  #2  TOA  MARU,  KEIYO  MARU,  AKEBONO  MARU  and  the  HOKURUKU  MARU.  They 
were  escorted  by  the  JIHTSU  and  deetroyeri  of  Destroyer  Squadron  Two  plus  three 
patrol  boats  whloh  oomposed  the  Olose  Soreen.  The  destroyers  were  the  KUR03HI0, 
0YASH10,  NATSUSHIO,  HAT3UKAZE,  YUKIKAZK,  AMATSUKAZE,  TOKITSUKAZE,  KASUMJ,  ARARE, 
KAOERO  and  SHIRANUKI,  The  Olose  Support  Oroup  was  oomposed  of  four  heavy  eruisere. 
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KUMAKO,  SC2UYA,  MOOAUI  and  MIKUMA.  aoreaned  by  Tour  destroyers,  ASASHIO, 

ARASHIO,  OSHIO,  and  1HCHI8HI0.  The  Sa apian a Tender  Group  war  oompoaad  of 
two  aaaplana  tandara,  CHITOSE  and  KAMIKAWA  L1ARU,  eaoorfced  by  tha  destroyer 
HAYASHIO  and  by  peirol  boat;  #15*  Tha  Saoond  Flaat  Group  via  oompoaad  of 
two  battleships,  KOI: 00,  HIE  ; four  haayy  orulaara,  ATAOO,  CHOKAI,  HAOURO, 

MYOKOj  ona  light  cruiser  YUKAj  and  a a van  destroyers,  YUDACHI,  MHRASAME, 

HARUSAME,  SAMI 0AM,  ACAGOMO,  MIMEGUMO  HATSUGUMOj  and  thraa  aupply  ahipa, 

Tha  Mlneaweeping  Group  waa  oompoaad  of  minaawaapara  TAMA  MA3U  3 and  5 and 
SHCITA  MARU  7 ard  3 plua  aubohaaara  4,  5 and  6. 

Tha  Midway  Oooupation  Foroe  waa  without  adequate  air  protect ion,  Tha  two 
Seaplane  Tandara  in  oompany  provided  airoraft  for  aearoh  and  anti-aubmarine 

Iaiaaiona,  and  poaalbly  a few  float  plana  fighters  for  air  dafenaai  however, 

thia  waa  far  froa  adequate,  Aa  the  foroa  waa  directed  to  approach  Midway  through 
an  area  in  whioh  the  weather  waa  generally  good  for  flying,  tha  Tranaport  Group 
waa  particularly  vulnerable  to  air  attack,  not  only  from  American  land  baaed 
' pi ana a,  but  alao  froa  Iny  oarriar  baaed  planee  in  tha  area.  The  manner  in  whioh 
the  Midway  Oooupation  Foroa  waa  diapoaad  indloatee  tha  Japaneae  mental  prooeaa 
in  tha  aolution  of  their  military  probleme,  Tha  Japannae  appear  to  have  be- 
lieved that  tha  Midway  attack  would  oome  aa  a aurpriaa  to  the  Americana.  They 
oonaiderad  that  it  waa  the  American  intention  not  to  have  any  powerful  teak 
foroea  with  oarriar*  aa  tha  nuoleu*  in  the  Midway  area.*  Aa  pointed  out  pre- 
. vioualy  they  thought  they  had  aunk  the  SARATOGA  and  YORKTOWH  on  May  8th  and 
that  they  had  sighted  two  additional  oarriara  in  the  South  Paolfio  on  May  14th. 
They  therefore  appear  to  have  felt  free  to  divide  their  foroea  in  any  convenient 
manner  without  any  regard  to  tha  faotora  of  mutual  aupport  and  oonoentration* 

Tha  Saoond  Fleet  Oroup  waa  rarely  nearer  to  the  Tranaport  Group  than  fifty 
I.-'  oil* a to  the  north  or  northweat,  while  the  Gloae  Support  Group  waa  uaually  about 

f-  75  mile*  ahead  and  to  the  eaat,  Why  thia  diapoaition  waa  aaaumed  ia  not  dear, 

y Howevar,  it  may  have  been  that  tha  Japanese  hoped  to  antioa  light  American  aur- 

faoa  forces  to  oloae  aotion  by  giving  them  the  "bait"  either  of  the  Tranaport 
| Group  or  of  tha  Oloee  Support  Group*  Perhaps  tha  Japaneae  hoped  to  draw 

Amerioen  aurfaoe  forces  towards  either  the  Tranaport  Group  or  tha  Cloaa  Support 
( Group,  in  whioh  oaae  thaaa  groups  would  ratira  in  tha  diraotlon  of  tha  Saoond 

v-  Fleet  Group,  Tha  Saoond  Flaat  Group  waa  designed  to  have  auffloiant  strength 

to  destroy  auoh  foroea  aa  tha  Japanese  considered  likely  to  be  enoountered. 

; However,  in  the  event  a major  Amarioan  foroa  should  proofed  against  the  Oooupa- 

(i"  tion  Foroa,  they  thought  tho  Mobile  Foroa  oould  quiukly  envelop  it  from  ita 

flanking  poaition.  From  tha  viewpoint  of  hindsight  auoh  a plan  appears  visionary, 
but  at  tha  time  it  may  have  seemed  sound  to  the  Japaneae. 

j.  The  Mlneaweeping  Group  does  not  appear  to  have  been  adequate  for  the  task 

esalgned,  Thera  should  have  been  a larger  number  of  minesweepers  available 
in  order  to  insure  that  tha  mlneaweeping  not  only  was  thorough  but  was  also 
oompleted  expeditiously.  This  la  aa  important  consideration  ainoe  there  era 

i.  *Mobile  Forces  bet  ailed  Battle  Report  #6  OlJl  Review,  Hay  104?,'  p.6. 
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ofton  a high  oasualty  rata  which  naoaaaltataa  ampla  replacements,  Actually 
thara  wara  380  oontrollad  mine a at  Uidway  to  ba  awapt  up.  Thia  would  haYa 
presented  a vary  difficult  problem  to  the  minesweepers.  Thia  information 
does  not  appear  to  have  bean  known  to  the  Japanese. 

* * * 

The  Northern  Foroe  oonaiatad  of  three  groups,  plua  the  heavy  oruiaar 
HACHI  aaoortad  by  two  destroyers,  name*  not  available.  The  Saoond  Mobile 
Taak  Qroup  waa  composed  of  the  oarriera  RYU JO  and  JUNYOj  the  heavy  oruiaara 
TAKAO  and  1IAYA|  the  daatroyara  USHIO,  0B0R0  and  AKSBONOi  and  the  oiler  TEIYO 
MARU,  The  Klaka  Oooupation  Group  waa  oompoaad  of  the  light  oruiaara  KI30  and 
TAMA)  two  auxiliary  oruiaara  the  AWATA  and  ASAKA  MARUi  five  destroyers,  namaa 
not  available!  the  transports  HAKUSAN  MARUi  and  KUMAGAWA  MARUj  the  three 
gunboats  KAIHO  MARU,  SHUMKOTSU  MARU,  and  HAKUHO  MARUj  and  seven-eight  subohaaers,* 

The  Adak-Attu  Occupation  Oroup  waa  ccmpoaad  of  the  light  oruiaar  ABUKUllAj 
five  destroyers,  the  WAKAEA,  HATSUSHIMO,  NENOHI,  SHIOKAZB,  and  HATSlMRUj  the 
transport  KINUGASA  MARUi  the  minelayer  KOGANS  MARU  and  the  auxiliary  aircraft 
carrier  KI MI KARA  MARU. 

The  Northern  Foroe  waa  designed  for  capturing  certain  Aleutian  Islands, 
and  for  creating  a diveraion  of  auch  nature  as  to  attract  American  foroea 
from  the  Uidway  area,  or  from  the  American  Uainland,  to  the  Aleutian  area. 

For  these  purpose*  it  appears  to  have  been  in  adequate  strength  and  composition. 

It  is  of  intereat  to  note  that  the  Klaka  Oooupation  Oroup  was  oompoaad  of  a 
naval  landing  force,  whereas  the  Adak-Attu  Group  was  oompoaed  of  an  Army  Landing 
Forae.  These  foroea  were  not  designed  to  operate  together,  but  eaoh  presumably 
noted  independently.  The  Saoond  Mobile  Task  Oroup  waa  a powerful  taak  group 
designed  essentially  as  a raiding  group  for  creating  the  diversion  referred  to 
above.  It  was  of  suoh  strength  as  to  make  it  a real  problem  to  the  Amerioan 
command.  The  major  strength  of  thia  group  was  in  it*  two  carriers, 

at* 

The  Submarine  Foroe  consisted  of  two  groups,  the  Uidway  Submarine  Group 
and  the  Aleutian  Submarine  Group,  The  Uidway  Submarine  Group  consisted  of  the 
fifteen  submarines  comprising  Subrons  Three  and  Five  plus  Subdiv  Thirteen, 

Theae  were  the  1-121,  122,  123,  166,  167,  168,  159,  164,  166,  166,  166,  169, 

171,  174  and  1/6.  The  Aleutian  Submarine  Oroup  oonaiated  of  six  submarines  of 
Subron  One,  the  1-9,  18,  17,  19,  25  and  26,  The  remaining  submarines  of  Subron 
One,  the  1-131,  132  and  133  were  in  the  Bapire,*** 

NavMsomo  No,  12 

** Interrogation  of  Japaneae  Offiolala,  Yol.  II,  USSBS,  Interrogation  of  Vioe 
Admiral  Sentaro  Omorl,  IJN.  Alao  War  Records  and  Aotion  Reporta  Desron  1 - May- 
June  1942,  TOO  161718, 

***War  Diary  8th  Fit.  Period  1-30  June,  1942,  extract  translation  TOO  16026*, 
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The  task  assigned  the  Submarine  Foroe  was  reconnaisaanoe  and  destruction. 
Thera  doaa  not  appear  to  have  been  sufficient  aubnarinaa  assigned  to  affaotively 
oarry  out  their  miaaion  in  thia  operation,  aa  the  submarine  foroe  waa  diaalpatad 
over  large  areasj  fifteen  were  in  the  Midway  area  on  both  oombat  and  loglatloa 
miaeionaj  four  ware  in  the  Aleutian  area,  and  two  were  off  Seattle. 

In  view  of  the  limited  aurfaoe  foroaa  available  to  the  American  oomnand, 
the  danger  to  Japanese  aubmarinea  from  aurfaoe  ahip  attack  aa  aa  from  air 
attack  waa  amall. 

JAPANE3E  RUN 

UTdway  Yfvase 

The  plan  for  the  Midway-Aleutian  operation  appeara  to  have  been  firat 
pro po a ad  by  OlnO  Combined  Fleet,  He  felt,  in  view  of  the  remarkable  auooeaaaa 
of  the  Japaneia  foreea  in  the  firat  stage  of  the  war,  that  every  effort  ahould 
be  made  to  atrengthen  the  defenae  perimeter*  covering  the  approaohea  to  Japan 
aa  soon  aa  poaaible  and  to  force  a deoiaive  fleet  notion  at  the  aame  time. 

CinC  Combined  Fleet  felt  confident  in  view  of  the  American  losses  at  Pearl 
Harbor  that  the  American  fleet  waa  temporarily  inferior  to  the  Japanese*  He 
realised  that  Amerioan  produotlon  oapaolty  waa  vastly  greater  than  that  of  the 
Japanese,  and  that  the  inevitable  result  of  this  Amerioan  superiority  in 
produotlon  would  be  an  Amerioan  fleet  of  ever-inoreasing  strength.  In  time  it 
would  be  able  to  ohallenge  auooeaafully  the  Japanese  fleet  and  thereby  gain 
control  of  the  Paoifio  Ooean  areas, 

Japanese  naval  polloy  prior  to  the  Midway  operation  waa  to  hold  tho  float 
in  Japanese  controlled  waters  in  order  to  engage  the  enemy  in  an  araa  moat 
advantageous  to  Japanese  arma.  This  polloy  had  ita  greatest  triumph  in  the 
Russo-Japanese,  war.  The  Japanese  Commander-in-Chief,  Admiral  Togo,  deolded 
to  await  the  arrival  of  the  Ruaslan  fleet  in  the  Straits  of  Tsushima  between 
J>.  pan  and  Korea,  and  there  engage  it,  rather  than  to  engage  it  in  relatively 
distant  watera.  OlnO  Combined  Fleet  pointed  out  to  the  Japanese  Imperial 
General  Staff  the  advantages  which  might  obtain  should  thia  polloy  be  changed. 

He  realised,  in  making  hia  recommendations  that  if  ha  desired  to  bring  ths 
Amerioan  fleet  into  a vulnerable  position,  something  the  Americans  valued  must 
be  threatened  or  oaptured.  The  Amerioans  might  then  feel  oompelled  to  expose 
themselves  in  order  to  proteat  it  or  to  recapture  itj  or  an  opportunity  must 
appear  to  be  presented  to  tho  Amerioans,  aa  the  weaker  adversary,  to  lnfliot 
a relatively  greater  loas  on  the  Japanese,  as  the  stronger  adveraary,  than  tho 
Amerioans  expected  to  suffer  themselves.  This  ’ras,  apparently,  the  basis  of 
the  Commander  Combined  Fleet's  plan. 

Based  on  the  above,  it  would  appear  that  CinC  Combined  Fleet's  plan  for 
the  Midway  phase  of  the  Battle  of  Midway  was  as  followsi- 
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(1)  Ha  hoped  to  bring  on  a deoleive  aotlon  off  Midway  in  defenee  of  that 
plaoa.  Ha  was  not  optimiatio  concerning  thia , but  fait  that  it  waa  ponibla, 
and  ha  waa  prepared  for  it  mentally.  Whet  ha  aotually  expected,  waa  that  the 
Aaarioana  would  endeavor  to  retake  Midway  after  he  had  aeiied  it,  and  that 
thia  would  bring  on  the  deoialve  engagement.  For  thia  raaaon  he  planned  to 
employ  Midway  aa  a baae  for  long  diatanoe  reoonnalaaanoe  planes  which  would 
alert  his  foroea  should  any  auoh  counteraction  be  taken  by  the  Amerioana. 

OinC  Combined  Fleet  realiiod  that  after  Midway  waa  oooupied  hie  freedom  of 
notion  would  be  restricted  to  the  extent  necessary  for  defending  the  atoll. 

He  therefore  planned  to  retain  oertain  forces  of  the  Combined  Fleet  in  the 
Midway  area.  The  main  strength  of  the  Combined  Fleet  would  baae  in  the 
Marshall!  « probably  at  Kwajaleln.  He  entioipated  that  if  the  deoleive  notion 
occurred,  and  he  waa  auoaeasful,  the  Japanese  would  then  use  Midway  an  a base 
for  further  extension  to  the  east,  probably  as  far  as  Hawaii.1* 

(2)  It  is  possible  also  that  he  had  hoped,  in  line  with  the  thought  that 
it  might  be  possible  to  bring  about  a fleet  action,  to  present  to  the  enemy 
whet  seemed  to  be  an  important,  vulnerable  target.  Although  not  mentioned 

in  hie  Operation  Order,  he  may  have  believed  that  the  Midway  Occupation  Force 
would  be  ooneidered  euch  a target  by  the  American  Commander,  who  would  be 
lured  into  attacking  it.  This  would  indioate  why  the  Midway  Occupation  Force 
was  so  far  to  the  south  in  generally  good  weather,  whereas  the  Mobile  Foroe 
was  well  to  the  north  in  generally  bad  waather. 

Such  a plan  as  indicated  in  subparagraph  (2)  above  would  correspond  in  a 
general  way  with  the  maneuver!  whioh  brought  on  the  Battle  of  Jutland  twenty* 
seven  years  before.  There  both  the  Oar mans  end  British  had  exposed  minor 
forose  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  out  strong  enemy  foroee  and  then  destroying 
them  with  their  battle  fleet.  It  happened,  however,  that  the  strung  foroee 
so  drawn  out  were  the  Oeriuan  Hit'h  Seas  Fleet  and  the  British  Grand  Fleet,  with 
the  result  that  the  greatest  neval  aotiou  in  history  up  to  that  time  ooourred. 
In  this  inetanos  it  waa  ineffective. 

The  broad  Japaneae  plan,  baaed  on  their  own  evaluated  information,  appoars 
strategioally  sound,  although  tha  deployment  of  the  principal  foroee  does  not 
appear  aound,  OinO  Combined  Fleet's  analysis  of  the  situation,  baaed  on  hie 
expectation  that  Anerican  production  oapaoity  would  in  a relatively  short  time 
far  exceed  that  of  the  Japaneae,  made  it  imperative  for  the  Japaneae  to  fight 
a fleet  aotlon  as  early  as  possible.  This  appears  sound.  Certainly  the 
Amerloan  high  command  was  not  going  to  carry  willingly  the  war  to  Japan's 
front  door  until  prepared  to  do  so.  Therefore,  deoleive  aotlon  at  an  early 
date  oould  only  be  foroed  when  Amerloan  publio  opinion  demanded  it.  How  best 
oould  this  publio  opinion  be  arouiedf  GlnO  Combined  Fleet  believed  that  the 
answer  ley  in  his  proposed  plan.  This  belief  was  finally  accepted  by  the 
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Japanese  Imperial  Staff*  for  on  May  5th,  1942*  lap* rial  Headquarters  Issued 
ordori  as  follow* i 

"ClnC  Combined  Fleet  will.,  in  oooperation  with  th*  Army,  attack  and 
oooupy  AF  and  AO."  (NOTKi  AF  waa  Midway  and  AO  waa  tho  Woatarn 
Aloutlana). 

Yet  why  th*  OinO  Combined  Float  aoparatod  hi*  forooa  ao  wldoly  In  th* 

Midway  phaaa  1*  not  olaar • Oortalnly  tha  deployment  for  that  phaao,  aa  ha* 
boon  pointed  out*  waa  ao  looao  as  to  deny  mutual  support  and  oonoontratlon 
to  tho  principal  feroos.  At  tho  tin*  th*  0928  Juno  3rd  oontaot  was  mad*  on 
th*  Oooupatlon  Foroo*  which  waa  th«n  8V6  nil**  w**t  of  Midway*  th*  Mobile 
Foro*  was  about  600  mil**  northwest  of  Midway*  and  th*  Main  Foroo  was  about 
1060  mil**  wostnorthwaat  of  Midway*  Th*  Oooupatlon  Foroo*  moreover*  we* 
about  600  alio*  to  th*  aouthaouthwost  of  tho  Mobil*  Foroo*  and  600  tail** 
southeast  of  th*  Mala  Ferae*  Zt  was  thorafor*  subjoot  to  dostruotion  by 
strong  Am* r loan  oarrl«r  foroo*  operating  from  th*  south  or  oast.  Th*  liobllo 
Foro*  could  not  support  th*  Oooupatlon  Foro*  uni***  Aoarloaa  foro**  in  th* 
Hawaiian  area  approached  from  a northerly  dlrootioa* 

However*  should  th*  Oooupatlon  Foro*  in  a retirement  *uoo**d  in  luring  > J , 
suoh  Am* r loan  {oroes  to  tho  westward,  it  might  hav*  bean  possible  for  th* 

Ifabli*  Foro*  to  lnt*rpo**  between  th*  AMrloan  forces  and  th*lr  Hawaiian 

base*. 

Th*  Main  Foro*  oould  not  support  wither  th*  Mobil*  Foro*  or  th*  Oooupatlon 
Fore*  unless  th*a*  latter  foro**  retired  on  th*  Main  Foro*.  Th*  Japan***  at 
thia  tin*  appear  to  hav*  boon  battleship  minded.  They  did  not  ohoos*  to  move 
their  battleship*  forward  with  tholr  oarrlers,  either  In  formation  with  thorn 
or  In  an  adoquat*  supporting  position*  In  this  oonneotlon  It  should  be  stressed 
that  to  b*  la  a supporting  position  do*s  not  netessarlly  moan  that  tho  foroos 
oonoemsd  hav*  to  bo  within  visual  signal  distance  of  oaoh  other,  although  with 
radio  sllonoo  la  effect  this  faotor  is  worthy  of  serious  oonsl deration.  It 
does  Man,  however,  that  th*y  must  be  so  disposed  as  to  b*  able  to  coordinate 
tholr  effort  with  other  friendly  units  in  th*  most  effeotive  manner.  Did  this 
oondition  obtain  with  th*  prinolpal  Japanese  foro**?  Would  it  not  hav*  been 
a muoh  sounder  deployment  had  tho  Main  Fore*  and  the  Mobil*  Foro*  been  in 
mutually  supporting  position*,  with  th*  Oooupatlon  Foroo  safely  to  th*  wwstwerd 
of  thee*  units  under  protection  until  needed. 


Aleutian  Phase 

Th*  Aleutian  and  Midwiy  operations  were  intimately  related.  Th*  Japanese 
plan  oelled  for  th*  Japanese  main  fleet  etrength  to  be  employed  In  the  selsur* 
of  Midway  and.  ae  has  been  stated  previously,  to  engage  th*  Amerioan  fleet  in 
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deoiei*e  bottle  if  possible.  Meanwhile,  certain  other  fleet  forces  were 
to  make  a reoonnaistanoe  in  foroe  against  Dutch  Harbor,  This  reoonnaieesnne 
was  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a diversion,  and  for  that  reason  wao  to  precede 
the  Midway  operation  by  one  day.  It  seems  that  one  day  would  be  of  doubtful 
diversionary  value  exoept  in  a taotloal  situation,  Dutoh  Harbor  was  to  be 
struok  a paralysing  blow  which  would  oovsr  the  operations  of  the  forces  which 
were  to  seiae  Adak,  Kiska,  and  Attu,  The  occupation  of  Adak  was  to  be 
temporary— merely  long  enough  to  destroy  any  American  installations  there, 
and  to  mine  the  harbor.  The  oooupation  forces  were  then  to  withdraw  to  Attu, 

Meanwhile,  Kiska  was  to  be  oaptured.  Both  Attu  and  Kiska  were  to  be  held  until 
fall,  but  were  to  be  abandoned  before  the  onset  of  jevsrs  winter  weather/ 

The  oooupation  of  Attu  and  Kiska  was  for  the  purpose  of  cheeking  any 
American  amphibious  advance  towards  the  Japanese  Mainland,  and  of  denying 
to  the  Americans  an  advanced  base  in  the  Aleutians  from  which  long  range  i 

planes  could  attaok  the  Kuriles  and  the  northern  home  islands.  This  was  to  5 

be  aooomplished  in  part,  according  to  the  initial  plan,  by  employing  Adak, 
oonsidered  to  afford  the  beet  anchorage  in  the  Western  Aleutians,  as  a 
northern  baae  for  Japanese  patrol  planes.  This  base  uaed  in  conjunction 
with  Midway,  could  provide  airoroft  to  patrol  the  1400  miles  between  Adak 
and  Midway.  A barrier  air  patrol  oould  then  be  established,  in  order  to 
prevent  a surprise  penetration  by  the  Anar loan* Fleet  beyond  Midway  Atoll  and 
towarda  the  Empire,  It  was  hoped  this  would  make  raids  similar  to  the 
Doolittle  raid  muoh  more  difficult  to  accomplish. 

OlnO  Oombined  Fleet's  plan  for  pro j so tad  air  saarohes  for  the  Midway- 
Aleutians  operation  makes  no  mention  of  Adak,  Nor  doee  the  diagram  show  any 
■earohes  to  be  conducted  from  Adak,  but  it  does  show  ssarohes  to  bs  oonduoted 
from  Kiska  after  its  oapture.  It  ie  therefore  assumed  that  the  plan  for 
employing  Adak  as  a base  must  have  been  fl&dlfied  to  one  employing  Kiska, 

This  eeems  logioal  whan  it  is  remembered  that  Kiska  was  to  be  somewhat 
proteeted,  wheraas  Adak  was  to  be  devoid  of  defense,  exoept  that  provided  by 
the  tender  and  ita  escorts. 

Ths  raid  on  Dutoh  Harbor,  although  it  did  not  aotually  cause  the  diversion 
of  additional  foross  from  TFs  10  and  17,  did,  nevertheless,  suooeed  somewhat 
in  ita  diversionary  objective.  For  CINCPAO,  having  learned  through  intelligence 
of  the  projected  raid,  transferred  some  of  , hie  naval  strength  in  the  Hawaiian  i 

area  to  the  Aleutian  area  to  oounter  this  'riid.  He  thereby  weakened  the  com-  \ 

bauant  strength  of  his  carrier  groups,  ; 

j 

Ths  deployment  of  the  Northern  Fores  was  well  planned.  The  Seeond  Mobile 
Taek  Group  was  both  a Striking  Foroe  and  a Covering  Foroe  for  the  Adak-Attu 
and  Kiska  Oooupation  Groups,  It  was  in  an  excellent  oovtrlng  position  and  its 
composition  wall  adapted  to  the  type  of  action  planned.  The  operations  of  ths 

*dampai'gns  oP  Ths  Paoiflo  tVar,  the  Aleutian  Campaign,  page  9?, 
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Oooupat^on  Group*  war*  in  ir *M  whara  tha  probability  of  Amarioan  oountaraotion 
ma  low  and  tharafora  tha  naad  for  mutual  aupport  and  oonoantration  waa  not  tha 
aontrollinR  faotor. 
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CHAPTER  ill 
AMERICAN  ARRANGEMENTS 
AFRICAN  COfTAND  RELATIONS 


The  Pacific  Theater  had  been  designated  as  an  area  of  U.S,  strategic 
responsibility.*  For  this  purpose  it  had  been  divided  into  three  large 
areas i the  Southwest  Pacific  Area,  the  Southeast  Paoifio  Area,  and  the 
Pacific  Ocean  Area,  the  latter  being  further  subdivided  in  the  North, 

Central,  and  South  Paoifio  areas.** 

In  this  study  the  North  end  Central  arsas  of  the  Paoifio  Ocean  areas 
sre  of  primary  interest,  ns  it  was  in  them  that  the  Battle  of  Midway  oc- 
curred. As  neither  the  Southwest  Pacific  area,  the  Southeast  Paoifio  area, 
nor  the  South  Pacific  area  wora  oonoernel  with  the  Midway  operation,  no 
f .rther  mention  of  them  is  made.  The  North  Paoifio  Area  was  the  ocean  area 
north  of  Lat.  42°  N.j  the  Central  Pacific  area  was  the  ocean  area  between 
the  Equator  and  Lat.  42°  N.*** 

Admiral  Chester  W.  Nimits,  U.S.  Navy,  Gommander-in-Chief,  U.P.  Pacific 
Fleet  '.C1NCPAC),  on  April  3rd  was  directed  to  assume  command  of  all  armed 
forces  In  the  Pacific  Ooean  areas  whioh  Usve  been  or  might  be  assigned  to 
that  arua,  except  che  land  defenses  of  New  Zealand,  He  was  given  the  title 
of  Commander-In-Chief.  Paoifio  Ocean  areas.  (CINCFOA).  "Armed  Foroee"  was 
interpreted  to  mean  thac  CINCPOA  would  nave  oommand  of  only  t-.oh  armed  forces 
as  Were  specifically  assigned  or  attaohed  to  his  area.  This  was  unified 
command,  designed  to  provide  coordination  between  the  Army  and  Navy.  He 
assumed  this  oommand  at  1200,  M»y  7th.**** 


Admiral  Nimitz  as  Commandor-in-Chinf  of  Paoifio  Ooean  Areas  was  directed 
by  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  among  other  tastes  toi 


(a)  Hold  Island  positions  between  the  United  States  and  the  Southwest 
Paoifio  area  neoessary  for  tho  security  of  the  line  of  communications 
between  tnese  regions  and  for  supporting  naval,  air,  and  amphibious 
operations  against  Japanese  forces, 

(b)  Contain  Japanese  forces  within  the  Psoifio  Theater. 

(o)  Support  the  defense  of  the  continent  of  North  Amerioa, 

(d)  Protect  the  ossontial  sea  and  air  communications.***** 


♦ Review  of  lYar  in  Paoifio,  Army  6 Navy  Staff  Col  legs,  Captain  T.H.  Robbins,  1311 , 
K43. 


oymenh  of  Forces  in  Southwest  Paoifio  Command,  USSRS,  February  1947  - pp,5,6. 
***Seonav  Secret  Ltr.  (SC)A-16-3(28)  of  April  20,  1942. 

****CinoP*e  War  Diary,  May  1942. 

*****Cominoh  Serial  00264  of  3 April  1942.  _ 
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It  is  apparent  from  a study  of  this  directive  that  CINCPAC  had  the 

responsibility  of  defending  the  Hawaiian  Islands  aj  well  as  the  Aleutian 

areas. 

On  May  12th  the  Commander-In-Chief ( U.J. Fleet  (COMINCH),  and  the  Chief 
of  Staffs  of  the  Army  informed  all  subordinates  that  area  boundaries  should 
in  no  way  be  interpreted  as  rtst rioting  movements  on  operations  which  might 
aid  the  common  oause,*  This  was  oonaiderable  improvement  over  the  situation 
whioh  had  existed  in  the  Coral  Sea,  whore  boundaries  oaused  restraint. 

In  view  of  intelligence  received  oonoerning  Japanese  operations  against 
Midway,  a state  of  Fleet  Opposed  Invasion  was  declared  on  May  14th  in  the 
Hawaiian  Coastal  and  Ses  Frontier?. * This  deolarution  was  made  by  agreement 
between  COMINCH  and  the  Chief  of  Staff,  U.r  . Army. 

At  the  time  of  this  aotion  Fleet  Opposed  Invasion  meant  that  the  Navy 
was  assigned  the  principal  responsibility  for  repolling  invasion.  It  also 
fi-iant  that  unity  of  oommand  was  vested  in  the  Navy  as  regards  fleet  foroes 
and  sea  frontier  foroas,  exoluding  nival  local  defense  forces.  Sea  frontier 
foroes  continued  to  be  under  oommand  'f  the  Navy  for  operations  over  the 
sea  ago  net  enemy  seaborne  activities  as  in  a state  of  non-invasion.  Unity  of 
commend  in  a Fleet  Opposed  Invasion  was  vested  in  the  Army  over  all  navel 
looal  def-nse  foroes  spnoifioally  assigned  by  CINCPAC  and  over  all  Army 
feroes  except  air  units  allooatsd  by  defense  commanders  to  sea  frontiers 
for  operations  over  the  sea.**  The  responsibility  for  the  defense  of  Midway 
was  placed  by  CINCPAC  under  the  Commander  Hawaiian  Sea  Frontier,*** 

On  May  30th  CINOPOA  informed  the  Commanding  General  Hawaiian  Dapartmont 
and  Commander  Patrol  Wing  Two  that  Commander  Naval  Base  Air  Defense  had 
authority  to  order  Army  bombers  on  missions  whioh  included  busing  on  Midway.**** 

Commander  Taslt  Force  9 (TF  9),  who  was  Commander  Patrol  Wings,  Paoifio 
Fleet,  and  Naval  Base  Air  Defense,  therefore  had  operational  control  over  all 
Navy  reoonnaiesanoe  planes,  excepting  those  on  Midway  and  Johnston  Island, 
and  over  speollioally  assigned  Army  bombers,  based  on  Oahn  Island.  This  ac- 
cording to  Commander  7th  Air  Foroe  meant  operational  oontrol  over  the  planes 
of  the  Seventh  Bomber  Command.*****  Under  suoh  operational  oommand,  as 
painted  out  above,  he  was  authorised  to  order  Army  bombers  to  Midway  Island 
or  to  Johnston  Island.  However,  should  these  bombers  be  based  at  those 
Islands,  they  onme  under  ths  immediate  operational  oommand  of  the  Commanding 

*CINCPAC  War  Diary,  May  1942, 

♦♦Enclosure  B to  COMINCH  Confidential  Serial  0733  of  May  1,  1942, 

*i*CINCPAC  Operation  Plan  29-42,  Serial  0014W  of  27  May  1942. 

••••CINCPAC  Operation  Plan  28-42 

•••••Air  Foroe  Employment  at  Midway,  Office  of  Air  Foroe  Commander,  dated  13 
June  1942,  signed  11. C. Davidson, 
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Officer  of  the  bate  or  ration  involved**  Thi«  was  somewhat  oonfusing,  for 
the  Commanding  Officers  of  both  Midway  Island  and  Johnston  Island  were  under 
Commander  Task  Force  Four,  the  Hawaiian  Sea  Frontier*** 

On  May  21st  CINCPAC  formed  Task  Foroe  Sight*  sailed  the  Northern  Pacific 
Foroe,  under  command  of  Rear  Adniiral  Robert  A*  Theobald,  U.S.N.  He  directed 
CTF  8 to  oppose,  in  coordination  with  the  Army,  the  advanoe  of  the  enemy  into 
the  Aleutian-Alaska  area.  He  also  direoted  CTF  8 to  coordinate  with  the 
Army  Foroe  in  Alaska  other  than  the  Air  Foroe  (Alaska  Defense  Command  under 
Oeneral  Simon  Bolivar  Buokner,  USA)*  Gommaudor  Alaskan  Army  Air,  General 
Butler,  USA,  was  direoted  by  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  to  report  to  CTF  8 
as  a task  group  Commander  to  oommand  all  U.S*  Army  and  Navy  air  units  in 
Alaska,  This  was  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  unified  air  oommand,  Suoh 
unified  air  oommand,  however,  did  not  fully  obtain,  for  aa  will  be  diaouaued 
later,  CTF  8 aet  up  his  naval  aearoh  planes  in  an  Air  Searoh  Group  under 
Captain  L.E.  flehres,  USN.  This  group  was  to  be  direotly  under  OTF  8.*** 

GINCPAC's  principal  striking  foross  consisted  of  three  carrier  task 
forces.  These  were  TF  11,  Rear  Admiral  Aubrey  Fitohj  TF  16,  Rear  Admiral 
Raymond  A,  Spruanaej  and  TF  17,  Hear  Admiral  Frank  Jaok  Flotoher.  Un- 
fortunately TF  11  did  not  arrive  in  the  oombat  area  in  time  to  engage  in 
the  Battle  of  Midway,  TF  18  and  TF  17  operated  under  the  oommand  of  the 
senior  Carrier  Taek  Foroe  Commander,  Rear  Admiral  Fletoher  (CTF  17),  Hi  a 
immediate  superior  was  CINCPAC, 

The  Commanding  Oeneral,  Hawaiian  Department,  Lieutenant-General  Delos 
Emmons,  USA,  had  oommand  of  osrtain  naval  local  defense  foroes  spaoifioally 
assigned  by  CtNCPAC  in  addition  to  Army  foroes  other  than  those  assigned 
to  TF  0. 

From  the  above  disouesion  it  should  be  apparent  that  in  the  Hawaiian 
area,  the  lauson  of  the  Coral  Sea  concerning  unity  of  command  had  been 
learned  and  applied*  01  NOFAG- -CINOPOA  had  the  overall  oommand  of  the 
operations  in  the  North  and  Central  Paoifio*  In  line  with  this  situation 
CINOPAC  stated,  "Broad  Taotioal  direotion  of  all  of  the  foroes  in  the  Midway 
area  was  retained  by  CINOPAC".****  However,  as  regards  the  operations  in 
the  Aleutians,  C INC? AC  retained  overall  oommand  of  sea  and  air  foroes,  but 
he  loft  the  taotioal  direotion  of  his  foroes  there  to  CTF  8,  as  disouoaed 
previously.  This  denied  complete  unity  of  oommand  in  that  there  wa.i  no 
overall  oommand,  and  the  Army  ground  foroee  and  the  Navy  were  foroed  to 
ooordinate  their  operations  through  mutual  oooperation, 

•ffnKwrmr  WryTTKy  ms'. 

♦•CTNCPAC  Operation  Plan  £9-42, 

••♦CINCPAC  Operation  Plan  28-42, 

••••CINCPAC  Serial  01849  of  June  28th,  1942.  Battle  of  Midway, 
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INFO 3 MAT  TOW  A'^A  ILA P! ,PJ  TO  'WE  AiSHIlAi:  COMMANDER 
Midway  Phtae 


Because  of  information  received  early  in  May  through  vari.’ua  intelligence 
channels,  the  American  Commander  (CINCFAC)  bolieved  that  the  Japaneae  planned 
a two-pron^ad  invasion  thrujt,  at  Midway  and  the  Aleut l ana  to  take  place  in 
early  June.  Thii  information  wee  remarkably  eomplrta,  Itn  not  only  oonaldarad 
tnat  ha  knew  of  tha  promoted  operations,  hut  ha  al«o  had  quite  comprehensive 
information  of  tha  itrenr.th  of  Japanese  for-'.es  involved,  thalr  i;«naral  direction 
of  approach  and  tha  approximate  data  on  which  aaoh  phase  of  tha  operation  was  to 
ba  launched. 

Tha  data  on  whloh  CTNCPAC  first  obtained  this  information  is  not  to  ba  found 
in  any  of  tha  documents  available  at  this  tima,  but  entries  In  his  ‘.Yai*  Diary 
indioata  that  ha  may  havo  had  aoint  inkling  of  the  ponding  Japanese  operation  prior 
to  May  2nd,  An  entry  on  tha1  data  stated  that  tha  AA  puna  at  Midway  should  ba 
inoraased  to  twenty  four  as  soon  as  possible.  An  entry  on  May  6th  stator  that, 
in  accordance  with  a diraotlva  from  iV/MNO..,  ha  had  dtreoted  Commander  Fourteenth 
Naval  District  to  reinforce  the  defenses  at  Midway  by  preparinn  that  island  to 
receive  12-3"  AA,  8-37mm  AA,  and'  12«30mm  £una»  Or.  tha  su^e  day  he  requested 
C'VvlIt'OH  to  send  12-OOtn  AA  guns,  sixteen  officers  and  455  enl luted  Marinas  to 
Midway,  If  OIHCPAfl  needed  any  confirmation  of  the  above  inkliripa,  he  must  have 
obtained  it  by  May  14th  whan  a state  of  "Fleat  Opposed  Invasion"  was  deolared  in 
affect  in  tha  Hawaiian  Sea  Frontier. 


On  May  27th  3IW0PA3  issued  his  Operation  Plan  No.  29-42  Hfltlvntinr  hi*  forces 
for  tha  defense  of  Midway,  Ha  bel laved  that  tha  number  of  Japanese  combatant 
ships  which  would  ba  employed  in  thin  phase  of  tha  operation  would  be  (left  hand 


m)- 

CINCPACs  Estimate 

Type 

Japanese  Ships 
Aotually  Present 

2 to  4 

BB 

11 

4 or  6 

cv 

4 

CVL 

1 

8 or  9 

CA 

ID 

CL 

6 

16  to  24 

DD 

49 

13  to  12 

SS 

16 

Soma  with  ) 

xcv 

1 

Lnndtnc  Force  ) 

XAV 

1 

Ab  will  bo  noted  from  the  richt  hand  column,  his  estimate  of  carriers, 
heavy  cruisers,  and  submarines  was  reasonably  correct,  but  his  estimate  of  the 
number  of  Japanese  battleships,  Hi'ht  cruisers,  and  destroyers  was  seriously  in 

error. 
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In  this  estimate  OTNOPAC  was  ol'  tha  opinion  that  tha  Japanese  action 
against  Midway  would  comprise  a 1’ull-scala  attack  for  Its  oapt.ure,  quick 
oooupatlun,  and  usa  against  tha  Hawaiian  area.  He  anticipated  operations 
beginning  probably  as  soon  ss  May  doth.  His  conception  o'*  the  nature  of 
these  operations  based  on  an  evaluation  of'  his  Intel  licence  waa»-* 

(1)  Preliminary  reconnaissance  by  submarines, 

(2)  Possible  di vercionary  bombing  of  positions  < ncludinr  nahu  by 
patrol  planes  fueled  by  a ubnarinex, 

(3)  Preliminary  attack*  by  oarriar  airoraft  on  Midway  beginning  at 
daylight,  or  during  moonlight  and  continuing  for  about  two  days, 
until  the  defending,  aircraft  had  been  eliminated.  These  attaaks 
were  expeoted  to  be  launched  from  the  Northwost  Sector, 

(4)  The  attacking  oarriers  to  be  oovered  ag.n'. nat  American  surface 
forces  by  additional  oarrier  groups  and  fait  battleships, 

(6)  Covering  with  oonoer.trations  of  aubmarihea  designed  to  intercept 
the  American  supporting  forces  both  in  the  Midway  area  and  about 
two  hundred  miles  west  of  lahu, 

(0)  Japanese  oarrlor  plane  attacks  on  Amor  lean  carriers  as  primary 
objectives  if  they  wera  sighted  early  in  tha  operation, 

(?)  Employment  incendiary  bombs  end  possibly  gas  agcin.it  Midway, 

(9)  A landing  attack  on  Midway,  probably  at  nlrht,  and  the  immediate 
occupation  of  the  island  followed  up  with  full  base  equipment, 
aircraft,  and  motor  torpodo  boats  If  the  landing  was  aueeesuful#* 

4 

His  intelligence  in  these  matters  apjoars  to  have  been  gnnernlly  ourreot, 
with  the  exception,  in  so  far  ai  can  be  ascertained,  that  tha  Japanese  did  not 
contemplate  the  use  of  gas  in  this  operation, 

H#  knew  that,  ordinarily,  an  area  of  reduoed  visibility  could  be  expected 
about  300  to  400  miloc  to  the  northwest  of  Midway,  and  that  as  a result  Mm 
discovery  of  .Japaneie  carrleru  approauhing  the  Island  from  that  direction  on 
the  day  prior  to  a r.y  attack  was  doubtful.** 

Aleutians  Phase 

On  May  l?  1 etf  |,T*,'!TA  I issuod  h’s  Operation  Plan  Mo,  20-42,  in  which  be 
activated  Task  'Joroe  P,  North  PaolJio  Foroe,  under  command  of  Hear  Admiral 
Robert  A.  Theobald,  with  orders  to  oppose  the  expected  Japanese  edvenoe 

into  the  Als  itian-Alaska  aren,  At  this  time  he  was  reasonably  sure  thut  the 

T P'A'C  Opern'ti'un'  , torial  01 14'  of  “STTay  li/42, 

“Report  of  Iniidr,  l.oga.n  Ramsey,  b'MN.  to  ClncPec,  tuhjeot,  Air  Operations 
of  Midway  Defense  Ho’-ces  during  Battle  of  Midway,  serial  0(127  dated  June  16, 
1042 . 
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Japanese  had  completed  plans  for  sn  amphibious  opsrstion  to  ssours  an  advanced 
bass  in  the  Aleutian  Islands.  fhe  operation  would  oonnenoe  the  latter  part  of 
"ay,  1942.  Ho  sxpootod  that  the  following  enemy  foroes  would  be  involved  in 
this  operation! 


CarDiv  Three  (RY’TJO  and  1 or  2 others)  2 or  3 CV 
MACHI  (Flap  CinO  Fifth  Fleet)  plus 

possibly  HAO'JRO  and  MYOKO  1 to  3 OA 
One  Jootion  of  Crudiv  Four  2 CA 
One  old  oruiser  of  TAI.'A  type  1 OCL 
Desron  One  less  1 Desdiv,  plus  Desdiv  Two  16  DD 
F.ubron  one  8 to  10  S3 


Its  believed  that  on  May  26,  1942,  the  above  foroes  would  arrive  in  Northern 
Japan,  fuel,  and  would  then  proceed  to  the  Aleutians.  He  believed  further  that 
they  would  probably  oover  and  eaoort  a group  of  auxiliary  typai  consisting  of 
transports,  landing  boat  oarriars,  ataplane  tenders,  cargo  vessels,  and  ta.nkera. 
He  also  bolitvtd  it  quite  possible  that  Japanese  Fifth  Fleet  veesela  oould'ao- 
company  those  auxiliary  typas  and  expeoted  aorre  auxiliary  patrol  vassal!  to 
reoonnoltar  and  patrol  tha  Aleutians, 

Thi  ■ information  was  reasonably  oorreot,  as  to  the  number*  and  types  of 
J«  panes*  ooinbutant  ships  that  participated  in  the  early  stages  of  the  Aleutian 
operations.  Thi*  foroe  actually  iuoludsdi 


OsrDlv  Four  (RYHJO  JUHYO) 

1 07, 

KT'iTNAlVA  "ARV 

1 XAV 

CruDiv  ^our,  leu*  one 

eeotion  (TAKOA,  MAYA)  plus  NAOHI 

3 OA 

CruDiv  Twenty  One  leu 

on  eaetion  (KISO,  TAMA)  plus 

3 00L 

ADUKUMA 

A!b"' A 'IAN'' 

1 X01 

Desdiv  Seven 

(3  DD) 

Desdiv  Twenty- Seven 

(3  DD) 

Desdiv  Six 

(4  DD) 

Deadly  Twenty-One 

(4  DD) 

HilKAAli,  S'lT.iKAdN 

(2  DD) 

16  DD 

Subron  ode 

6 SO 

Minelayers 

(unknown  number) 

Subohaser  Division  Thirteen  7 or 

8 SC 

Gunboats 

3 

It  la  of  interest  to  note  that,  tha  day  of  departure  of  the  Japanese 
Northern  Fnroe  (May  23rd)  for  the  Aleutian  area  from  Ominato  was  within  two 
days  of  Cl.dPAC’s  earliest  predioted  tine  of  departure  (May  36th)  of  thi* 
foroe.  The  remainder  of  the  Northern  Area  Foroe,  sons! sting  of  tha  Adak 
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Occupation  Group  and  the  Kicka  Occupation  Group  departed  from  Ominato  four 
days  later  on  May  27th,- 

Tha  Amerioan  Commander  knew  that  Japaneee  eubmarines  had  been  en»n''«d  In 
reconnaissance  operations  in  the  Aleutian  area,  and  that  a Japanese  seaplane 
had  resonnoitered  Kiska  on  May  24th,  He  realised  that  other  areas  were  alao 
under  Japanese  eorutiny,  but  he  did  not  know.whioh  areas  these  were. 

He  did  not  know  the  exmot  area  in  whloh  the  Japanese  Aleutian  landings 
wars  to  be  made,  but  ClhOPAC's  Commander  in  Aleutian  waters,  CTF  8,  in  his 
estimate  assumed  that  the  Japanese  intended  to  seise  basea  in  the  Umnak-Dutoh 
Harbor-Cold  Pay  araa,  and  that  tha  firat  move  would  be  a surprise  bombing  and 
strafing  attaak  on  the  United  States  airfields  in  supporting  distanoe  of  tha 
salaotad  landing  araa. 

CTF  8's  assumption*  as  to  tha  looation  of  the  planned  aaphibiou*  operation* 
war*  wrong.  He  reoeivad  intelligence  on  May  28th  that,  the  Japanese  Alaakan  Foroe 
had  one  task  group  earmarked  for  the  oaptura  of  Kiskat  another  task  group  for  a 
•eoond  place  in  that  area  whloh  intelligence  said  might  be  Attu,  He  reasoned 
that  as  this  information  watt  derived  from  intercepted  Japanese  radio  transmissions, 
it  might  have  been  inspired  by  the  Japanese  for  the  purpose  of  deoeivlng  the 
American  forosu  hoping  thereby  to  draw  the  naval  foroe*  sent  to  Intercept  them 
farther  to  the  westward,** 


AMERICAN  DISPOSITIONS 

The  American  Navy,  in  cooperation  with  tha  Army,  in  carrying  out  the 
directive  from  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  to  rapal  ti.e  threat  on  Midway  and 
the  Aleutian!,  as  well  as  in  carrying  out  the  various  tasks  assigned  to  OltlOPOA 
listed  under  Amerioan  Command  Relations,  had  established  bases  in  the  Central 
Paoifio  and  in  the  Northern  Paoifio, 

The  general  disposition  of  airfields,  naval  section  bases,  and  submarine 
bases  throughout  both  the  Central  Paoifio  and  the  Northern  Paoifio  araas  was  as 
follows i 


Central  Paoifio 

In  the  Cartral  Paoifio  the  primary  and  only  major  base  of  operation  for 
both  the  Army  and  the  Navy  was  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  Pearl  Harbor,  backed 
up  by  Mainland  ports  of  supply,  furnished  all  the  logistio  repair  and  maintenance 
neede  of  the  fleet.  For  the  Army  Oahu  waa  a large  ground  foroe  and  air  foroe 
center.  The  numerous  Army  and  Navy  land  plane  fields  on  Oahu  and  other  islands 

TTar  Records  and  Action  Reports  oT  ftasrJu"  T,  translation  of  Wdc  ldlfle,  page  ST 
»*CTF  8 Estimate  o/  the  Situation,  Para,  14, 
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of  the  Hawaiian  Group  provided  bases  for  tha  air  protaotion  of  tha  Islands 
and  staging  fialda  for  airoraft  movements, 

Tha  Commander >in-Ghiof  Paolfio  Float,  tha  Ooamandar  Hawaiian  Saa  Frontier , 
tha  Commander  Naval  Baaa  Air  Defame,  tha  Coananding  General  Hawaiian  Department, 
and  tha  Commander  of  tha  Seventh  Air  Foroa  all  maintained  headquartero  on  Oahu. 

Midway  Atoll  oontained  a email  land  and  aeaplane  baaa.  It  waa  uaad  primarily 
at  a raoonnaitaanoa  outpoat  for  tha  aaourlty  of  the  Hawaiian  Ialanda.  • It  alao  had 
a email  aubmarina  baaa  utiliiad  primarily  aa  a fueling  point  for  aubmarinea  an 
route  to  or  retiring  from  patrol.  Only  one  plana  field  had  bean  constructed  at 
thla  time  in  tha  Midway  Atoll.  Thia  waa  on  Saatarn  Ialand.  Seaplane  operating 
faoilltiaa  axiatad  inaida  of  tha  lagoon.  It  had  limited  fuel  auppliea  for 
eurfaoe  vaaaala.  A aubmarina  oabla  oonneoting  3a .d  Ialand  with  Honolulu  waa 
available  and  waa  extenaively  uaad  for  oomnunloation  purpoaaa.  By  ualng  It 
to  handle  tha  greatly  lnereaaed  volume  of  trafflo  inoidant  to  tha  dafanaa  of 
Midway,  tha  volume  of  radio  trafflo  waa  kept  within  normal  limits  and  tha 
Japanese  did  not  auapeot  that  tha  Aaarloana  had  knowledge  of  thia  plan.  Two 
radai'  atationa  had  bean  oonatruetad  and  ware  operating j one  on  laatarn  Island, 
tha  other  on  Sand  Island. 

Johnston  Ialand  oentaiaed  only  a small  naval  air  station  from  whloh  a few 
Navy  patrol  planes  and,  on  oooaaion,  Army  planes  wart  operated.  It  la  ao  looated 
that  searoh  flights  to  tha  westward  sever  tha  southern  approaches  to  Midway,  It 
tharafora  waa  atratagloally  important. 

Kura  Island,  65  alias  to  the  westward  of  Midway,  was  not  oooupied  by 
Amerioan  troops.  It  had  an  emergency  seaplane  anchorage  and  operating  area  within 
ita  lagoon,  and  alao  had  a potential  lend  plana  alta  on  tha  main  island. 

Northern  Paoiflo 


In  thia  area  thara  war#  no  well-developed  naval  and  air  bases.  Kodiak  and 
Dutoh  Harbor  ware  tha  principal  basaa  of  thia  type,  but  they  had  to  be  supported 
to  a large  extant  from  Seattle,  whloh  oontained  tha  nearest  drydook  and  repair 
faoilltiaa  of  any  extant. 

Kodiak,  on  Kodiak  Ialand  off  tha  Alaska  Peninsula,  had  a modern  naval  air 
station  for  land  and  seaplanes,  a submarine  base,  aud  limited  logistio  faollitlea 
and  was  protected  by  array  ground  troops  at  Fort  Greely.  The  harbor  here  was 
exoellent.  It  was  here  the  Array  Commanders  Involved  maintained  their  headquarters. 

At  Dutoh  Harbor,  Dhalaska,  there  waa  an  sdvmeed  aeaplane  base,  and  a aubmarina 
and  saotion  baas.  Protecting  army  ground  troops  ware  at  nearby  Fort  Wears,  other 
important  bases  werat 
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(a)  Fort  Qlenn  ( Otter  Point),  on  Omsk  Island,  was  the  main  Army  airfield 
in  the  Aleutian  ohain,  and  its  construction  had  been  given  high  priority  by  the 
Army.  Its  principal  purpose  was  to  furnish  fighter  air  support  for  Dutch  Harbor 
and  to  serve  as  a base  for  future  operations  against  the  Japanese.  It  was  the 
only  airfield  in  Alaska  at  that  time  equipped  with  a metallic  landing  mat. 
Runways  5,000  feet  by  ISO  feet  were  ready  for  use  and  airoraft  warning  radar 
was  in  the  prooess  of  being  installed.  Aviation  gasoline  and  bombs  were 
available.  Its  construction  was  apparently  entirely  unknown  to  the  Japanese. 

(b)  Seward,  on  the  Kenai  Peninsula,  had  a Navy  station  base,  and  there 
was  an  Army  garrison  at  nearby  Fort  Raymond. 

(0)  Sitka,  on  Baraaof  Island,  had  a naval  air  station  and  protective  Army 
garrison  at  Port  Ray,  This  was  the  meet  important  joint  operations  base  in 
Southeastern  Alaska,  Fuel  stowage  capacity  was  limited  to  fifteen  day*  eupply. 
This  necessitated  frequent  tanker  oalis  at  this  port,  and  ourtailed  the  amount 
of  fuel  available  to  the  operating  forees. 

(d)  Cold  Bay,  at  the  end  of  the  Alaskan  Peninsula,  had  a naval  seoticn 
base  and  served  aa  an  Army  staging  and  opsrationing  airfield.  It  was  reported 
to  poesses  en  exoellent  harbor  la  wbioh  tha  whole  United  States  Fleet  oould  be 
baaed,  and  was  considered' to  be  the  aefest  anchorage  for  large  ship*  from 
submarine  attack.  Ita  Army  airfield  et  Fort  Randall  which  was  praotioally 
completed,  had  runways  8,000  feat  by  160  feet  ready  for  uae,  and  had  aviation 
gasoline  end  a supply  of  bomba  available.  Army  Infantry  and  field  artillery 
troops  with  76  an  peak  howitssrs  wars  installed  at  Oold  Bay  for  the  da  fence 

of  the  base. 

(e)  Rand  Point,  Popof  Island  in  the  Shumagln  group,  had  a naval  section 
base,  and  Popof  Strait  provided  an  ample  seaplane  anchorage  and  operating  area. 

(f)  Ladd  Fiald,  near  Fairbanks,  Alaska,  was  an  Army  Air  Bass  and  Gold 
Wsather  Experimental  Station.  It  had  a relnforoed  oonorete  lunwty  of  0,000 
fast  and  two  runways  of  10,000  end  10,600  feet.  It  wee  proteotsd  by  about 
700  Army  troops,  including  Infantry,  artillery,  end  an  Air  Oorpa  Oold  Heather 
Teat  Squadron.  The  field  watt  stocked  with  gasoline  and  bomb*,  and  on  May  10th 
supported  six  type  P-36  fighter  planes. 

(g)  Noma  had  an  Army  staging  field  with  e small  infantry  garrison.  Tho 
airfield  was  stocked  with  gasoline,  but  had  no  hangars  or  airplanes. 

(h)  Anohorage  hsd  two  eporational  airfields  where  it  of  May  lBth  over  one 
half  of  the  Army  Air  Force  planes  in  the  Alaikan  area- -forty  four  planes  of 
various  types -were  operating, 

(1)  Cordova  had  airfield  runways  so  constructed  as  to  be  available  for 
year-round  operation.  It  was  an  Army  staging  field  proteotsd  by  about  471 
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troops  of  various  oafcegories. 

(J)  Yukatet  had  an  excellent  9,000  foot  runway  for  land  plans*.  It  was 
•tookad  with  aviation  gai  and  bombs,  but  had  no  planes.  It  was  an  Army  staging 
field  to  Northern  and  Western  Alaska.  Its  defense  was  provided  by  about  815 
Army  troops  consisting  of  a ooast  artillery  battery,  a reinforced  infantry 
oompany  and  various  servioe  ur.lts, 

(k)  Juneau  had  an  Army  staging  field  with  about  486  Army  troops  attaohed 
to  the  base  for  its  defense  and  maintenance. 

(l)  Ketchikan  was  the  headquarters  for  the  U.S,  Ooast  Quard  in  Alaska, 
and  was  also  a Ooast  Quard  repair  bate, 

(a)  Annette  Island  was  an  Army  staging  field.  It  was  also  an  operating 
base  for  a squadron  of  Royal  Canadian  Air  fores  pursuit  planes, 

(n)  Kodiak  and  Dutoh  Harbor  had  permanent  serological  stations.  Six 
additional  mobile  aerologioal  stations  with  limited  radio  facilities  were 
looated  on  Tlknak,  Atka,  Kanaga,  Amohltka,  Kiska,  and  Attu.  These  latter 
stations  wars  not  permanently  looatsd,  but  opsrated  in  the  approximate 
violnlty  of  the  islands  indioated, 

AMUR1  PAN  LAND  AND  TjjjNDBR  BASED  AIRCRAFT 

SanTrTPPaolfio 

Tho  land  and  tender  based  airoraft  involved  in  operations  from  Midway 
included  patrol  planet  of  Patrol  Wings  ONE  and  TWO,  Army  bombers  of  the 
Seventh  Air  Foroe,  fighters,  and  dive  bombers  of  Marins  Air  Group  28,  and 
torpado  planes  of  Torpedo  Squadron  Sight,  Planes  of  Patrol  Wing  ONfi  were 
also  engaged  in  searches  from  Johnston  Island,  Additional  patrol  planes 
of  Patrol  Wings  ONE  and  TWO,  together  with  Army  bombers  of  the  Seventh  Air 
Foroe,  were  engaged  in  seourity  searohes  for  the  main  islands  of  the  Hawaiian 
Qroup,  Some  became  involved  in  the  aotion  off  Midway, 

All  Army  and  Navy  airoraft  sent  to  Midway  to  partioipata  in  the  defense 
of  Midway  reported  for  duty  to  the  Commending  Offloar,  Naval  Air  Station,  Midway, 
and  operated  under  his  oommand.  Likewise,  all  Army  and  Navy  airoraft  aent  to 
Johnston  Island  reported  for  duty  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Naval  Air 
Station  who  exerolsed  operational  oontrol. 

OTF  9,  Commander  Patrol  Wings,  Paoifio,  who  was  also  Gommander  Naval  Base 
Air  Defense  for  the  Hawaiian  Sea  Frontlor,  as  well  ss  Commander  Patrol  Wing 
TWO,  was  ohargad,  initially,  insofar  as  ths  defense  of  Midway  was  oonoerned, 


only  with  despatching  suoh  patrol  plana*  to  Midway  and  Johnaton  Island  as  might 
be  required.  Later,  an  my  29th.  his  authority  was  extended  to  iaelude  the 
ordering  ef  9a Tenth  Bomber  Command  aircraft  on  missions  that  inoluded  landing 
or  basing  at  Midway. 

frlor  to  my  22nd.  the  entire  land  baaed  air  defense  for  Midway  eonaieted 
ef  four  PBT-6  patrol  plaaea  from  Patrol  Win*  TWO.  and  twenty-one  fighters  and 
twenty-one  dire  bombers  from  Marine  Air  Oreup  22.  This  Marine  Air  Group 
strength  waa  increased  on  my  26th.  when  tho  088  KITTY  HAWK  arrived  at  Midway 
with  nineteen  80D-2.  seven  Mr«8  aircraft,  and  twenty-two  officers  and  thirty- 
five  nan.  Seventeen  ef  the  new  pilots  arriving  in  this  group,  however,  were 
fresh  out  ef  flight  school. 

During  the  latter  part  af  my  the  number  ef  patrol  planes  at  Midway  waa 
gradually  inorsaesd.  Soma  Army  bombers  were  alee  flown  into  Midway  to  form  a 
nuoleua  for  the  proposed  air  striking  group  to  be  based  on  that  island. 

Bin  patrol  planes  were  despatched  to  Johnaton  Island  to  provide  the  plaaea 
aeoeasary  to  conduct  the  air  eearehea  planned  from,  that  Island* 

As  of  my  51st  the  number  ef  airplanes  available  at  Midway  and  at  Johnston 
Island,  and  available  to  OTP  9 in  the  Oahu  area  are  shown  in  the  attached  Table  1. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  toteal  number  ef  aircraft  at  Midway  was  Increased 
about  tee  and  one-half  times  between  May  82nd  and  June  1st.  However,  aervloe 
and  maintenance  personnel  were  net  augmented  la  equal  proportion.  This  required 
oombat  crews  to  assist  in  rearming  and  servieeiag  their  own  aircraft  after  the 
completion  of  each  flight.  The  inadequate  facilities  available  made  these  tasks 
long  and  arduous.  In  addition,  the  searohes  and  other  air  operations  were  very 
extensive,  requiring  the  daily  employment  ef  the  majority  of-  the  patrol  and  heavy 
boobing  aircraft  personnel.  Pew  relief  erews  were  available.  As  a result  some 
of  the  crews  entered  the  battle  on  Juno  4th  la  a near  state  or  exhaustion.  This 
naturally  affected  their  effleleney.  although  it  in  ns  wise  dampened  their  courage 
and  determination.  Despite  this  overloading  ef  the  personnel,  an  unusually  high 
peroentago  of  the  total  planes  available  were  operational  prior  to  contact  with 
the  enemy. 

In  this  oor.neotion  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  congestion  of  planes 
and  personnel  on  Midway  was  extreme.  Plans  parsonnol  slapt  in  dugeuts  alongside 
the  landing  strips.  On  June  2nd  it  bsoaae  nsoassary  for  tha  OHAS  Midway  to 
return  six  8-17's  and  thrae  PBY-6A  to  Pesrl  in  order  to  roliovo  this  congestion. 
Tha  physloal  limitations  lmpoaud  by  tho  sise  of  the  island  and  the  United 
facilities  available  plaoed  a definite  limit  on  ths  number  ef  personnel  whioh 
could  bo  sustained  on  the  island.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  oonmand  waa  satisfied 
with  the  personnel  situation.  Certainly  the  air  units  were  not.  In  the  abaenoe 
ef  sufficient  ground  personnel  to  properly  support  the  extensive  sir  operations 
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undertaken,  the  plane  crews  warn  worked  to  the  point  of  exhaustion,  and  war* 
than  relieved  in  some  oases  by  fresh  crews  from  Pearl,  In  thia  way  the  operations 
were  oarried  on  with  a minimum  of  paraonnel.  Since  Midway  waa  aomewhnt  of  an 
emergency  operation  covering  only  a few  day*,  auoh  a plan  oould  be  oarriad  out. 

Had  the  operation  been  extended  over  a longer  period,  the  search  plan  would  have 
undoubtedly  oollupaed  for  want  of  proper  ground  and  logistic  support, 

Tho  F2A-3  fighter  planes  and  tha  SB2U-3  dive  bombera  assigned  tu  Marine  Air 
Group  22  were  not  the  newest  American  types.  These  planes  upon  their  replacement 
on  tho  carriers  with  F4P  and  SBO'a  some  months  previously,  had  been  transferred 
to  the  Marine  Oorps,  This  polioy  of  equipping  the  Marine  Corps  Air  Croups  with 
old  types  of  planes,  giving  the  oarrier  Air  Croups  priority  in  assignment  of 
new  types,  was  a contributing  feotor  to  tho  excessive  losses  sustained  in  the 
Midway  aotion  by  Marine  Air  Croup  22, 

Many  of  the  Army  S-l?'t  had  reoently  arrived  from  the  Mainland,  Some 
required  struotual  ohanges,  including  tha  installation  of  extra  gas  tanks  and 
other  new  equipment.  One  squadron  raoaived  heavy  bomber  replacements  in  lieu 
of  medium  bomber  replacements,  i,e,  I3-17»s  for  B-lB'e,  only  a few  dnys  prior 
to  being  aant  to  Midway,  Tims  simply  was  not  available  for  training  or 
indoctrination  in  the  new  type, 

Tho  Marine  pilots  who  arrived  on  May  26th  were  so  Snexperienood  tn  dive 
bombing  that  the  squadron  commander  considered  it  advisable  to  employ  glide 
bombing,  although  glide  bombing  was  reoognised  as  a muoh  less  effootive 
procedure  against  the  strong  fighter  and  anti-airoraft  opposition  expected, 

AMERICAN  SEARCH  AND  RBOOMNAlSdAKOti 

Commander  Paoifio  0 jean  areas,  in  preparation  for  tha  defense  of  Midway, 
had  transferred  PBY  type  planes  to  Midway  and  Johnston  Inland  as  mown  in  tho 
preceding  table,  Owing  to  the  limited  facilities  at  both  bairns,  relatively 
few  pianes  ware  initially  assigned.  However,  as  the  information  concerning 
the  planned  Japanese  attack  on  Midway  was  believed  to  bn  accurate,  It  wus 
necessary  that  ths  areas  from  whloh  the  attack  was  most  likely  tn  cone  bo 
thoroughly  asarohsd  daily.  This  required  a maximum  search  effort  be  mixdo 
from  both  Midway  and  Johnston  Island  by  tha  patrol  plana  groups  established 
there.  The  scope  of  those  searohes  was  as  shown  in  Diagram  HC"  and  as 
presented  In  the  following  table i 
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Midway  Saarohee  (PBY*!) 


cm 

SECTOR 

DISTANCE 

NO.  OP 
PLANES 

REMARKS 

30  May 

200°-020°T 

700 

22 

Saaroh  northward  of  325° 

T bayond  350  milas  not 
thorough,  dua  to  weathar. 
Oontaot  with  two  twin 
angina  enamy  bombers  was 
mads. 

SI  May 

• (A 

0 

CD 

o 

1 

o 

700 

21 

No  saaroh  north  of  2B5°T 
bayond  360  miles  dua  tero- 
■aro  weather. 

1 June 

2 00° -020° 
(T) 

70(5 

22 

Excellent  oovorage  axovpt 
beyond  Una-running  east 
and  west  300  miles  north 
of  Midway.  Contaots  with 
enamy  twin  angina  bombers 
was  made. 

» «Djna 

200°-020° 

(T) 

700 

22 

Exoellent  oovaraga  axoept  . 
between  292°  and  315°  T 
bayond  400  miles  north  of 
Midway, 

3 Juna 

200°-020° 

(T) 

700 

22 

Exoellent  oovaraga  axoept 
beyond  400  miles  to  north- 
northwest  of  Midway.  First 
oontaot  two  Jap  oargo  vas-  . 
sals.  Several  other  oon- 
teots. 

4 Juna 

200°»020° 

(T) 

425 

22 

Planes  ordered  to  go  to  425 
miles  unless  4 oarriars  ware 
looutod  earl  lari  upon  com- 
pletion of  saaroh,  planes 
were  to  proceed  to  Layeon 
Lisianslci  Islands  and  await 
orders. 

B Juna 

2 50° -020° 
(T) 

260 

10 

Coverage  exoellent. 

- 60  - 

.UNCLASPED 

■ f 

31  May 

:’61°-32D° 

500 

6 

90$  coverage.  Searches 

K 

( m J 

began  this  date. 

1 f 

1 June 

261°-329° 

500 

6 

DO'S  coverage. 

(T) 

7 

m 

2 June 

( 26l°-270°T 

610 

l 

1 

> 27O°»30n®T 

700 

4 

These  searches  overlapped 
Midway  s parch. 

1 

3-7  June 

201°-3006T 

700 

4 

All  searches  negative. 

Midway  Searches  ( PBY1 » ) 
ToontT 


DATE 

SECTOR 

DISTANCE 

no.  of 

REMARKS 

PUMES 

6 June 

220°-3o0° 

(T) 

COO 

— 

100$  coverage.  Several 
oontacts  and  attacks. 

7 June 

263°-283° 

(7) 

270°- 000° 
(T) 

650 

— 

Coverage  was  excellent. 

7 June 

m • 

21 

Area  search  bounded  by 
line  drawn  220  miles  to 

northward  and  350  miles 
to  westward.  This  was  a 
rescue  operation. 


Johnston  Island  Searches  (Pfjy'a) 


TF  IP  and  .17  Searohos 


DATE 

THE 

SECTOR 

DISTANCE 

REMARKS 

3 1 May 

1430 

2 70°  -030° 

150 

TP’  1C  routine  searches  begun. 
Passed  out  of  area  covered  by 
Poarl  oenroh. 

1 Jure 

0400 

3 30° -01*0° 

150 

HORNET  made  forenoon  search. 
No  afternoon  nenroh--duo  fog. 

2 June 

054? 

2?0°-060° 

ICO 

ENTERPRISE  searched.  All  planes 
encountered  bad  wee  Hie**  and 

returned  early.  Afternoon  search 
ceticolle  ! dut;  to  rein  and  fog, 
Made  rendezvous  with  TK  17, 
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TF  16  and  17  Searches 
(o o nt) 


DATE 

TIME 

SECTOR 

DISTANCE 

REMARKS 

3 June 

0400 

240°-060° 

200 

YOHKTOWH  searoh.  Poor 

visibility  and  squally 

* 

weather. 

3 June 

1300 

240°-0S0° 

176 

YORKTOWN  search. 

4 June 

0421 

2 70° -090° 

100 

YORKTOTN  searoh.  10  VSB 

4 June 

1100 

280°-020° 

250 

YORKTOWN  searoh,  10  V!3B 

6 June 

No  saarohea  this  date. 

6 June 

0602 

160°-360° 

200 

ENTERPRISE  search.  16  VSB 

6 June 

0746 

2 09° -2 OP 0 

160 

CA  search.  4 VOS 

* * a 

The 

land  based  searoh  plan  for  Midway  was  based 

on  thn  following  assumptions 

1,. 

That  visibility, 

In  goneral, 

would  permit  a 

large  foroe,  or  small  foroe 

making  high  speed,  to  be  detected  at  a distance  of  26  miles. 


2.  That  the  Japanese  would  launoh  carrier  strikes  against  Midway  at  dawn  at 
a distance  no  greater  than  200  miles. 

That  the  Japanese  oarrier  foroe  would  use  a speed  no  greater  than  27  knots 
for  the  run-in  to  launching  position. 

4.  That  a 160°  sector  eearoh  from  Midway  would  cover  the  Japanese  most 
probable  approaches,  provided i 

(«.)  The  southern  flank  of  the  Midway  searoh  was  covered  by  an  inter- 
connecting search  from  Johnston  island. 

(b)  The  eastern  flank  was  covered  by  the  Amerioan  oarrier  task  forces 
ntationed  thereon. 

The  provisions  of  4(a)  were  obtained  on  May  31st,  when  the  Commanding  Officer, 
Nf»”fil  Air  Station,  Johnston  Island  commenoed  covering  the  southern  flank  by  searches 
i'ror"  that  base,  and  the  provisions  of  4(b)  were  obtained,  when  on  May  30th,  an 
Amerioan  Carrier  Task  Foroe  arrived  and  oommenoed  operating  in  the  eastern  seotor 
from  Midway.  The  carrier  task  forces  were  then  outside  the  seotor  searched  by  the 
planoB  based  on  Oahu,  The  180°  saotor  selected  for  searoh  from  Midway  was  between 
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bearings  20 0°  (T)  and  020°  (T), 

The  problem,  then,  was  to  eearoh  this  eeotor  in  suoh  a manner  that  the 
planes  available  for  eearoh  would  detest  the  Japanese  foretea  before  they  oould 
reaah  the  launching  position.  This  would  give  the  American  air  a’ttaok  forces 
the  opportunity  to  strike  the  firet  blow,  a faotor  whioh  experience  hat!  proved 
vital  to  euooess  in  a oarrier  duel. 

Other  considerations  whioh  governed  the  solution  of  the  search  and  patrol 
problem  weret  that— (a)  the  American  planes  must  not  be  oaught  on  the  ground 
and  destroyed,  nor,  (b)  the  runways  and  facilities  so  damaged  as  to  make  it 
impossible  for  them  to  get  off.  It  was  expeoted  that  the  Japanese  carriers 
would  not  launoh  planes  at  a distanoe  greater  than  200  miles.  It  was  neoessary, 
therefore,  that  aaoh  day's  searoh  be  oonduotad  to  suoh  c,  distanoe  that  any 
enemy  foroe  whioh  might  be  undiscovered  just  bayond,  could  not  approaoh  within 
200  miles  of  Midway  before  the  next  day’s  searoh,  A search  to  700  miles  seemed 
adequato  to  meet  these  conditions, * It  was  also  about  the  limiting  radius  of 
the  PBY's  when  equipped  with  two  five-hundred-pound  bombs, 

CNAS  Midway  felt  that  since  an  area  of  poor  visibility  prevailed  800  to 
400  miles  to  the  northwest,  it  might  be  impossible  to  discover  the  Japanese 
carriers  the  day  before  they  reaohed  the  launching  position,  if  they  approaohed 
from  that  direction,  un  the  other  hand,  he  felt  that  the  same  bad  weather  area 
would  also  be  likely  to  prevent  sufficiently  accurate  navigation  to  enable  the 
Japanese  to  make  a night  launoh Ing.  It  seemed  probabla  that  upon  paBuing  from 

a bad  4eather  area  In  the  early  hours  of  morning,  the  Japanese  Commander  would 
wuit  for  dawn  to  fix  his  position  before  launching  planet',  If  thin  assumption 
proved  to  be  ourreot,  sinoe  dawn  was  about  0416,  the  , Japanese  pianos  might.  b*> 
expeoted  to  strike  Midway  about  0600.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  the  aoouraoy 
of  this  analysis,  for  the  Japanese  struck  Midway  at  0630,** 

0NA3  Midway  planed  in  efl'eot  o.  searoh  plan  based  on  an  estimate  by  Commander 
Patrol  Vling  TWO.  He  decided  that  a Ifg-pinnosearcn—each  plane  flavoring  a sector 
of  — to  a distance  of  700  miles— could  accomplish  thin  purpose,  Aoonrdinrly, 
he  prepared  suoh  a searoh  plan.  This  plan  nailed  for  twenty  two  PRY  15  and  PBYhA 
planes  to  depart  Midway  at  dawn  (about.  0415)  dally,  to  fly  out  to  n radius  of 
700  miles  at  an  indicated  airspeed  of  shout  100  knots,  and  to  return  to  Midway 
at  an  indicated  airspeed  of  ill  knots  or  better,  in  order  tu  land  before  dark,*** 

In  view  of  the  limited  number  of  PRY'S  and  PBY  pilots,  ant  because  of  the 
advantages  in  speed  and  ( mament.  of  Army  R-17's,  CHAP  Midway,  considered  sub- 
stituting R-17's  for  PBY's.  He  found  it  neoessary  to  discard  tin's  cnaiderstion 
for  the  I'ol  lowing  reasons  i 

♦J’n’-iVirig  TVi'o  'Secret  'temorandum  to  CltT5"P/rc  on  Employment  of  Aircraft  'in  oonnsctTon 
with  enemy  attack  on  Midway,  dated  May  23,  1942, 

••Captain  Logan  Ramsey,  tJSN,  Air  Operations  Midway  Defense  Foroe,  Rattle  of  Midway, 
serial  0027  June  16th,  1.042, 

•••Commander  Naval  Base  Air  Dafjnse,  Battle  of  Midway,  serial  0028  June  30th,  19ec, 
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(a)  He  did  not  think  it  wise  to  inform  the  Japanese  by  chanoe  sighting 
that  4-engine  bombers  were  operating  from  Midway, 

(b)  He  did  not  desire  to  weaken  his  Striking  Foroe  of  4-engine  bombers 
by  employing  them  for  daily  searahes.* 

This  decision  of  CHAS,  Midway,  appears  sound.  Although  he  does  not  say 
so,  nevertheless  there  Is  little  doubt  but  that  his  decision  muet  have  been 
affected  by  the  laok  of  training  in  over-water  navigation  and  search  by  the 
B-17  pilots.  The  results  of  this  laok  of  experience  were  demonstrated  on  May 
31st. 


The  Midway  search  plan  provided  for  the  withdrawal  to  Pearl  Harbor  of  all 
PBY  planes  after  they  had  located  the  Japanese  Mobile  Foroe  and  had  made  any 
night  attnoka  that  eeemad  praotioable.  This  portion  of  the  plan  was  exeouted 
in  part  only, 

Tho  Midway  searohes  were  augmented,  on  occasions,  by  operations  of  other 
units.  The  most  important  of  these  operations,  because  they  were  offensive 
in  nature,  were  those  made  by  apeoial  search  and  attack  groups  uf  Army  B-17's 
ori  May  31st  and  June  1st,  CINCPAC,  through  his  intell i.-enoo  channels,  had 
reason  to  believe  that  an  expected  enemy  rendezvous  would  be  about  700  miles 
bearing  276°  (T)  from  Midway  and,  therefore#  he  direoiied  that  this  rendezvous 
position  be  reoonnbitered  at  about  1600  on  the  above  dates,  In  compliance  with 
these  orders  the  ONAS,  Midway,  despatched  fifteen  B-17'a  on  May  diet.  These 
planes  flew  the  full  distance  with  negative  results.  They  nearly  ran  into 
disaster  upon  thtir  return,  howuver,  because  they  beoumo  lost,  and  were  finally 
homed  by  a combination  of  radar  and  radio  direction  finder  bearings,  The  last 
plane  landed  four  and  a half  hours  overdue,** 

This  near  disaster  is  oited  here  to  indio&te  the  laok  of  experience  of  the 
Army  flyers  In  flying  over  water  and  in  ovorwater  navigation.  Such  inexperianoo 
oarinot  fail  to  have  had  an  adverse  effaot,  not  only  on  the  pilots  themselves,  but 
also  on  the  various  oonmandors  concerned.  This  marked  limitation  in  the  capabilities 
of  tin  Army  pilotj  at  tho  time  was  a faotor  which  had  to  bo  considered  in  determining 
their  employment  at  Midway, 

On  June  1st,  GNAS,  Midway,  despatched  six  B-17's  to  the  same  rendezvous  point, 
but  once  again  results  were  negative.  This  wes  primarily  due  to  unfavorable  flying 
weather  which  was  so  poor  as  to  foroe  the  planes  to  turn  book  after  « senroh  of 
only  360  miles.** 

Ou  June  2nd,  ONA:  Midway,  despatched  a special  lunr;  ranro  P-17  wLth  on  bomb 

load  on  a similar  search  to  a distance  of  shout  300  ml  lee.  However,  this  search 

♦^bmjTander  Lfcan  Ramsey,  ’J.3N,  Air  Operation's  M<  dway  befense  Force,  Pottle  o? 

Midway,  Serial  0027  of  June  16th,  1642, 

♦•Commander  Logan  Hs.msey,  MSN,  Air  Operations  Midway  Defense  Foroeu,  Battle  of 
Midway,  serial  0027  of  Jur.o  16th,  1942,  pane  2, 
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whs  to  the  northwestward  rather  tnan  to  the  westward.  Why  this  ohan?e  was 
made  is  not  dear,  but  it  is  reported  that  ’’IMS,  Midway,  made  this  searoh  upon 
the  strong  representations  of  Commander  7th  Air  Foroe,  who  was  on  Midway  Atoll 
at  the  time  and  who  appears  to  have  considered  that  the  northwest  was  the  most 
probable  area  for  the  approach  of  the  Ja;anese  Mobile  Foroos,  as  indiouted  in 
OINCTAC  Operation  Flan,  As  events  disclosed  later,  the  Japanese  approached  from 
both  the  west  and  northwest.  The  7th  Air  Force  Liaison  Officer  concerning  this 
flight  states,  under  tha  date  of  June  2nd,  "One  B-17  fUrht  No,  1 V68  search 
mission  292° -300°,  x 400  miles  took  oft'  at  0800,  landed  1400,  Ho  contacts,"** 

It  is  apparent  from  this  journal  that  tha  pilot  of  this  plane,  owing  to  bad 
weather,  was  unable  to  searoh  the  full  distance  of  800  miles  and  was  forced  to 
turn  back  aftsr  searoh' ng  but  400  miles.  Had  he  Keen  able  to  search  ♦•he  full 
800  miles  on  the  designated  traok  the  searoh  would  have  been  ineffective,  as 
the  Japanese  Mobile  Foroe  was  to  the  north  of  the  areas  searohed  and  not  within 
visual  sighting  distance.  At  the  time  this  plane  waa  due  to  reach  the  outer 
limit  of  its  search,  the  Mobile  Force  was  bearing  approximately  318°  T distance 
770  miles  from  Midway, 

On  the  morning  of  June  3rd  the  usual  daily  searoh  by  patrol  planes  (PB'f'i) 
van  made,  Those  planes  were  launched  at  about  0418  and  were  followed  at  0430 
by  the  3-17's  which  JNAS  Midway  Joaired  to  keep  in  the  air.  During  tho  time 
that  theBe  hoavy  planes  were  taking  off,  it  waa  customary  for  the  fighter  planes 
to  fly  combat  air  patrol.  The  remainder  of  the  planes  were  kept  on  the  ground 
in  a fully  alert  status  until  after  the  searoh  plane-j  had  passed  beyond  400 
ml U a on  their  outward  leg.  As  It  whu  not  considered  practicable  to  land  the 
B-17's  until  they  had  boan  in  the  air  about  four  hours,  and  had  reduced  their 
loading  to  a paint  where  landings  could  be  safely  made,  this  daily  plan  for  the 
B-17's  increased  the  logistics  problem  on  Mae tern  Island,  Midway  Atoll,  CHA3, 
Midway  felt  that  the  risk  of  having  the  B-17' a oaught  on  the  ground  warranted 
tho  acceptance  of  this  difficulty.  Consequently*  as  they  had  not  completed 
refueling  when  the  05)86,  Juno  3rd  oontaot  report  wu»  received,  the  B-17's  were 
not  ready  for  immediate  take-off,  Regardless,  CHAD,  Midway  did  qjet  .d.eiire  to 
commit  this  force  until  he  was  satisfied  that,  this  was  the  best  target.*** 

Tho  weather  on  the  morning  of  Juno  3rd  was  excellent  except  beyond  400 
miles  to  the  north-nurthweut,  ar.d  it  whs  expeotorl  that  oontaot*  might  be  made, 

At  0004  the  first  surface  contact  of  ttiir  notion  wrs  made  when  one  of  the  patrol 
planes  reported  '""wo  Japanese  oar, mo  vosnelfl  s'u-hted  bearing  247°,  distant  470 
miles.  Fired  on  by  AA" , Tills  was  followed  by  a report  from  another  patrol  plane 
at  05’26,  ""aln  Body  bearing  261,  distance  700,  six  large  ships  in  column",** 

This  la- ter  contact  was  on  the  Transport  Croup  of  the  Midway  Peculation  Foroe, 
whereas  the  first,  oontaot  was  on  Section  I of  the  Japanese  Minesweeping  Ore  ? en 


♦Commander  Logan  Ramsey,  ”‘iN,  Air  Operations 
Midway,  serial  0027  of  June  lfith,  1042,  pap-o  ?.. 

♦♦Liaison  Journal,  Battle  of  Midway,  Jo.K,  Warner,  Major  Air  Corps,  page  9, 
♦♦♦Commander  Logan  Ramsey,  UGH,  Air  Operations  Midway  Defense  Forces,  Battle  of 
Midway,  serial  0027  of  June  16th,  1942,  page  1-2, 
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route  to  Midway 


Tho  search  from  Johnston  Island  overlapped  the  Midway  search.  No  oontqots 
were  mode  by  Johnston  Island  planes. 

All  searches  called  for  by  the  above  planes  were  executed  almost  ex^tly  as 
planned.  All  of  the  assumptions  on  which  the  search  plan  was  based  wars  oorreot, 
with  the  exception  that  the  weather  to  the  northwest  was  poorer  than  anticipated. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  prior  to  June  4th  more  than  90$  of  all  of  the 
PBY's  were  flown  on  searohas  daily.  This  shows  thAt  the  condition  of  the  planes 
upon  thoir  arrival  at  Midway  was  excellent,  and  it  further  shows  that  tho  main- 
tenance of  the  planes,  even  though  accomplished  with  inadequate  ground  crows,  was 
remarkably  well  done. 

The  soarohes  from  Midway  were  augmented  by  searches  from  Dahu.  Soarohes  were 
made  daily  from  Oahu,  extonding  to  a radius  In  some  sectors  of  600  milos.  They 
were  designed  to  search  the  most  probAbla  area  of  Japanese  approach  to  Oahu  and 
oovered  the  sector  between  bearing  162°  (t)  and  059°  (T)  measured  olookwi3o  from 

Pearl  Harbor. 

However,  the  sector  between  bearings  277°  And  607°  (T),  containing  the 
Hawaiian  Chain  of  Islands,  was  not  soorohed.  It  was  considered  that  a aurfaoo 
foroe  attempting  to  penetrate  this  aron  would  bo  detected  by  the  other  searches 
wl  ioh  completely  "boxjd  in"  the  Arne. 

During  the  first  two  days  that  the  American  carrier  tank  forces,  TK  16  and 
TF  17,  were  en  route  to  their  operating  areas,  they  wote  well  oovered  by  these 
long  range  soarohes.  It  was  not  nooeesary  therefore  for  tnu  oBrriern  to  fly 
(long  range)  air  searches.  This  was  an  important  item  in  tho  oomhat  efficiency 
of  the  American  pilots,  «s  it  Insured  that  tunny  pilots  would  bo  allowed  to  rest 
during  this  time.  The  Japanese,  as  has  boon  stated  previously,  followed  similar 
practices  whenever  possible,  in  order  to  lmva  their  carrier  bused  planus  available 
for  striking  In  maximum  strength.  This  indicates  >u-Hn  how  closely  the  two  nations 
navies  paralleled  one  another  In  their  search  plans. 

After  the  American  oarriern  had  reached  a position  whore  the  Oahu  wenrohes 
were  no  longer  adequate  for  their  protection,  the  carriers  were  forced  to  o.induot 
their  own  searches.  Those  searches  are  indicated  on  Diagram  "0"  and  they  uh-w 
how  CNAS  Midway  (PatlVing  2)  requirement  for  tho  tioarch  of  Midway's  eantern  (hank 
was  provided  for  by  the  carriers  through  Instructions  from  CIIMPAC.* 

♦CINCPaS  "bperation  £lan  S0-'42,  liny  27,  IlTTlf  he  rial  0114  If  page  e.  Aleo  PatWing 
2 memorandum  to  CliJCPAC,  Employment  of  Aircraft  in  connection  with  enemy  nttaok 
on  Midway,  May  2d,  1942,  page  2, 
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AMERICA!!  UKU  AND  TEWDSR  ay.SiiD  AIRCRAFT 

Alaska-Aleutlan  Are* 


Tha  land  and  tsndsr  baaed  aircraft  involved  in  tha  operation*  from  the 
Aleutians  during  tha  Northern  Pacific  phase  of  the  Battle  of  Midway  inoluded 
Navy  patrol  plane*  of  Patrol  Wing  Pour  and  Army  bombers  and  fighters  of  the 
11th  Air  Foroe,  Based  at  Annette,  but  not  participating  in  the  action  were 
fighters  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Air  Foroe. 

On  May  21st  C0M1NGH  deolared  that  a prospective  state  of  Fleet  Opposed 
Invasion  would  exist  in  the  Aleutians  until  an  invasion  in  foroe  of  Kodiak 
or  Continental  Alaska  beooae  imminent,  or  a faot.  A state  of  Land  Opposed 
Invasion  would  then  be  in  effect,  GIF  8 end  tha  Commanding  General  Defense 
Command  agreed  on  May  27th  that  if  the  enemy  oaptured  a base  in  the  Umnak- 
Dutoh  Harbor-Cold  Bay  area,  an  “invasion"  of  the  Mainland  would  be  imminent,* 

At  this  time  the  air  strength  in  the  Aleutians  proper,  aooording  to 
OINCFAC's  information,  appears  to  have  consisted  of  four  navy  patrol  planus 
of  Patrol  Squadron  42,  and  twenty-three  fighters  and  five  bombers  of  the  11th 
Army  Air  Force,  Bight  additional  patrol  planes  of  Patrol  Squadron  42  were  at 
Kodiak  and  at  Continental  Alaskan  bases.  Additional  Army  planes  were  at 
Kodiak, 

Commander  Patrol  Wing  Four  was  'nitially  at  Seattle  operating  as  an  Air 
Task  Group  Commander  under  Commander  Northwest  Sea  Frontier.  This  Task  Group 
was  composed  of  twenty-four  FBY-6A  planes  of  Patrol  Squadrons  41  and  42,  whioh 
had  been  assigned  by  OINCPAO  together  with  their  respective  tenders.  They 
conducted  searohea  from  Alaskan  Mi'.  Continental  bases.  The  immediate  problems 
whioh  confronted  Commander  Patrol  Wing  Four  were  to  equip  additional  patrol 
planes  with  radar,  affeated  at  NAS  Alameda,  California]  to  got  them  to  the 
Aleutians  in  order  to  permit  an  adequate  search}  and  to  get  aerial  torpedoes 
to  the  forward  area  as  rapidly  as  possible.  It  appears  that  prior  to  May 
26th,  four  additional  aearoh  planes  of  Patrol  Squadron  42  were  dispatched  to 
the  Aleskan-Aleutlan  area.  On  May  26th  Commander  Patrol  Wing  Four  with  part 
of  his  staff  dapartad  for  Kodiak  in  four  planes  of  Patrol  Squadron  41,  Thia 
brought  the  total  number  of  patrol  planes  In  the  Aleskan-Aleutisn  area  to 
twenty.  His  operations  ol'floer  and  th*  remaindor  of  his  staff  ware  left 
behind  to  oonduot  aoaroh  operation*  out  of  Seattle,  Port  Angeles,  and  Tongue 
Point.  Upon  hie  arrival  at  Kodiak,  Commander  Patrol  Wing  Four  reported  to 
the  Commending  General  of  tha  11th  Air  Foros,  who  had  been  named  the  Commander 
of  ell  Air  Foroe*,  Army  end  Nsvy  attaohed  to  IF  8,»* 

On  May  27th  Commander  North  ’ fio  Foroe,  CTF  8,  arrived  at  Kodiak, 
Operational  oontroi  of  the  11th  < r Fnroe  and  th#  Naval  Air  Detachment  in  the 
Alaskan-Aleutlan  area  pasted  to  him.  a hit  plan,  latusd  after  a oonferenoa 
with  several  Naval  and  Army  offioera,  including  the  Commanding  General  Alaskan 

•Advanced  Intelligence  Center  Worth  P:.o i fio  end  (Ate  Vo r pec  646)  page  14. 

**War  Diary  Commandar  Patrol  Wing  Four,  May  27  to  SO  June  1942, 
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Defense  Command,  CTF  8 designated  the  Naval  Air  Detaohment  Alaskan -Aleutian 
area  as  Air  Searoh  Qroup  T.G,  8,1  under  the  oommand  oi'  Captain  L.  B.  Oehres, 

USN,  and  the  11th  Air  Foroe  as  Air  Striking  Croup  T.G,  0,3  under  the  command 
of  Brigadier  General  Butler,  USA,  Thus  we  see  that  unity  of  oommand  of  all 
air  foroes  in  the  Alaskan-Aleutian  area,  whioh  had  obtained  under  Commander 
Northwest  Sea  Frontier  and  oontinued  under  CIKCPAC's  Operation  Flan  86-42, 
now  oeased  to  be  in  effeot.  The  seaplane  tenders  CASCO,  WILLIAMSON,  and  GILLIS, 
and  patrol  squadrons  41  and  42  of  Patrol  Wing  4,  plus  two  B-17's,  three  VSO'e 
and  two  LB-30* s constituted  the  Air  Searoh  Group,*  On  May  28th  those  units  not 
already  on  station  prooeeded  to  their  assigned  station,  and  on  the  following  day. 
May  29th,  searoh  operations  oommenoed.  The  CASCO  was  to  provide  servioes  at 
Cold  Bay)  the  WILLIAMSON  at  Sand  Point)  and  the  GILLIS  was  to  operate  in  Aleut  an 
Fas*  aa  a rescue  and  homing  vessel  for  the  planes  based  ut  Dutch  Harbor, 

CTF  S desired  to  base  the  entire  11th  Air  Foroe  at  Umuak  and  Cold  Bay, 

CTG  6,3,  however,  did  hot  believe  that  the  oombined  parking  facilities  at 
those  bases  were  euffioient  for  more  than  one  medium  bombardment  squudron 
(twelve  pianos)  and  two  pursuit  squadrons  as  the  initial  foroe,**  Aotually, 
it  appears  that  this  was  not  the  controlling  reason  for  not  operating  more 
attack  planes  initially  from  those  basts  for  CTG  8,3  stated  that  ho  was 
strongly  opposed  to  the  aasignmont  of  any  important  units  of  his  oommand  to 
these  western  bases  as  they  were  completely  without  revetments  or  other  cover 
end  had  no  early  warning  systems.  He  felt  that  any  Japanese  attaok  on  these 
airfields  must  result  in  the  total  loss  of  the  planea  oaught  on  the  ground 
there.  He  also  made  the  point  that  his  planoa  muat  bo  held  at  Kodiak  and 
Anohorage  to  assist  in  tho  defense  of  the  mainland  of  Alaska,  The  Commanding 
General  Alaska  Defense  oommand  appeared  to  support  the  above  opinions  of  CTG 
8,3,  Prolonged  dlsousslone  resulted  throughout  the  better  part  of  the  day, 

CTF  8 pointed  out  that  the  bast  defense  of  the  Alaskan  Mainland  would  be  ob- 
tained by  strongly  defending  the  Uranak-Dutch  Harbor-Cold  Buy  area  and  tliau  this 
oould  only  be  effected  by  providing  strong  air  support  to  the  ground  and  sea 
foroes  stationed  there.  CTG  6,3  finally  agrsed  to  r,«nd  6 0*£  of  his  planua  to 
the  western  bases.  This  was  to  bo  done  with  the  under at ending  that  the  re- 
.maining  planes  would  also  be  sdvonoed  to  these  positions  once  the  Japaneee  were 
known  to  be  in  waters  threatening  .hem,***  That  he  was  not  too  happy  about  thia 
agreement  was  apparent  from  the  foot  that  as  late  as  June  16th  he  stated  that  a 
dive  bombing  attaok  would  probably  destroy  most  of  the  planes  bssed  on  both 
fields,****  However,  within  five  days  following  the  agreement  he  increased  ■*  be 
bomber  strength  at  Umnak  and  Cold  Bay  from  twelve  bombers  to  thirty-one,  >f  'vhich 
eight  were  B-17'e,  He  increased  the  fighter  strength  from  thirty-three  to 
fifty. 

TffYFT  '(5p  Wan’l-^', "Ser . TOT  of" May  27th,  1942. 

♦♦Alaskan  Air  Defense  end  Japanese  Invasion  of  the  Aloutians  (Army  Air  Furoes 
Historical  Study  No. 4,  page  52). 

♦♦♦Statement  by  CTF  8 to  Captain  Kiohard  W.  Bates, USN.  Head  of  Department  of 
Analysle,  Naval  War  College,  May  25th,  1946, 

♦♦♦•Alaskan  Air  Defense  and  Japanese  Invasion  of  the  Aleutians  (Army  Air  Foroes 
Historioal  Study  No. 4,  page  50, 
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These  discussions  batwaan  CTF  8,  hia  Air  Commander  OTG  8.3  and  tha  Com- 
mander Alaskan  Defense  Command  ara  of  graat  importano#  aa  thay  indioat*  tha 
difficulties  arhioh  nay  ariaa  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  unityol'  command  with 
mixed  foroaa.  CTF  8 haa  ainoa  atatad  that  ha  raalitad  that  ho  waa  ampowarad 
by  hia  baaio  ordara  to  ordar  070  8.8  to  maka  any  initial  diapoaition  of  hia 
planaa  that  ha  (CTF  8)  considered  naoaaaary  and  daairablo,  Howavar,  ha  haa 
alao  atatad  that  ha  raaliaad  that  ahould  ha  ordar  auoh  a daploymant  in  op- 
poaltion  to  tha  baat  Judgment  of  tha  Aray  Air  Foroa  Commander,  and  ahould 
aarora  loaaaa  raault  from  auoh  action,  irraparabla  harm  would  ba  dona  to  tha 
futura  Maty,  Arny  and  Army  Air  Foroa  oooperation,  not  only  in  Alaska,  but  alao 
in  all  othar  thaatara  of  oparation,  whara  aimilar  oooparation  might  ba  required 
in  tha  daya  ahaad. 

CTF  8*  a aoaroh  plan.  Diagram  B,  diraotad  that  tha  Air  Saaroh  Group  looata 
enemy  oarriar  group*,  tranaport  group*,  and  oovaring  oruiaara  approaching  tha 
Alaakan-Alautian  araa.  Saaroh  flight*  war*  to  b*  mada  daily  from  Cold  Bay, 

Ottar  Point,  Umnak  laland,  and  Sand  Point  to  a diatanoa  of  400  mile*,  and  from 
NAS  Kodiak  to  a diatanoa  of  700  mllaa,  oovaring  tha  araa  lndioatad  in  tha  aaaroh 
diagram.  OTO  8.1  waa  diraotad  to  bagin  aaaroh**  daily  at  2000  local  wartime 
which  oonvarted  to  plua  12  tima  mtant  1800  from  Ottar  Point  and  Cold  Bay  and 
1700  from  Kodiak.  Tha  limiting  diatanoa  of  400  milaa  presumably  was  diotated 
by  tha  ahortage  of  radar-tquippad  patrol  planaa,  the  adverse  weather  oondltiona, 
and  pilot  fatigue  due  to  oonaaoutiva  all  night  flights.  OTF  8 aatabliahad  a 
priority  of  saaroh  as  follow*-- (l)  South  of  the  Aleutians,  in  sector*  adjaoant 
to  tha  lino  of  approach  normal  to  tha  Alautian  chain  at  the  Dutch  Harbor-Umnak- 
Oold  Bay  araa,  (2)  North  of  tha  Alautian  ohain,  in  aactors  adjaoant  to  the 
Pribilof  Island*.  Theca  Marche*  raquirad  fourteen  patrol  piano*  for  tha  aaotor 
search**.  Another  aaaroh  of  on*  B-17  was  to  b*  mad*  daily  along  tha  Alautian 
ohain  of  laland*  to  tha  westward  from  Umuak.  The  plan  alo  directed  that  an 
araa  south  of  bearing  210°  (T)  from  Kodiak  wa*  to  ba  aaarohad  if  plane*  were 
available. 

OTO  6,1  immediately  perceived  that  tha  extensive  search**  called  for  oould 
not  b*  maintained  without  plana  replacement*,  and  that  the  seaplane  tender* 
available  war*  inadequate  to  meat  tha  requirements  net  forth  in  OTF  8 oparation 
plan.  Accordingly,  ha  taut  a despatch  to  Oommander  Northwest  Sea  Frontier, 
requesting  that  tha  remaining  four  plana*  of  Patrol  Squadron  41  ba  released  from 
Continental  search**  and  despatched  to  tha  Aleutian*,  A*  a result  of  thin  request 
Commander  Northwest  Saa  Frontier  released  one  plana,  which  was  the  only  operational 
plane  of  tha  four  remaining  plsnes  of  Patrol  Squadron  41.  CTO  8.1  alio  requested 
Commandar  Patrol  Wings  Paolfio  Fisat,  OTF  9,  at  Pearl  Harbor  for  the  services  of 
tha  H7LBjSRT  (AVD),  then  in  Hawaiian  waters.  This  request  was  granted,  and  that 
vessel  was  dispatched  on  Nay  31st, 

CTO  0,1  also  realised  that  it  was  essential  to  inoveasa  tha  number  of  aerial 
Vjrpsdoes  in  tha  Aleutian  araa.  It  is  not  clear  how  many  torpedoes  were  there, 
i-owever,  it  it  believed  that  on  May  21st  a maximum  of  twenty  four  aerial  torpedoes 
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nr«  In  the  Aleutian  iru  - twelve  on  tJmnalc  I»le.nd  and  twelve  at  Cold  Bay. 
Additional  torpedo#*  war*  ruahad  in,  ao  that  by  0700,  May  88th,  thara  war* 
forty-two  torpadoaa  in  th*  araa.  At  that  tin*  twelve  war*  at  Umaak,  twelve 
at  Kodiak  and  *i(ht**n  at  Cold  Bay,  aix  of  which  war*  on  board  th*  **aplana 
t*ndar  CASCO.* 

Th*  above  ahortag**  of  planaa  and  aarial  torpadoaa  will  ba  of  lntaroat 
to  atudanta  of  naval  warfare.  They  will  wiah  to  know  why  it  waa  that  poaitiv* 
m*aaur*a  to  rainforo*  auitably  tha  patrol  plan*  atrength  of  th*  Alaaka-Alautlan 
araa  war*  not  undertaken  until  euoh  a lata  data  that  haat*  and  oonfuaion  war* 
unavoidable!  why  it  waa  that  additional  patrol  planaa  war*  not  ralaaaad  until 
June  7th  whan  thar*  war*  many  on  th*  W*at  Coaat  of  th*  United  State* t and  why 
th*  number  of  torpadoaa  waa  ao  lew,  Parhapa  high  command  oonoam  over  tha 
poaaiblllty  of  a Japan***  raid  on  Waat  Coaat  oitioa,  auoh  a*  Seattle,  adveraely 
affected  ooamand  daclaiona. 

Tha  oonoand  ralatlomahip  between  Naval  and  Army  Air  Poroaa  exiatlng  at  th* 
tin*  of  CINOPAC'a  Operation  Plan  of  May  Slat  waa  ohangad  by  CTP  8 Operation  Plan 
of  May  27th. 

Ac  of  June  lat,  land  and  tandar  baaed  alroraft  in  th*  araa  ware  diatributad 
aa  ahown  in  th*  following  table. 


Au:r,i:A:;  bb.vkch  aws  hhcohwaissance 

A'leublan  Arm' ~ 


CTF  8' a searohes  ir.  tho  Aleutian  area  were  based  on  hli  estimate  of 
the  situation  wherein  ho  oonoludod  that  the  enemy  would  attempt  to  seise 
a foothold  in  tho  Umiak-Dutch  Harbor-Cold  Bay  area,  and  that  this  attempt 
would  bo  proooded  by  osrrier  air  strikes  against  Amerioan  airfields  within 
supporting  distanoe  of  their  landing  site.  His  searohes  were  therefore 
drawn  up  to  oover  the  approaches  to  this  vital  area.  They  included  both 
air  and  surface  ship  reconnaissance  beoause  of  tho  bod  weather  normally 
encountered. 

Tho  air  search  portion  of  his  plan  was  discussed  under  "Amerioan  Land 
and  Tender  Based  Aircraft".  The  surface  ship  portion  ooneisted  of  twenty 
small  aurfaoe  vessels.  Three  patrol  Msecels  were  etetioned  at  a radius  of 
about  200  milas  from  Dutch  Harbor  aa  shown  in  Diagrast*  "B"  and  "0"  in  order 
to  disoover  the  enemy  carriers  prior  to  launching.  Eleven  of  these  eoouts 
were  etationed  south  of  Dutch  Harbor,  five  were  due  weet  of  Dutch  Harbor  in 
the  Bering  Sea,  and  four  were  north  of  Dutch  Harbor  and  due  eaet  of  the 
Pribilof  Island*.  The  planned  distanoe  betweon  theso  vessel!  was  thirty 
milee.  Eaoh  was  direoted  to  patrol  station. 

Although  they  were  stationed  in  the  logioal  positions  to  intercept  a 
Japanese  carrier  force  whioh  might  be  attempting  to  attaok  Dutoh  Harbor,  the 
oarrier  group  attacking  Dutoh  Harbor  penetrated  the  southern  patrol  line  un- 
detected. Nor  were  they  discovered  by  search  planes  prior  to  launching  their 
attack.  The  first  knowledge  of  the  prosenoe  of  this  oarrier  foroe  off  Dutoh 
Harbor  mi  the  report  of  a radar  oontaot  on  a large  group  of  planes  made  at 
0337  June  3rd  by  the  OILLIS  which  was  alongside  the  dock  in  Dutoh  Harbor*  The 
reasons  for  the  failure  of  the  eurfaoe  patrols  to  looate  this  enemy  foroe 
appear  to  have  been  bad  weather,  the  faot  that  the  enemy  foroe  passed  through 
the  patrol  line  at  its  westernmost  end,  and  the  faot  that,  owing  to  navigation 
difficulties,  some  of  the  patrol  vessels  may  not  have  been  in  position, 

CTO  8,1  oommenoed  his  air  eearoh  operations  on  Uay  20th.  It  wae  the 
first  time  that  extensive  overnight  searohes  had  boen  conducted  from  Alaskan 
bases.  However,  no  sooner  had  these  searohes  started,  than  the  good  weather 
whioh  had  prevailed  during  the  preoeding  week  turned  bad.  This  wae  herd  on 
the  pilots,  as  they  were,  for  the  most  part,  inoxperienoed  in  Alaskan  and 
Aleutian  operations.  Fortunately,  their  plane*  were  equipped  with  radar  and 
they,  of  neoeasity,  plaoed  great  rellanoe  upon  it.  It  prevented  collisions 
with  fog-shrouded  mountains,  it  msde  Instrument  flying  and  dead  reckoning 
navigation  praotloable  and  it  lnoreased  the  effeotiveneas  of  searoh.  As  a 
matter  of  faot,  all  oontaota  made,  prior  to  the  deteotion  of  the  Jap  Oooupa- 
tion  Foroe  at  Kiska,  were  initially  radar  oontaots.* 

♦War  fit  ary  Commander  Patrol  Wing  June  1842, 
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The  plan  called  for  the  employment  of  all  available  search  planes  dally. 

No  planes  were  available  to  replaoe  those  grounded  for  necessary  repairs,  or 
lost  operationally  or  in  oombat.  This  faot,  and  the  lack  of  adequate  base  and 
tender  facilities  for  maintenance  and  servicing  of  aircraft  for  such  operations, 
served  to  aurtail  somewhat  the  coverage  whioh  was  plsnned.  Detailed  information 
is  leaking  of  the  percentage  of  coverage  obtained  daily  by  eaoh  search  plane, 
but  it  appears  that  CTF  a aearoh  plan  was  followed  Insofar  as  availability  of 
planes  and  weather  conditions  permitted, 

ALLIED  DEPLOYMENT  NAVAL  FORCES 

The  strategio  deployment  of  the  Allied  forces  at  the  time  of  the  Battle 
of  Midway  was  In  furtherance  of  the  baslo  plan  to  hold  Midway  and  to  Inflict 
maximum  damage  on  the  enemy  by  strong  attrition  taotios,  in  order  to  repel  the 
Japanese  attaok  in  the  Midway-Aleutlan  area. 

This  deployment  consisted  of  major  surface  task  foross,  supported  by  land 
based  and  tender  based  aircraft,  proceeding  towards  their  destinations  in- 
dependently, These  foross  or  groups  were  the  Strik4  . Foroe,  consisting  of 
three  carrier  task  forces,  TF  16,  TF  17  and  TF  lit  '•!»•  Northern  Paoifio  Foroe, 

TF  8;  the  Surfaoe  Foroe  of  old  battleships,  TF  1,  and  the  Submarine  Foroe,  TF  7, 

Most  of  these  forces  were  deployed  in  the  Central  Paoifio  area  in  defense  of 
Midway,  The  Northern  Paoifio  Foroe  and  a portion  of  tha  Submarine  Foroe  were 
located  In  the  Aleutian*  for  tho  defense  of  that  area,  and  TF  1 was  at  San 
Franolsoo, 

TP  16  had  recently  arrived  from  the  South  Paoifio  area,  having  been  reoal-  \ 

led  on  May  16th,  This  foroe  sortied  from  Pearl  Harbor  on  May  28th,  and  proceeded 
to  its  assigned  area  about  360  miles  northeast  of  Midway  Island,  TF  17,  contain- 
ing the  oarrisr  YORKTCWN  damaged  in  the  Battle  of  the  Coral  Sea,  arrived  in 
Pearl  Harbor  on  May  27th,  Emergenoy  repairs  wore  mado  with  such  rapidity  that 
TF  17  was  able  to  sortie  on  May  30th  and  it  then  prooeedad  to  its  assigned  area 
northeast  of  Midway  Island,  Both  of  these  carrier  foroe*  were  under  the  oover 
of  land  based  aircraft  from  Oahu  for  about  the  first  two  days  of  their  deploy- 
ment, after  whioh  they  used  their  own  alrorsft  to  provide  additional  eeourlty 
and  augment  the  Midway  searches.  The  tracks  of  the  two  forooe  are  shown  on 
Diagram  *BN,  These  oourees  were  designed  to  keep  the  task  forces  well  olear  of 
the  Hawaiian  Island  ohain  and  to  thereby  avoid  Japanese  submarines. 

After  TF  16,  on  May  Slat,  and  TF  17  on  June  1st,  had  been  fueled  from 
the  oilers,  CIMARRON  and  PLATTE,  escorted  by  tho  DHTIEY  and  MON33EN,  they 
affeoted  a rendesvous  at  1800,  Juno  2nd,  in  a position  bearing  046°  (T ) , 
distant  about  325  miles  from  Midway,  Although  thay  had  beau  organised  by 
CINCPAC  into  a aingle  striking  foroe  under  CTF  17,  they  worn  not  combined  into 
a single  disposition,  but  operated  independently.  However,  thay  were  within 
supporting  dlstenoe  end  generally  were  within  visual  signal  distance,  Tho 
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roaaona  for  not  ooabiaing  thorn  into  n (ingle  diapoaition  are  not  olear, 
but  appaar  to  have  baan, 

(a)  tha  faot  that  TF  Id  and  TF  1?  had  aaoh,  prior  to  thia  time,  baan 
oparatad  undar  ita  own  individual  task  foroa  inatruotiona • Thaaa 
inatruotiona  wara  not  uaoaaaarily  tha  aama.  It  did  not  appaar  wiaa 
therefore  to  m area  two  taak  groupa  whioh  had  not  oparatad  togathar 
prarioualy.  After  tha  Battla  of  Midway  on  duly  2nd,  1842  CINCPAC 
iaauad  ataadard  oruiaing  inatruotiona  for  oarriar  taak  foroaa  0.3. 
Paoifio  Float,  whioh  wara  binding  on  all  oarriar  taak  foroaa. 

(b)  Tha  baliaf  that  protootion  for  oarriar  taak  foroaa  undar  air  attaok 
oould  boat  ba  aoooapliahad  by  aaparation  of  tha  foroa  into  unlta 
containing  only  one  oarriar,  and  that  thia  aaparation  ahould  bo 
affaotad  prior  to  expeated  air  attaok.  Thia  waa  baoauaa  amaeuver- 
ability  at  thia  aarly  data  waa  givan  alaoat  oqual  iaportanoa  with 
anti-airoraft  fira  in  dofanaa  of  a taak  foroa.  It  waa  fait  that 
aaparation  would  raduoa  tha  riak  of  ooiiiaion  whioh  would  otharwiaa 
axiat  in  a tight  formation  whan  tha  oarriara  wara  taking  lndapandant 
avoiding  notion.  In  latar  aotiona,  aa  tha  volume  of  anti-airoraft 
fira  of  a taak  group  lneroaaad  owing  to  aa  laoraaaad  numbar  of 
anti-airoraft  guna  and  « uprovad  fira  oontrol,  tha  iaportanoa  af 
nanauvarabillty  dear*'  d. 

It  rauat  ba  remembared  that  thaaa  wara  tha  aarly  daya  of  tha  war,  and 
oarriar  taak  foroa  inatruotiona  wara  (till  in  a aarioua  a tat a af  avolutlon 
and  wara  baing  oonatantly  raviaad  aa  battla  axparianoa  waa  gainad.  Tha 
daoiaion  of  OTP  17  not  to  eoiabina  TF  If*  and  TF  17  tharafora  waa  in  aooordanoo 
with  tha  praotloa  at  tha  tima, 

TO  11.1  a major  aubdiviaion  of  TF  11  departed  San  Diago  at  06S1  on  June 
let;  and  headad  towarda  Pearl  Harbor.  OTF  11,  in  tha  0HS3TSR,  remained  at 
San  Diago. 


TF  S did  not  prooeed  to  ita  rendasvoua  aouth  of  Kodiak,  Alaaka  in  one 
loroe,  but  inataad,  prooeadad  in  aavaral  groupa  or  unita  and  from  different 
arena.  Tha  largaat  of  thaaa  groupa  or  unlta  departed  from  Oahu,  and  tharafora 
had  land  baaed  air  oovar  for  tha  flret  two  daya,  aa  did  tha  deatroyar  RSID. 

Tha  ST.  LOUIS  and  OASB,  reporting  fron  Midway,  had  no  air  oovar  aftar  paaaing 
outalda  of  the  Midway  aearoh  than  in  affaot  and  before  ooaing  within  tha  area 
of  tha  Aleutian  aearoh,  Thoae  unlta  departing  from  tha  Heat  Ooaat  wara  oovered 
in  part  by  tha  aaarohaa  than  being  oonduoted  from  tha  Weat  Coaat  of  tha  U.S* 
Diagram  B,  ahowa  that  tha  land  baaed  air  aaarohaa  from  Oahu  wara  made  to  a 
maximum  radiua  of  800  milea.  It  ahowa  that  tha  air  aaarohaa  frem  Midway  ware 
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in  the  western  semicircle  from  that  base,  leaving  the  eastern  semicircle 
almost  entirely  unsearohed.  Finally,  it  shows  that  the  searches  to  the 
south  from  Kodiak  were  made  to  a radius  of  700  miles,  when  availability 
of  airoraft  permitted.  There  was,  therefore,  a large  sea  area  between 
the  limits  of  tt  ' Aleutian  and  Oahu  searohes,  about  300  milon  in  width  as 
a minimum,  whioh  oould  not  be  reached  by  land  based  or  tender  based  planes. 

It  was  through  this  area  that  TF  3 had  to  pass  without  air  cover. 

The  decision  to  send  surface  forces  to  the  Aleutians  at  this  time  was 
a difficult  one  for  CINCPAC  to  make.  He  believed  that  the  primary  objective 
of  the  enemy  attack  waa  Midway  Atoll,  with  the  Western  Aleutians  as  a secondary 
objective,  and  therefore  he  must  have  felt  that  it  would  be  prudent  to  maintain 
his  maximum  strength  in  the  Midway  area.  On  the  other  hand,  he  realized  that 
the  Aleutians  were  of  extreme  importance.  They  were  the  gateway  to  Alaska, 
and  their  aeisure  oould  have  a very  adveroe  effect  on  American  morale,  whioh 
had  already  reoeived  the  blow  of  the  surrender  of  Coirigidor  on  May  3th.  He 
appears  to  have  felt  that  a small  surface  force  In  the  Aleut,  no,  supported 
by  limited  land  based  fcircraft,  oould  take  advantage  of  the  occasional  heavy 
fogs  in  that  area  in  June,  and  defeat  Japanese  attempts  to  seize  one  or  more 
important  areas  of  the  Eastern  Aleutians,  such  as  butch  Harbor  or  even  Kodiak, 

He  appears  to  hnve  been  of  the  opinion  xihRt  his  carrier  task  groupn  as  con- 
stituted and  trained,  would  not  be  increased  sufficiently  in  j bre.nr.th  by  tho 
addition  .if  the  ships  tent  to  the  Aleutians  to  warrant  retention  of  these  ships 
in  the  Midway  area. 

The  light  oruiaer  3T.  LOUIS  and  the  destroyer  CASE  left  the  Midway  area 
at  about  1800,  May  26th,  for  Kodiak,  They  arrived  at  Kuditk  at  0830,  May  Hist, 
After  a short  stay,'  the  oT,  LOUIS,  at  1646  Mny  31st,  accompanied  by  the 
destroyer  GILMER,  departed  for  ita  designated  patrol  line,  bat,  35°  JJ,  between 
Long.  148°-to  152°  1 V.  At  the  stone  time  the  CASE  proceeded  to  Dutch  Hnrbor, 

Tho  light  cruiser  NASHVILLE  left  station  about  100  mil  ..a  to  '.In  northwest  of 
Midway  at  Ob OC  May  22nd  where  she  had  been  sent  by  S'UCPAC  to  break,  radio 
silence  for  purposes  of  radio  deception.  It  La  to  be  regretted  that  the 
value  of  this  radio  deception  cannot  be  determined  as  the  Japanese  reports 
available  are  s..  lent  In  tho  matter.  Tho  \ASH71 1.!  E i.erled  for  Kodiak  via 
Dutch  Harbor  whore  sne  arrived  at  0027,  M:«  j 27th.  Cas.iudr  .‘.ot  i.L'vu  >’ » : i io 
Force,  who  had  departed  Pearl.  Harbor  on  Uh.,  22nd  in  tnc  RL1D  and  ha',  arrived 
at  Kodiak  at  1)600  May  27th,  now  hoisted  his  flag  in  the  NAttlVllXil.  At  170 
J 'no  1st,  in  comps  ny  with  the  oiler  CAB  INI,  ar  i the  destroyer  HUMPH  l;573,  th< 

LV..)H71  ,',m  departed  from  Kodiak  to  rendezvous  wi  tn  the  JT,  l.-jolS  end  liliMEK, 
which  she  did  at  04  Or.  Juno  2nd.  The  ST.  LOUIS,  NASliVI.  LF1,  ".AStU.K,  HUMPHREYS 
and  GILKIOR  then,  at  0630  June  2m',  h«H  led  fjr  n rendezvous  with  the  INDIA  II/.  T.  LIS 
task  group.  This  rendezvous  was  ■) 00  milee  duo  anuth  of  Kodiak,  Tin  J'NDTAIiA'vL!" 
group  ocusi  sting  of  the  hoavy  oruiaer  INDIANAPOLIS,  the  light  cruiser  JuN 'LULU, 
und  tho  de-*ruyeru  •IHIM.SY  and  M.’CA'.!.  had  departed  Peuri  Harbor  at  Chi  , May  '.'dfci, 
for  Kodiak.  iVl.il':  on  route  the  dentil. ati~>n  was  change!  ti  the  abo/e  designated 
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rsndesvous.*  Ths  meeting  with  the  NABHVILLE-ST.  LOUIS  group  was  effsoted 
at  0600  Jun«  5rd,  wad  all  groups  Joined  together  m one  group.  At  thia 
moment  Japanese  carrier  planes  wars  making  their  approach  for  the  attaok 
on  Dutch  Harhor.  This  group,  now  known  as  TO  6.6,  headed  on  course  056° (T), 
speed  1?  knots  toward  ite  station  south  of  Kodiak. 

The  REI.D  and  the  KANE  at  1300,  Hay  29th,  in  company  with  the  oiler 
BRAZOS  had  departed  from  Kodiak  for  Dutch  Harbor,  where  they  arrived  at 
1600  May  31  it. 

CTO  6.4  in  the  CASE  departed  Kodiak  on  May  31st  for  Dutch  Harbor.  While 
an  route  an  June  1st  hs  encountered  the  REID  and  KANE  conducting  anti-submarine 
sweeps,  and  directed  them  to  proceed  to  Makuahin  Bay  to  await  the  formation  of 
the  Destroyer  Striking  Group.  CTG  8.4  on  June  2nd  encountered  the  BROOKS,  DEBT, 
and  SARDS  and  ho  directed  them  to  also  prooeed  to  Makuahin  Bay.  At  about  noon 
on  June  2nd  he  arrived  at  Dutoh  Harbor , In  the  lato  afternoon  he  departed  for 
Makuahin  Bay,  arriving  si  rly  on  June  3rd.  During  the  3rd  the  destroyer  TALBOT 
arrived.  Except  for  the  destroyer*  WATERS  and  KINO  whioh  would  arrive  on  June 
4th,  TO  8.4  wai  formed  up  on  June  3rd  at  Makuahin  Bay.  At  about  0355  June  3rd 
the  REID  observed  Japanese  planes  which  it  reported  as  four  bombers  and  fourteen 
fighters.  Actually  there  were  three  fighters  and  fourteen  bomber*. 

* * * 

TF  1 was  at  San  Franoieoo  during  this  time.  CINCPAC  thoroughly  studied 
the  possibility  of  the  employment  of  this  task  force  in  the  approaching  battle, 
and  decided  against  its  uss,  bsoausa  it  was  lacking  in  adequate  screening  unite, 
both  air  and  surface.  He  considered  thet  it  wea  undssirable  to  divert  to  its 
screen  any  wits  which  would  add  to  the  long  range  striking  power  of  Amerioan 
foroes  against  ths  expsoted  enaray  oarriera.  However,  he  was  willing  to 
divert  units  ussful  for  screening  oarrierato  the  Northern  Feoifio  Force  (TF  8) 
to  oppose  thti  Japanese  objectives  in  thet  area.  As  has  been  shown,  he  detached 
five  cruisers  end  four  destroyers  to  the  Aleutians  as  part  of  TF  8. 

CINCFAC n reason  for  not  diverting  aoreoning  foroes  to  TF  1 appears  logical, 
However,  he  he-l  an  additional  important  reason  which  he  expressed  in  his  action 
roport— "The  Commander-In-Chief  Urited  States  Fleet  estimated  that  the  unemy's 
plans  lncludsd  an  attempt  to  trap  a larga  portion  of  our  fleet,"**  As  a result 
of  this  opinion  by  COMINCH,  CINCFAC  Instructed  his  striking  foros  commanders  a* 
followsi  "you  will  bo  governed  by  the  principle  of  calculated  risk,  whioh  you 
shall  interpret  to  mean  the  avoidance  of  exposure  of  you;  foros  to  attaok  by 
superior  enemy  foroes  without  the  prospect  of  inflicting,  as  a result  of  such 
exposure,  greater  damage  on  the  enemy".  It  appears  from  this  that  CINCPAC  did 
not  ohooae  to  bring  ths  slow  battleship  foros,  TF  1,  into  ths  Midway  area,  as 

eBTHSHB  iSpFIan  2S-4Z  modified  by  despatches  Bay  280151  l”260941. 

*<-3lNCPAC's  Report  on  Battle  of  Midway,  28  June  1942, 
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it  mi  too  ilow  to  operate  within  the  carrier  teak  force,  and  separate 
air  ooverage  oould  not  be  provided.  It  should  be  apparent  that  had  the 
Japanese  oarriers  gained  the  advantage  without,  at  the  same  time,  suffering 
excessive  aircraft  damage,  and  had  TF  i oeen  in  the  area,  its  destruction 
would  probably  have  resulted.  The  Japanese  Commander-In-Chief  ms  seeking 
decisive  action,  aai  he  had  adequate  forces  to  carry  out  that  taak. 

CTF  1 based  his  operations  during  this  time  on  his  own  Operation  Plan 
1-42  and  his  own  Operation  Order  8-42, 

On  May  31st  CT'J  1.1.4  (Coaniauder  Battleships  Battle  Fleet)  ms  operating 
in  aoaplianoe  with  CTF  l's  Op  Plan  1-42,  wherein  he  ms  directed  to  destroy 
any  enemy  surface  foroe  about  to  raid  the  West  Coast,  He  sortied  from  Can 
Franoisco  with  TU  1.1.4,  consisting  of  the  battleships  MARY1AND  (F)  and 
COLORADO,  screened  by  three  destroyers,  the  P0RT3R,  DRAYTON  and  CUSHING.  He 
prooeedeu  to  a point  bearing  ?nO°  ( T ) , distant  650  miles  from  San  Franoisco, 
where  ho  had  been  ordered  to  .nteroept  and  destroy  an  enemy  force  of  one  or 
two  converted  carriers  or  cruisers  which  CTF  1 had  assumed  might  be  in  that 
area,*  His  problem  was  a difficult  one  for  he  had  no  oarriers  in  company, 
and  except  for  his  battleship  based  planes,  he  enjoyed  uo  air  oover  other 
than  that  whioh  might  be  provided  by  land  based  aircraft  from  the  Sen  Franoisco 
area.  It  should  be  noted  tnat  the  rendetvous  ms  well  beyond  the  normal  range 
of  both  fighter  end  bomber  aircraft,  although  ju*t  within  the  range  of  search 
aircraft.  CTF  1 stated  as  an  ausumption  in  hie  Operation  Plan  that  the  Japanese 
air  force  might  deliver  an  air  attaak  on  San  Franoisco,  but  that  the  planes  would, 
in  such  case,  probably  fly  to  Mexico,  and  there  be  interned,  as  they  might  be 
unable  to  return  to  their  own  carriers  because  of  the  range. 

CTF  1 Op  Plan  1-42  directed  CTU  1.1.4  to  remain  in  tills  area  until  June 
4th,  at  whioh  time  he  ms  to  commence  his  return  to  port.  It  further  direoted 
that  the  remaining  ships  of  TF  1 were  to  remain  in  San  Franoisco  and  defend 
the  harbor  against  air  attaok. 


* * * 

Tv  7,  the  Submarine  Foroe,  ms  divided  in*o  three  groups j for  the  Midway 
operatwone.  There  werei  The  Midway  Patrol  of  twelve  submarines,  the  CACl'ALOT, 
FLYING  FISH,  TAMBDR,  TROUT,  GRAYLING,  NAUTILUS,  GROUPER,  DOLPHIN,  GATO,  CUT- 
TLEFISH, GUD(JE0N  and  GRENADIER)  the  Support  Patrol  of  three  submarines,  the 
NARWHAL,  PLUNGER  and  TRIGGER!  and  the  Oahu  Petrol  of  the  TARPON,  PIKE,  FINBACK 
and  GROVYliER.  A portion  of  TF  7,  composed  of  six  submarines,  the  S-18,  23,  27, 
26,  34,  and  36  was  detached  on  May  21st  and  ordered  to  report  to  OTF  8 in  the 
Aleutians,  At  that  time  the  S-34  snd  35  were  patrolling  eff  Dutch  Harbor,  and 
the  other  a were  at  San  Diego  operating  in  oomieotion  with  the  Sound  Sohool, 

•War  Diary,  dommander  BafcTleskipa,  Battle  f'ieet,  Hear  Admiral'"  W.S.  Anderson, 
USN.  May-  June  1942. 
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Ia  tha  Midway  araa  the  submarines  wara  assigned  atationa  aa  followei 

(a)  Midway  Patrol  *,fG  7,l)-Thre#  submarines,  tba  DOLPHII,  QATO  aad 
GRENADIER  war*  diapoaad  oa  tha  are  260-610^  (T),  distant  200  ailaa 
froa  Midway)  alx  aubaarinaa,  tha  TAMBOR,  TROUT,  GRAYLIMG,  RAUTILUS, 
OROUPBR  and  OODOKON  wara  diapoaad  on  tha  aro  240-360°  (T),  diatant 
150  ailaa  froa  Midway,  two  aubmarinaa,  tha  FLYIHO  FISH  aad  the 
CACHALOT  wara  diapoaad  on  tha  aro  310-360^  (T),  diatant  60  ailaa 
froa  Midway,  Tha  CUTTLEFISH  waa  atatioaad  about  ?00  ailaa  due 
waat  of  Midway  in  tha  rioinity  of  tha  expeoted  rendetwoua  of  ap- 
proaching Japanese  foroaa.  Tha  aubaariaaa  of  thia  Patrol  wara 
aaoh  aaaigaed  a 20°  aaetor  and  ordered  to  aparata  within  a olrole 
of  20  ailaa  of  tha  aid-point  of  their  aaotor  ohord,  axoapt  tha 
CACHALOT,  FLYING  FISH  and  CUTTLEFISH,  whioh  wara  diraotad  to  con- 
duct station  patrol.  All  aubaariaaa  wara  diraotad  to  ooaduot 
pariaoopa  patrol  during  daylight,  and  ba  ready  to  aurfaoa  and 
chess  tha  enemy  in  oaaa  of  a oontaot  report, 

(b)  Support  Patrol  (TO  ?.2)-Thia  patrol  waa  diapoaad  at  intarrala  of 
30  ailaa  on  a lino  of  bearing  046-226°  (T),  tha  oanter  of  whioh 
bora  075°  (T),  diatant  426  ailaa  from  Midway,  It  oould  ba  read  ly 
reassigned  onoa  oontaot  with  tha  enemy  had  baaa  made,  Ita  miaaioa 
w<\9  to  aupport  Striking  Fon,e  whioh  might  ba  foroed  to  retire  over 
ita  patrol  line.*  All  aubaarinaa  of  thia  patrol  wara  diraotad  to 
oonduat  aubraerged  station  patrol  and  nova  the  line  or  chase  tha 
enemy  aa  ordered, 

(o)  Oahu  Patrol  (TO  7.3)«The  four  aubmarinaa  of  this  patrol  wara 
diapoaad  oa  a Una  of  bearing  normal  to  tha  north-aouth  line 
through  Oahu  and  distant  from  that  bait  about  300  ailaa.  They 
wara  diraotad  to  conduct  station  aubraerged  patrol,  and  to  more  tha 
Una  er  ahaaa  tha  enemy  whan  ordered,  Thia  patrol  did  not  parti- 
cipate in  tha  Midway  aotion.  It  appears  to  have  baan  positioned  ao 
aa  to  present  formidable  interference  should  tha  Japanese  attempt 
to  raid  Oahu  from  the  north.  For  CINCPAC  has  stated,  "Simultaneously, 
a strong  Japanese  force  la  expected  to  attempt  the  capture  of  Midway 
and  to  raid  Hawaii".** 

All  submarines  were  on  assigned  station  by  the  morning  ef  June  3rd,  and 
at  2400  were  petrolling  theae  atationa. 

In  addition  to  the  above  submarines,  whioh  were  assigned  definite  duties 

•CINCKAC  Operation  "Plan  ZtJ-42  of  May  2tth,  Serial  001 4 iT,  p,7, 

••CINCPAC  Operation  Plan  23-42  of  May  Slut,  1942,  p.2. 


during  the  Battle  cf  Midway,  other  aubmarinea  returning  from  petrol  missions 
in  the  VTestsrn  Pacific  were  ordered  to  attempt  to  interoopt  the  Japaneae 
foroet  aa  they  retreated.  Thece  submarinss  were  the  GREENLING,  DRUM,  POLLACK, 
TUKA,  POMPANO  and  PORPOISE. 

The  aix  submarines  assigned  the  Northern  Paoifio  Force  in  the  Aleutiana 
were  aaaigned  atationa  where  they  oould  aaaiat  in  providing  early  warning  of 
approaching  enemy  foroea  by  aotlng  aa  liatening  and  obeervstlon  poata, 

AMERICAN  POSITION  AT  0925  JUNE  3RD 


The  pcaition  of  the  rarioua  Amerioan  foroea  and  groupa  on  June  3rd  at 
0926,  the  time  of  the  aighting  of  the  Japaneae  Occupation  Foroo  by  Midway 
airoraft,  ia  aumariaed  aa  follows i 

(a)  The  Striking  Force 

(1)  TF'a  16  and  17  were  on  atation  bearing  013°  ;T),  diatant  320 
milea  from  Midway. 

(2)  CTF  11  in  the  CHESTER  waa  anohored  in  San  Diego,  having 
arrived  from  Tongatabu  at  1340,  June  lat.  TG  11.1  waa  heading 
for  Pearl  Harbor  and  waa  bearing  235°  (T),  diatant  1250  milaa 
from  San  Diego,  having  departed  that  plaoe  at  0531  June  lat. 

(b)  The  Northern  Pacific  Force 

(1)  TG  6.6,  Uain  Body,  waa  heading  for  ita  covering  poaition  aouth 
of  Kodiak,  and  waa  baaring  177°  (t),  diatant  370  rUea  therefrom 

(2)  TO  6.4  Deatroyer  Striking  Group,  waa  on  atation  at  Makuahin  Bay, 
Unalaaka  Inland. 

(3)  TG  S,2,Surface  Searoh  Group,  waa  on  atation  aa  described  under 
Search  and  Reoonnaiaaanoe. 

(4)  TG  8.6,  Submarine  Group,  waa  on  atation  with  ita  aubmarinea 
diapoaed  aa  followat  two  in  the  southern  approach  to  Umnak 
Piles j two  north  of  Umnak  Pass;  and  two  in  the  approaches  to 
Cold  Bay. 

(a)  TF  1 waa  divided  into  two  groups.  One  group  TU  1.1.4  flying  the 
flag  of  Combatahip*  in  the  MARYLAND  waa  at  sea  bearing  307°  (T), 
distant  726  milea  from  San  Francisco.  The  remainder  of  TF  1 waa 
at  anchor  in  San  Franoieoo  Bay. 

(d)  TF  7,  Submarine*,  was  on  station,  as  discussed  previously  under 
Allied  deployment. 

TASKS  ASSIGNED  AND  COMPOSITION  OF  FORCES 


The  basic  objectives  givsn  by  CINCPAC  to  his  foroes  was  the  holding  of 
Midway,  the  opposing  of  the  advanoo  of  ths  Japanese  in  the  Aleutian-Alaska 
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trtii  *nd  the  infliotion  of  maximum  damage  on  tho  one my  by  attrition* 
fh«  taika  assigned  these  foroee  in  support  of  tho  baaio  objective* 

vara  i 

(a)  Striking  Fore* 

To  infliot  maximum  damage  on  tha  enemy  by  employing  strong  attrition 
taotioa*  Thia  foroa  waa  not  to  aooept  daoiaive  action  in  whioh  it 
might  auffar  heavy  loaaaa  in  own  carrier*  and  oruiaera. 

(b)  Northern  Paoiflo  Foroa 

To  oppoaa  tha  advanoe  of  tha  enemy  in  the  Aleutian-Alaaka  area* 

(1)  Vain  Body 

To  exploit  favorable  opportunity  to  deliver  attrition  attack! 
on  enemy  foroea* 

(2)  Deetroyer  Striking  Group. 

To  destroy*  under  oonditione  of  low  visibility,  enemy  foroea 
approaohing  either  Umnak-Duteh  Harbor  area  or  the  Cold  Bay 

area. 

(S)  Submarine  Group 

To  destroy  enemy  foroea  appronehing  Umnak-Outoh  Harbor  araa 
and  the  Cold  Bay  araa. 

(o)  Battleship  Force 

No  assigned  taak  in  connection  with  Midway  operation. 

(d)  Submarine  Force 

To  infliot  maximum  damage  to  enemy. 


* * * 

The  Striking  Foroa  waa  a typical  highly  mobile  oarrier  task  force  of 
three  taak  groups,  T?  16,  TF  17,  and  TF  11.  TF  16  was  oompoeed  of  two  firat 
line  carriers,  the  ENTERPRISE  and  HORNET,  with  e screen  of  five  heavy  oruiewm, 
the  NORTHAMPTON,  VINCENNES,  PENSACOLA,  MINNEAPOLIS,  NEW  ORLEANS , one  light 
oruieer  AA,  the  ATLANTA,  and  nine  destroyers,  the  WORDEN,  MONAGHAN,  AYLWIN, 
PHELPS,  BALOH,  CONYNOHAM,  BENHAM,  ELLET  and  MAURY,  TF  17  was  oompoeed  of  one 
first  line  oarrier,  the  YORKTOWN,  with  e soreen  of  two  heavy  oruiaera,  the 
ASTORIA  and  PORTLAND,  end  five  deetroyer*,  the  MORRIS,  RUSSELL,  HAMMANN, 

ANDERSON  and  HUOHES,  Theie  two  task  foroee  were  supported  logiatioelly  by 
the  oilers  CIMARRON  end  PLATTE  eeoorted  by  the  DEWEY  and  MONSSEN.  TF  11  wee 
oompoeed  of  one  firet  line  oarrier,  the  SARATOGA,  with  e screen  of  one  heavy 
oruieer,  the  CHESTER,  one  light  oruieer  (AA),  the  SAN  DIEOO|  and  four  destroyers, 
the  MAHAN,  SMITH,  PRESTON  and  LAFFEY.  No  ship*  of  TF  11  arrived  off  Midway  in 
time  to  partloipeta  in  the  notion. 
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Thl*  Striking  Foroe  was  designed  to  deliver,  in  ooope ration  with  the 
lend  baaed  elr  foroea  et  Midway  Atoll,  the  prlnoipal  oppoaitlon  to  the 
Japaneae  thruat  to  aeiae  Midway,  It  waa  a strong  oarrlar  teak  force,  and 
had  what  appeared  to  have  been  well-trained,  highly  effective  air  groupa 
in  all  oarrlera,  although  the  air  group  of  the  HORNET  had  not  aa  yet  been 
in  aerial  combat  in  the  Faoifio  Ooean,  Aa  the  objective  of  the  Striking 
Foroe  waa  the  inf  Motion  of  maximum  damage  through  attrition,  without  at 
the  aaae  time  entering  into  deoiaive  action,  it  ia  apparent  that  the  Striking 
Foroe  waa  auitably  compoaed. 


* » • 

TF  8 oonaiate*'  of  four  aurfaoe  and  aubmarine  groups.  TO  8.6  waa  oompoied 
of  three  light  cruisers,  the  NASHVILLE  (F),  ST.  LOUIS,  HONOLULU*  two  heavy 
cruisers,  the  INDIANAPOLIS,  LOUISVILLE*  and  four  destroyers,  the  QRIDLEY, 

MoCALL,  OILMEN  and  HUMPHREYS.  TO  8.4  was  oompossd  of  nine  destroyers,  the 
CASE,  REID,  BROOKS,  SANDS.KANE,  DENT,  TALBOT,  KINO  and  WATERS.  TO  3.2  was 
oompossd  of  one  gunboat,  the  CHARLESTON*  one  minesweeper,  the  ORIOLE*  five 
ooaat  guard  outters,  and  fourteen  Distriot  Patrol  Vessels.  TO  8.6  was 
oompossd  cf  SS  18,  23,  24,  27,  28,  34  and  36. 

This  foroe,  in  coordination  with  attaohed  land  and  tender  based  aircraft, 
was  assigned  the  objeotlve  of  opposing  the  advance  of  the  Japanese  in  the 
Aleutian-Alaeken  area.  It  appears  inadequate  to  properly  accomplish  this 
'objaotiva,  as  it  was  provided  with  insufficient  air  strength.  This  followed 
slnoe  all  oarriers  available  In  the  Paoiflo  area  were  required  at  Midway,  and 
oonsaquently,  any  surfaoa  foroea  oparating  in  tha  Aleutians  wars  necessarily 
foroad  to  rely  upon  land  and  tender  based  aircraft  for  aaaroh  and  reoonnaissanoe 
and  for  strike  and  air  protection.  Such  protection  oould  be  provided  with 
limited  ef feotiveneaa  aa  far  west  aa  Dutch  Harbor,  and  with  inoraasing 
effectiveness,  as  one  nearad  tha  Alaskan  air  bases.  However,  there  were  only 
the  seventeen  Army  fightare  (P-3B  and  P-40's)  based  at  Ft.  Olenn,  Umnak  Island, 
and  tha  sixteen  at  Cold  Bay/  available  to  aounter  those  aarried  on  tha  two 
Japanese  carriers.  This  limitation  made  it  infeasible  for  CTF  8 to  oppose  tha 
Japanese  lending  anywhere  in  the  western  Aleutians,  for,  aurfaos  foroea  without 
air  oorer  cannot  long  remain  in  areas  where  they  do  not  enjoy,  at  least 
temporarily,  looal  air  superiority.  How  C1NCPAC  anticipated  that  CTF  8 would 
oppose  the  Japanese  objeotive  in  the  Aleutians  wh«  i he  assigned  foroes  to  TF  8 
is,  therefore,  not  clear. 


* * * 

TF  1 was  composed  of  seven  battloships,  the  PENNSYLVANIA,  MARYLAND, 
COLORADO,  IDAHO,  TENNESSEE,  NEW  MEXICO,  MISSISSIPPI*  eight  destroyers,  the 
PORTER,  CRAVEN,  CUSHINO,  DALE,  FANNING,  AARON  HARD,  DRAYTON,  DUNLAP*  and  one 
eaoort  carrier,  the  LONG  ISLAND.  No  objectives  were  assigned  this  foroe  in 
this  action,  for  reason  previously  stated. 
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TF  7 was  oompoaed  of,  la  has  boon  stated  previously,  tha  CACHALOT,  FLYING 
FISH.  TAMAOR,  TROUT,  GRAYLING,  NAUTILUS.  GROUPER,  DOLPHIN,  OATO,  CUTTLEFISH, 
GUDOSON,  GRENADIER,  NARWHAL,  PLUNGER,  TRIGGER,  TARPON,  PIKE,  FINBACK,  and 
GROWLER,  Thia  foroa  waa  given  tha  objective  of  inflicting  maximum  damage  on 
tha  enemy.  Suoh  an  objaotiva  la  In  line  with  tha  normal  oapabilltloa  of  a 
submarine.  The  number  and  typo  of  submarines  available  seem  aoaroaly  adequate. 

Had  sufficient  aubmarlnea  been  available,  it  might  not  have  been  neoesaary  to 
,mov*  the  submarines  to  olose  in  poaitions  aa  waa  done  during  the  notion.  However, 
so  many  faotora,  auoh  as  ooamunioationi operating  areas  and  inoorraot  reports, 
enter  into  such  problems  that  the  determination  of  submarine  adequaoy  la  of 
doubtful  aouuraoy.  The  submarines  appear  to  have  been  initially  stationed  in 
excellent  position,  and  were  sufficient  in  number  to  intercept  and  report 
Japanese  foroea  in  the  northwest  quadrant,  but  wera  not  sufficient  in  number  to 
infliot  maximum  damage.  Perhaps  had  more  submarines  been  available  and  had  thay 
been  plaoed  olosertogether,  more  damage  might  have  been  inflioted  than  sras 
actually  aocomplished  in  this  astion, 

AMERICAN  PLAN 

^lJwayPhtte 

The  Amorioan  plan  fur  tho  defense  of  Midway  was  necessarily  baaed  on  an 
analysis  of  those  enemy  capabilities  most  dangsrous  from  the  American  point 
of  view.  The  American  high  oommand  realised  that  the  Japanese  would  not  long 
remain  inactive]  tlmt  they  could  be  expected  to  strike  at  some  important 
Amerloan  outpost.  A study  of  the  intelligence,  which  wae  surprisingly  com- 
plete and  accurate,  oonoaruing  tha  broad  Japanese  etratecio  plaus  for  their 
next  operation,  and  even  concerning  their  more  narrow  taotioal  dispositions, 
plainly  showed  that  Midway  Atoll  and  the  Aleutians,  with  particular  emphasis 
on  the  Western  Aleutians,  wore  the  two  areas  whore  the  next  Japanese  blow  would 
most  likely  fall.  As  Midway  was  of  grant  Importance  to  the  defense  of  the 
Hawaiian  group,  the  American  high  oomuand  arrivad  at  the  conclusion  that 
one  of  the  major  Japanese  objectives  in  the  seising  of  Midway  would  be  to 
trap  a large  portion  of  the  American  flout.  As  has  been  shown  earlier,  this 
was  an  exoellent  conclusion.  The  Commander  Combined  Fleet  wae  actually  seeking 
decisive  aotion  and  had  sufficient  forces,  provided  that  he  gained  superiority 
in  tha  air,  to  destroy  the  smaller  American  fleet,  COMINCH,  therefore,  directed 
CINCPAC  to  oppose  the  Japanese  forces  by  using  strong  attrition  tactioa  only, 
and  further  direoted  that  the  cruisers  and  oarriers  not  be  unduly  risked. 

Cl  NO  PAG  in  oompUanoe  with  this  dirootiv*,  direoted  hie  Striking  Fora* 
task  force  commander*  to  be  governed  by  the  principle  of  aaloulated  risk.  He 
Issued  his  instructions  In  the  form  of  Letters  of  Instruction,  which  defined  th* 
above  priuolple  as  the  avoidance  of  exposure  to  attaok  by  superior  enemy  foroea 
without  good  prospect  of  inflioting,  as  a result  of  suoh  expoaur*,  greater  damage 
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to  the  enemy  than  they  euffered  themselva*.* 

Although  CINCPAC  had  considerable  foraaa  in  the  Paoifio,  he  decided. 

In  Tlaw  of  tha  limitation  to  attrition  taotioa  and  to  tha  shortage  of  air 
and  aurfaoa  eoreening  unita,  to  amploy  only  thoaa  unite  which  would  contribute 
to  hi a long  range  striking  power,  Ha  therefore  decided  to  uaa  the  following 
foroesi 

(a)  A faet  oarrier  striking  foroe  oorapoaed  of  the  available  oarriera  (3) 
with  provision  for  uaa  of  a fourth  oarriar  if  it  arrived  in  tha  area 
in  tiaa, 

(b)  Tha  aukxioum  number  of  shore  baaed  airoraft  that  Midway  could  operate. 
These  were  to  oonaist  of i 

(1)  Long  range  search  aircraft  in  order  to  insure  that  the  enemy  waa 
oontaoted  at  auoh  a diatanoa  as  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  tho 
Amerioan  Striking  Foroe  to  strike  the  first  blow, 

(2)  Heavy  air  bombardment  foroe. 

(3)  Dive  bomber  and  torpedo  planes  for  olose-in  attacks, 

(4)  Fighter  airoraft  for  defenae  of  Midway  from  enemy  air  at. tacks, 

( o ) All  available  submarines  were  to  be  etaticned  along  th>.  approaches 
to  Midway  and  Oahu,  and  as  a support  for  the  Oarrier  striking  Force 
in  the  event  of  foroed  retirement. 

(d)  Additional  ground  foroea  for  the  Midway  garrison  equipped  with  new 
batteries  and  maohanlsed  equipment  for  opposing  a landing  assault, 
and  for  ths  installation  of  underwater  obstaolas  and  the  laying  of 

minea. 

(a)  Motor  Torpedo  Boats  and  YP'e, 

Tha  above  ware  tha  only  available  foroea  that  oould  be  soundly  employed 
in  the  defense  of  Midway, 

The  oorreot  positioning  of  the  above  feroes,  and  in  partloular,  the 
oorreat  positioning  of  the  Amerioan  Striking  Foroe,  was  of  tha  ut.aost 
importance*  CINCPAC  appears  to  have  made  an  estimate  of  the  situation  in 
whloh  he  deolded  that  his  Striking  Force  should  be  located  to  the  nortneaet 
of  Midway  in  a position  that  would  give  him  a flanking  position  against  the 
Japanese  foroes  expeoted  to  oome  in  from  the  northwest.  It  is  probable 
that  had  Amerxoan  intelligence  been  less  oorreot,  the  petitioning  of  the 
Amerioan  foroes  would  have  been  more  diffioult,  the  foroes  would  probably  have 
been  lees  adequate,  and  some  of  the  oarriers  might  not  have  been  present  at 
all.  CINCPAC  atatad  in  this  connection,  "Had  we  laoked  early  information  of 
the  Japanese  movement*,  and  had  we  been  oaught  with  oarrier  task  foroes  die- 

•OINOPAd  Letter  of  Instruo ' ions'  to  Commander  Striding  Morose,  Serial  STHTW 
of  May  J8th,  1942, 
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parsed,  possibly  as  far  as  the  Coral  Sen,  the  Battle  of  Midway  would  have 
ended  differently,"* 

It  is  presumed  that  an  additional  reason  for  plaoing  his  Striking  Foroe 
northeast  of  Midway  was  to  have  it  in  a relative  position  favorable  to  both 
Midway  and  the  Aleutians.  Then,  should  later  intelligence  show  a greater  need 
for  the  carrier  force  in  the  Aleutians  than  in  the  Midway  area,  it  would  have 
been  in  suitable  position  to  expedite  its  transfer  to  the  new  area. 

AMERICAN  PLAN 
Ileutlan  Phase 

A study  of  the  intelligence  showed  that  a portion  of  the  prospective 
Japanese  blow  would  be  delivered  in  the  Aleutians,  One  of  the  reasons  for 
suoh  Japanese  action  as  stated  by  them  appears  to  have  been  the  desire  to 
force  the  diversion  of  Amerioan  naval  strength  from  Midway  to  oounter  this 
blow. 

CTF  8.  mindful  of  his  assigned  objective  of  opposing  the  advance  of  tha 
anemy  in  tha  Alautian-Alaska  araa  taking  advantage  of  seising  every  favorable 
opportunity  to  infliot  strong  attrition  estimated  that  ttyi  moat  probable  area 
of  a Japanaae  landing  would  ba  tha  Umnak-Dutoh  Harbor-Cold  Bay  area,  with 
Kodiak-Kenai  a further  objective,  should  the  initial  operations  prove  suo- 
onssful.**  He  deaided,  therefore,  to  defend  this  area.  Ha  planned  to 
accomplish  this  byi 

(a)  Early  doteotlon  of  enemy  aurfaon  foroes  by  long  range  airoraft  and 
piokat  boats. 

(b)  Air  utrikee  by  available  land  basad  bombors  baaed  at  Port  Qlenn  on 
Umnak  Island  and  Fort  Randall  on  Cold  Bay. 

(o)  A dastroyer  attaok  foroe  to  bn  employed  as  a weapon  of  opportunity 
baaed  on  Mnkushin  Bay,  Unalaaka  Island. 

(d)  A orulsar  foroa  with  a email  destroyer  screen  operating  in  the 
southern  approaohee  to  Kodiak  lalnud, 

(e)  Fighters  baaed  at  Fort  Olanu  for  the  defense  of  Dutoh  Harbor.*** 

In  this  plan,  CTF  8's  freedom  of  action  was  apparently  serlo^sLy  affected, 
as  he  was  foroed  to  rely  upon  land  based  niroraft  for  the  essential  protection 
of  hi*  ships.  As  the  number  of  hie  airplanes  was  al.o  limited,  and  as  there 
were  no  airfield*  west  of  Ft.  Olsnn  on  Umnak  Island,  the  ability  of  his  eurfaoa 


[ 

♦(TTUBPao  raport  Battla  of  Midway,  Ssrlal  0.1348  of 
**CTF  3 Estimate  of  the  Situation,  May  20th, 1948. 
***CTF  0 Operation  Flan  1-48  of  May  27th,  1942. 

June  28th,1942,  p,<?4.  1 
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veaaela  to  venture  fir  to  eea  m restricted  to  thoio  arena  where  hit  foroea 
oould  ho  adequately  protootod  by  tho  above  land  bated  air  power.  In  addition, 
the  diatanoei  between  hit  naval  surface  foroea  and  the  batet  from  whioh  hit 
•upportlng  aircraft  operated,  plut  the  time  lag,  adveraely  affeoted  the 
problem,  ill  of  the  above  oauaed  him  oonaiderabie  oonoern  at  a result  of  whioh - 
he  ltsued  a direotive,  in  which  he  atated,  "It  uhould  be  thoroughly  underatood 
by  all  partlea  involved  that  aeooadt,  not  minutea  or  houra,  are  the  unita  employed 
in  Maaureoent  of  effioienoy  in  air  operationa.  The  Commander  at  aea  expeota  the 
minimum  of  delay  betaeen  the  moment  he  axpraaaea  hit  deairea  and  the  moment  they 
are  fulfilled."* 

CTF  8 realiaed  that  hia  problem  wai  further  complicated  by  the  faot  that 
there  waa  an  almoat  total  laok  of  darknaaa  in  a military  aenae.  Thia  meant 
that  under  auitable  flying  oonditiona  hia  aurfaoe  foroea  were  offered  little 
opportunity  of  advanoing  or  retiring  without  being  detected  and  attaoked  by 
Japanese  oarrier  baaed  airoraft.  He  therefore  informed  GINCFAC  that  "in  the 
abaenoe  of  a naval  foroe  adequate  in  all  typea,  the  anawer  to  Alaaka  defanae 
waa  adequate  land  baaed  air,"**  and  he  requeated  that  hia  limited  air  foroea 
be  immediately  inoreaaed.  Prior  to  thia,  on  May  24th,  while  he  waa  en  route 
to  the  Aleutian!,  he  made  a requeat  for  additional  air  aupport,  in  whioh  he 
atatedi  "submit  maximum  concentration  of  available  mainland  baaed  Navy  planet 
and  large  oonoentration  of  aimilar  Army  planet  alone  oan  nature  deoialve  taotioal 
reaulta— a temporary  lemoning  of  defenaive  diapoaitiona  on  the  Weat  Ooaat  ahould 
offer  ohanoe  of  quiok  favorable  deolaion  in  north,  whioh  would  permit  early  return 
cf  planet  to  Mainland  defanae  atationa,  and  would  further  dafansive  aeourity  of 
'Waat  Ooaat  in  beat,  poaalbla  manner."*  No  appreoiable  reaulta  ware  obtained  from 
thia  requeet  until  June  7th,  when  OOUINCH  raleaaed  all  Navy  aaaroh  plenea  on  the 
Weat  Ooaat  for  movement  to  Alaaka,****  Commander  Northweat  Sea  Frontier  requeated 
thie  notion  from  OOMINGH. 

Hie  overall  plan  for  the  defence  of  Alaaka,  appeara  to  have  been  Bound,  baaad 
on  hia  meant  available  and  on  the  principle  cf  calculated  riek.  Hia  means 
available,  however,  were  not  adequate,  and  failed  to  deteot  the  Japanese  Seoond 
Habile  Teak  Oroup  approaching  Dutch  Harbor  on  Juno  2nd,  Thie  waa  primarily  due 
to  the  poor  flying  weather  then  prevailing. 

Q8NKRAL  SUMMARY 

The  preceding  dlaouasion  completes  tha  background  for  the  notion  at  Uideay 
and  in  the  Aleutians,  In  general,  it  ahowei 

(a)  On  tne  Japanese  side,  two  distinct  efforts)  one,  the  main  effort, 
whioh  was  directed  toward  Midway)  tho  other,  a aeoondary  effort, 
whioh  aerved  aa  a divaralon  to  aupport  the  main  effort,  and  wee 

efliW  B blreoiivs  for -provision  of  Aircraft  Support  to  Shlpi  at  Sea. 

♦•CTF  8 Dlapatoh  to  C1NCPAC  301889,  May  1942. 
eeeCTF  8 Dlapatoh  to  0IN0FA0  28004,  May  1942, 
eeeeOummander  Northweat  dea  Frontier  War  Diary,  June  1942, 
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(a)  direoted  at  tha  Aleutian*.  The  min  effort  was  spearheaded  by  the 
(oont)Mobil*  Foroe  - a four  oarrior  task  foroe-eupported  by  other  task 

force*  including  the  Main  Foroe  and  Submarine  Foroe.  All  of  these 
foroe*  supported  the  operations  of  the  Midway  Oooupation  Foroe. 

The  secondary  effort  was  spearheaded  by  the  Seoond  Mobile  Task  Qroup— 
a two-oarrier  task  group— whl oh  supported  the  operation*  of  the  two 
oooupation  group*.  In  overall  ooanand  of  tha  above  Japanese  efforts 
was  the  OinC  Combined  Fleet  in  the  battleship  YAMATO  with  the  Main 
Foroe. 

(b)  On  the  Amrioan  side,  two  dlstinot  efforts)  on*  to  oounter  the  Midway 
operation)  the  other  to  oounter  the  Aleutian  operation.  The  Midway 
counter- effort  was  spearheaded  by  a Striking  Foroe  consisting  of  one 
two-oarrier  task  fores*  and  one  one-carrier  task  force  both  supported 
by  land  based  airoraft  operating  from  Midway  and  by  submarines.  The 
Aleutian  counter-effort  was  spearheaded  by  land  based  airoraft 
operating  fron  Aleutian  base*  and  supported  by  a striking  foroe  of 
surfaoe  ships  and  submarines.  The  Midway  oounter-effort  was  ooamandad 
by  OXNOPAC  himself*  from  his  headquarters  at  Pearl  Harbor*  although 
the  oarrier  task  foroe  commanders  and  the  ONAS  Midway  operated  with 
considerable  freedom  of  notion.  The  Aleutian  effort  was  oonmanded  by 
CTF  8 in  the  orulser  NASHVILLE.  OTF  8 enjoyed  complete  freedom  of 
notion  in  his  relations  with  OXNOPAC. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


PRELIMINARY  OPERATIONS  (JAPANESE) 


Commander  Mobile  Foroe,  if  ho  hoard  of  the  oontaot  on  the  ohipi  of  the 
Oooupation  Poroo,  appear*  to  hare  oonaidered  that  noithor  thio  oontaot  nor  the 
oontaot  on  the  Uinesweeplng  Croup  made  at  0904  in  any  way  affeoted  hi*  basio  plant 
For  at  1600  ha  oomaanoed  hi*  run  in  on  oouroo  ISO0  (T),  speed  24  knots  for  his 
attaok  on  Midway.  It  la  presumed  that  in  reality  he  felt  gratified,  as  these 
oontaot a would  probably  tend  to  inoreaae  the  tempo  and  density  of  the  searohes 
in  the  southwest  area  froa  Midway,  thereby  lessening  his  ohanoes  of  being  dis> 
cowered.  This  would  probably  oauss  the  expenditure  of  effort  and  material  on  the 
Oooupation'PoroSi  whioh  would  otherwise  be  launehed  against  his  own  forces  if  die- 
covered.  In  this  oonneotion  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  Japanese  reports  nor  in  tht  war  diaries  whioh  states  that  the  oontaot  by 
American  planes  on  the  Minesweeping  Croup  and  on  the  Transport  Croup  were  either 
reported  to  the  OinC  Combined  Fleet,  or  broadoaat  to  the  entire  command.  However, 
euoh  reporte  must  have  been  siade.  for  there  ie  no  reaaon  for  radio  sllenoe  when  a 
ship  or  foroe  Is  under  observation  by  known  enemy  foroes.  And  in  this  oase  the 
▼ltal  importanoe  of  these  oontaots  must  have  been  apparent  to  the  Japanese  com- 
mander* of  all  mohelons.  At  2400  June  3rd  the  Mobile  Foroe  waa  bearing  316°  (T), 
distant  360  miles  from  Midway. 

OinC  Oomblnsd  Flset  with  ths  Main  Foroe  appears  to  havs  reacted  exaotly  as 
did  Commander  Mobil*  Foroe,  and  he  likewise,  maintained  ooursw  and  speed.  At 
1600.  having  arrived  at  Let.  36°  K.  Long.  166°  S.  bearing  294°  (T).  diatant  976 
miles  from  Midway,  in  aooordanoe  with  ths  basio  plan  he  detnohed  the  Aleutian 
Support  Croup,  and  dlreoted  it  to  take  a eovering  position  along  Long. 171°  E, 
between  Late.  40®  1.  and  44°  N,  The  Aleutian  Support  Croup  ohenged  course  to  the 
northeast,  and  headed  for  the  above  designated  covering  position.  At  2400  June 
3rd  it  was  bearing  301®  (T).  distant  930  miles  from  Midway.  The  Main  Croup  headed 
to  tht*  eastward  and  at  2400  June  3rd  was  baaring  2980  (X),. distant  840  miles  froa 
Midway. 

The  Occupation  Foroe  remained  in  4 groups  as  heretofore.  The  Transport  Croup, 
ths  first  large  unit  of  the  prlnolpel  Japanese  foroes  to  bo  discovered,  made  no 
ohange  of  oourae  of  epeed,  but  oontlnued  on.  Commander  Transport  Croup  suet  have 
realised  that  an  air  attaok  would  be  forthcoming,  and  that  hi*  anti-alroraft  defense* 
ware  probably  inadequate,  although,  on  the  basis  of  Japan**#  standard*,  hi*  ele'-en 
destroyer*  and  one  oruiser  aati-airoraft  eoreen  was  relatively  strong,  He  oould 
not  have  enjoyed  the  situation,  aa  it  was  an  unfavorable  one.  In  any  oase.  Com- 
mander Transport  Croup  appears  to  have  been  confident  that  his  immsdists  supsrlor 
in  oomsand.  Commander  Occupation  Foroe,  knew  of  his  dlsooTery  by  Amtrioan  pianos. 

He  therefore  oontlnued  on  toward*  Midway,  At  1624  th*  Transport  Qroup  was  attaoked 
by  nlna  8-17' • froa  Midway* 

Little  information  1*  available  as  to  th*  disposition  assumed  by  th#  Japanese 
to  repel  thle  attaok.  or  as  to  the  evasive  maneuvers  employed.  An  evaluation  of 
several  diagrams  indicates  th*  thirteen  transports  and  supply  ships  were  in  two 
parallel  oolumna  with  th*  oruiser  J1NT8U  in  the  van,  end  with  one  destroyer  leading 
eaoh  column.  Bight  destroyers  farmed  a eemi-olrol*  ahead  of  the  two  columns.  The 
11th  destroyer  followed  aetern  between  the  two  columns.  Several  patrol  boats 
stationed  among  ths  transports  and  supply  vssssls  In  undisclosed  positions  oomplsts 
this  formation. 
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S SECTION  OF  THE  ATMOSPHERE,  1300,  JUNE  3,  SHOWING 

position  of  the  Japanese  occupation  force  to  the 
southwest  relative  to  midway 
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JAPANESE.  ANOTHER  PBY  FAILED  TO  ATTACK. 


The  only  report  a reliable  on  this  air  notion  was  that  of  the  ARGENTINA  MARU, 
whioh  appear*  to  have  baar.  tha  sixth  eliip  in  tho  port  colunsa.  Tht  ARGENTINA  UARU 
stated  that  six  B-17's  approached  in  an  attack  from  the  roar  of  the  aolumn  at  an 
altitucj  of  about  10,000  feat.  She  increased  speed  to  20  knot a,  changed  course 
to  the  left  to  046°  (T),  and  at  1638  opened  fire.  The  5-17'a,  which  had  split 
into  two  groups  of  three  planes  eaoh,  dropped  their  bomba  at  about  1640  and 
mi  seed  the  ARGENTINA  MARU,  whieh  appears  to  hare  been  the  target  ehip,  by  from 
100  to  200  yards.  No  hits  were  reported  by  the  Japanese  in  this  attack.  Upon 
oompletion  of  tho  attack  the  B-17'a  departed  to  the  northeast. 

The  ARGENTINA  UARU  also  stated  that  she  had  baen  heavily  strafed  by  the 
B-17'e.*  Thla  was  quite  possible  from  a medium  altitude,  for  the  B-17's  had 
tunnel  guns  which  fired  in  the  lower  hemisphere.  The  Japanese  were  not 
greatly  alarmed  by  the  prospeot  of  horisnntal  bombing  attacks.  Previous  ex- 
perience revealed  this  type  of  attaok  to  be  largely  ineffective.  The  Transport 
Group  oontinued  on  oourso  081°  (T)  and  speed  12  knots  heading  towards  Midway, 
and  at  2400  June  3rd  was  bearing  259°  (T),  distant  640  miles  from  that  plaoe. 

The  Close  Support  Group  appears  to  have  disregarded  both  the  original  oontaot 
on  the  Transport  Group  and  the  bombing  attaok,  and  continued  on  towards  Midway. 

It  appears  to  have  been  operating  about  50-75  miles  ahead  of  tha  Transport  Group. 

The  Seoond  Fleet  Group  alto  oontinued  on  towards  Midway,  Whether  it  en- 
deavored to  olose  the  Transport  Group  to  assist  in  its  defense  is  obsours.  At 
2400  Seoond  Fleet  Group  was  bearing  263°  (T),  distant  540  miles  from  Uidwsy. 

The  Seaplane  Oroup,  which  operated  in  the  vioinity  of  the  transport  formation, 
was  operating  apart  from  the  Transport  Group  on  the  morning  of  June  3rd  and  appears 
to  have  been  about  60  alias  ahead  of  tha  transports.  It  provided  air  oover  for  that 
group  during  tha  day.  At  0968  June  3rd  the  CH.iOPE  whioh  was  providing  the  air 
oover  reported  sighting  m flying  boat,  and  at  1020  tha  KAHIKAWA  MARU  sighted  another 
flying  boat,**  An  Amarioan  report  by  FdY  44-P-C  at  1050  oonoerning  sighting  two 
large  and  two  small  auxiliaries  bearing  263°  (•!,  distant  630  mllaa  from  Midway  was 
evidently  a oontaot  on  this  Seaplane  Group.***  At  1100  June  3rd  or  about  one-half 
hour  after  tha  original  oentaot,  the  Seaplane  Group  appoars  to  have  been  dataohed, 
apparently  in  aooordanoe  with  the  basio  plan,,  and  headed  at  17  knots  for  Kura 
Island  where  It  was  to  establish  a seaplana  bass,**  The  detaohment  of  this  group 
at  this  time  indicates  the  Japanese  disregard  for  land  based  high  and  medium 
horizontal  bombing,  whioh  their  iiforsiation  led  them  to  believe  would  b«  the 
prlnolpel  opposition  they  would  enoounter  at  long  rungos  from  Midway,  At  2400 
June  3rd  the  Seaplane  Group  was  bearing  262°  (T),  distant  460  miles  from  Midway, 

Seotion  I,  of  the  Mlneeaeeping  Oroup,  the  TAMA  MARU ' s 3 end  5 oontinued  on 
oourse  062°  (T),  speed  8 knots,  although  it  had  enoountered  at  0920  a PBY  on 
bearing  244°  (T),  dietant  470  miles  from  Midway.  It  had  fired  at  this  PBY  at  0923, 
without  apparent  results.  At  2400  June  3rd  Seotion  I was  bearing  246°  (T),  distant 
390  milas  from  Midway.  Seotion  II,  the  SHCfNA  UARU'e  7 and  8,  whioh  had  been  under- 
going voyage  repairs  at  Wake,  departed  Wake  for  Midway  at  1500  June  3rd.  No 
furthar  reoord  of  this  saotlon  is  available. 

•AkOENTlNA  MARI),  Combat  Report,  WDC  160232,  p.2.  ’ 

**Aotlon  Report  KAUKAWA  MARU  1942,  WDC  160602,  p.4. 

***War  Diary,  Patrol  Squadron  24,  June  1942,  p.2. 
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The  Submarine  Foroe,  Midway  area*  continued  patrolling  awaiting  oontaot  on 
anaay  foroes.  At  2400  they  war*  in  station  aa  ihcwn  on  Diagraa  B. 


PRELIMINARY  OPERATIONS  (AMERICAN) 
092y^2400~ Juno  3rd 


Commander  V.A.8.  Midway,  hawing  reoelved  tha  report  at  0926  of  "Main  Body 
baaring  2619  (t),  dlatant  700  miles,  six  large  ahlpa  in  column",  amplified  by  a 
second  report  at  1100  to  eleven  ahlpa,  oourae  090°  (7),  apeed  19,  delayed  taking 
offensive  notion  until  further  information  had  been  reoelved,  Thia  waa  beoauae 
hii  intelligence  waa  ao  oomplete  aa  to  WTen  Indicate  the  direotlon  of  approaoh* 
the  prlnolpal  attack  waa  expected  to  ooae  from  the  northweat  aeotor,  and  aa  yet 
he  had  heard  nothing  from  the  aearoh  planea  in  that  area,  7hia  appear a to  have 
been  due  to  the  faot  that  the  weather  to  the  north-no rthweat  and  beyond  400 
■ilea  waa  apparently  poor,  CNAS  Midway  at  thia  time  reoalled  the  patrol  plane 
which  waa  trailing  the  Tranaport  Croup,  aa  ita  gaaollne  waa  low  rod  ;ta  ability 
to  defend  ltaelf  poor.* 

At  1130  another  patrol  plane  reportod  two  cargo  Teaaela  and  two  email  vessels* 
, oourae  000,  bearing  201°,  diatanoe  270  miles.  It  waa  apparent  to  the  CNAB  Midway 
that  the  reported  diatanoe  waa  in  error,  aa  the  aeareh  planea  were  at  that  tine 
orer  600  mi lea  away.*  , 

ONAS  Midway  deaired  to  traok  the  Tranaport  Group.  Realialng  that  a PBY  would 
have  little  ohanoe  of  aurrlwing  a taotioal  aooutlng  (ahadowing)  miaaion  againat 
auoh  a foroe,  he  directed  a apeoial  long  range  B-17,  which  had  Just  arrived  from 
Pearl  Harbor  that  morning  equipped  with  extra  gaa  tanka,  to  refuel  and  stand  by 
to  soout.** 

At  1168  this  plana  with  a Naval  observar  on  board  took  off.  It  had  ordera 
to  traok  the  enemy  foroe  previously  referred  to  aa  "Main  Body,"  and  upon  oontaot, 
to  tranemit  MO'a,  in  ordar  to  guide  an  attaok  group  to  the  target.  Thia  plane 
failed  to  discover  the  Tranaport  Croup,  but  at  1640  it  rapnrted  "Two  tranaporte 
and  two  daatroyara  bearing  261°,  dietant  700  mi lea."  It  made  no  other  oontaot*. 

This  employment  of  a 3-17  for  taotioal  aooutlng  enpeare  to  have  been  the 
firat  and  only  oooaalon  during  the  enauing  battle  when  thee*  planea  were  ao  em- 
ployed. It  la  unfortunate  that  mora  of  tham  could  not  have  been  ao  uaed,  for, 
am  will  be  aeen  later,  the  operatione  of  the  Striking  Foroe  were  greatly  handi- 
oapped  by  tha  abaenoa  of  taotioal  information,  which  B-17'*  night  hare  been  able 
to  obtain.  However,  B-17'a  were  rarely  employed  for  *uoh  missions  aa  they  were 
reatrloted  to  attaok  mlaalona.  Thia  went  baok  to  pre-war  Washington. 

At  1230  nine  B-171*  took  off  to  attack  the  Tranaport  Croup.  Thea  | lanes 
ware  armed  with  half  bomb-loads  (four  800  lb.  bomba  fused  for  l/lO  aaoonu  delay) 
and  one  bomb  bey  gas  tank.*** 


*Alr  Operations,  Midway  Defense  JPoroes,  Battle  of  Vidwey,  May  30th- June  6th,  11)45!-“ 
Serial  0027  dated  June  16,  1942. 

**Liaieon  Journal,  Battle  of  Midway,  Jo  K.  Warner,  Major  Air  Corpa,  p.  5, 

***Air  Operations,  Midway  Defense  Forces,  Battle  of  Midway,  May  3(>th-June  6th, 1942, 
Serial  0027  dated  June  16,  1942. 
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At  1639  the  strike  loader  reported  "attacking  target."  The  attaok  was 
nade  by  flights  of  three  airplanes  at  altitudes  of  8,000,  10,000  and  12,000 
feat  respectively. * The  Japanese  started  maneuvering  their  ships  more  or 
less  individually,  and  threw  up  heavy  anti-airoraft  fire.  This  fire  continued 
throughout  the  attaok  and  was  consistently  behind  the  attaoking  planes.  Thirty- 
six  ft  00-pound  bombs  were  dropped.  Although  s total  of  five  sure  hits,  one 
probable  hit,  and  four  near  misses  were  olaimed  on  two  battleships  or  heavy 
orulaare  and  two  large  transports,**no  hits  aotually  were  made.***  This  is 
oonsi stent  with  the  results  of  ths  Battle  of  the  Corral  Sea,  where  high-level, 
horiiontal  bombing  attaeks  made  by  both  Allied  and  Japanese  airoraft  on  maneuver- 
ing targets  felled  to  obtain  a single  hit. 

At  2116  e second  attaok  was  launohed  from  Midway,  This  tima  tha  attaok* 
group  oonsisted  of  four  PBY6A  planes,  seoh  with  one  torpedo.  The  pilots  were 
volunteers.  These  four  plenea  had  flown  in  from  Paarl  Harbor  the  same  dey  after 
a 10-hour  flight.  The  plenea  were  equipped  with  radar,  and  appear  to  have  been 
ohosen  for  this  mission  because  of  this  fast.  The  weather  was  clear,  with 
broken  oumulus  olouds  at  1000  feet.  At  2400  this  group  was  about  33S  miles 
from  Midway, •*•* 

There  may  be  some  question  as  to  the  wisdom  of  lsunohing  an  attaok  group  of 
but  four  patrol  planes  to  attaok  an  enemy  fores  considered  to  be  oompoaed  of 
oerriera,  battleships,  and  transports.  However,  CNAS  Midway,  in  view  of  the 
discovery  of  the  Transport  Group  of  ths  Japanese  Oooupation  Foros,  had  deoided 
that  the  Japanese  carrier  foroes  would  strike  Midway  on  the  following  morning 
at  about  0600,  He  had  auffiolent  planes  to  make  his  morning  eeeroh,  and  he 
appears  to  have  felt  that  with  his  limited  defense  foroea,  and  more  particularly, 
hie  limited  number  of  fighters,  there  would  be  no  means  of  servioing  his  patrol 
planes  aftsr  ths  Japanass  had  ottaokod.  Consequsntly  he  appears  to  have  thought 
it  wise  to  launoh  this  unsupported  night  ttaok  on  the  Japanese  transport  rather 
than  to  return  the  extra  planes  with  their  torpedoes  either  to  Pearl  Harbor  or 
to  one  of  the  small  bases  suoh  as  Llsianskl  Island,  without  having  struok  a blow. 
This  deelfilen  was  sound*  for  the  defense  foroes  were  poorly  constituted  and  it  was 
necessary  to  aooompllsh  any  damage  possible  egeinst  the  Japanese  foroes  with 
whatoxer  means  available. 

Commander  Striking  Foroo,  CTF  17  in  YORKTCHTN,  heard  of  the  two  contact*  on 
Japanese  ship  groups)  the  first  oontaot  on  two  AK  at  0904;  the  seoond  and  more 
import, unt  contact  on  a larger  group  bearing  261°  (T),  distent  700  miles  from 
Midway  at  0026.  He  estimated  the  situation  and  deoided,  apparently,  that  these 
oontaote  were  not  Important  enough  for  aoti<-»'  at  this  time  by  the  Striking  Foroe. 

He  re*v1i*od  that  hi*  great  advantage  lay  with  surprise,  and  he  did  not  choose  to 
expose  his  position  until  hs  was  satisfied  that  the  time  for  decisive  action  had 
oome.  He  therefore  continued  operating  in  his  designated  area,  whioh  was  approxi- 
mately 020°  (T),  distant  300  miles  frost  Midway,  and  took  such  oouries  and  speeds  as 
wore  necessary  to  maintain  station  in  the  area,  and  to  launoh  and  reoover  planet. 

♦Action  Report,  C.O.  431st  Bombardment  Squadron  (H),Hiekhai„  Field,  7 June  1042, p.l, 
**Hdq.7th  Air  Force  Letter  dated  17  July  1942-Subjeot  Operational  Report  Air  Force 
Employment  at  Midway,  p.l, 

**» ARGENTINA  MARU  Combat  Report  WDC  160232,  p,2. 

****Air  Operations,  Midway  Defense  Forces,  Battle  of  Midway,  May  SOth-June  6th, 
Serial  0027  dated  June  lit,  1942. 


- 79  - 


UNCLASSIFIED 


TP  16  continued  operating  about  10  miles  to  tho  south  of  TP  17. 

However,  Commander  Striking  Force  appears  to  have  realized  that  It  was 
possible  for  the  Midway  planes  to  miss  the  Japanese  striking  forces,  with  a 
possible  result  of  surprise  attack  on  his  own  task  force  in  the  afternoon.  He 
therefore  ordered  an  afternoon  search  to  cover  the  seme  sector  as  did  the  0400 
aearoh,  excepting  that  the  searoh  in  this  case  wae  reduced  to  a rsdiua  of  175 
miles.  This  sector  was  from  240°  (T)  olookwiae  to  060°  (T),  and  appears  to  have 
been  accomplished  by  10  planes.  The  sector  oovered  by  these  searches  seome  to 
have  been  excellently  ohoaen,  but  as  there  were  no  Japanese  forces  in  the  aroa 
at  that  time,  no  contacts  were  made. 

At  1940  he  ohftnged  the  bass  course  to  215°  (T)  and  speed  to  13.5  knots  in 
order  to  be  in  the  selected  launching  position  about  200  miles  north  of  Midway 
at  daylight,  June  4th,  At  2400  the  Striking  Foroe  wus  bearing  0)7°  (T),  distant 
271  miles  from  Midway.  During  this  time  TF  16  continued  to  maintain  station  about 
10  miles  south  of  TF  17, 

At  the  time  of  the  0925  oontaot  on  the  Japanese  Oooupation  Force  all  sub- 
marines of  TF  7 were  on  station  and  all  were  wfthin  their  given  areas  in  accord- 
ance with  instructions.  The  submarines  of  the  Midway  patrol  had  been  directed  to 
operate  at  periscope  depth  during  daylight  and  to  surface  during  darkness. 

The  0025  contact  report  appears  to  have  been  reoeived  by  but  o)jo  subnarine-- 
the  QR3NADIER.  The  time  of  reoeption  was  not  immediate,  but  was,  instead,  about 
12  hours  later.  It  should  ba  noted  that  at  0025  the  CUTTLEFISH  was  about  66  miles 
from  tho  Oooupation  Foroe  and  in  an  advantageous  position  to  exploit  the  oontaot, 
but  with  the  passing  of  12  hours  she  had  lost  her  advantage. 

At  2200  she  reoeived  orders  from  CTF  7 at  Pearl  Harbor  to,olose  Midway,  and 
to  searoh  for  and  destroy  a damaged  Japanese  battleship.  This  ship  had  been 
reportedly  set  on  fire  by  the  3-17  horiiontal  bombers  which  had  attacked  the 
Oooupvtlon  Foroe  at  1639,  The  CUTTLEFISH  prooeeded  toward  Midway  as  direoted, 
but  .ailed  to  disoovor  any  battleship.  The  report  of  damago  by  the  B-17's  was  in 
error,  as  no  hits  had  been  made.  As  a matter  of  Interest,  as  has  been  pointed  out 
earlier,  it  is  quite  probable  that  no  battleships  were  present  tho  Transport 
formation.  This  dispatch  from  CTF  7 was  the  first  information  that- the  CUTTLEFISH 
had  reoeived  concerning  the  enemy. 

At  2400  all  submarines  of  all  groups  wiuh  tne  exception  of  the  CUTTLEFISH  were 
on  assigned  3tati  ms  in  readiness  for  oontaot  with  the  enemy.  The  CUTTLEFISH  was 
closing  Midway,  and  bore  263°  (T),  distant  600  miles  therefrom  at  2400, 

* * * 

CTF  11,  in  the  CHESTER,  remained  at  San  Diego.  TO  11,1  continued  on  towards 
Pearl  harbor  and  at  2400  was  in  Lat,  28°-00'  N.,  Long,  141°-30'  j, 

* * * 

TF  1,  less  TU  1,1.4,  remained  at  onohor  in  San  Franoiaco,  and  at  2400  June  3rd 
was  still  there.  TU  1.1,4  was  at  sea  with  instructions  to  repel  an  expeoted  Japanese 
air  attack  on  Sen  Franoisoo,  At  2400  it  was  on  course  191°  (T),  speed  11.5  knots 
and  was  bearing  294°  (T),  distant  670  miles  from  San  Franoisoo, 
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CHAPTER  V 


BATTLE  OP  MICTTAT 


Midway  Action,  4 June  1942 
FORCES  ENGAGED 


(a)  Amtrloan  Striking  Foro* 
(1)  Ta*k  Foroa  16 


ENTERPRISE  (F),  HORNET  (CV),  NORTHAMPTON  (CA),  VINCENNES  (CA), 
MINNEAPOLIS  (CA),  NEW  ORLEANS  (CA),  PENSACOLA  (CA),  ATLANTA  (CLAA), 
WORDEN  (DD),  MONAGHAN  (DD),  AYLWIN  (DD),  PHELPS  (DD),  BALCH  (DD). 


CONYNGHAM  (DD),  DENHAM  (DD),  ELLET 

(DD), 

MAURY 

(DD). 

Total  2 CV,  6 CA,  1 CL  (AA),  9 

DD. 

Carrltr  baitd  plant*  aaalgntd 

VP 

VSB 

VT 

V08 

TOTAL 

W 

IT 

w 

So 

TbT 

Cruiatr  baatd  planta  aaalgnad. 

20 

20 

lat  Attack 

20 

68 

29 

Ratalntd  for  CAP 

34 

(2)  TMk  Foro*  17 


YORKTOWN  (PT)  (CV),  ASTORIA  (CA),  PORTLAND  (CA),  MORRIS  (DD), 
RUSSELL  (DD),  HAMUANN  (DD),  ANDERSON  (DD),  HUGHES  (DD). 

Total  1 CV,  2 CA,  6 DD. 


Carrlar  baatd  planta 

aaalgntd 

vp 

VSB 

VT 

VOS 

TOTAL 

IE 

SE 

T* 

ST 

Crulatr  baatd  planta 

aaalgnad 

8 

8 

lat  Attaok 

6 

17 

12 

Staroh 

10 

Rttalntd  for  CAP  19 

(8)  Midway  I aland  Porot* 

Total  planai  aaalgntd  110 

Plant*  launohtd  for  ataroh  22  PBY't 

Plant*  on  l*t  attaok  11  SB2U-3,  4 B-26,  6 TBF,  16  B-17,  16  SBD2. 
P lints  flying  CAP  26  VI' 
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Total  piano*  avallablei 


In  tha  5 oarriera  70  V?  107  VSB  41  VT  2?, 7 
In  tha  CA  A BB  28 

Total  Afloat  2t>6 

At  Midway  Shorn  Baaad  110 

Total  Airoraft  S66 

(b)  Japanese  Motel la  Force 

AKAfll  (r)  (CV)f  KAOA  (CV),  HI  RYU  (CV),  SORYU  (CV),  HARUNA  (BB).  KIRISBIMA  (BB). 
TORI  (CA),  GHIKUMA  (OA),  NAGARA  (CL>  NO WAR I (DO),  ARASRI  (DD).  HAOIKAZB  (00), 
MAIKA2E  (DO).  ISOKAZB  (DD),  USAXAZE  (DD),  HAMAKA2S  (DD),  TAMIKA2E  (DD), 
KAZAOUMO  (DD),  YUCRJMO  (DD),  MAXIODMO  (DD),  AXIOUMO  (DD). 

Total  4 CV,  2 BB,  2 CA,  1 CL.  12  DD. 

Total  planaa  available i Total 

In  tha  4 oarriara  90  VF  72  VB  72  VT  234 

In  CA  A BB  14  VOS  (about)  14 

“2TT 


STRENGTH  AMD  WEAKNESS  .FACTORS 

■■nawWMimaMaaaaMM  a 

Tha  fallowing  survey  of  portlnant  strength  and  waaknaa*  factor*  of  aaoh  foroa 
ha*  boon  mad*  to  auimaarise  tha  mat* rial  for  tatting  tha  faaaibility  and  aooapta- 
billty  of  possible  oouraaa  of  notion. 


American  Striking  Foroa 


Strength  Faotor* 

Superior  intolliganoa. 

1 urpriaa. 

I'oaaesslon  of  radar, 
lighter  diraotion  using  radar, 
ior*  oruiaar*  (S  to  5) 

Kora  doatroyara  (14  to  12) 

High  task  foroa  apaad  oapability. 
Automat io  homing  equipment  on 
OV’a  (YE). 

Self-sealing  fual  tanka  and  air- 
oraft amor. 

Occupation  of  flanking  position. 
Preaenoe  of  own  land  baaad  airoraft 
for  aaaroh,  reoonnalsaanot,  and  attack. 
(110  planaa) 


Waaknaa a Raptor* 

Failure  to  oonoentrate  anti- 
aircraft and  fighter  defense 
duo  to  aaparatlon  of  oarriara. 
Independent  task  foroaa  opera- 
ting under  different  seta  of 
oruiaing  inat motion*. 

Task  Foroaa  had  not  operated 
together  prior  to  this  time. 
HORNET  air  group  was  now  and 
laokad  irertoua  battle  ex- 
perience. 

YORKTC77N  Air  Group  waa  a com- 
posite group  from  three  oarriara, 
and  had  never  operated  as  a 
unit. 


UNQ A&isit 


»,JTOW»W*«W«W*»  - ■'  '*» 


Strength  faatora  (oont'd) 


Weakness  Fact  ora 


Mora  aubatarinaa  (19  to  15) 

Hearer  to  major  float  basa  and 
logistlo  aupport. 

Greater  number  orulaar  planes  (28-14) 


Carrlar  pi ana a not  hoaoganeoua  aa 
to  apeed  and  range* 
inf or lor  parforaanoa  oharaotarlotioa 
of  Aaerloan  fighters* 

Inaufflalant  AA  hoary  aaohine  guna. 
Torpado  oharaotariatloa  poor* 

Slow  torpado  planes* 


JAPAME8B  IfOBILB  POBOB 

Straagth  faotora  Wsakneaa  faotora 

Infarlor  lntalliganoa. 

Ho  radar* 

Insufflolent  AA  haary  naohino  guna. 
Airoraft  had  laaa  protection  and  no 
aalf-aaallng  gaa  tanka, 

Liadtad  land  baaed  air  aaaroh  and 
roaonnataeanoa  tscv  Waka. 

Ho  autonatlo  alr<v  aft  honing  equip- 
ment on  C7'a. 


Thla  analyala  lndioatea  that  lnaofar  aa  number*  of  oarrlera*  oombat 
axparlanoa  of  pilota*  and  daalgn  of  airoraft.  the  adrantage  lay  with  the 
Japan**#)  that  lnaofar  aa  lntalllgonoe,  aurprlae,  relatire  poaltlon*  teohnloal 
operation  of  oarrlera.  including  radar  and  honing  darloaa  and  aupport  by  land 
baaed  airoraft  for  aaaroh  and  oombat*  the  adrantage  lay  with  the  Aaerioana. 

All  other  adrantage*  and  diaadrantagaa  abore  Hated,  while  Important,'  are  not 
daoiaira,  and  may  bo  oonsldered  to  balanoe  one  another. 


Oraatar  number  OV  (4  to  S) 

Two  (faat)  battloahipa* 

(16-14*  guna) 

Oraatar  number  4*7*  to  6” 
guna  (171  to  140) 

Higher  performance  fighter 
planea* 

Mora  balanoed  faat  oarrler  taak 
force  with  4 CV)  2 BB,  2 CA,  1 CL 
and  12  DD. 

Mora  balanoed  air  striking  force* 
More  nearly  homogeneous  daalgn  of 
planea  aa signed  the  air  groupa  per- 
mitting thair  taotioal  employment  aa 
ona  unit* 

Pilota  had  long  oombat  axparlanoa* 
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JAPANESE  OPERATIONS 


AIR  ACTION 

OOOO  June  4th  to  2400  Jane  4th 


Commander  Mobil*  Foro*  ooritinued  from  hi*  midnight  poeition  on  oourse 
130°  (T) , *p**d  24  knot*.  H*  presumably  fait  reasonably  oertaln  that  tka 
Mobil#  Foroa  had  not  baan  disooversd,  although  ho  must  alao  have  fait 
reasonably  oartaln  that  it  would  ba  maraly  a mattar  of  time  bafora  ha  wan 
looatad  by  alroraft  from  Midway,  Bo  doubt  he  had  hoard  of  tha  land  baaed 
air  att&ok  on  tha  Oooupation  Foroa  to  tha  south  on  tha  prooeding  day,  but, 
aa  yot,  the  presence  of  American  oarrlar  fovooa  in  hla  violnity  remained  un- 
known to  him.  Nothing  had  yet  ooourred  to  ohanga  hla  original  view  that  then* 
ware  no  Amerloan  aurfaoo  ships  with  oarrlar  baaed  alroraft  In  the  violnity  of 
Midway,  for  he  oontlnued  «n  without  ohange. 

The  weather  waa  olear  with  ,8  aoattared  olouda,  rlaibillty  exoallant, 
oailing  16r0-3000  feat,  and  a wind  from  the  southeast*  This  must  hara  boon 
gratifying  to  him,  aa  it  would  permit  launching  planes  on  his  approach  oourse, 
with  tha  subsequent  reduotion  of  tha  dlstanoe  between  tha  reoorery  point  and 
Midway,  With  thaas  favorable  weather  conditions,  he  oould  reasonably  expeot 
to  obtain  a navigational  fix  at  dawn,  and  to  launoh  hia  first  attaok  ware 
before  being  disoorered  by  tha  Midway  search  planes. 

At  0364  June  4uh,  about  ona  hour  bafora  sunrise,  ha  slowed  the  Mobile 
Foroe  to  20  knots  to  launoh  planea  into  tha  light,  aouthaaaterly  wind,* 

Thirty-six  minutsa  later  at  the  break  of  dawn  (Of 30)  and  in  a position  bear- 
ing 314°  (T) , distant  240  milas  from  Midway,  ha  launched  his  air  attaok  group, 
under  the  command  of  the  flight  offloer  of  the  HXRTU,  to  attaok  Midway.  Thia 
attaok  unit  was  oomposed  of  ona  hundred  sight  oarrlar  based  plarfees  thirty-six 
fighters,  thirty-six  bombers  and  thirty-six  torpedo  pianos,  although  tha  latter 
were  armed  with  bomba  at  this  time  instead  of  with  torpedoes , The  bombers 
oarried  242  kg  bombs  and  the  torpsdo  planes  carried  806  kg  bombs.**  One  VT 
from  the  HIRYU  soon  returnod  due  to  engine  trouble.*** 

Inmsdiately  following  the  departure  of  the  Midway  attaok  group.  Commander 
Mobile  Foroe  launched  sevwu  search  planes  to  search  the  area  included  between 
026  end  1880  (T)  from  his  launching  position,  Diagram  "D-l",  and  two  anti- 
submarine patrol  planes.  In  oonnsotlon  with  these  searoh  planes  it  is  of 
particular  importance  to  nata  the  various  times  at  whioh  tha  oruisar  planes 
were  eotually  launched,  as  this  had  s vitally  important  bearing  on  the  failure 
of  the  Japanese  at  Midway.  The  time  of  these  launchings  is  as  follow*!* 

0436  CHIKUMA  plana  takas  off  on  #6  searoh  line. 

0438  " " * " #8  searoh  line. 

0442  TONE  plana  " * #3  searoh  line. 

0600  " " " " #4  searoh  line. 
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Aooordlng  to  Japanese  reports,  the  TONE'S  plane  on  $4  searoh  line  made 
the  initial  oontaot  on  the  Amerioan  carrier  task  foroos.  This  plane  was  de- 
layed in  launching  about  30  minutes.  Presumably,  the  above  initial  oontaot 
was  made  30  minutee  later  than  might  have  ooourrstl  had  the  plane  been  launohed 
on  time.  Had  Oommsuider  Mobile  Force  received  the  contact  report  at  about 
0700  rather  than  at  0728,  he  oould  have  ordered  his  organisation  tf4,  consist- 
ing of  twelve  fighter  planes  and  eighty-one  attaok  planes  in  readiness  on 
deoks,  to  attaok  the  Ameiioen  oarrisrs.  However,  Commander  Mobile  Force, 
having  heard  nothing  from  his  searoh  planes,  at  0715  discontinued  the  condition 
of  readiness  for  his  standby  planes,  then  armed  with  torpedoes  and  bombs  suitably 
fused  for  use  against  surface  ships.  He  sent  the  attaok  planes  below  in  order 
to  olear  the  oarrler  flight  decks  for  race very  of  the  planes  returning  from 
the  Midway  attack,  end  to  arm  the  torpedo  planes  with  bombs  for  a second 
attaok  on  Midway,* 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  early  oontaot  in  oarrler  operations,  Btudents 
of  naval  history  will  wonder  why  it  was  that  Commander  Mobile  Foroe  did  not 
launch  his  searoh  planes  at  the  earliest  praotioable  moment  to  permit  their 
prompt  departure  at  dawn.  Carrier  launohing  ooranenoed  at  0364.  Dawn  was  at 
0430.  Sunrise  was  at  045?.  It  should  be  apparent  that  had  the  searoh  planes 
departed  prompt! y at  dawn,  they  might  have  made  oontaot  on  the  Amerioan  oarrler 
task  forces  m»-;h  earlier— from  one  half  hour  to  one  hour  earlier— end  perhaps 
before  the  M .way  search  planes  discovered  the  Mobile  Foroe. 

Japanese  praotioe  in  the  operation  of  their  ship  based  planes  was,  in 
general,  oxosllent  throughout  the  early  dtys  of  the  war.  It  was,  however, 
apparently  inferior  to  Amerioan  praotioe  as  regards  "launching"  on  time. 

Amerioan  praotioe  called  for  ship  baaed  planes  to  be  launohed  promptly  on 
•lgual,  so  that  all  planes  might  be  expeoted  to  take  the  air  at  onoe.  Had 
Japanese  praotioe  been  ae  demanding  as  the  American  praotioe,  and  had  the 
TONE  plane  been  launohed  on  time,  the  course  of  the  battle  might  have  turned 
favorable  to  the  Japanese, 

The  reasons  for  delaying  the  launohing  of  the  searoh  pi  anon  until  after 
the  attaok  groups  had  departed  for  Midway  are  not  olear,  but  wore  probably 
beaauoe  Commander  Mobile  Foroe  did  not  expect  to  locate  any  strong  Amerioan 
surface  and  carrie*  foroes,  and  was  perfunctory  in  oarrying  out  his  plan  pro- 
viding against  this  Amerioan  capability.  Possibly,  ho  delayed  because),  for 
security  reason*,  he  did  not  oare  to  have  his  searoh  planoB  sighted  by  the 
enemy  before  his  attaok  group  had  struck.  This  Midway  attack  was  to  bo  a 
surprise] 

Students  of  naval  history  will  also  wonder  why  it  was  that  Coiunander 
Mobile  Foroe,  with  an  aircraft  oumplement  in  hia  four  oarriero  of  234  planes 
of  whioh  ninety  were  fighters,  sevonty-two  bombers  and  seventy-two  torpado  plane*, 
initially  allotted  but  1.08  pianos,  or  roughly  foj*,  in  the  attack  on  Midway.** 

There  is  no  information  avoilable  from  Japanese  jouroes  to  explain  the  mortal, 
prooeaa  of  the  Commander  Mobile  Foroe  in  making  this  deoiaion.  However,  from 
the  lutelligenoe  available  to  the  JapanoB*,  it  would  seem  that  Commander  Mobil* 

Foroe  had  thoroughly  weighed  all  courses  of  action,  and  had  finally  arrived 
at  the  above  figures  on  the  basie  of  the  three  faotors  of  superiority,  eoonomy 
of  foroe,  and  seourity,  Hia  intelligence  indicated  about  thirty  Amerioan 
fighters  at  Midway,  and  although  he  realised  that  other  types  of  planes 
were  also  there,  he  appears  to  have  fait  that 
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non*  of  the**  othar  type*  would  be  able  to  offer  effeotiv*  opposition  tc  hi*  air 
attack  group.  H*  had  definite  knowledge  of  tha  d*atruotiT*  oapabllitla*  of  hi* 
bomba  on  Alll*d  dafana**  aa  laarnad  during  fch*  praoadlng  6 month*  of  war.  Ha 
* a an*  to  hare  fait,  tharofer*.  that  th*  on*  hundred  and  eight  planet  ware  adequate 
In  number  and  in  typ*  to  aooospUah  thoir  miaaiou.  Ha  also  appears  to  have  felt 
that  with  th*  proapao-s  of  unknown  oppoal .Ion  in  view,  it  was  unwic*  to  sand  foroas 
far  above  thoa*  considered  neoeaaary  to  accomplish  their  miaalon,  but  rather  to 
hold  tha  remainder  in  readiness  against  tha  oontingenoy  of  additional  foroas  being 
in  th*  are*.  Thla  was  an  axoallant  example  of  aoonomy  of  foro*  and  of  aaourlty. 

In  addition,  it  appaara  probabl#  that  Commandar  Mobile  Foro#  did  not  oara  to  aooepi 
th*  additional  delay  inoident  to  launohing  a oomplsta  striking  group.  This  delay 
ia  du*  to  tha  mechanics  of  oarriar  operation,  whereby  all  planes  of  th*  carrier 
oomplaaMnt  cannot  be  spotted  on  deok  at  on#  time  and  flown  off* 

Commander  Mobil*  Foroa’a  attitude  regarding  security  la  of  great  interest,  for 
despite  that  faot  that  he  seems  to  haw*  fait  confident  that  there  were  no  Amerioan 
aurfaoe  foroaa  supported  by  oarritr  baaed  alroraft  in  th*  Miuvay  area,  ooufldeno* 
whloh  was  relnforoad  by  the  faot  that  tha  aubmarlnes  whloh  appeared  to  he  in  good 
intercept  position*  had  failed  to  report,  any  Amerioan  foreea,  h*  nerarthaleaa  eeama 
to  have  viewed  hie  lntelllgeno*  with  some  ekeptioiam.  Hi*  plan  that  afore  provided 
for  a search  to  a radius  of  300  alias  for  Aaariean  aurfao*  foroas  in  th*  area  whloh 
he  oonsi dated  moat  dangeroue  to  hie  own  ooBmand*  Xt  was  alao  for  thie  reason  that 
he  decided  to  hold  a aeoond  alroraft  striking  group  in  standby  condition,  armed  with 
bomba  and  torpadoas,  ready  to  launoh  against  any  suoh  aurfao#  foroaa  diaoovarsd. 

Why  Commandar  Mobil#  Foroe  launohed  only  seven  aearoh  planes  1*  not  oltar,  for 
if  a saaroh  for  enemy  foroaa  was  warranted,  suoh  a aearoh  ahould  neoeaaarily  have 
been  designed  ao  aa  to  insure  tha  deteotion  of  any  enemy  foroea  within  the  danger 
area,  Th*  sevan-plaa#  aearoh  waa  not  sufficiently  dens*  to  aooompllah  thla  bayond 
160  miles  from  th*  Mobil*  Foro*,  and  therefor*  the  aearoh  waa  not  adequate.  For- 
tunately for  Commander  Mobile  Foroe,  the  Amerioan  surface  foroea  ware  sufficiently 
naar  to  mak#  tha  aearof  reasonably  effeotiv*  and  tha  visibility  waa  unuaually  high 
In  the  vlolnlty  of  th#  Amerioan  oarriar  foroas.*  Thla  reaultad  in  th*  diaoovery  of 
th*  Amarloan  foroaa  on  th*  outgoing  aearoh  leg  by  th*  TONS  plane. 

At  0430,  when  the  Japanese  attaok  unita  war*  departing  for  their  etrikes  on 
Midway,  tha  Aaarioan  oarriar  teak  foroas  were  bearing  083°  (T),  distant  216  miles, 
Th*  YORKTOWN  waa  launohing  a saaroh  of  10  plena*  to  a diatano*  of  100  nils*  in  tha 
northern  semi-olrol*.  At  the  earn*  time,  Midway  was  launohing  a 22-patrol  piano 
aearoh  to  th*  westward  in  tha  asotor  between  200  and  020  degrssa  to  a radiur  of 
426  mil**,  and  a strike  mission  of  fifteen  B-17'i  to  the  westward  to  attaok  the 
Transport  Group  of  tha  Midway  Occupation  Foro*. 

After  launohing  all  daelgoatad  attaok  and  aearoh  planes  with  th*  exoeptUn  of 
the  second  TOMS  plane,  whloh  wee  not  launohed  until  0600,  the  Mobil*  Foro*  at  0460 
lnoreased  speed  to  24  knots*  Commander  Mobile  Fores  at  0520,  after  having  estimated 
tha  existing  situation,  sent  th#  following  maaaags  to  hla  teak  forosi 

•TJnlaaa  unforeseen  ohangsa  in  th*  aituation  ooour,  tha  asoond  attaok  wavs  in 
organisation  So.  4 will  b*  carried  out  today." 

teflon  TU'poTt  Wi  BJWMRIfli-derlal  ftllS’  TunTl'.TTiT," TT. 
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Thin  wm  a preparatory  message,  sent  wall  in  advance  to  keep  his  own  foroe 
apprised  of  hie  intention*.  It  was  rot  an  isolated  incident,  for,  a* 
repeatedly  shown.  Commander  Mobile  Foroe  never  failed  throughout  the  ensuing 
battle  to  keep  his  superior,  ms  well  as  his  own  forces,  advised  as  to  his  plans. 

This  is  an  important  item  in  leadership,  for  in  the  profession  of  arms,  every 
man,  even  on  the  lowest  eohelon,  is  at  onos  a leader  and  a follower,  who  may  be 
suddenly  confronted  by  the  uncertainties  of  war  with  the  oal’  to  exercise  oora- 
mand.  Information  of  the  intentions  of  the  oomnmnder  is  inval  lablo,  not  only 
in  insuring  that  the  bnaio  plan  is  oarried  out  with  correctness  end  dispatch, 
but  also  in  insuring  that  anyone  who  suooaeds  to  command  is  adequately  Informed 
as  to  tii  demands  of  the  situation. 

At  0632  the  NAOARA  commenced  making  smoke,  and  Commander  Mobile  Foroe  in- 
creased the  speed  of  the  foroe  tc  26  knobs.  At  0534  the  KIRISHIMA  oomnenoed 
making  smoke.*  Why  the  NAOARA  and  KIRISHIMA  made  smoke  1*  not  clear,  but  it  Is 
presumed  that  the  smoke  was  employed  as  a means  of  cover  to  make  enemy  observa- 
tion and  attack  more  difficult.  It  appears  tc  have  been  successful,  as  the 
report  made  by  the  Midway  searoh  plane  was  inoerreot  in  that  it  only  reported 
about  half  of  the  ships  present  in  the  task  foroa.  At  this  time  the  Mobile 
Foroe  apparently  had  no  fighters  in  the  air,  but  it  was  steaming  into  the  wind, 
and  oould  launoh  planes  at  any  time  without  maneuvering.  In  view  of  the  laok 
of  radar,  fighter  lntoroeption  on  inooming  attnoking  planes  was  largely  1 ifb 
to  the  pilots  when  airborne.  This  was  because  it  was  not  possible  to  direot 
intorooptlon  of  fighters  flying  combat  air  patrol  bayond  visual  diatanoei  and 
because  it  was  desirable  to  maintain  radio  silence  as  the  oarriors  approaohed 
the  launching  position. 

Commander  Mobile  Force's  deoiaion  not  to  launch  fighters  for  ooinbst  sir 
patrol  y/hs  of  doubtful  correctness.  Fighters  in  the  air  are  better  able  to 
lntoroopt  the  enemy  on  short  notloe  than  are  those  on  deok.  The  Japanese 
action  in  this  oase  was  quite  different  from  the  Amerioan  praotioe,  whioh  oalled 
for  the  combat  air  patrol  to  be  airborne  at  dawn.  In  this  instance  Commander 
Mobile  Foroo'e  deolslon  must  have  been  made  in  the  expectation  of  striking 
Midway  before  his  location  oould  be  made  known  to  the  Atoll  oommand,  and  there- 
fore prior  to  the  launching  of  strike  alroraft  by  that  command.  Maintenance  of 
radio  silenoo  wan  therefore  vitally  important,  Sinoe  visual  fighter  direction 
required  the  use  of  radio.  Commander  Mobile  Foroe  presumably  considered  it  wise 
t-u  retain  his  fighter  patrol  on  deok  until  a first  oontaot  on  the  eneiqy  had  been 
made.  There  ie  no  thumb  rule  for  situations  of  this  kind  or  for  any  other 
military  situation,  F>aoh  situation  iu  a different  problem  and  must  be  solved 
in  tho  light  of  existing  oiroumstanoes. 

At  0642  a flying  boat  was  sighted  bearing  1P6°,  distant  26  miles.  At 
0643  fighter*  were  launched  from  all  four  carriers  to  attaok  this  flying  boat,* 

This  Amerioan  PBY  arid  others  apparently  not  discovered  by  t he  Japanese  reported 
the  position  of  the  Japanese  Mobile  Foroe  to  Midway,  and  to  the  American  Striking 
Foroe.  These  reports  plaoed  the  Mobile  Force  40  miles  bearing  1 1 B«>  (T)  from  its 
actual  position. 

At  0646  ths  Mobile  Foroe  received  the  first  oontaot  report  from  its  searoh 
planes.  A TONE  plane  sighted  and  reported  two  surfaced  submarines.*  These  sub- 
marines were  evidently  the  OROUPER  and  the  NAUTILUS,  whioh  had  been  directed  to 
keep  at  perisoopo  depth  during  daylight  hours, 

♦Mobile  Foroe  Detailed  Battle  Report  #G,  ONI  Review,  May  1U47,  p,16 . 

UfWraSIRED 


- 87  - 


The  presence  of  those  submarines  does  not  appear  to  have  alarmed 
Commander  Mobile  Foroe.  He  seems  to  have  felt  his  anti -submarine  defenses, 
including  a destroyer  screen,  an  anti-submarine  air  patrol,  and  hie  speed 
and  maneuverability  were  adequate  pretention.  H1b  plot  of  their  position 
whioh  placed  them  about  15  miles  from  his  planned  track  aeemed  to  indicate 
that  his  force  would  pass  clear.  He  therefore  maintained  his  course. 

Commander  Mobile  Foroe  realised,  of  aourse,  that  his  presenoe  must  have 
been  reported.  But  as'he  had  heard  nothing  from  his  search  planes,  and,  as 
he  did  nob  think  that  there  were  any  American  carriers  in  the  area  anyway, 
he  must  havs  expected  that  any  important  American  sir  attack  on  hie  force 
would  oone  from  Midway,  As  for  the  Americans  at  Midway,  they  now  had  a 
fairly  good  estimate  of  the  looation,  oouree  end  speed  of  the  Japanese  Mobile 
Foroe.  The  opposing  oarrier  foroes  were  about  204  miles  apart,  bearing  0?4°« 

264°  (T)  from  eaoh  other.  Diagram  "D-l"  shows  the  relative  locations  of  the 
opposing  oarrier  foroes  at  this  oritioal  time. 

At  0600  Ccmmander  Carrier  Division  2 signalled  that  atieny  pleura  were 
visible  on  bearing  090°  (T),  distant  26. 5 milea,  and  directed  that  fighters 
take  cff.  Commander  Uobile  Foroe  increased  speed  to  28  knots,  changed  course 
slightly  to  140°  (T),  and  continued  closing  Midway.* 

At  0619  the  Japanese  air  attack  group,  whioh  was  approaohing  Midway  on 
oourse  226°  (T),  was  intercepted  by  the  American  Marine  fighters.  These 
fighters  pressed  home  their  attack  against  the  Japanese  bombers.  After  their 
initial  pass  the  Japanese  escorting  fighters  attacked  the  Marine  fighters. 

Shooting  down  most  of  them,  and  preventing  further  effective  attacks  by  them 
against  the  bombers.  The  Japanese  continued  on,  and  did  considerable  damage 
on  both  Eastern  Island  and  Sand  Island,  slowing  the  American  operations  con- 
siderably suid  greatly  reduoing  the  effectiveness  of  Midway  as  a base.  Although 
the  Americans  claimed  that  they  had  shot  down  31  Japanese  planes  by  air  aotion 
alone,  this  figure  is  lnoorreot.**  The  Japanese  reported  their  own  losses  as 
n5n»  planes,  with  two  additional  made  inoperative.***  Many  others  reoelved 

minor  damage*  \ 

At  0643  the  oruiser  TONE  sighted  three  onemy  planes  and  Commenced  making 
smoke. 

At  0646  the  flight  officer  of  the  HIRYU  in  oonmand  of  the  Midway  attack  re- 
ported "We  have  oompleted  our  attack  and  are  homeward  hound," 

At  0700  the  Japanese  Uobile  Force  bore  315°  (t),  distant  170  miles  from 
Uidway.  Course  had  been  changed  to  136°  (T).  Speed  remained  at  28  knots.  At  j 

this  moment  the  commander  of  the  Midway  air  attaok  group  reported  "There  is 

need  for  a seoond  attaok  wave."****  j 

Unknown  to  the  Commander  Mobile  Foroe,  CTF  16  at  0706  from  a position  bear-  j 

Lng  Qtib0  (T),,  distant  175  miles  from  the  Mobile  Foroe,  had  oommenoed  launching 
his  attack  groups  of  dive  bombers,  torpedo,  and  fighting  planes  from  the  HORNET 
and  ENTERPRISE.***** 

•Mobile  F'or.  Detailed  Battle  Report  ip6,0HI  Review, May  1947, p. 16. 

••Marine  Air  Croup  22,  Rep.  of  Exe. Officer, Bat. Midway,  June  7,  1942,  p,9.  , 

•••Mobile  For.  Detailed  Battle  Report  #6, ONI  Review, May  1947, pp. 46, 46, 47, 48.  [ 

••••Mobile  For.Eat.Rept.^fC.OUI  Review, May  1947,  p.17,  , 

•••••Action  Rpt.USS  ENTERPRISE-0133  of  Jun.8ch,i94Z,p.2  and  of  uSS  HORNET - 
0018  of  June  13„1942,  p.2. 
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At  070S  th*  TONS,  CHIKUMA,  and  AKAOI  sighted  the  first  two  attack  group* 
from  Midwayi  four  B-28's  and  aix  TbF's,  approaching  at  low  altitude*.  Th* 
four  B-2C  plane*  and  the  aix  TBF'»  dur-ag  the  ensuing  10  minute*  attacked  the 
Mobile  Force  in  two  separate  group*.  Buoh  of  these  planes  we*  armed  with  on* 
torpedo.  Their  attaok  failed  to  hit  any  of  the  Japanese  ship*.*  Fire  of  th* 
six  TBF'*  and  two  of  th*  four  B-26's  ware  shot  down.  Th*  three  plane*  which 
finally  returned  from  this  attack  to  Midway  were  ao  damaged  that  they  were 
unfit  for  further  use.**  Moat  of  these  plane*  appear  to  hare  been  shot  down 
by  fighter  elroraft.  In  avoiding  this  attaok  th*  Japanese  made  radical  man- 
euvers by  individual  ships  and  threw  up  heavy  AA  fire.  Individual  maneuver 
under  air  attaok  appears  to  have  been  standard  Japanese  procedure  or  doctrine 
for  ahlps  within  a carrier  task  foro*  disposition.  The  American  planes  appear 
to  have  attaoked  from  ahead,  elightly  on  both  bow*  of  the  disposition. 

While  th*  above  aotion  was  ooourrlng,  Comnander  Mobil*  Fore*  had  to  make 
the  doolalon  whloh  so  vitally  affected  the  entire  outcome  of  the  battle.  He 
had  been  advised  at  0700  that  another  attaok  was  required  at  Midway.  His 
searoh  planes,  whioh  he  had  sent  out  to  looste  any  Aaerioan  surface  forces, 
and  whioh  had  now  bean  gone  2 to  2&  hours  and  were,  therefore,  anywhere  from 
200  to  260  miles  away,  had  not  reported  any  oontaots.  About  half  of  the  planes 
assigned  to  his  four  osrriera  had  been  standing  by  armed  with  torpedoes,  ready 
to  attaok  an  eneisy  surface  force  should  one  be  discovered.  His  foroe  wao  being 
attaoked  by  planes  from  Midway.  Finally,  hit  first  attsok  wav*  of  planea  wao 
due  beak  from  Midway  in  a very  short  tins,  and  required  rearming  and  refueling 
for  future  missions.  He  therefor*  deoided  that  sino*  there  were  no  Amerioan 
surface  forces  to  give  him  oonoern,  it  would  be  wise  to  oarry  out  the  reoom- 
uended  additional  attaok  on  Midway.  He  directed  his  foro*  at  0716  as  follow*) 
"Planes  in  seoond  attaok  wave  stand  by  to  oarry  out  attaok  today.  Re-equip 
yourselves  with  bombs."***  At  the  moment  that  he  transmitted  this  message, 
his  flagship,  ths  AKAOI,  suooeasfully  maneuvered  to  avoid  * torpedo  dropped  by 
on*  of  the  ten  attacking  planes  from  Midway. 

This  decision  of  Commandsr  Mobile  Foroe  to  launch  a second  attaok  on  Midway, 
employing  th*  planes  whioh  he  had  reserved  for  * possible  Amerioan  surface  force, 
was  an  unfortunate  one  from  the  Japanese  viewpoint.  For  it  beoama  necessary  to 
re-arm  the  planes  with  land  bombs  and  to  remove  the  torpedoes  and  the  ordinary 
bombs  whioh  were  for  ue*  against  ships.  This  placed  his  carriers  in  a state  of 
non-readlnee*  for  instent  aotion  whioh  was  to  have  a very  adverse  effeot  on  th* 
fortunes  of  the  Mobile  Foroe.  As  will  be  shown  later,  this  was  in  a large  part 
due  to  the  element  of  ohanoe  and  indioatea  how  often  in  battle  suooess  or  failure 
stay  hinge  on  an  lnoorreot  deoision,  however  correct  and  logloal  auoh  deoinlon  may 
teem  to  the  Conauander  a*  that  time. 

While  it  is  olear  that  Commander  Mobile  Force's  sesroh  had  not  as  yet  been 
completed  and  while  it  is  also  clear  that  the  searoh  density  was  low,  it  sppeare 
that  the  search  waa  purely  precautionary  and  wee  not  expected  to  dieoover  any 
enemy  force*  which  could  offer  serious  opposition  to  the  Mobile  Foroe. 

•Mobile  Foroe  betalled  Battle'  heport  #6,  ONI  Review,  Way  1947,  p , 1 7 , 

••Air  Operations,  Midway  Defense  Foroe*  during  Battl#  of  Midway,  May  30th  to 
June  6th, 1342,  Serial  0027  dated  June  16th, 1S42. 

•♦•Mobile  Force  Detailed  Battle  Report  OUT  Review,  May  1347,  p.17 
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At  0728  or  IS  minutes  altar  ordering  tha  plan**  to  re-equip  with  bomb* 

Commander  Mobile  Foro#  reoaived  a massage  from  TONS  aearoh  plana  #4  stating 
that  h*  had  alghtad  tan  Amsrioan  aurfaoa  ahipa  on  oouraa  150°  (T),  anted  over 
20  knots,  and  bearing  10°  (T),  diatant  240  miles  from  Midway.*  This  waa  tha 
firat  information  Coanandar  Mobile  Foroa  raoeived  that  thar*  waa  an  Amarioan 
aurfaoa  force  in  the  area.  Connander  Mobile  Foroa  aotad  with  dlspatoh,  for 
her*  waa  a aituation  which  ohallangad  hia  baaio  plan  and  which  required  im- 
mediate notion  ahould  thar*  be  oarriara  with  the  Amarioan  foroa.  Ha  realised 
that  tha  TOMS'*  report  waa  inaoourat*  in  detail*,  aa  it  failed  to  give  the  type 
of  ahipa.  Nevertheless,  ha  deoidad  to  launoh  aa  aoon  aa  possible  an  air  attaolc 
against  it.  Meanwhile,  at  0739,  h*  changed  oouraa  to  100°  (T),  in  order  to  oloaa 
tha  *a»ay.  At  0746,  or  17  minutec  after  ha  had  raoaiTad  tha  contact  report,  ha 
sent  a preparatory  maaaag*  to  his  ooasnand.  This  maaaag#  diraotad  hia  foroa#  to— 
"Proper#  to  oarry  out  attaoks  on  anamy  fleet  units.  La era  torpedoes  on  the  attaok 
plana#  whioh  hare  not  as  yat  bean  ohangad  to  bomba."  Ha  followed  this  at  0747 
with  a message  to  the  TONS  plana  to— "Aaoartain  type*  and  maintain  oontaot",  aa 
ha  needed  to  know  tha  composition  of  this  Amarioan  taak  foroa.  It  is  possible 
that  h*  waa  familiar  with  tha  mistake  mads  by  tha  J apt  .ese  oarriar  commander  at 
tha  Battle  of  tha  Coral  Sea,  who,  beoauaa  of  an  inoorreot  oontaot  report  by  a 
aearoh  plana,  wasted  great  air  effort  against  a tanker  mistaken  for  a oarriar, 
and  thereby  lost  the  faotor  of  surprise. 

Commander  Mobile  Force  was  unable  at  this  time  to  launoh  an  attack  agalnat 
the  American  taak  foroa  beoauaa  of  tha  rearming  order. 

, Numerous  enemy  planes  were  approaching  the  Mobile  Foroa.  Several  ahipa  re- 
ported group*  of  enemy  planee  heading  for  the  disposition.  These  group#,  of  whioh 
there  war*  three,  attaokad  in  auooaaslon,  selecting  aa  targets,  the  oarriara  AKAOI, 
SORYU,  and  HIRYU.  The  firat  attaok  group,  tha  torpedo  planee  from  Midway,  struok 
aa  haa  been  previously  related.  The  aeoond  attaok  group  whioh  waa  oompoaed  of  18 
aoout  bombera  made  a glide  attaok.  There  la  nothing  in  the  Japanese  report  to 
indioat*  that  this  dlfferene#  waa  noted,  although  the  CHIKUMA,  at  0309,  reported 
■hooting  down  one  oarrier  baaed  torpedo  plane.  There  were  no  torpedo  planes  present 
in  any  of  tha  Midway  atteoka  delivered  at  this  tine.  However,  it  la  assumed  that 
the  glide  attaok  amy  have  had  some  of  the  oharaoterietioe  of  a torpedo  attaok. 

The  CHIKUMA,  at  OBOC,  stated  that  there  were  oarrier  plenea  present,  but  there 
appear#  to  be  doubt  that  ah*  advised  Commander  Mobile  Foroa  of  this  opinion. 

Although  hia  intelligence  did  not  lndioate  any  dive  bombera  on  Midway,  Connander 
Mobile  Foro*  may  have  felt  that  oarrier  type  airornft  were  likely  to  b*  there. 

the  third  attaok  by  fourteen  B-17'a  immediately  followed  the  aeoond  attaok. 
There  la  no  indication  in  the  Japanese  reports  studied  that,  the  attacking  plena# 
were  horizontal  bombera.  It  appears  that  there  wee  so  muoh  aotlvity  repelling  the 
glide  bombing  attaok  that  the  foot  that  horlsontal  bomber*  were  in  the  arts  went 
undlaeovered.  Ihla  appears  to  have  been  due  partially  to  the  feet  that  the  B-17'a 
approached  and  bombed  at  about  20,000  feet.  The  following  reports  refer  to  this 
attaoki  0812— Bomb  fella  astern  of  KAOA.  Mias.  0813— Sight  bomba  fell  in  position 
bearing  120  degrees  to  port,  diatant  600  meter*  from  AKAOI,  The  B-17'e  ol timed 
three  hlte  on  two  oarriere,  but  these  olalms  seem  to  be  in  error.  According  to 
Japanese  record*  no  hita  were  made.** 

♦Mobile  Foroe  Bata Had  Battle  Report  #8 ,*ST~R#vi aw,  Way  1947,  p.llT 
**•*  w * • " " " " p.lp 
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While  the**  attacks  by  tha  Midway  plane*  wara  underway,  TONE  plana  #4 
provided  vary  valuabla  intalllganoa,  for  at  0820  It  reported,  "Tha  enemy  la 
acoompaniad  by  what  appaara  to  bo  a oarrlar."  It  la  believed  that  thla  waa 
tha  flrat  Information  received  by  Comander  Mobile  For©*  Indicating  tha 
praaenoa  of  a oarrlar  In  tha  Anar loan  task  foroo.  It  oust  hava  baan  somewhat 
of  a ourprlaa  to  him,  for,  as  atasad  previously,  his  Information  lndloatad  that 
there  would  probably  not  be  Anarloan  foreaa  with  oarriera  aa  a nucleus  in  the 
Midway  area.  It  la  probable  that  tha  original  report  from  tha  TONE  #4  plana 
alerted  him  to  tha  possibility  of  a oarrlar  being  preaent*  It  waa  for  that 
reaaon,  apparently,  that  ha  repeatedly  requested  tha  TONE  plana  for  a report 
na  to  typea  of  ahipa  In  tha  group,  Ua  must  hava  baan  extremely  anxious  about 
this,  for  ha  must  hava  realised  that  tha  praaenoa  of  aa  Anarloan  oarrlar  might 
sarioualy  Jeopardise  his  plan,  This  waa  particularly  true  at  this  time,  as 
almost  on#  hour  had  alapsad  ainoa  tha  Initial  contact  report  on  tha  American 
aurfaoe  foreaa. 

At  about  thla  atm*  time  (0820)  TONE  plana  #4  bearing  186°  (T),  distant  SO 
mllea,  waa  sighted  by  tha  ASTORIA  In  TF  16,  and  at  0626  by  tha  ATLANTA  In  TF  17. 

This  plana  had  bean  in  tha  vicinity  of  TF  16  and  17  for  nearly  one  houn  it  had 
reported  one  taek  group,  and  an  approximation  of  its  oompoaitionj  and  It  had  up 
to  thla  time  esoaped  observation  not  only  by  radar  but  also  by  visual  obaarvatlon. 

Tha  pilot  did  not  see  both  task  groups.  Thla  la  probably  dua  to  tha  faot  that  h* 
had  to  retire  at  intervals  for  aaourlty  reasons  and  had  to  remain  at  oonalderable 
distance  from  tha  foroa  trailed.  Tha  plot  of  tha  poaitiona  of  tha  American  1 tak 
forces.  Diagram  D-2,  shows  that  this  plana  first  sighted  TF  16. 

At  0824  a submarine  waa  deteoted,  and  all  ahipa  turned  away.  Soma  fired  at 
tha  periscope  aa  they  turned.  The  light  cruiser  NAQARA  and  the  destroyer  ARASKI 
attaoked  with  depth  charges.  Although  tha  submarine,  whloh  waa  tha  NAUTILUS, 
stated  that  aha  had  fired  one  torpedo  at  a battleship,  distant  4500  yards,  no 
torpedo  appaara  to  hava  been  r -ported  by  any  ships  of  the  Mobile  Faroe. 

The  fourth  attack  against  tha  Mobile  Foroa  waa  made  by  eleven  Marina  Vought 
aoout  bombers  and  oommenoad  at  about  0827.  These  bombers  made  a high  epeed  glide 
bombing  attaok  against  tha  battleship  HAHUNA,  rslaaaing  tha  bomba  at  a low  level, 
but  owing  to  heavy  anti-airoraft  fire  end  maneuver  made  no  hlta. 

Commander  Mobile  Foroa  throughout  these  four  ettaoke  by  the  different  Midway 
groups  appaara  to  have  relied  for  defense  on  the  same  feature*  relied  on  in  the 
Battle  of  the  Corel  Sea.  Firet  and  foremost,  ha  railed  upon  fighters.  The 
Japanese  fighter  pilot*  war*  excellent,  having  been  trained  through  long  year*  of 
war  with  China,  and  through  6 months  of  war  with  tha  Allies.  This  experience  paid 
off  In  strong  fighter  defense.  As  the  Japan***  did  net  have  radar,  they  ueed  bursts 
of  antl-alreraft  fire  to  indioate  to  their  own  fighters  and  to  thalr  own  disposition 
the  location  of  enemy  planes* 

The  Mobile  Foroa  oontlnusd  on  a southeasterly  oourse  while  reoovarlng  plana* 
from  tha  Midway  attaok.  During  this  tins  the  TONE  #4  plan*  reported  two  additional 
orulaara  in  position  bearing  8°,  distant  250  mil**  from  Midway  on  ooure#  160°,  spaed 
20  knots.  At  0834,  0S43  and  0850  this  plane  reported  that  it  was  now  homeward  bound. 
Commander  Mobil*  Foroo,  mindful  of  ths  sooutlng  oourse  this  plane  had  been  dlreetad 
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to  f\v  and  noting  that  tha  reported  oontaot  poaitiona  wara  too  far  to  tha  north 
of  tha  eearoh  line,  ordarad  tha  plana  at  0854,  "(Jo  on  tha  air  with  transmitter 
for  DP  purposes,"  Ha  apparantly  did  thia  to  obtain  a bearing  on  tha  plana  bafora 
it  had  left  tha  oontaot  araa  and  thus  to  more  oloaaly  approximate  tha  baaring  of 
tha  enemy.  At  0856  thia  plana  was  ordarad  to  remain  on  station  until  relieved  by 
four  CHIKUMA  planas  whioh  wara  an  route.  Tha  misgivings  of  Commander  Mobile  Poroa 
wara  oorreot,  for  tha  TONE  plana  had  mislooated  TF  16.  Tha  raportad  position  was 
about  60  mile*  north  of  tha  aotual  looation,  and  about  31  alias  nearer  tha  Mobile 
Foroa.  Tha  plot  of  tha  positions  of  tha  Mobile  Foroa  and  TF  16,  Diagram  D-2,  shows 
that  at  tha  time  of  tha  0726  oontaot  TF  16  bors  067°  (T),  distant  173  alias  from 
tha  Mobil*  Foroa,  and  was  on  ooursa  160°  (T),  spaed  26i  whereas  its  position,  as 
reported  by  tha  TONS  plana  #4,  was  baaring  062°  (T),  distant  204  miles,  oouraa  160° 
(T),  spaed  20. 

At  0866  Comnandar  Mobile  Foroa  notified  CinC  Combined  Fleet  and  Commander  Saoond 
Fleet  that,  "Enemy  composed  of  one  oarriar,  five  cruisers,  and  five  daatroyara  sighted 
at  8 A.M,  in  position  baaring  10°,  distant  240  mile*  from  Midway.  We  are  heading 
for  it."*  Tha  time  of  sighting  as  given  in  thia  aeasaga  is  questionable.  Tha  first 
oontaot  on  A&erloan  aurfaoa  foroas  was  at  0728.  While  it  is  true  that  there  is  a 
statement  in  Comnandar  Mobile  Force's  Battle  Report  that  vhls  oontaot  was  made  at 
0728  but  was  not  delivered  until  0800,  this  statement  does  not  appear  to  bs  in 
aooordanoa  with  other  entires,  for  Commander  Mobile  Foroa  ordered  his  force  at  0715 
to  prepare  to  oarry  out  attaalcs  on  anemy  fleet  units. 

At  0806  the  TONE  plans  #4  raportad  that  at  0866  It  had  sighted  ten  enemy  tor- 
pedo planas  heading  toward  tha  Mobile  Foroa.  Commander  Mobile  Foroa  at  the  same 
time  direoted  all  ships  to  proceed  northward  after  recovering  all  planes, * in  order 
to  olose  and  destroy  the  enemy  task  foroa. 

At  0910  tha  destroyer  ARASH1  sighted  a periscope  and  attaoked,  She  noted  that 
a torpedo  had  bean  fired  at  her,  and  alertad  tha  foroa  by  the  following  massage, 
"Reoeived  an  enemy  torpedo  attaok  at  0910.  Countered  immediately  with  depth  ohargea, 
but  results  unknown."  This  attaok,  like  the  preosding  one  at  0824,  was  made  by  the 
NAUTILUS. 

Commander  Mobile  Force  oompleted  landing  his  Midway  strike  at  0918,  changed 
course  to  070°  (T),  and  Inoreased  spaed  to  battle  speed.  His  reoovery  was  com- 
pleted one  hour  and  fifty  minutes  after  the  original  oontaot  at  0728,  and  one  hour 
after  the  report  of  a oarrior  in  the  American  task  force,  and,  as  yet,  he  had  made 
no  attaok  on  tha  Amerloan  task  foroa.  When  it  la  remembered  that  the  Japanese,  as 
wall  sa  the  Americans,  realised  tha  power  of  an  all-out  air  strike  and  the  vital 
nsoessity  for  striking  the  first  blow,  this  loug  delay  requiras  examination.  In 
tha  first  plaoe,  tha  importanoe  of  a complete  knowledge  of  the  meohenloa  of  oarrier 
operation  muat  be  stressed,  for  those  meohenioi  affeot  and  oolor  tha  Commander's 
dsoisions.  In  tha  onsa  of  Comnandar  Mobile  Force  it  is  apparent  that  onoe  ha  had 
made  hla  decision  at  0716  to  make  a second  strike  on  Midway  and  to  ohange  the 
arming  of  the  standby  pianos,  he  beowne  the  victim  of  the  meohanice  of  oarrier 
operations.  This  was  because  between  0705  and  0830  the  Mobile  Foroe  was  under 
attaok  by  Midway  planes,  and  between  0735  and  0913  it  was  rt covering  planes  of  the 
Midiray  strike.  It  was  neoesaary  to  recover  these  planes,  as  they  were  low  on  fuel. 

'•Mobile  Foroe  Detailed  Battle  Report  Ottl  Review,  May  1847,  p,20. 
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Then,  onoe  they  had  been  recovered,  It  became  neoeetary  to  strike  them  below  and 
to  bring  up  and  spot  on  deok  those  planea  whioh  were  to  made  the  next  attaok  on 
Midway.  This  was  a time-oonauming  operation,  but  it  was  made  even  more  lengthy 
and  difficult  by  the  radioal,  evasive  maneuvers  which  eaoh  carrier  was  foroed  to 
make  during  the  American  air  attaoks. 

Commander  Mobile  Foroe  appears  to  have  done  everything  possible  to  hasten 
the  recovery  and  rearming  operations.  Me  also  attempted  to  close  the  range  on 
the  Amerioan  oarrier  foroe  which,  as  has  been  pointed  out  earlier,  was  reported 
about  31  miles  farther  away  than  it  actually  was.  He  might  have  delayed  the 
reoovery  of  hi's  planes.  To  do  this  might  have  oaused  the  loss  of  many  planes, 
as  they  must  hsvs  been  low  in  gasoline.  As  there  were  no  replacements  immediately 
available,  and  as  Commander  Mobile  Force  knew  of  only  one  enemy  oarrier  againeb 
his  four,  he  must  have  mentally  minimised  the  danger  from  n single  oarrier,  and 
decided  to  continue  the  reoovery  of  his  planes. 

About  the  time  that  the  last  Midway  attaok  plane  was  reoovered,  the  CHIKUUA 
sighted  an  estimated  sixteen  enemy  planes  to  starboard  at  a range  of  35,000  mstsrs. 
Diagram  *D-3".  This  was  the  fifteen  planes  of  Torpedo  Squadron  8 of  the  HORNET 
heading  in  from  the  southeast  for  a torpedo  attaok.  Commander  Mobile  Foroe  inoreased 
speed  to  30  knots  and  alerted  the  anti-alroraft  batteriesi  destroyers  and  oruisere 
made  smoke  soreensi  and  the  oarriers  began  evasive  maneuvers.  The  ships  of  the 
Mobile  Foroe  ooomenoed  firing  at  these  planes,  spparsntly  with  all  weapons,  in- 
cluding the  main  battery  guns.  The  CHIKUMA'  first  opened  fire  with  main  battery 
guns  at  0927,  followed  by  the  TONE  at  0929,  Both  the  KAGA  at  0929  and  the  AKAGI 
at  0932  launohed  additional  fir.hter  planes.  Firing  continued  until  0936  when  it 
became  evident  that  the  Japanese  fighter  planes  were  shooting  down  the  HORNET 
torpedo  planes.  The  attack  on  the  Mobile  Foroe  was  ever  by  0946.  Fifteen 
Amerioan  torpodo  planes  ware  destroyed.  No  direot  damage  appears  to  have  besn 
lnourrsd  by  any  ships  of  the  Mobil*  Force  as  the  result  of  this  attaok. 

After  this  uttaok  Commander  Mobile  Foroe  sent  a message  to  ClnC  Combined 
Fleet  atatingi  "Carried  out  air  attaok  of  Midway  at  0630.  Many  enemy  shore  based 
planes  attaoked  us  subsequent  to  0716,  We  hsvs  suffered  no  damages.  At  0726 
enemy  composed  one  oarrier,  seven  cruisers  and  five  destroyers  sighted  in  position 
Lat,  320-07'  N,,  Long.  176°-40'  if.  on  oourse  southwest, -speed  20  knots.  After 
destroying  this,  we  plane  to  resume  our  Midway  attaok.  Our  position  at  1000  is 
Lat.  30°  N.,  Long.  179°  W.,  course  30  degrees,  speed  24  knots." 

Ac  he  was  sending  out  this  message  the  Amerioan  oarrier  atteok  planet  were 
heading  in  to  strike  the  orltioal  blow  whioh  set  afire  three  of  the  four  Japanese 
carriers  and  turned  the  tide  of  the  Battle  of  Midway  in  favor  of  the  Amerioan  forces 
The  YORKTCWN  dive  bombers  were  guidea  to  the  Mobile  Force  by  the  smoke  soreens  laid 
by  the  Japanese  in  order  to  oonfusa  the  HORNET  torpedo  planea.  On  thla  oooaoion  tha 
smoke  screen  had  become  a greater  danger  than  an  aid, 

Aa  the  Japanese  appear  to  have  been  more  feRrful  of  torpedoee  than  they  were 
of  bombs,  they  oentared  all  anti-aircraft  aotlvity  against  the  torpedo  planea  and 
ignored  the  dive  bombers  aa  well  as  the  horisontal  bombers.  Frantically  all 
Japanese  fighter  oover  was  therefore  drawn  to  the  low  le-'els,  where  mosb  of  the 
enemy  attaok  plane*  had  eo  far  been.  As  a result  it  appears  that  the  YCRKTOWN  and 
ENTERPRISE  dive  bomber  squadrons  approached  undetected  until  the  AKAGI  reported 
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observing  a dir*  bombing  attaok  against  tha  KAQA  at  1022.  The  AKAQI  promptly 
oommenoed  evasive  maneuvers.  At  1024  tha  KAOA  was  attaoked  by  niaa  diva  bombers 
whioh  made  four  hits  and  five  near  misses.  Two  bomb  hits  were  made  on  the  star- 
board bow,  one  on  tha  starboard  quarter,  and  one  on  the  port  side  amidships. 

At  1025  the  SORYU  recorded  being  attacked  by  twelve  dive  bombers,  whioh  made 
three  hits.*  These  thras  hits  were  along  the  centerline  of  flight  deok.  At  1026 
tha  AKAQI  was  bombed  by  three  diva  bombers.  The  first  bomb  Is  reported  as  a near 
miss,  tha  saoond  hit  near  the  elevator  amidships,  and  tha  third  hit  the  flight 
daok  on  tha  port  side.**  These  throe  carriers  ware  so  heavily  damaged  by  these 
hits  that  they  were  oompletoly  disabled.  As  a result  of  these  attaoks  the  Mobile 
Foro*  had  been  reduced  in  strength  to  one  operating  carrier.  The  HIRYU  oontinued 
on  a northerly  oourse  under  the  temporary  taotioal  command  of  Commander  Cruiser 
Division  6,  as  Commander  Mobile  Fores  was  on  the  heavily  damaged  AKAQI, 


The  prompt  manner  in  whioh  Comorudlv  8 assumed  taotioal  oommand  is  indi- 
cated by  the  message  he  sent  at  1050  to  CinC  Combined  Fleet  and  to  Commander 
Saoond  Fleet  stating.  "Fires  are  raging  aboard  KAOA,  SORYU  and  AKAGI  resulting 
from  attaoks  carried  out  by  land  based  and  carrier  based  attack  planes.  We  plan 
to  have  the  niRYU  engage  enemy  oarrlers.  In  the  meantime,  we  are  temporarily 
retiring  to  the  north  and  assembling  our  fcroea,  My  position  is  Lat*  50°-10'  N. 
Long.  178°-50'  W.***  He  direoted  Commander  Carrier  Division  2 in  the  HIRYU  to 
"attack  the  enemy  oarrlers."  At  the  same  time  Comoardiv  2 notified  him,  "all 
of  our  planes  are  taking  off  now  for  purpose  of  destroying  enemy  carriers." 


Meanwhile,  Commander  Mobil*  Poroo  was  transferring  from  the  AXAQI  to  tn* 

NAG AHA  via  the  destroyer  NOffAKB. 

As  shown  on  Diagram  "D-3",  the  HIRYU  appears  to  have  launohed  her  attaok 
group  of  eighteen  bombers  and  six  fighters  while  on  a northerly  course.  This 
indicates  light  winds  at  the  time.  Eaoh  of  the  twelve  bombers  were  armed  with 
on*  250  kilogram  ordinary  bomb  suitable  for  attaok  against  ships,  and  the  re- 
maining six  bombers  were  armed  with  on*  242  kilogram  bomb  eaoh.****  These 
latter  six* planes  appear  to  have  been  some  whioh  had  not  had  time  to  shift  bombs 
after  the  second  attaok  on  Midway  had  been  oanoelled.  The  launohing  was  completed 
by  1056,  and  the  attaok  group  departed  to  attaok  the  Amor loan  carrier. 


Comoardiv  2 advised  Comorudlv  8 that  , he  planned  to  launoh  a second  attaok  in 
about  one  hour  to  consist  of  nine  torpedo  planes  and  three  fighters. 

By  1130  Commander  Mobile  Fore  had  oompleted  his  transfer  to  the  NAOARA  and 
was  steasiing  northward  to  rejoin  the,  HIRYU,  He  notified  CinC  Combined  Fleet, 
"AXAQI,  KAOA,  and  SORYU  sustained  considerable  damage  as  a result  of  enemy  bombing 
at  about  1050,  Fires  have  broken  out  aboardf^am  and  they  are  unable  to  partici- 
pate in  any  operations.  I have  transferred^  the  NAOARA,  After  attaoking  the 
•nosy,  I plan  to  lead  my  foroes  to  the  north.” 


Meanwhile,  two  destroyers  were  dispatched  to  eaoh  of  the  three  damaged  oarriors 
and  Comoardiv  2 asked  Comorudlv  8 to  maintain  oontaot  with  the  Amerloan  oarrler  by 
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employment  of  float  pianos*  Also,  TONS  piano  #4  whioh  had  mado  tho  Initial  oontaot 
on  tho  Amorloan  Striking  Foroe  at  0728  and  whioh  had  than  trailed  that  foroo  for 
about  two  hours,  was  reoovorod  by  hor  parent  cruiser  with  her  fuel  supply  almost 
exhausted.  Fifty  liters  remained.  Contaot  with  the  American  Striking  Foroe  was 
maintained  by  other  Japanese  ship  baaed  searoh  planes.  This  appears  to  hare  been 
dootrine  with  the  Japanese  oarrier  task  forces. 


At  1200  Commander  Second  Fleet  notified  ClnC  Combined  Fleet  that  the  Seoond 
Fleet  was  heading  for  the  Mobile  Foroe,  and  was  on  oourse  SO  degrees,  speed  28  kaota. 
In  addition,  he  reported  hiti  1200  position  as  Lat.  28°  N.,  Long*  178°  S.*  This 
action  on  the  part  of  Commander  Seoond  Fleet  appears  to  have  been  done  on  his  own 
initiative  and  was  evidently  the  result  of  an  estimate  mads  of  own  and  enejiy  forces, 
ind  their  relative  strengths  and  locations  as  reported  in  dispatohes.  The  morning 
searches  had  not  dlsolosed  any  enemy  surfaee  foroes  whioh  might  threaten  his  trans- 
ports, and  as  the  Mobile  Foroe  was  relatively  weak  in  supporting  ships,  he  deoided 
to  head  towards  that  foroe.  His  aotlon  was  supported  about  20  minutes  later  by 
CinC  Combined  Fleet.  It  showed  mutual  understanding  to  a high  degree.  The  final 
aim  of  mutual  understanding  is  attained  when  in  the  absenoe  of  speolflo  in- 
structions a subordinate  in  the  ohain  of  oommand  aots  instinotlvely  as  his  oom- 
mander  would  have  him  aot.  Commander  Seoond  Fleet  apparently  suooeeded  in  this 
regard. 


It  would  be  of  interest  to  know  what  the  reaetions  of  CinC  Combined  Fleet  were 
to  these  disestrous  happenings  to  the  oarriers  of  his  Mobile  Foroe,  for  he  had  not 
expeoted  any  serious  opposition  to  his  initial  operations,  and  both  he  and  Com- 
mander Mobile  Foroe  do  not  appear  to  have  seriously  expeoted  to  meet  oarrier 
opposition  off  Midway.  However,  the  unexpeoted  opposition  had  appeared,  and  the 
baok  of  his  oarrier  foroe  had  been  broken.  He  was  now  faced  with  a problem,  which 
he  realised  might  require  a departure  from  the  baslo  plan. 


While  CinC  Combined  Fleet  was  solving  the  above  problem,  he  reoeived  word  at 
1210  that  the  HI RYU  attack  group  was  bombing  the  enemy  oarrier.**  This  must  hare 
been  wonderful  news  to  him,  for,  as  only  on*  enemy  oarrier  had  been  reported,  and 
as  that  one  was  now  being  bombed,  it  was  quite  possible  that  she  would  be  disabled. 
Actually,  this  group  made  three  bond)  hits  on  the  YORKTCWN  and  lost,  in  so  doing, 
thirteen  bombers  and  three  fighters.  A fourth  mad*  a fore*  landing  in  the  water 
after  return.*** 

CinC  Combined  Fleet  must  now  have  weighed  all  strength  and  weakness  factors. 
From  reports  of  enemy  ships  it  must  have  been  apparent  that  the  Japanese  had  a 
heavy  superiority  in  all  types  of  surfaoo  ships.  Although  nearly  all  his  own  air 
foroe  wae  destroyed,  it  seemed  reasonable  to  oonolude  that  the  enemy  air  foroe  was 
likewise  nearly  destroyed.  He  therefore  appears  to  have  deoided  that  his  opera- 
tions to  seise  Midway  oould  oontinu*  aooordlng  to  plan,  that  the  possibility  of  . 
decisive  action  was  not  remote,  and  that  while  no  departure  from  the  basic  plan 
was  neoessary,  changes  in  his  deployment  were  required. 

At  1220  he  seat  out  a dispatch  direotive  to  his  foroes  stating,  "All  foroes 
will  attaok  the  en txy  in  the  Midway  area  in  the  following  manner.  1.  Main  Croup 
to  be  in  position  Lat.  340-37'  H.,  Long,  lTlO-OS*  E,  on  course  120  degrees,  speed 
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20,  at  1200,  2,  Th*  Midway  Oooupatlon  Fore*  will  aaalgn  * portion  to  **oort 
th*  transport!  and  ratlra  temporarily  to  th*  northwest.  3.  Th*  Saoond  Float 
will  r*nd*iToua  with  th*  Mobil*  Foro*  aa  aoon  a*  poaalbl*.  Subron  3 and  Subron 
6 will  asaua*  poaltion  along  diaperaal  lin*a  "HEI".*  At  about  thla  time  h*  alao 
ordered  th*  Aleutian  Support  Oroup  which  waa  *n  route  to  ita  H day  poaltion,  to 
rejoin  th*  Main  Oroup, 

Thla  a**aa  to  b*  th*  firat  oooaalon  when  ClnC  Coablnad  Fl**t  fait  that  th* 
altuatlon  required  additional  directive*  to  eupport  tha  baalo  plan.  It  waa  to 
important  aa  to  negate  th*  naoeaalty  for  nalntalning  radio  ail*no*.  Hereafter 
he  employed  hla  radio  aa  neoeaaary. 

During  thla  tin*  th*  battle  plotur*  waa  not  olear  to  Goaaander  Mobil*  Foro* 
now  in  th*  lAOAftA,  who  reaaauawd  taotioal  ooaaand  of  the  Mobil*  Foro*.  At  1225 
h*  aignalled  hla  ooaaand  that  h*  Intended  to  deatroy  th*  enemy  by  daylight  aotlon, 
and  that  h*  expeoted  to  enoounter  th*  eneay  momentarily.  Five  minute*  later,  at 
1230,  ha  reoelved  a meaaage  from  tha  HIRYU'a  boabera,  atatlng  that  tha  anaaqr  air 
forea  had  aa  Lta  nuoltua  thraa  oarrlara,  aoooapanlad  by  twenty-two  d*atroy*ra. 

Zhl*  aeaaaga  waa  d*lay*d  SO  alnuta*  in  transit.  Th*  reoaipt  of  thla  aeaaago  aust 
haw*  laoraaaad  considerably  hla  oonoarn  ragardlng  th*  outooma,  for  hla  foro*  waa 
now  raduoad  to  ono  oarrlor,  whoroaa  tho  enemy  had  two  optratlonal  oarrlara,  and 
possibly  throo,  if  the  HIRYU  attaok  waa  lass  auooaaaful  than  thought. 

It  is  strong*  that  he  oould  hart  thought  of  imaediat*  aurfeoe  aot'o-  in  th* 
light  of  hla  Information,  for  th*  opposing  aurfac*  foroea  wars  well  as,  a ated. 

At  1300  they  were.  In  faot,  from  post  battle  plota  bearing  033-283  degrees  from 
aaoh  othar,  distant  101  ailea.  Although  ha  oould  nob  har*  known  theao  exaot 
figures,  he  had  information  whloh  did  not  indloat*  oontaot  aoaentarlly.  The 
Mobil*  Foro*  was,  at  thla  tin*,  staamlng  northward  at  24  knots i on  tho  HIRYU  all 
availablt  torpado  plants  war*  baing  a airload  and  araad  to  aako  another  air  attaok 
agalnat  th*  snaay  oarrlarat  and  surfao*  battl*  waa  far  froa  iwainent,  Parhaps  h* 
waa  aufforing  aomowhat  froa  shook. 

vt  1245  ho  rooolrwd  word  froa  a HI RYU  plan*  stating  that  tha  oarriar  attaokad 
waa  jurnlng  flaroaly.  Thla  oarriar  waa  th*  YORKTCtfN. 

At  1300  Coaaaandor  Mobil*  Foro*  dlraotod  Oomorudlr  8 to  launoh  a aearoh  of 
float  rooonnalaaanoo  planoa  In  th*  northeaat  quadrant  to  a dlatano*  of  160  alias. 

At  th*  a am*  tins  h*  received  OLnC  Coabln*d  Float* a aeaaaga  aant  out  at  1220,  and 
a aeaaaga  from  Ooadaadlv  4 to  CinO  Coablnad  Float,  whloh  stated  that  a prisoner, 
an  Ensign  from  th*  YORK TOW,  revealed  that  th*  carriers  involved  were  th*  YORXTORN, 
ENTERPRISE,  and  HORNTTT  aaoortod  by  six  oruiaera  and  ton  daatroysrai  that  tha 
YORKTORH  with  two  oruiaera  and  thraa  daatroyars  waa  aoting  indapandantly  of  th* 
other*)  that  they  had  aortled  from  Pearl  Harbor  during  morning  of  May  Slat,  had 
arrived  in  vlolnlty  of  Midway  on  June  1st  and  had  patrol  lad  along  a north  and  south 
oou.at  avor  aiaoai  and  that  thar*  war*  no  oapltal  shlpa  in  Psarl  Harbor  up  to  May 
Slat,'  Thla  diapatoh  oonflraod  th*  report  froa  tho  HIRYU'a  plane  that  thar*  were 
three  oarriers,  and  it  identified  thea.  The  information  revealed  by  th*  Ensign  waa 
lnforaatloa  which  he  had  obtained  through  his  own  observation.  Had  he  been  advised 
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m to  any  of  the  Co— >ndtr'«  future  plans,  this  also  would  probably  hawa  baea 
revealed  by  hia.  Tills  shows  the  aaosssity  for  limiting  tha  information  given 
to  naa  who  stand  a likelihood  of  being  taken  prisoner,  auoh  aa  airplana  pilots, 
as  tha  enemy  have  mans  of  foroing  information  out  of  many  of  than*  This  in- 
formation was  of  sxtraas  Import  eno*  to  tha  Japan** a command,  aa  it  apprised 
than  of  tha  ooapoaition  of  tha  Aaariotn  forces • 

At  1S10  Comorudiv  6 advised  Commander  Mobil*  Foro*  that  ha  had  informed 
ClnC  Combined  Flaat  of  tha  situation  Inoludlng  tha  faot  that  tha  Mobila  Fore* 
dm  ratiri  * to  tha  northward,  Ha  also  advised  Commander  Mobila  Foroa  of  tha 
looation  of  tha  Aaarioan  oarriars,  hut  this  position  was  arronaous* 

OinC  Combined  Flaat  now  appaara  to  hava  daoidad  that  a daoisiva  aotion  in 
tha  Midway  araa  was  1— inant,  as  his  saaroh  pi anas  raportad  tha  anamy  on  generally 
westerly  oouraas,  and  ha  fait  that  any  aotion  should  be  fought  by  tha  entire  flaat. 
He  realised  that  the  ensmy  had  two  carriers,  whereua  ha  had  but  one  available,  and 
that,  if  he  deeirad  to  gain  air  superiority,  it  was  neoesaary  to  recall  tha  8eoond 
Mobila  Task  Croup  with  its  two  carriers , ths  RYU JO  and  tha  JUWYO,  With  tha  ZUIHO 
and  tha  HXRYU  this  would  givs  him  four  carriers.  Meanwhile  ha  prepared  for  night 
aotion,  Ha  apparently  realised  that  in  daoltive  naval  actions  it  is  wise  to  engage 
all  of  own  foroes  available  and  not  to  commit  them  in  inferior  strength  or  with 
lLaited  superiority  whan  a greater  superiority  is  neoesaary  and  obtainable.  This 
is  s major  difference  from  land  warfare.  Zn  land  warfare,  inferior  foroes  having 
onoe  engaged  oan,  if  defeated,  often  retire  and  reform,  whereas  naval  foroes  are 
usually  sunk*  For  this  reason,  Commander  Mobila  Foroa  made  his  first  modification 
of  hie  basio  plan.  He  oenoelled  temporarily  tha  Aleutian  and  Midway  Operations, 
and  ordered  the  3eoond  Mobila  Task  Croup  containing  tha  airoraft  oarriars  RYUJO 
and  JUNYO  to  join  Commander  Beoond  Flaat.  Ha  desired  that  hia  maximum  strength 
be  available  for  ootnbat.  He  therefore  issued  his  second  diapatoh  operation  order, 
indicating  tha  method  ha  desired  to  employ  and  coordinating  tha  overall  movements 
of  his  separated  foroes.  This  dispatch  order  stated,  *1.  Employ  method  C in 
attaoking  enemy  flaat,  S,  Tha  Oooupation  Foroa  will  assign  s portion  of  itt  feroa 
to  shall  and  destroy  anamy  air  bases  on  Midway,  Tha  oooupation  of  Midway  and  Hlska 
are  temporarily  postponed," 

Method  C for  attaoking  anamy  fleets  is  dasoribed  as  followai 

(1)  When  major  elements  of  ths  enemy  flaat  move  westward,  a major  engage- 
ment  will  be  fought  in  aooordanta  with  dootrln*  for  the  eutire  fleet. 

(2)  The  Saoond  Float  and  tha  Second  Mobila  Task  Group  will  be  under  th«> 
oonmand  of  Commander  Seoond  Fleet,  and  subroni  1,  3 end  5 will  be 
under  oonmand  of  Commander  Submarine  Foroa, 

(3)  Tha  foroaa  of  tha  Mala  Forow  operating  in  tha  northern  eras  will  be 
combined  with  tha  Main  Croup,  (Presumably  refers  to  the  Aleutian's 
Support  Croup), 

At  1315  Comorudiv  8 directed  Batdiv  3,  Crudlv  6,  and  NAOARA  to  oarry  out  air 
■aarohas  In  tha  northeast  quedrant  to  a radius  of  160  miles.  Commander  Batdiv  3 
reported  that  ha  had  sent  out  threa  planes  at  1300  to  oarry  out  starohas  from  34uy 
to  040°  to  a distanoa  of  ISO  miles.  Why  Combatdiv  3 initiated  thla  aotion  is  not 
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dear,  ii  Comorudiv  8 appears  to  have  boon  the  next  lenlor  in  oomnand  after 
Commander  Mobil*  Foroe.  However,  the  IARUNA  search  area  contributed  its  share 
to  the  desired  searvh  of  the  northeast  quadrant. 

As  an  indication  of  the  aoouraoy  of  some  of  the  Japanese  intelligence  pro- 
vided by  its  searoh  planes,  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  at  1320  CHIKUMA's 
plan*  #6  reported  four  large  enemy  cruisers  had  been  detaohed  and  were  proceed- 
ing on  course  278°,  speed  24  knots.  This  report  was  generally  oorreot.  Aotually, 
two  orulssrs  and  two  destroyers  were  en  routs  from  TF  16  to  reinforce  TF  17  and 
the  damaged  YORXTCWK. 

At  1331  the  HIRYU  launohed  her  seoond  air  attack  against  the  YORK TOWN.  The 
strike  leader  was  the  same  one  who  had  led  the  attaok  on  Midway  about  9 hour* 
earlier.  The  group  consisted  of  tan  torpedo  planes  and  six  fighters  from  the 
HIRYU* and  was  directed  against  the  Aaerloan  oarrier  foros  reportedly  bearing  0800, 
distant  90  miles  from  the  Mobile  Foros  at  1240.ee  Diagram  D-4  shows  that  the 
Aaerloan  oarrier  foroe  was  sufficiently  olose  to  this  position  to  make  interception 
a simple  matter. 

During  this  time  th*  Japanese  foroes  were  carrying  out  ClnO  Combined  Fleet's 
orders  to  prepare  for  aotlon  with  th*  enesty.  Th*  Main  Oroup  was  heading  towards 
th*  Mobil*  Forest  the  Aleutian  Support  Oroup  had  ohangsd  oours*  to  rajoln  th*  Main 
Oroup | the  Second  Fleet  wan  rapidly  approaohing  the  rsndssvous  with  th*  Mobil* 
Forest  and  Crudlv  7 was  steaming  at  high  speed  towards  Midway  to  bombard  th* 
island  installations  during  the  night.  The  transports  and  aeaplane  tender*  woro 
retiring  to  the  northwest,  while  the  submarine*  were  presumably  taking  station  on 
dispersal  lines 

At  1369 'the  SORYU  was  making  stssragsway  and  endeavoring  to  extinguish  th* 
fires  oaused  by  the  Aiaer loan  dive  bomber  attaok.  Fires  were  apparently  under 
control.  At  thet  time  she  was  hit  by  two  or  three  torpedoes  fired  by  a submarine. 
This  submarine  wae  th*  NAUTILUS. 

The  HIRYU'*  planes  attaoked  the  YORKTOTN  a seoond  ti..i*  at  1441.  It  was  not 
dear  to  th*  Japanese  whether  they  had  hit  th*  same  oarrier  in  both  attacks  or  had 
hit  different  oarrier*.  This  la  understandable,  since  shortly  after  the  YORKTOTN 
wan  hit  by  bombs,  she  brought  ths  fires  under  control,  When  the  aeoond  Japan*** 
air  attack  oamt  in,  th*  YORK? JINN  wee  making  17  knots  Into  th*  wind,  aunl  was  launch- 
ing planes.  In  making  this  aeoend  attaok  th*  HIRYU  strike  group  lost  five  toi  pedo 
planes  end  three  fighters,*  The  Strike  leader  notified  Consnander  Mobile  Force  at 
1446  as  followei  "I  carried  cut  torpedo  attaok  against  an  enemy  oarrier  and  saw 
two  certain  hlti."  This  report  wae  oorreot,  and  shows  th*  aoouraoy  of  thia  air 
group  commander 'a  observation  end  evaluation. 

At  thle  same  time  on*  of  the  YORKTCVTN  aeeroh  pianos  whioh  had  started  its 
searoh  at  1160,  sighted  th*  Mobil*  Foroe,  and  made  a oomplete  oontaot  report 
aoourat*  in  all  details  ejroept  position,  The  reported  position  was  about  42  miles 
bearing  276  dagreee  from  it*  eotuel  position.  This  is  shown  on  Diagram  "D-4", 

♦Uldway Operation  CVL  HIRYU  Extract  Translation  Doo.No.I609B5B,' p.22 
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Although  th*  Japan**#  raport*  do  not  itata  that  the  Japan***  were  aware  of 
the  above  sighting,  nevertheless,  Commander  Mobile  Force  appear*  to  have  taken 
al)  poaaible  precaution*  for  anti-alroraft  defense.  He  ordered  Batrfiv  3 and 
Crudiv  8 to  take  atationa  to  the  northweat  and  aoutheaat  of  the  HIRYU,  respeoti re- 
ly, and  to  aiake  th*  diatanoe  between  ehipa  long  for  the  eneny,*  i.e.,  to  make 
th*  dietano*  between  th*  HIRYU  and  her  aoreening  unite  long,  ao  that  th*  enemy 
plane*  would  be  under  fir*  for  a longer  time  during  th*  approaohee* 

• 

Why  Ooaaoander  Mobile  Foro*  direoted  thia  broad  diapoaition  la  obaoure,  for 
broad  diapoaition*  of  thia  nature  have  a poaaible  defect  In  that  the  diatanoe 
from  th*  aoreena  t6  th*  oarriera  may  be  ao  great  aa  to  permit  a determined  attaok 
to  avoid  th*  eoraen  and  etill  have  time  to  re»orl*nt  itself  againet  th*  carrier 
target*  Perhaps  ha  waa  obaeaaed  by  a fear  of  torpedoeai  perhapa  he  hoped  to 
have  hie  hasty  a hi pa  in  the  direotion  of  enemy  attaok,  whether  by  torpedo  plan* 
or  dive  bomber*  In  this  connection,  it  ouat  be  remembered  that  during  th* 
devastating  attaok*  earlier  in  th*  day  on  the  Mobil*  Foroe,  th*  flrat  group  of 
dive  bombers  had  approaohad  from  th*  northweat,  but  oirolad  th*  formation  to 
initiate  attaok  from  out  of  th*  aunj  whereas  the  other  dive  bombers  had  mad* 
their  approaoh  from  th*  southeast  and  alee  ettaoked  from  out  of  th*  aun.  The 
torpedo  plane*  had  approaohad  and  attaoked  from  th*  aoutheaat* 

At  1631  Oomoardlv  2 advised  Commander  Mobile  Foroe  that  he  Intended  to  make 
a dusk  air  attaok  with  his  sntirs  remaining  alrplaaee  oonaisting  of  five  bombers, 
five  torpedo  plane*  and  ten  flghtera.  At  this  sea*  time.  Commander  Mobil*  Foroe, 
who  was  still  unoertain  as  to  the  numbsr  and  typsa  of  ahipa  of  th*  Aaerlean 
oarrier  foroe*,  direoted  Comorudiv  8 to,  "Aaoertain  th*  main  units  in  the  large 
enemy  foroe."** 

At  I860  TOMS  plan*  #4,  which  had  been  ralaunohed  on  a patrol  miaalon,  re- 
ported "Bnemy  is  composed  of  two  osrrisrs  whioh  are  nooompanlad  by  two  destroyere." 

At  1616  Commander  Mobil*  Force  was  informed  by  Oomoardlv  2 that  his  flysrs 
reported  th*  enemy  to  be  composed  of  three  oarriera,  five  large  oruisers  and  fifteen 
destroyers,  end  that  own  atteoka  had  damaged  two  of  these  oarriera. 

At  1817  TOMB'S  plans  #8  reported  that  th*  enemy  at  1848  was  on  oours*  120°, 
speed  24  knots* 

At  1620  an  Amorioan  flying  boat  was  sighted*  This  indloated  to  th*  Japanese 
that  thay  were  being  ehadowed  by  planes  from  Midway* 

At  1636  Comorudiv  8 radioed  his  planes  that  ha  would  be  on  oours*  31S  degrees, 
speed  28  knot  ,i  from  1800. 

At  1630  Commander  Mobil*  Fore*  notified  th*  Mobil*  Foroe  that  he  would  endeavor 
to  maintain  oontaot  with  th*  main  foro*  of  th*t*n*my  that  night,  and  that  Batdiv  3 
and  CrudW  8 would  be  prepared  to  make  dawn  searohes  in  th*  morning.  At  the  earn* 
time  he  ohanged  oours*  to  due  west.** 

•Mobil*  Foro*  batailed  Battle  tasport  #6,0tJl  Raview,  May  194?,  p,28 
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At  16fiG  Oomorudiv  8 adviced  th*  Mobil*  Fora*  that  an  evaluation  of  oon- 
taot  report*  indicated  that  th*  large  enem y foro*  wa*  apparently  ootnpoaad  of 
two  oarrlera,  *ix  large  oruiaera  and  about  eight  deatroyer*.  At  th*  earn*  tlm* 
Commander  Mobil*  Foro*  directed  the  KMt^'AZR  and  1S0KAZS  to  aoreen  th*  damaged 
80HYU,  and  to  retira  to  the  northweat*:, 

One  minute  later,  Commander  Mobil*  Foro*  ohanged  th*  oourae  or  th*  Mobil* 

Foroa  to  ISO  degree*.  ap«ad  24  knot*.  Thi*  appear*  to  have  b**n  to  permit  th* 

HIRYU  to  launah  h*r  attack  group*.  Nhen  firat  *ight*d  by  th*  plane*  of  th* 

INTSRFRISf  an;!  th*  HORMST,  whioh  war*  approaohlng  to  abtaok  the  Mobile  Force, 
the  HIRYU  waa  oomenoing  to  launah  plan**.  At  1701  th*  American  plane*  were 
flighted  by  the  CHIKUUA  direotly  over  th*  HIRYU.  The  HIRYU  opened  fir*  Im- 
mediately. The  TORS  and  CHIKUMA,  indicating  poor  fir*  diaolpllna,  did  not  op*n 
fir*  until  4 minute*  later.  Th*  Mobile  Foro*.  with  th*  exception  of  the  HIRYU, 
appear*  to  har*  been  oaught  by  *urpri*e.  Th*  HIRYU  report*  being  hit  by  4 bomb*. 

The  Japan#*#  (bated  that  the**  carrier  attack*  on  th*  Mobil*  Foro*  continued 
until  1748.  During  the**  attack*  th*  CHIKUMA  report*  18  near  mine*  from  horl- 
■ontal  bomber*  at  173C,  1748,  and  1810.* 

At  1738  CHIKUUA'*  #2  plan#  reported  to  Commander  Mobile  Foro*,  "Th*  enemy 
1*  retiring  to  th*  eaat.  loamy'*  oovorac  70®,  spaed  80  knot**1* 

About  thi*  time  Commander  Combined  Fleet  appear*  to  haw*  decided  that  It 
waa  unneo***ary  to  canocl  th*  Aleutian  oparation  and  that  although  the  iltuation 
in  th#  Midway  area  wa*  bad,  it  oould  not  aerioualy  affect  the  Aleutian  oparation* 
at  thi*  time.  He  therefor*  decided  to  go  ahead  with  th*  Aleutian  operation,  and 
sent  a deapatoh  relating  thereto.  Thi*  deipatoh,  addremad  to  all  float  oom- 
mandar*  and  all  Division  Commander*,  stated,  "1.  Commander  Northern  Foro*  will 
carry  out  the  oooupatlon  of  th*  Aleutian*  at  opportune  time*  2.  Dearon  1 (lee* 
two  deatroyer  divisions)  and  Subron  1 are  reatored  to  th*  Northern  Foro*."** 

About  th*  time  this  meeiage  wa*  aent  out,  Coamander  Mobile  Foro*  informed  ClnC 
Combined  Fleet,  "HIRYU  burning  aa  a reault  of  bomb  hit.1*  What  th*  reaction#  of 
CinC  Combined  Fleet  were  upon  th#  receipt  of  thi*  deapatoh,  oan  be  readily 
imagined,  for  he  had  now  loat,  at  leaat  temporarily,  all  of  th*  carrier  strength 
of  th#  Mobil*  Force. 

At  1760  the  deatroyer  MAIKAZB  notified  Coaaaander  Mobil*. Foro#  that  the  KAUA 
wa*  lnoperational,  and  all  *unriTor*  had  been  taken  on  board  deatroyer*. 

At  1810  th*  CHIIUMA  #2  plane  reported  to  Commander  Mobil*  Foro*  that  the  enaay 
consisted  of  on*  aerrler,  two  orulaerc,  and  four  deatroyer*,  in  poaition  bearing 
96  degree*,  distant  108  miles  from  hi*  taka-off  point.  He  reported  thla  foro* 
on  oourae  170®. 

At  1816  On— >nd»r  Mobile  Foro*  intercepted  a m***ag*  to  OinO  Combined  Fleet 
fro*  Commander  Northern  Foro*  whioh  stated  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Second 
Mobile  Task  Croup,  the  Aleutian  operation  will  be  carried  out  as  eoheduled  with 
no  ohang*  in  M-day.*** 
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At  lttl6  the  destroyer  HAMAXA2I  reported  to  Commander  Mobile  Force  that 
the  SORTU  hed  sunk.  At  the  eame  tine  ClnC  Combined  Fleet  directed  his  oonnand 
by  despatoh  as  follows,  "1.  The  enemy  fleet  whloh  lias  praotioally  been  des- 
troyed Is  retiring  to  the  east,  2*  Combined  Fleet  units  in  the  vicinity  are 
preparing  to  pursue  the  remnants  and  at  the  sane  time  oooupy  Midway.  The 
Main  Unit  la  soheduled  to  reaoh  position  1st,  32°-10'  H,,  Long,  17B°-43'  3, 
on  aourse  90°,  speed  20  knots  by  0300,  6th.  The  Mobile  Foroe,  Second  Fleet 
and  Submarine  Force  will  i mediately  contact  and  attack  the  eaesy.**  Thie  le 
a remarkable  message,  and  ludioatea  that  OlnC  Combinad  Fleet  mat  haws  been 
oonfussd  in  his  sralustlons  of  his  information,  for,  if  his  fondest  hopes  were 
oorrsot,  he  had  diaabled  only  two  of  the  three  American  carriers  and  none  of 
their  eupporting  chips,  whereas  the  carriers  of  his  Mobile  Foroe  were  all  dis- 
abled or  sunk,  Psrhsps  he  thought  that  the  reports  of  ths  enemy  retiring  to 
the  east  were  an  indication  that  the  enemy  ma  in  poorer  shape  than  had  been 
reportedi  perhaps  ha  undsrsatimated  ths  combatant  qualities  of  ths  American 
Commander*  Whatever  it  wac,  ClnC  Combined  Fleot  was  determined  to  seise  the 
advantage  during  the  night.  Be  apparently  realised  that  to  abandon  the  offen- 
sive state  of  mind  is  to  forswear  victory. 

At  1026  the  KAdA  blew  up  sad  sank  in  bat,  S00-23'  N,,  long,  1?9°-17'  W. 
as  a result  of  fuel  tank  explosiouo  induoed  by  the  bombing  aha  had  undergone. 

At  1942  Comorudlv  8 advised  Commander  Mobile  Force  that  the  enemy  foroe 
of  six  largo  orulsera  and  two  oarriers  was  at  1900  in  position  bearing  100°, 
distant  200  miles  from  the  Mubile  Fcroe  and  was  steaming  southeast* 

• 

At  2030  Commander  Mobile  Foroe  intercepted  ths  following  despatoh  from 
ClnC  Combined  Fleet  to  Submarine  1-188,  Oomoardiv  3,  info  Comorudlv  ?i  "Sub- 
marine 1-188  will  shell  and  destroy  enemy  air  bass  on  Midway  until  0200, 

Crudiv  7 will  oarry  on  after  0200.  •• 

At  2100  Commander  Mobile  Foroe  was  advised  by  the  destroyer  MAVldOMO  that 
the  HIRYO  oould  oaks  28  knots.  This  seems  doubtful,  as  the  HI RYU  at  this  time 
was  burning  with  raging  fires. 

During  this  time  Commander  Mobile  Foroe  reconsidered  his  situation,  after 
whloh  ho  sent  a message  to  ClnC  Combined  Fleet  whloh  oust  have  bssn  most  con- 
fusing to  that  offlowr.  In  this  estimate  sent  at  2130  he  became  befuddled  in 
hie  evaluation  of  hie  aearoh  plane  reports,  for  his  message  etetedi  "The  total 
strength  of  the  eneity  le  five  oarriers,  six  orulserc,  and  fifteen  destroyers. 

These  are  eteamlng  westward  and  were  in  the  vicinity  of  poeltlon  Let.  30^-67'  N, 
bong, 176°. 17'  W.  at  1830.  We  are  offering  preteotlon  to  the  JURYV  and  ere  re- 
tiring to  the  northweet  at  18  knots.  Our  2130  position  is  bat,  31°-30»  N.,Long» 
179°. BO*  B."  Be  overestimated  ths  number  of  American  oarriers,  and  he  determined 
that  they  were  eteamlng  in  a westerly  dlrsotion  when  his  reports  Indicated  that 

efcon&lned  Ploei  De»  OpCrdlTf  Mobile  Poroe  let  tie  Report  #6,0111  Re  view,  May  1^47  ,p,5fi . 
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they  mt  steemlng  Mat  and  southeast.  Why  ha  beoeme  so  oonfusod  la  not  olaar. 
Parhapa  ha  had  not  raoelvad  all  of  tha  lataat  raportj.  Pe rhap.  tha  ahook  of 
having  all  four  of  hia  oarriarfl  heavily  damaged,  ona  of  whi ah  wa»  hia  flagship, 
temporarily  affaotad  hia  judgment  and  revealed  a weakneaa  in  hia  military 
oharaoter. 

Not  receiving  any  ohange  in  plan  from  ClnC  Combined  Fleet,  and  believing 
tha  CinC  had  made  an  atroneoua  aatlmata  of  enemy  strength,  he  sent  an  additional 
amasage  at  2*50  referring  to  Combined  Fleet  DaeOpOrd  158}  etating,  "There  still 
exists  four  enemy  carriers  (may  inoluda  auxiliary  oarriere),  aix  oruisere  and  six- 
teen destroyers.  These  are  steaming  westward.  None  of  our  carriers  are  operational, 
Wa  plan  to  oontaot  the  enemy  with  float  reooo  planes  tomorrow  morning," 

Five  minutes  later,  at  2255,  CinC  Combicad  Fleet  issued  a direotive  to 
Commander  Mobile  Foroe  and  Commander  Second  Fleet  stating,  "CinC  2nd  Flaet  will 
take  oommand  of  the  Mobile  Foroe  (excepting  the  HIRYU,  AKAGI  and  the  ships 
assorting  them)".  CinC  Combined  Fleet  had  evidantly  planned  to  employ  the  Mobile 
Foroe  as  a striking  foroe.  Now,  with  no  operational  oarriere  in  the  Mobile  Foroe, 
it  beoame  a surface  foroe  without  carriers  which  should  bo  attached  to  some  other 
ooaaaender.  The  logioal  oommandar  waa  Conmandar  Saoond  Float.  On  tha  other  hand, 
a controlling  factor  may  have  been  CinC  Combined  Fleet's  Irritation  at  Commander 
Mobile  Foroe,  who  was  not  in  an  offenaiva  frame  of  mind.  Commander  Mobile  Foroe 
appeared  to  believe  that  he  should  not  engage  in  a night  aotion.  Hie  surfaoe  chip 
oommanders  were  more  anxious  than  ha  to  get  into  battle.  The  Commanding  Offioar 
of  the  rflRlSHIMA  signalled  to  Comorudiv  8 at  2320  stating  that  he  thought  that 
they  should  participate  in  the  night  aotion,  or  in  the  morning's  action,  either 
with  or  independently  of  the  Second  Fleet. 

Commander  Second  Fleet, -after  receiving  Combined  Fleet  DeeOpOrd  160  giving 
hia  oommand  of  the  Mobile  Foroe,  -issued  the  following  despatch)  "1.  The  Main 
Unit  of  the  2nd  Fleet  plane  to  be  in  position  Lat.  31°  N.,  Long.  178°-67  IT.  by 
0300,  5th.  Thereafter  it  plans  to  search  for  the  enemy  to  the  east  and  partici- 
pate in  a night  engagement  in  accordance  with  Mobile  Foroe  Seoret  Despatoh  660. 

2.  The  Mobile  Foroe  (less  HIRYU, AKAGI,  and  their  esoorte)  will  immediately  turn 
about  and  partlolpate  in  'the  2nd  Fleet's  night  engagement."  He  followed  this 
deepatoh  20  minutes  later  with’another  deepatohi  "1.  Expect  to  enoounter  the 
enemy  some  time  after  2200.  2.  , Searoh  disposition  from  right  to  left  Desron  2, 

Crudiv  6,  Crudlv  4 and  Desron  4 spaoing  6 kilometers,  Batdiv  5 will  assume 
position  approximately  10  kilometers  behind  Crudiv  4.  Course  65°,  speed  24  knots. 
(Note.  This  referenoe  to  Batdiv  3 refers  to  the  1st  seotion  of  that  Batdiv  con- 
sisting of  tne  KONGO  and  HIE(,  afed- not  to  the  aeoond  seotion,  tha  HARUNA  and 
KIKISHIMA,-  already  with  the  MehJ/le  Foroe).  3.  The  Mobile  Foroe  will  participate 
in  the  night  engagement  from  the  north,* 

Here  then  we  have  the  genesis  of  the  Japanese  plan  for  night  aotion  as  oon- 
oelved  by  Commander  Second  Fleet.  This  plan  probably  would  have  located  the 
Anerloah,  Striking  Foroe  had  that  foroe  continued  to  the  westward  instead  of 
retiring  to  the  eastward.  A night  aotion  might  have  ensued,  whloh  was  what  the 
Japanese  desired,  end  whloh,  had  it  been  suocesaful,  would  have  clearly  given  the 
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Japanese  command  of  the  sea  In  the  Midway  area.  The  forces  which  might  have 
been  engaged  in  a night  action  at  this  time  werei  the  carriers  ENTERPRISE 
and  HORNET,  the  heavy  cruisers  NORTHAMPTON,  VINCENNES,  PENSACOLA,  MINNEAPOLIS, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  ASTORIA,  PORTLAND,  tho  light  cruiser  ATLANTA,  the  destroyers  WORDEN, 
MONAGHAN , AYLWIN,  PIIELPS,  BALCH,,  CONYNOHAN,  BENHAM,  ELLET,  MAURY,  MORRIS,  RUSSELL, 
HAUUANN,  ANDERSON)  and  HUGHES)  a total  of  two  CV,  seven  CA,  one  CL,  fourteen  DD. 

The  Japanese  could  oppose  this  foros  with  the  fast  battleships  HAKUNA,  KIFISHIVA, 
KONGO,  and  HIBIj  the  heavy  cruisers,  TONE,  CHIKUMA,  ATAGO,  CIIOKAI,  HAGURO,  MYOKO, 
ths  light  cruisers  NAGARA,  JINTSU,  YURA,  ths  destroyers  YUDACHI,  MURASAME,  HARUSAME, 
SAMIDARE,  ASAOUMO,  URAKAZE,  TAMIXAZE,  M1NEGUM0,  NATSOGUMO,  HATSAKA3E,  YUKIKAZE, 
AMATSUKA2E,  TOKITSUXAZE,  KAZABUMO,  AKIOUMO,  KASUUI,  ARARE,  KAQERO  sad  SHiRANUHI ) 
e total  of  four  BB,  six  CA,  throe  CL  and  nineteen  DD.  These  foroea  would  have 
been  evenly  raatohed  had  not  the  aircraft  carriers  been  in  the  American  disposi- 
tion and  ths  four  battleships  in  the  Japanese  disposition.  This  difference  in 
composition  heavily  favored  the  Japanese,  as  it  gave  them  much  greater  fire  power 
end  full  freedom  of  action,  the  same  time  it  seriously  rcutrloted  freedom  of 
action  of  the  Americans,  who  would  be  forced  to  remain  near  their  carriers  unless 
they  were  able  to  retire  them  at  high  speed  to  the  eastward  on  first  radar  oontaot. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Americana  had  In  their  search  type  radars  whioh  were  in- 
stalled or  some  of  their  ships,  a new  instrument  of  extraordinary  value  for  taking 
ranges  and  beariugs.  This  the  Japanese  did  not  have*  It  might  be  used  effectively 
to  avoid  aotion.  However,  it  was  still  in  its  iofanoy,  its  reliability  and  oorreot 
employment  had  not  been  fully  determined  and  Amerioan  foroea  were  not  trained  for 
night  radar  fighting* 

Commander  Mobile  Foroe  does  not  appear  to  have  acted  Immediately  on  these 
orders.  He  had  previously  determined  that  the  enemy  was  over  100  miles  away.  He 
deoided  that,  since  his  destroyer*  were  with  the  demaged  carriers  and  as  he  was 
not  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  he  probably  oould  not  regain  oontaot  with  them  after 
nightfall.* 

He  apparently  felt  that  a night  attack  on  the  enemy  was  almost  out  of  the 
question.  At  2400  he  was  on  a westerly  course  bearing  337°  (T),  distant  222  miles 
from  Uidwty. 


Operations  of  Other  Japanese  Task  Foroes  and  Groups 
0000-2400  June  4th 


ClnC  Combined  Fl*,st  in  the  Main  Group  oontinued  on  course  096,  speed  15 
knots  toward  Midway  from  his  midnight  June  3rd  position.  At  1200  he  ohanged 
courts  to  120°  (T),  speed  20  knots  and  headed  towards  the  battle  area.  At  2400 
he  was  in  position  Lat.  32°-40'  N.,  Long.  174°-45’  E.  bearing  30tf* (T),  distant 
479  miles  from  Uidwty. 

The  Aleutian  Support  Foroe  oontinued  on  towards  its  deployment.  At  1200 
June  4th,  apparently  in  obedience  to  orders  from  CinC  Combined  Fleet,  it  ohanged 
course  to  the  southeast  to  rejoin  the  Main  Group.  It  did  not  euooeed  in  rejoining 
on  the  4th.  Its  possible  position  at  2400  ia  ss  shown  in  Diagram  "D”. 

♦Sobilo  Force  Battle  Report  1*6,  ONI  Rsview,  May  1947,  p.14. 
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Operations  of  Midway  Oooupatlon  Foroe 
' Q000-2400Jun»  4th 


The  Midway  Cooupation  Fo  roe  operations  are  disousaed  under  the  headings 
of  thn  four  oomponent  groups* 

At  0000  June  4th  the  Seoond  Fleet,  whloh  ms  with  the  Transport  Group, 
was  steaming  on  the  north  flank  of  that  group  beyond  visual  range.  It  was  on 
a course  parallel  to  the  transports.  It  was  not  sighted  by  Midway  planes  on 
June  3rd.  Neither  was  it  disoovered  on  June  4th  by  any  Aaerloan  planes. 

Conmander  Seoond  Fleet  kept  himself  fully  informed  of  the  sver-ohanging 
situation  as  regards  the  Combined  Fleet.  As  he  himself  was  not  under  attaok, 
he  was  able  to  think  without  undue  pressure. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  CinC  Combined  Fleet  neoessarlly  provided 
for  considerable  latitude  in  exeroi.se  of  ooinaand  by  his  subordinate  commanders. 
This  was  beoause  of  the  wide  dispersion  of  the  principal  forces.  Commander 
Seoond  Fleet  therefore  kept  himself  alert  to  the  situation  as  it  developed. 

Tet  the  influenoe  of  CinC  Combined  Fleet  was  everywhere  apparent,  and  remained 
the  important  faotor  in  the  Japanese  conduct  of  operations.  CinC  Combined  Fleet 
oreated  and  maintained  a loyal  following  who  executed  his  will  whether  he  was 
present  or  not.  This  is  a primary  attribute  of  command. 

Commander  Seoond  Fleet,  soon  after  the  Japanese  planes  reported  the  Amerioan 
carrier  task  forces,  inoreased  speed  in  order  to  gain  distanoe  ahead  and  to  the 
north  of  the  transports.  He  anticipated  that  he  night  be  oalled  into  the  aotlon 
to  the  northeast. 

The  exeat  location  of  the  Seoond  Fleet  during  this  time  wee  not  made  known 
to  other  foroea  until  1227,  when  Commander  Second  Fleet  advised  CinC  Combined 
Fleet  and  other  eenlor  oomunnders  that  at  1200  he  me  in  position  Let,  28°  N,, 
Long.  176°  I.,  oouree  0600,  speed  28  knots  en  route  toward  the  Mobile  Force. 
Prejuwably,  he  mated  on  his  own  initiative  on  the  assumption  that  if  this  was 
not  satisfactory  to  OinO  Combined  Fleet,  he  would  be  ao  informed.  Hie  aotlon 
wtia  oorreot,  for  at  1220  he  reoeived  a direotive  from  CinC  Combined  Fleet  tc 
rendesvous  with  the  Mobile  Foroe  as  soon  as  pceslble.*  He  eent  additional 
messages  at  1346  and  1616,  giving  his  position  at  these  timee.  At  1716  he  noti- 
fied CinC  Combined  Fleet  that  he  planned  to  be  In  position  Let,  300.33'  N,,  Long. 
1790.63*  ff.  at  2400,  and  that  he  planned  to  ooordinate  with  the  Mobile  Force  bo 
destroy  the  enemy.  If  he  did  not  receive  more  intelligence  by  2400  he  planned 
to  sweep  eastward  in  eearoh  of  the  enemy.*41 

At  1760  he  advised  CinC  Combined  Fleet,  as  well  as  the  subordinate  oonnande 
of  the  Mobile  Foroe  and  8aoond  Fleet  taking  part  in  the  promoted  night  notion, 
that  "in  the  event  that  a night  engagement  is  oarrled  out  tonight,  this  foroe 
will  participate  in  the  following  manner t 

1,  Ingage  the  enemy  in  closed  formation,  auoh  in  the  manner  of  a daylight 
encounter,  taking  advantage  of  the  moonlight. 

•Mobile  Foroe  detailed  battle  fteport  #S,0Nl  Review, ' May  1947,  p.26. 
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2.  Depending  on  o 1 rouse tanoee,  Crudiv  6 and  Desron  2 (or  Dee > on  4)  may 
be  detnohed. 

3.  Torpedo  depth  setting  will  be  4 meters. 

4.  Position  indicator  method  #4  will  be  employed  with  ATAQO's  position 
at  time  of  rendesvoue  as  the  point  of  origin."* 

At  1916  he  received  orders  from  ClnO  Combined  Fleet  that  the  Second  fleet, 
the  Mobile  Poroe,  and  the  Submarine  Foro*  were  immediately  to  oontaot  and  attaok 
the  enemy.*1*  At  22G6,  as  he  m hastening  towards  the  Mobile  Foro*,  he  received 
orders  to  take  oomstt&d  of  that  foroe.***  therefore,  at  2340,  he  notified  all 
oonmanders  that  by  0300,  June  6th,  hs  would  be  in  position  hat.  61°  N.,  Long, 
1780-B7'  W, , that  he  planned  to  fight  a night  battle,  and  that  the  Mobile  Foroe 
was  directed  to  turn  about  immediately  and  partioipate  in  the  night  engagement. 
Twenty  minutes  later  he  sent  out  a dispatch  stationing  hi*  foroee  for  tho  night 
action,  giving  the  searoh  disposition  and  directing  the  Mobile  Foroe  to  attaok 
from  the  north. 

The  Seoond  Fleet  was  in  a position  at  2400  bearing  324°,  distant  200  miles 
from  Midway  and  was  on  oouras  066.  spesd  20  knots. 


• e e 

At  0000  duns  4th  the  Transport  Group  of  ths  Midway  Oooupation  Faroe  con- 
tinued on  oouree  0B1°  (T),  spesd  12  knots.  At  0210  it  was  alerted  by  American 
PUT  planes  frtm  Midway  making  a night  torpedo  attaok.  It  appears  that  ths  trans- 
ports and  supply  ships  were  in  two  columns,  with  the  light  orulser  JIHT8U  and  the 
destroyers  in  a oloss  seai-oiroular  anti-submarine  soraen.  In  addition,  thare 
saems  to  have  been  one  destroyer  ahead  of  eaoh  oolumn,  and  a single  destroyer 
between  both  oolumna  astsrn.  Several  patrol  boats  wars  also  stationed  in  the 
disposition. 

Due  to  the  leok  of  radar  on  the  Japanese  ships  the  major  portion  of  the 
PBY  attaok  was  over  before  the  Japanese  beoams  alerted  to  the  fact  they  were 
being  attaoked.  The  American  attaok  oommenoed  at  about  0143  when  the  first  tor- 
pedo was  dropped.  The  transport  group  maneuvered,  but  too  late  to  avoid  euooeeeful 
attaok.  The  AKBBONO  MARU,  as  oiler,  whloh  was  the  laet  lerg*  ehlp  of  the  left  hand 
or  northern  oolumn,  was  torpedoed  in  the  bow  by  one  torpedo  during  the  notion.  She 
was  seleoted  as  the  targst  «ln< •*  shs  presented  the  largest  silhoustts.  However, 
the  danage  from  the  hit  was  slight,  and  the  AKKBOHO  MAKU  waa  able  to  oontlnue  in 
the  disposition.  Boat  of  ths  transports  report  being  strafed  by  the  PBY's  with 
little  effect. 

The  Transport  Group  oootinued  on  towards  Midway  until  1340  when  it  changed 
oouree  to  310°.  speed  12  knots,  to  retire  to  ths  northwest  in  obedlenot  to  ordtrs 
rtoslved  from  CinO  Combined  Fleet.  These  orders,  which  were  delayed  in  receipt 
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until  1500,  had  baen  ieaued  at  1220,  and  provided  that  the  Midway  Oooupation 
Foroa,  leaa  tha  Seoond  Float,  would  provide  aaoorta  for  tha  tranaporta  and 
would  ratlra  to  tha  northweat.*  Alao,  at  1S00  Coaaandar  Oooupation  Foroa 
directed  tha  Saoort  Unit  (a  newly  formed  unit  oompoaad  of  Deediv  16  (3DD), 
tha  Traaaport  Oroup,  and  thu  Seaplane  Group  to  ratlra  immediately  to  tha 
northwest.**  Thia  message  waa  executed  at  1416, 

Accordingly,  Coaanandar  Oloaa  Soraan  with  hia  flagship,  JINTSU,  and 
Deadiva  14  and  18  (6  DD)  dapartad  fro*  tha  tranaporta  at  1416  In  a north- 
aaatarly  diraotion  at  high  apaad  to  Join  tha  Seoond  Float  Oroup.  Tha  Kaoort 
Unit,  which  raaainad  behind  to  aoraan  tha  Tranaport  Oroup,  waa  an  axtraaaly 
weak  aoraan  ageinat  submarines  and  an  InaffaotiTa  aoraan  against  aircraft. 

Why,  than,  waa  auoh  a poor  aoraan  proridadt  Probably  tha  CinC  Combi nod  Float, 
hawing  suffered  heavily  in  tha  loaa  of  aany  aircraft  and  oarriara,  waa  now 
aatiaflad  that  tha  aajor  portion  of  tha  Aaarioan  surface  foroaa  wara  with 
thair  oarriara  north  of  Midway,  and  that  thara  wara  faw,  if  aqr,  additional 
Aaarioan  surface  foroaa  in  tha  Midway  araa.  Praaunably,  ha  fait  that  tha  only 
way  remaining  to  aohleve  victory  lay  in  a night  attaok  on  tha  Aaarioan  foroaa, 
and  that  lnaofar  aa  hia  dlapoaitlon  paraittad,  all  foroaa  ahould  be  thrown  into 
battla  in  autual  aupport  rather  than  in  a plaoaaaal  faahion.  Although  aaalrabla, 
thia  waa  not  faaaiblw,  ainoa  hia  foroaa  wara  too  far  apart  to  parait  rapid  oon- 
oantratlon  bafora  about  0900  tha  naxt  morning.  Ha  tharafora  arranged  for  tho 
oonoontration  of  auoh  forooa  aa  would  be  able  to  dollwar  a night  attaok.  Ha 
know  that  tha  poaltion  of  hia  tranaporta  waa  known  to  the  anany  but  thia  did 
not  particularly  oeneena  bin,  aa  ha  fait  that  Midway  waa  destroyed  aa  an 
effaotiv*  air  baaa,  and  ha  appaara  to  have  fait  littla  oonoarn  ovar  tha 
probability  of  aubaarina  attaok  at  that  tine. 

tha  Tranaport  Oroup  and  its  aaoorta  affaotad  a randatwoua  at  I960  with 
tha  Comander  Saaplana  Oroup  in  tha  CH2T0B1  aoooapanlad  by  tha  HAYA8HI0.  At 
2400  they  ware  in  Let.  280-40'  I.,  Long.  1740-16*  I. 


* a • , 

The  Oloaa  Soraan  ( JIHTSU  and  Dear on  2)  whioh  waa  an  route  to  Join  tha 
8eoond  Fleet  was.  m Lat.  29°-66'  M.,  Long,  179e-20'  B. 

» * e 

Tha  Saaplana  Oroup  at  0000  Juna  4th  wac  about  60  mllaa  ahaad  of  tha 
Tranaport  Oroup  ataaialng  on  a parallel  oouraa  at  16-17  knot a an  route  to  Kura 
Island.  Thia  group  employed  ita  tender  baaed  aeaplanee  for  raoonnaiaaanoa  A/S 
patrol  and  air  oovar.  Tha  KAMIKAWA  MARU  maintained  one  patrol  plana  In  tha 
vioinity  of  tha  8eaplane  Oroup,  and  oonduotad  a aaaroh  ahaad  by  another  patrol 
plana.  Thia  latter  plana  adwaaoed  to  tha  maximum  diatanoe  poaaibla  permitting 
ita  returning  to  ita  tender  by  1830. 

•Mobile  TSroa  bataiied  Battla  Report  WRBBT  Review,  May  1947,  p.26. 

••Raoorda  of  Convartad  Saaplana  Tandar  KAklKAJTA  MARU.WDC  190682,  p,7. 
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At  0740  the  Seaplane  Group  notlnd  a report  that  one  of  its  plants 
had  shot  dam  an  Amerioan  flylnf  boat  (PBY)  In  position  bearing  047°, 
distant  700  miles  from  Wake  Island.  At  0946  Contender  Seaplane  Group 
received  Commander  Mobile  Force's  message,  timed  0930,  that  ono  enemy 
carrier,  fire  enemy  oruisers  and  fire  destroyers  had  been  sighted  at  0600 
in  position  bearing  010°,  distant  240  miles  from  Midway  Island  prooeedinf 
toward  us.*  At  1165  the  QBIT08I  planes  pursued  an  American  flying  beat  for 
45  minutes  but  without  aueeess.  This  was  evidently  Amerioan  PBY  (6758), 
whloh  reported  having  been  attaoked  about  1100  in  this  area. 

At  1300  Commander  Seaplane  Group  received  word  that  he  was  to  take 
oossaand  of  DesOiv  16  and  eseort  the  Transport  Oroup  in  lieu  of  the  Close 
Bsoort  Group  whloh  would  Join  the  8eoond  Fleet. 

As  the  KAMIKAWA  MAKU  was  slower  than  the  CHITOSI,  Commander  Seaplane 
Group  decided  to  proeeed  immediately  with  his  faster  ships,  the  CilTOSB  and 
KAYASHIO,  to  rejoin  the  transports.  Re  sg  informed  the  KAMIKAWA  MARU  and 
direoted  her,  in  oompany  with  Patrol  Boat  #36,  to  Join  him  as  soon  as 
praotioable.  At  1430,  with  the  CHXTOSK  and  BAYASBIO,  he  then  headed  on  an 
interoeptlng  eourse  of  2860  (T)  at  24  knots  and  notified  the  Transport  Qroup 
that  he  expeoted  to  rendesvous  with  it  at  1900.** 

Commander  Seaplane  Oroup  direoted  the  CHIT08B  at  1330  to  launch  an 
advance  patrol  of  three  reoonnaissanee  seaplanes  to  a distance  of  200  miles. 

Be  also  direoted  that  the  CHIT08S  and  EAYA8HI0  were  to  maintain  station 
bearing  000°  (T),  distant  20  kilometers  from  ths  KAMIKAWA  MARU  until  the 
return  of  the  planes.  This  praotiee  of  broadening  the  front  of  the  parent 
group  apparently  was  done  to  assist  returning  aircraft. 

At  1446  he  informed  his  Seaplane  Group  that  there  had  been  an  air  aotion 
with  three  enemy  oarrlera.  One  enemy  earrier  and  the  KAOA,  AKAOI,  and  SORYU 
were  burning.  The  HIRYU  was  continuing  the  attack.  The  Transport  Oroup  with 
its  esoorts  and  the  Mobile  Pcroe  had  been  retreating  to  the  northwest  for  an 
hour.  The  status  of  the  attack  on  Midway  was  not  el  ear.  This  message  was  a 
good  analysis  of  the  general  situation. 

The  KAMIKAWA  MARU  and  Patrol  Boat  #35  hoadod  northwoet  upon  rooovering 
airoraft  at  1650.  Tho  CHITOSI  and  tho  HAYASHIO  joined  tho  Transport  Oroup 
at  1930  and.  at  that  time,  Commander  Seaplane  Group  aaauned  hie  eaoort  duties 
and  oontlnued  to  the  northwest  toward  the  rendesvous. 

At  2030  he  direoted  KAMIKAWA  MARU  with  the  Patrol  Boat  #35  to  rejoin  him 
at  1000  the  following  morning  in  Lat.  30°  N,,  Long.  173°  I.  Neither  the  Trans- 
port Oroup  nor  the  Seaplane  Group  enoountered  any  further  aotion  or  oontaots 
on  June  4th.  The  2400  position  of  the  KAMIKAWA  MARU  was  Lat.  2;io«2S'  N. , Long. 
176°-22'  I.  Sho  was  en  route  to  join  the  Transport  Group. 

eReoorJa  of  Converted  Seaplane  Zander  KAMIKAWA  MAtfU,  translation  of  WDC  160682, p . 6 , 
**  » it  » n n n « p,7. 
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The  Mineswweping  Group  Section  I of  the  Midway  Occupation  Foroe,  tho 
TAMA  IIARUa  3 and  6,  continued  on  oourao  080,  apoad  8 knot*  throughout  tho 
night  of  Juno  3rd  an  rout#  to  Midway.  At  1310  thlo  Motion  whila  in  posi- 
tion Lot.  360.16'  V,,  Long.  177°-23*  K.  intaroaptad  a dispatch  fron  Comorudlv 
6 to  CinC  Combined  Float  lndloating  a battla  off  Midway.  Anticipating  in- 
atruotlona,  thaaa  ahlpa  rararaad  oourao  and  prooaodad  at  alow  apoad  awaiting 
ordara.  At  1332,  haring  received  ordara  from  Commander  Oloao  Sort an  (Com- 
daaron  3),  to  return  to  Wake,  they  inoraased  apaad  to  8 knots  and  prooaodad 
in  that  direotlen.  At  2400  thay  wars  in  position  Lat.  260-60'  H.,  Long  173°- 
66*  I. 


a a a 

Tha  Oloao  Support  Group  (8UZUTA,  KUMAHO,  UIKUMA,  UOOAMI  and  4 DD'a) 
oontinuad  toward  Midway  from  a position  about  100  milaa  ahead  of  tha  Transport 
Group.  In  oomplianos  with  orders  from  tha  OinO  Comblnad  Float  issued  at  1610, 
tha  Goosander  Second  Float  dirootad  Goosander  Oloao  Support  Group  to  "Shall  and 
destroy  enemy  air  bases  on  Midway."*  Thirty  minutes  later, whan  tha  Transport 
Oroup  oouatnosd  retiring  to  tha  northwest  and  Coaaaandar  Close  Soreen  oontinuad 
to  olosa  Midway,  they  beoano  separated.  The  1916  dlreotlve  issued  by  OinC 
Combined  Float  instruoted  tha  8eoond  Fleet,  tha  Submarines,  and  tha  remnants 
of  tho  Mobile  Foroa  to  oontaet  and  attaok  the  enemy  task  force*  This  dlreotlve 
especially  excepted  Grudiv  7,  whioh  oontinuad  toward  Midway.  One  hour  and 
fifteen  minutes  later  OinO  Combined  Float  direotedi  "Submarine  1.168  will 
shall  and  destroy  tha  enmsy  air  bass  on  Midway  until  0300,  Crudiv  T will 
carry  on  after  0200."** 

CinC  Combined  Fleet  apparently  oonsidsrad  tha  threat  of  air  attaok  on 
his  forces  on  tho  following  morning.  Ha  planned  to  destroy  tha  enemy  oarriar 
task  foroo  in  a night  engagement.  Ha  seams  to  have  felt  that  while  it  might 
be  possible  for  tha  enemy  oarrlsra  to  evade  him  by  retiring  to  tha  eastward, 
ha  oould  at  least  reduoa  to  lmpotenoy  tha  enemy  air  strength  on  Midway  by  gun- 
fire. It  is  Interesting  to  note  that  these  same  taotios  were  employed  by  tha 
dbasrioan  8th  Fleet,  one  ard  one  half  year  later,  in  its  operation*  in  the 
Marshall  Islands* 


a * * 

SUBMARIW8  JUKI  4th 


The  submarines  in  the  vicinity  of  Midway  oontinued  sooutlng  and  recon- 
naissanoa  assignments  on  the  4th  in  aooordanoe  with  the  basio  plan.  It  was 
inmwdiately  apparent  to  tha  CinC  Combined  Fleet  that,  in  view  of  the  surprise 
affaoted  by  tha  Amarioan  oarriar  task  forees  in  their  attaok  on  tha  carriers 
of  tha  Mobile  Foroa,  his  submarines  were  now  out  of  position.  Consequently, 
at  1220  he  direoted  by  diapatoh  Submarine  Foroe  Three  (4  SS  on  the  KO  line, 
see  Diagram  "B")  and  Submarine  Foroe  Five  (7  SS  on  the  OTSU  line)  to  prooeed 

•Combined  Fleet  lias0p6rd  168-Mobile  Force  Battle  Report  #6, ONI  tteview.May  l»47,p,27 
••Mobile  Foroa  Battle  Report  jfa,  ONI  Review,  May  1947,  p.36. 
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toward  tha  "HBI"  lina  of  deployment,  and  tc  attack  tha  enemy  talk  force. 

In  aooordanoa  with  thin  direotivs  thaaa  units  proceeded  in  a northwesterly 
direotire  these  units  prooeeded  in  a northwesterly  direction  during  tha  re- 
mainder of  tha  day.* 

The  movements  of  the  three  submarines  of  Submarine  Division  13  are  vague. 
The  Japanese  submarine  plan  provided  that  upon  completion  of  the  aeoond  "K" 
operation  (servicing  by  submarines  of  Japanese  patrol  airoraft  staging  through 
French  Frigate  Shoals  and  Laysen  Island  for  an  attaok  on  Oahu)  the  1-121  and 
1-12 S would  take  station  on  the  "0T8U"  scouting  line  north  of  French  Frigate 
Shoals,  ^he  1-122  would,  at  the  same  time,  take  station  60  miles  north  of 
Laysan  Island,  During  the  afternoon  of  June  4th  the  CinC  Combined  Fleet 
modified  this  directive  and  ordered  these  submarines  to  proceed  to  positions 
to  the  south  of  I<aysen  Island  "because  of  the  need  of  guarding  the  south  of 
the  archipelago."*  However,  available  Information  indicates  that  the  1-121. 
122  and  123  had  already,  apparently  on  their  own  initiative,  proceeded  in 
thia  direction.  They  joined  up  south  of  Laysan  Island  during  the  4th  and 
scoutad  westward  in  a line  throughout  that  day.  Thais  ships  had  no  torpadoea. 
their  removal  having  bean  necessitated  in  order  to  provide  storage  for  the 
eviction  gasoline  and  oil  required  for  aervioing  the  long  range  patrol  air- 
oraft. 


OPERATIONS  AT  MIDWAY 
(JUerioaa) 

0000  June  4th  to  0946  June  4th 

The  four  petrol  planes  which  had  bsen  launohed  from  Midway  at  2115  to 
attaok  thfc  Japanaaa  Occupation  Force  continued  toward  their  objective.  At 
0116  June  4th,  at  a distance  of  660  miloa  from  Midway,  radar  oontaot  was  made, 
and  at  0120  sight  oontaot  was  mad#  on  a group  of  tr'auporta.  The  group  com- 
mander decided  to  attaok  up-moon.  During  the  approach  the  four  planes  beoame 
separated.  Three  planes  made  individual  attaoka  dropping  one  torpedo  aaahj 
the  fourth  was  unable  to  reach  the  target.  The  silhouettes  of  the  larger 
enemy  ship#  wore  plainly  visible  in  the  moonlight.  There  were  no  carriers  or 
battleships  sighted  in  the  formation,  so  an  attempt  was  made  to  attaok  the 
trensporta.  The  leading  plane  dropped  at  0143,  the  other  two  plane#  followed. 
Two  hits  were  olalmed,  one  on  a tanker,  Aotuaily,  but  one  hit  was  made,  and 
that  was  on  a tanker.  The  fourth  pilot  etated  that  he  had  located  the  target 
soreon,  but  had  been  driven  off  by  gunfire  end  by  an  unidentified  airoraft 
which  made  peases  at  his  plane.  Although  information  from  Japanese  sourees  is 
not  oornylete,  there  appears  to  be  enough  information  to  indicate  that  there  is 
little  probability  that  any  night  fighters  were  employed  by  the  Japanese  in 
this  case. 

This  attaok  by  the  four  patrol  planes  demonr.  raked  for  the  first  time  the 
praotioabllity  of  using  long  range  short  based  airoraft,  when  radar  equipped, 
to  deliver  unsupported  night  torpedo  attaoks  or  low  altitude  bombing  attaoka 

•illxth  Fleet  War  Diary,  1-30  June  l&42(”p,3  of  "translation. 
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against  ships 


Meanwhile,  Midway  was  alert  to  a Japanese  attack.  CNAS  Midway 
had  long  estimated  that  the  Japanese  planes  would  launeh  their  attack  at 
dawn  and  would  strike  Midway  at  about  0600.  He  therefore  launched  fighters 
at  OS66  to  ooTer  the  dawn  take-off.  Once  these  fighters  were  on  station  he 
diepatohed  at  about  0418  the  usual  search  group  of  22  PBY'a  to  searoh  through 
an  aro  of  from  200°  (T)  to  020°  (T)  for  the  enemy  carrier  force.  Be  reduoed 
the  radius  of  search,  however . from  700  to  426  miles,  but  he  added  the  provisos 
that  all  eontaots  mere  to  be  fully  reported,  and  that  the  searoh  of  426  miles 
must  bo  completed  unless  four  enemy  oarriers  were  looated  earlier.  Us  also 
directed  that  the  PSY's  were  then  to  rendesvous  at  Laysan  and  Lieiaaeki  Islands, 
and  there  await  orders.  CNAS  Midway  did  not  dasirs  those  PBY'a  to  return  to 
Midway,  as  thair  prassnoa  tharo  would  merely  invite  their  destruotion. 

Upon  tha  departure  of  the  searoh  group  from  Midway,  sixteen  B-17's  took 
off  immediately  in  order  to  be  airborne  during  the  probable  time  of  the.  ex- 
pected Japanese  attsok.  Slnoe  they  oould  not  be  landed  until  their  load  had 
bean  lightened  by  the  ooneuoiption  of  gasoline,  ONAS  Midway  directed  them  to 
sttaok  the  enomy  group  to  the  westward  (the  Japanese  Occupation  Force).  He 
cautioned  them  to  be  on  the  al'ert  for  a ohange  of  orders  should  the  enemy 
carrier  foroe  be  dleoovered  in  the  northwest, 

During  this  time  the  27  Marine  VSB'a  armed  with  bombs, and  the  4 Army  B-26'e 
and  the  6 Navy  TBF'e  each  armed  with  one  torpedo  were  manned,  their  engines  were 
warmed  up,  and  thair  radios  wars  snsrgiiad  in  ordar  to  permit  tha  pilots  to  re- 
ceive timely  instructions.  All  but  two  of  the  fighters  whioh  had  oovered  the 
dawn  taka-offs  were  landed  by  0600. 

At  0620  PBY,  4V68,  reported,  "aircraft  sighted."  At  0630  the  seme  plane 
reported  a carrier  bearing  320°  (X),  distant  160  miles.  This  was  tha  first 
report  of  an  enemy  carrier.  As  a result  of  this  oontaot,  all  remaining  air- 
ora't  arsws  ware  alerted  and  ordered  to  stand  by  in  thair  assigned  aircraft 
witu  tha  anginas  turning  up  and  radios  on.  This  was  accomplished  by  0b46.  At 
this  same  time  PBY  3V68  reported  in  plain  English.  "Many  planes  heading  Midway 
bearing  320°,  distant  160.  At  0662  PBY  4V6S  sent  an  amplifying  report  stating, 

"2  CV  and  Main  Body  ships,  oarriers  in  front,  oourse  136,  speed  26.  PBY  3V68 
reported,  "M»ny  planes  heading  Midway,  oourse  136,  spaed  26,  bearing  320°,  dis- 
tant 180."  This  latter  massage  is  evidently  in  error.  What  must  have  been 
meant  was  "many  ships"  rather  than  "many  planes",  but  the  mssssgs  doss  not  seem 
to  have  oaused  confusion. 

At  0663  the  Midway  radar  ploksd  up  the  Japanese  air  attack  groups  approaoh- 
Ing  Midway,  and  reported  to  ONAS  Midway,  "Many  bogey  eiroraft  23  miles,  310 
degress,  altitude  11,000."  CNAS  Midway  immediately  ordered  the  air  raid  siren 
sounded,  and  tha  planes  began  to  take  off.  By  0616  the  field  was  dear  of  all 
flyabla  alraraft  exoept  for  two  VF  whioh  had  returned  late  from  the  early 
morning  flight.  Xhasa  were  partially  refueled  and  olaared  by  0626. 

All  of  tha  planes  whioh  flew  off  the  Midway  fields  just  prior  to  tha  raid 
were  diraotad  to  attaok  ths  Japanese  oarriers,  excepting  the  fighters  whioh  wwre 
ordered  to  defend  Midway.  At  this  time  there  were  twenty-four  fighters  in  the  air. 
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The  fighter  direotor  at  Midway  broka  up  hie  fighters  Into  two  groups,  on*  of 
three  divisions  oorapoaod  of  tight  F2A-3  and  thro*  P4F-3,  tho  other  of  two 
divisions  of  twelve  F2A-3  and  one  F4F-S , At  0606  he  veotored  the  first  group 
of  eleven  fighters  against  the  reported  entity  planes.  Only  ten  lighters 
aotually  went  with  this  group,  as  one  landed  at  0620  with  engine  trouble. 

This  group  made  oontaot  on  the  enemy  air  attaek  force  at  0016  ou  bearing  320°, 
distant  about  30  alias  from  Midway.  The  fighter  direotor  offieer  then,  at 
0626.  veotored  the  remaining  thirteen  fighters  Into  aotion.  Also  at  0626  the 
two  fighters  whloh  had  landed  to  refuel,  took  off  partially  refueled  and  aotsd 
thereafter  as  a separate  unit* 

These  fighters  discovered  that  the  Japanese  bombers  were  in  a rigid  vee 
formation  with  three  division  vees  of  from  eeven  to  nine  planes  in  each 
separate  formation.  The  bombers  were  escorted  by  thirty-six  fighters.  They 
made  their  first  attaok  on  the  benber  formation  unopposed  by  the  escorting 
fighters  but.  after  that,  they  were  heavily  attaoked.  outnumbered,  and  out- 
maneuvered.  They  estimated  that  tho  Japanese  fighters  had  baen  escorting  the 
bombers  at  about  14,000  feat.  The  Ancrloen  filters  earn*  in  on  a high  level, 
17,000  feet.  The  Aaerioan  fighter  pilots  reported,  "All  VUF  pilots  of  various 
degrees  of  expe'rienoe  and  capability  were  awed  by  the  performance  of  tho 
Japanese  fighter  (00  1 Sento  Kl)  olalming  that  it  had  20) i more  speed  ollmb 
and  maneuverability  than  does  the  F2A-3  or  F4F-3.”  As  a result  of  thla  abtaoi. 
tho  Marine  fighters  stated  that  they  believed  that  they  had  destroyed  twenty- 
three  Japanese  bombers  and  eight  fighters  not  inoluding  the  damaged  planet. 

In  return,  they  reported  having  loat  twelve  F2A-3  and  two  P4F-8  fighters  with 
five  P2A-5  and  two  P47-3  fighters  heavily  damaged. 


1 

t 

i 
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The  leader  of  the  six  torpedo  plenee  of  Torpedo  Squadron  8 detaohment  on 
Midway  took  departure  at  about  0600  and  proceeded  toward  the  enetty  oariler 
foroc.  He  steered  course  320°  (T)  at  an  air  spaed  of  160  knots,  and  at  an 
altitude  of  2000  feet.  He  formed  his  six  planes  into  three  2-plane  seotlone. 

A few  minutea  after  departure  his  group  waa  attaoked  by  Japanese  fighters  whloh 
appeared  to  be  the  vanguard  of  the  Japanese  air  attaok  group  heading  for  Midway* 

The  leader  then  inoreased  the  c'titud*  to  4,000  fevt  above  the  cloud  level. 
He  was  not  troublad  by  any  more  enemy  planes  until  the  Mobile  Poroe  was  sighted 
about  16  mile*  away.  Then  his  group  was  attaoked  by  a large  number  of  enemy 
fighter*.  The  formation  at  0706  dived  at  full  throttle  through  the  olouds  to 
160  feet  and  headed  for  the  Qarriera.  Five  of  the  six  plane*  inoluding  that  of 
the  flight  leader  were  shot  down,  £lo  information  is  available  oonoerning  the 
details  of  this  attaok.  However,  it  appears  that  but  >na  torpedo  was  dropped 
against  the  enemy.  Only  one  torpedo  plane  returned  to  Midway.  It  was  badly 
ahot  up,*  This  abortive  attaok  made  no  hits.** 


t *Exeoutive  Officer's  Report  Marine  Air  Qroup  Twenty -two,  Battle  of  Midway, 

\ June  7,1042,  p.10. 

I **Mobile  Force  Detailed  Battle  Report  #8, ONI  Review,  May  1047  pp, 65-61  lnol, 
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At  0618  th*  lMdir  of  th#  B-26  group  of  four  B-26's  m di  root  ad  to 
attaok  onsay  oarrlars  boaring  880°  (T),  dlataat  180  miles  from  Midway • 

Ha  ismadlatsly  took  off  alth  hla  group.  Doparturo  from  Midway  waa  takan 
at  0626.  Ha  ataarad  un  lntaroaptlon  oouraa  and  eight ad  tha  a easy  at  0706, 
or  at  about  tha  aaaa  tiaa  that  tha  torpado  plana*  of  Torpado  Squadron  6 wara 
attacking.  Tha  Laadar  of  tha  B-26  group  mads  a quick  study  of  thf  anany 
disposition,  and  than  ohangad  oouraa  in  ordar  to  paaa  through  tha  a navy 
aoraanlng  vassals  with  aininun  daaage  from  ant i*alro raft  fira. 

At  about  this  tiaa  tha  six  torpado  pianos  wara  sighted  waking  their 
approaoh  from  tha  right  and  aoroso  tha  path  of  tha  B-26  planes.  Meanwhile, 
tha  B-26  places  ran  into  heavy  anti-aircraft  fira  from  tha  Japanese  outer 
soraan.  They  auopeeded  in  avoiding  this  fira  without  oasualty.  but  im- 
aadiataly  ran  into  six  anany  fighters,  head  on.  at  700  faat.  Tha  laadar 
dove  to  200  feat,  whioh  is  correct  evasive  taotios  for  torpado  planes.  Zt 
was  at  this  time  ha  believes  thst  ht  lost  two  of  his  four  planes. 

Ha  continued  on  and  olosad  tha  aaiaatad  oarrier.  Hi  an  800  yards  from 
this  oarrier  and  at  an  altituda  of  220  faat  and  a speed  of  210  MFH.  two  of 
hla  planes  released  their  torpedoes  from  a direotlon  about  20°  on  tha  bow, * 
No  hita  wara  made,**  Those  pinnae  than  commenced  their  retirement  snd  wara 
heavily  attacked  by  Japanese  "Zero"  fighters  for  about  16  uinutac,  aftar 
whioh  tiaa  they  sueoeeded  in  raaohing  cloud  cover.  The  laadar  reported  that 
hla  U-26's  had  operated  unsatisfactorily  throughout  tha  aot.lon  due  to  guns 
jsaaing.  Tha  two  planes  whioh  finally  reaohed  Midway  wara  so  badly  ahot  up 
au  to  be  unserviceable,, 

This  was  an  historlo  event , as  it  was  apparsntly  thu  first  time  in 
history  that  Aray  planes  had  attaokad  with  torpedoes. 


* * a 

The  diva  bomber  group, oonalating  of  sixteen  8BD-2  and  alavan  S82U-3  plane* 
of  VMflB  Squadron  241  aaoh  armed  with  on*  800-pound  bomb,  aftar  launching,  pro- 
ceeded to  its  prearranged  randasvous  about  20  ml las  east  of  Midway.  At  about 
0846  this  group  vac  di rooted  by  both  voice  and  OH  transmission  to  attaok  th* 
enemy  carriers  bearing  320°  (T),  distant  160  miles  from  Midway,  than  on  oouraa 
i'RO  (T),  spaed  26  knota.  The  squadron  took  departure  and  climbed  for  altituda, 

I'oomander  VMSB  241  realised  that  th*  directive  under  whioh  tha  group  was 
operating  divided  thf  28  planet  of  the  squadron  into  three  attack  unite,  whioh 
war*  to  male*  coordinated  attaok*.  Suoh  a plan  was  sound  for  trained  pilots. 
However,  ha  also  raalitad  that  as  a large  portion  of  hla  pilots  war*  now  and 
untrained  In  group  taotios,  th*  plan  was  of  doubtful  velua.  Ha  therefor*  da- 
oidad  to  modify  th*  diraotlva  by  dividing  tha  dive  bomber*  into  two  units,  one 

•AoUon  Report  A4th  lomb  TTqualron ' (UJ  data?  JunV  6th,  1^42  aignjd  Jamas  F,  T55TH  ns, 
Jr.,0apt.  (AC) 

♦•Mobil#  fore*  Detailed  Battle  Report  #6, ONI  Review, May  1947, pp.65-61  inol. 
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oempoaed  of  trained  pilot*,  th*  othor  composed  for  th*  Moot  port  of  uatrolaod 
pilot*,  but  lad  by  experienced  pilot*-  By  doing  thlo  ho  ho pod  to  aointoln,  la 
ot  least  ono  of  th*  too  attaok  unit*,  the  teamwork  of  tno  squodroa  whloh  hod 
olroody  boon  developed  through  training, 

Ao  hot  boon  polntod  out  oar  liar,  Commander  VMSB  241  doolded  to  aoke  oa 
ottook  froa  4,000  foot  with  o relooa*  point  below  BOO  foot  employing  gild* 
bombing  toehniqu*  laatood  of  dire  bombing  froa  high  altitude*. * In  making 
thlo  dooialoa  ho  rooliaod  that  o dive  bombing  ottook  la  auoh  aero  effootive 
than  o gild*  boabiag  ottook  If  th*  pilot*  or*  troln*d,  Howoror,  ho  folt  thot 
thla  ohong*  waa  n*o*aaory  for  th*  following  rooaonai 

w 

(1)  Th*  SB2U-9  wore  nearing  abaoleaoeno*  and  hod  b**a  r**trlot*d  to  speeds 
leaa  than  thoa*  obtained  la  o properly  executed  dir*  boabiag  ottook.  Consequently, 
they  hod  only  b**n  eitpleyed  in  prootio*  for  glide  bombing.  Although  th*  ap**d 
llaltotion  would  probably  not  obtain  la  bottle,  it  is  aot  wlie  to  train  for  on* 
typo  of  ottook  and  thoa,  whoa  bottlo  appears,  to  diooord  thot  for  onothor  typo 

of  ottook, 

(2)  The  SBD-2  piano*  hod  b*on  roo«iv*c!  but  oao  wook  oorlior  (26  May).  This 
foot,  oouplod  with  tho  n*o***ity  to  oonaorie  gooollao,  hod  permitted  only  a ono* 
hour  fomilioriiotion  flight  by  th*  pilot*  of  the**  piano*  and  no  training  la 
diva  boabiag, 

(3)  Only  thro*  pilots  hod  previously  flown  th*  3BD  plan*,* 

The  two  bomber  units  proooodod  Independently  toward*  th*  enemy.  Why  Commander 
VMSB  241  poraittod  thlo  situation  to  develop  is  aot  olsar,  but  it  is  possible  that 
ha  may  bavt  fait  that  ainoa  ha  was  not  aooompaaitd  by  a fighter  osoort,  ho  night 
have  a bettor  opportunity  of  gottlng  past  th*  onomy  fighters  with  two  groups 
operating  separataly  rather  than  with  oa*  ooaoontratod  group.  Whatever  may  have 
been  th*  rsaaoa,  It  did  not  prove  effootive,  for  instead  of  aaklng  a coordinated 
attack  tho  two  units  attaokod  about  oao  half  hour  apart. 

Commander  VUSB-241  led  th*  dlv*  bombers . Ha  sighted  th*  Japanao*  Mobile 
Poroe  at  0706  and  bagan  a high  spaod  approach.  Hi*  pita**  wore  immediately  at- 
tacked by  ewarmo  of  fighter*  whloh  ooaoontratod  on  tho  formation  loaders.  As  a 
result  of  thlo  attack  Commander  7USB-241  was  thot  down,  Th*  squadron  continued 
th*  attack  and  onoauntorod  heavy  a>  ; l-alroraft  fir*.  Tha  loader  of  tho  oooond 
aootlon  taoumod  oommand  and  aalootod  a large  oarrlor  whloh  was  taking  violent 
evasive  aotlom  so  th*  target.  Ho  nad*  a gild*  attaok  through  tho  heavy  olouds 
whloh  partially  •nreened  the  carrier,  a*  oaorgod  froa  th*  olouds  at  about  2000 
foot  and  found  hiaoolf  under  heavy  tiHill  oalibor  fir*.  Ho  pressed  homo  tho  at- 
taok with  hlo  unit,  whloh  dropped  fifteen  SOO-pound  bomb*.  Although  th*  loador 
claimed  two  dlraot  hlto  and  two  oloa*  mi  ease  on  th*  oarrlor,  Japanese  report* 
state  a*  hits  wore  mad*  la  this  attaok.**  Ho  rotirad  his  unit  under  poroistont 
attaok  by  aneuy  fighter*,  •■ploying  oloud  oovar  in  th*  retirement,  Bight,  of  the 
alxt**n  divo  bomber*  whloh  ooapoaod  thlo  unit  failed  to  rotura.  Of  the  eight 
whloh  returned,  two  were  so  badly  shot  up  ae  to  be  inoperative,  leaving  six  for 
futura  operations. 
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of  Midway  dated  June  12th,  1942, 

**Mobil*  Foroa  Detailed  Battle  Report  #6,  ONI  Review,  May  1947,  Dispatch  #337 
timed  1000  frtm  Commander  Mobil*  Poro*  to  CinO  Combined  Fleet,  page  22|  state*- 
meat  of  bomb  hlta  la  ABACI  at  1026  paga  23  and  Bneiqr  Aetion  and  Damage  suffered 
by  ue  A KAO  I page  56.  J { COUPIMiRTrAl 
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Tha  leader  of  the  SB2U  unit  lighted  the  enemy  foroe  at  0820  from  an 
altitude  of  13,000  foot  and  proooodod  to  an  attaok  petition.  Ho  lookod 
fcr  a oart'ierj  however,  hit  formation  waa  to  heavily  attacked  by  defend- 
ing Japanese  fighter*  that  in  order  to  attaok  at  all,  he  had  to  oommenoe 
his  dire  immediately.  He  saw  a battleship,  which  appears  to  have  been  the 
HARUNA. 

He  employed  glide  bombing  technique,  and  attaoked  through  heavy  anti- 
aircraft fire  from  the  battleihlp  and  other  supporting  ships  and  dropped 
eleven  600-pound  bombs'.  Hia  formation  waa  under  constant  harassment  from 
enemy  fightera,  which  attaoked  his  planet  throughout  thalr  divot  and  for  a 
oonalderabla  diatanoa  thereafter.  The  leader  of  the  SB2U-3  unit  olalmed 
two  direct  hits  on  the  battleship.  Aotuslly,  all  bombs  milted.  Four  of 
the  twelve  planet  whioh  competed  this  unit  failed  to  return.  Of  the  eight 
whloh  returned,  three  were  to  badly  shot  up  at  to  be  Inoperative,  leaving 
five  for  future  operations, 

• e * 

At  0600,  and  when  about  200  miltt  watt  of  Midway  en  route  to  attaok  tha 
Japanese  Oojupatlon  Foroe,  the  leader  of  the  B-l?  group  resolved  a menage 
in  plain  English  ohanging  hit  target  from  the  Oeoupation  Foroe  to  the  enemy 
oarriert.  The  message  gnve  the  oompoiition,  looation,  oourte  and  speed  of 
the  enemy  carrier  foroe.  He  therefore  altered  the  courto  of  hit  formation 
to  an  interception  oourte  with  that  foroe  and  began  climbing  for  altitude. 
Hia,group  at  this  time  oonsisted  of  fourteen  B-17't.  Ten  were  armed  with 
eight  600-pound  bomba  and  four  with  600-pound  bombt  fused  for  l/lO  aeoond 
delay.  While  sixteen  B-17't  took  off  initially,  two  mutt  have  returned  to 
the  field  for  tome  unknown  reason. 

At  0792  he  (lighted  the  enemy  task  foroe,  and  at  0810  he  wan  able  to 
distinguish  the  oarriert.  He  gave  the  order  to  attaok, 

Thlt  attaok  was  made  in  elements  of  three  plannt  from  altitude*  vary- 
ing from  20,000  to  23,000  feet.  Although  a few  Japanese  fightera  appeared, 
thay  did  not  Interfere  with  the  attaeka,  and  tha  antl-alroraft  fire  from  the 
Japanese  carrier  foroe  waa  ganarally  behind  aud  inaoourata.  After  the  attaok, 
the  leader  olalmed  at  iaast  five  hitj,  two  probable  hlte  and  nine  near  mittet 
on  aircraft  carriers.*  Again  no  hits  were  made  aooording  to  the  Japanese 
reoords,** 

All  B-17  planes  landed  at  Midway  by  0946, 


* * • 


This  oomplated  the  morning  air  attaoke  made  by  the  Midway  plane*.  It 
embraoed  attaok*  by  SBD-3,  882U-3,  B17,  TBF,  and  B-2t)  planes.  It  will  be 
noted  that  all  attacks  made  on  the  Japanese  Mobile  Foroe  by  these  plsnes 
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Foroe  Employment  at  Midway,  p.2. 

♦♦Mobile  Foroe  Detailed  Battle  Report  #6, ONI  Review, May  1947,pp,BB-81  inol. 
(Note  particularly  SORYU) 
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war*  entirely  unsupported  by  fighter  plane*,  end  that  all  attaok*  were 
mad*  independently  and  without  any  attempt  at  coordination.  There  appear* 
to  haw*  been  no  plan  for  coordination  of  the  attack* , and  no  Air  Group 
Strike  Commander  appointed  to  ooordii  ate  *uoh  attaok*.  The  fact  that  the 
TDF's  and  th*  B-26's  hit  the  Mobil*  Force  aimulteneouily,  appear*  to  hare 
been  purely  a fortuitou*  ciroumstanoe. 

It  will  also  be  noted  that  moat,  If  not  all*  of  th*  torpedo  plane* 
whioh  were  loat  were  ahot  down  by  Japan***  fighter*.  The  heavy  loaie*  sue- 
tained  in  thi*  manner  by  the  torpedo  plane*  were  due  in  a large  pert  to  the 
laok  of  fighter  support  end  »*rr*d  to  support  th*  belief,  then  gaining 
strength  among  the  American  commanders,  that  air  strike*  ae  wall  a*  naval 
surfaoe  or  *v*n  land  operation*,  war*  dependant  for  buoom*  on  looal  air 
superiority. 

JAPANESE  AIR  ATTACKS  OK  MIDWAY 

wOTawosyrre 

Prior  to  th*  above  ettaoka  by  Midway  planet  on  the  Japan***  Mobil*  Fore* 
and  to  tho  attaok  on  Midway  by  th*  Japan***  airoraft,  CNAS  Midway  wa*  making 
every  effort  to  prepare  Midway  for  th*  expected  attaok.  Hi*  principal  worry 
had  b**n  to  insure  that  th*  airfield  on  Eastern  Island  wr.*  oleered  of  all 
flyablo  airoraft  a*  soon  a*  radar  had  reported  the  approach  of  enemy  planes, 
Thi*  had  now  been  accomplished!  hi*  battle  station*  were  all  mannedi  and  he 
awaited  th*  attaok,  H*  began  to  reoelve  varioue  report*  of  planes  falling 
in  flamea,  and  he  realised  that  th*  air  battle  was  in  progress.  It  was  a 
tens*  moment  for  the  commanding  offioer.  If  hi*  fighter  plane*  and  pilots 
excelled  or  outnumbered  those  of  the  Japanese,  perhaps  the  attaok  might  not 
be  too  effeotive.  On  th*  other  hand,  should  the  snotty  be  stronger,  then 
Midway  waa  in  for  a terrific  pounding.  He  did  not  have  long  to  ponder,  for 
at  0032  the  first  bombs  fell  on  Eastern  Island,  During  th*  following  20 
minutes  a total  of  fourteen  bombs  were  dropped  or  that  island  by  both  hcriton- 
tal  and  dive  bomber*.  Other  bomb*  hit  Send  Island  whtrs  th*  Command  Center 
for  CNAS  Midway  was  looated,  Th#  Midway  defence  batteries  and  the  Motor 
Torpedo  Boats  gallantly  attempted  to  repel  thi*  attaok,  but,  although  they 
appear  to  have  accomplished  soma  damage  to  the  enemy  sttaoking  planes,  mart 
of  th*  etbaoklng  planes  got  through  to  do  serious  damage  to  the  Midway  in- 
stallations. The  defense  batteries  pioked  up  the  inoooiwg  enemy  planes  at 
SO, 000  yarda,-  and  tracked  them  oontinuously  from  that  time  on  in,  >p*nlng 
fir*  at  0031,  They  were  thereafter  oontinuously  informed  of  th*  looetion 
of  the  enemy  planes  by  radar. 

It  la  estimated  that  thirty  enemy  plane*  bombed  Eastern  Island.  The 
horisontal  bomber*  mad*  their  approeohee  in  Ve*  of  V**j.  Th*  leading  Vet 
appeared  to  be  in  good  format lou,  but  the  two  rear  Veea  were  ragged.  Approach 
waa  mad*  from  th*  northeaet.  Immediately  following  the  horisontal  bombing,  the 
dive  bombers  and  fightsrs  bombed  end  strafed.  After  thssc  atteoks  had  oeased, 
some  of  the  Japanese  fighters  remained  ever  Midway  bo  strafe  and  to  attaok  any 
planes  attempting  to  land  or  take  o^f , 
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The  damage  on  Midway  was  heavy , the  prlnoipal  items  being— -(a)  Power 
House  demolished,  outting  out  all  eleotrioal  supply,  (b;  Gas  lines  from 
main  gasoline  stowage  broken,  thus  isolating  large  gasoline  stowage  and 
starting  oil  fires,  (o)  One  rearming  pit  destroyed,  (d)  Command  Post  and 
Mess  Hall  heavily  damaged  throug,.  direct  hits,  (e)  Thr.-.  holes  in  the  run- 
ways, which  wora  readily  repaired,  and  (f)  Bomb  hits  in  the  violnity  of 
Blok  Bay  and  of  VMS3  engineering  tents,  (g)  Numerous  casualties  to  ground 
personnel. 

As  a result  of  the  destruction  of  the  power  house,  it  became  neoesaary 
to  use  the  auxiliary*  power  for  radio  ooramunioation  and  for  lighting  at  the 
Command  Post. 

Ona  of  ths  enemy  planes  shot  down  was  equipped  with  a camera.  The 
Japanese  had  apparently  learned  that  the  aoouraoy  of  a pilot's  observations 
as  to  the  effectiveness  of  his  attaoks  decreases  as  the  strength  of  the 
defense  increases,  and  that,  in  order  to  properly  arm  their  aircraft  for 
subsequent  attaoks,  photographic  interpretation  of  the  facilities  waa  re- 
quired. 


OPERATIONS  AT  MIDWAY 
0946  June  4th  to  2400  June  4th 


By  0946  all  surviving  planes  which  had  attacked  the  Mobile  Ferae  had 
landed  at  Midway,  Some  of  the  planes  whiofi  landed  there  we r«>  not  service- 
able thereafter  due  to  damage  by  enony  fire.  The  planea  remaining  operative 
appear  to  have  been  two  F2A-3,  one  P4F-3,  fourteen  B-l?'s,  six  SBD-2  and 
five  SB2b'-3--a  total  of  twenty-eight  planes  of  all  types.  It  appears  that  on 
additional  0-17,  which  was  employed  for  long  range  reconnaissance,  was  also 
aval  1 able. 

All  serviceable  planeB  vara  refueled  and  rearmed.  The  B-17'swere 
the  last  to  be  refueled.  The  fueling  was  slow  beoause  ths  Japanese  air 
attack  had  destroyed  the  distribution  line  to  one  of  the  two  fuel  tanks  in 
whioh  about  70,000  gallons  of  gasoline  was  isolatod.  Only  two  gasoline  trucks 
were  available.  Most  of  the  fueling  was  done  from  drums  with  hand  pumps. 

While  the  fueling  of  the  B-17'b  was  lmderway,  the  radar  pioked  up  oome  planes 
coming  in  from  ths  north.  Then,  at  1121,  twelve  planes  ware  sighted  approach- 
ing  from  0°  (T).  These  planes  began  jettisoning  their  bombs  in  the  water 
about  ten  miles  outside  the  Midway  atoll  reef  as  an  ovidenoe  of  their  friendly 
character.  However,  despite  this,  Midway  sounded  an  air  raid  alarm  at  1123„ 
These  strange  planes  were  take",  under  fire  by  the  local  anti-aircraft  butteries 
at  this  tine,  and  three  of  them  were  damaged  by  this  fire.*  Finally,  their 
friendly  oharaotur  was  recognised,  and  they  were  allowed  to  land.  They  turned 
out  to  be  elevon  planea  of  V3-a  from  the  HORNET.  There  had  been  fourteen  of 
tnesc  I'lenea,  but  as  thoy  neared  Midway,  two  of  them  landed  in  tho  sea  and 
one  landed  in  tho  lagoou  beoause  of  fuel  exhaustion. 

Shortly  after  this  CNAS  Midway  rnestimsted  his  situation.  The  following 
basio  information  was  available  to  him: 

(a)  One  carrier'  of  the  Japanese  Mobile  Force  was  believed  to  huve  been 
damaged  by  the  Army  Air  Force. 

tWar  Mary,  VE~  SquaAroa  8,  Juno  134i. 
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(b)  One  American  carrier,  the  YORKTCfTN,  had  been  damaged  by  the 
Japanese  In  an  attaek  on  TF  IT. 

He  determined  from  this  that  the  two  oarrlers  of  TF  16  would  have  to 
deal  with  the  three  apparently  undameged  oarrlers  of  the  Unbile  Force.  In 
addition  to  this,  he  had  a report  of  s possible  eneny  carrier  with  destroyer 
esoort  which  had  been  reported  as  bearing  262°  (T),  distant  SSO  miles  from 
Midway,  of  four  oruisers  on  bearing  265°  (T),  of  battleships  to  the  north* 
west,  and  of  a large  force  to  the  west  (the  Ooeupation  Force).  He  believed 
that  all  of  these  foroes  were  dosing  Midway.  At  this  time,  CNAS  Midway  had 
not  rsoeived  any  reports  oonoerning  damage  to  enemy  carriers  from  the  Midway 
Marine  Air  Croups.  However,  he  knew  that  the  Marine  Air  Groups  had  suffered 
extremely  heavy  losses,  end  he  believed  that  their  attack  had  baen  broken  up 
before  reaching  the  enemy.  Marino  pilots  had  reported  by  voice  to  their 
headquarters  on  Eastern  Island.  These  reports  for  some  unexplained  reason 
ware  delayed  for  sevoral  hours  reaohing  CHAS  Midway  on  Sand  Island.* 

CNAS  Midway  realisad  that  his  air  power  was  now  so  greatly  reduced  as 
to  be  praotioally  ineffective  against  the  enemy  who  had  already  baaten  off 
the  ettaok  of  his  Midway  planes.  An  stated  previously,  he  now  had  only  three 
operational  fighter  planes.  He  felt.  In  view  of  the  above  situation,  that 
he  would  be  heavily  bombarded  by  surface  vessels  by  sunset.  Ho  therefore 
daoidod  to  svaouate  all  aaaroh  pianos  and  personnel  not  considered  neoessary 
to  the  functioning  of  the  air  station,  and  gave  the  senior  offloor  present 
of  the  eearoh  plane  group  orders  to  depart  with  all  remaining  patrol  planes 
and  to  oollsot  these  at  Laysan  and  Lisianski  Islands,  and  to  aot  on  his  own 
initiative  thereafter.  This  deoislon  by  CNAS  Midway  appear*  sound,  as  the 
search  planes  had  served  their  purpose  at  Midway.  If  they  remained  there 
they  stood  an  sxoallsnt  ohanoa  of  being  destroyed.  They  oould  be  employed 
in  later  phases  of  this  action  if  removed  to  a safer  area. 

At  1263  tha  eeni^r  officer  present  of  the  B-17  group  reported  that  unless 
otherwise  direoted  seven  B-17's  would  be  sent  to  Pearl  because  there  were  only 
eight  protective  revetments  on  Midway  for  the  B-17's,  and  beoauea  of  engine 
difficulties.  This  message  whioh  appears  to  have  been  received  at  the  Command 
Center  was  overlooked  by  CNAS  Midway  for  reasona  of  "turmoil",  and  he  failed 
to  reply  to  It.  Therefore,  the  SOP  of  the  B-17  Croup  felt  authorised  to 
proofed  without  further  delay  and  direoted  six  B-17's  to  return  to  Pearl 
Harbor.* 

CNAS  Midway  reports  that  about  30  minutes  after  he  hud  direoted  the 
senior  offioar  prasent  of  the  soar oh  plane  group  to  depart  Midway  "the 
picture  changed  with  etnrtling  rapidity"  as  more  oombat  information  was  re- 
ceiv'd from  ths  Marine  Air  Croup.**  Thie  information  was  that  Marine  planes 
had  started  fires  on  two  Japanese  carriers  and  one  battleship.  CNAS  Midway 
then  direoted  PBY  1Y58  which  had  Just  completed  s searoh  on  bearing  296°  (T), 
distant  300,  to  searoh  the  oeotor  with  a median  bearing  of  336°  (T)  from  Midway. 

•Report  of  6dr.  Logan  C.'  Ramsey, tjfcto  to  0II<0!kC,  subject.  Air  6perations  of  Midway 
Defense  Foroes  during  Battle  of  Midway,  Serial  0027  dated  June  15,1942,  p.5. 
♦•Same  report  as  above,  p.6. 
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At  1600  the  four  available  operational  B-17's,  to  be  called  group 
cue,  each  armed  with  eight  600-pound  tombs,  wore  ordered  to  take  oft  and 
attack  the  ocnvoy  approaching  from  266°  (T),  whose  er^l-iated  1700  position 
was  26b  miles  from  Midway. 

At  1668  PBY-.l  V68  reported  three  burring  ships  plus  two  oruisers  bearing 
320°  (T),  distant  170  miles  from  Midway.  It  la  of  interest  to  note  that  this 
oontaot  was  only  10  miles  away  from  the  position  of  the  Mobile  Foroe  as  reported 
at  0530.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  more  than  10  hours  had  elapsed 
between  these  two  patrol  plane  oontaots,  and  £ hours  had  elapsed  alnoe  the 
last  oarrier  attaok  had  been  made  on  the  Mobile  Foroe  in  that  position.  During 
this  time  it  appear*  that  no  tracking  information  was  available  either  to  CNAS 
Midway  or  to  the  Commander  Striking  Foroe.  It  also  appears  that  this  1568  oon- 
taot report  was  not  received  by  the  Striking  Foroe  Commander. 

In  oontrast,  it  Is  noteworthy  that  Commander  Japanese  Mobile  Foroe.  despite 
his  operational  loss  of  four  oarriere  and  the  absence  of  long  range  land  based 
search  planes,  kept  the  Striking  Foree  under  almost  continuous  observation  from 
the  time  first  sighted  until  darkness.  This  was  done  by  observation  and  soout- 
lng  planes  fron  his  battleships  and  oruisers,  and  indioatos  the  high  state  of 
training  in  this  type  of  work  within  the  Mobile  Foroe. 

CNAS  Midway  directed  the  Strike  Leader  of  the  B-17  Croup,  which  wae  en 
route  to  attaok  the  Japanese  Occupation  Force,  to  attack  the  foroe  with  the 
burning  ships  to  the  northwest  rather  than  the  original  objeotive,* 

At  1610  six  B-17's,  to 'be  oalled  group  two,  en  route  from  Pearl  Harbor  to 
Midway  with  a half  load  of  bombs  (4  600-pound  bombs  eaoh)  were  ordered  to 
"attaok  damaged  enemy  oarrier"  reported  bearing  320°  (X),  distant  170  miles 
from  Midway,  The  leader  of  this  group  stated,  "About  16  miles  sast  of  Midway 
at  approximately  1700  deooded  massage  which  read— attack  damaged  enemy  oarrier 
bearing  332°  (T),  distant  170  miles."  Ho  turned  to  an  interception  ocurse  end 
later  picked  up  a task  foroe  which  was  composed  of  one  large  and  on*  email  CV, 
twc  CA'e  and  five  CD1*,.  He  reported  that-  the  large  OV  was  burning  and  wae  under 
rUaok,  as  splaehes  were  observed  in  the  target  area.  He  did  not  know  that 
other  B-17 1 a from  Midway  jrers  also  attaoking  at  the  same  time. 

Meanwhile,  the  leader  of  group  one,  who  had  arrived  at  the  burning  ships 
at  1020,  reported  sighting  a burning  oarrier  and  a burning  oapital  ship  In 
oompany  with  undamaged  oruisers  and  destroyer*.  As  sunset  was  approaohing  he 
deoided  to  atteok  a oruiser.  At  abou.  1830  he  made  on  attaok  on  that  vessel 
from  26.0CC  feet  in  a olosSd  Vee  formation,  and  was  surprised  to  reoelve  no 
fighter  or  anti-aircraft  opposition.  Hi  claimed  two  hits  on  oruisera  but  there 
la  no  confirmation  from  'Tapanr.ee1  souroes.  It  developed  that  No.2  end  Mo.  4 planes 
hud  failed  to  drop  with  the  Loader,  *o  he  diraoted  those  planes  to  pull  out 
of  .formation  and  attaok  singly.  The  results  of  this  seoond  attaok  were  not  ob. 
served.  In  these  attaok* r a total  of  twenty-eight  600-pound  bombs  were  dropped.** 


_ *r  •'Ogv.i  c.  iiamasy 
Midway  Defense  Foroe*  during  the  Battle  of  Midway,  Ser.0027,  June  16,1842,  p.4. 
**Aotlon  Report  TJ.S.  Airoraft  Battle  of  Midway,  Reports  signed,  Willard  0.  Wood- 
bury.lst  Lt.(AC)  131st  Bonbing  Group,  Walter  0,  3we*uey, Jr,,Lt.Col.(AC),  B.&. 
Allen, Lt. Col, (AO),  Paul  I.  Williams,  lit  Lt.(AC),  June  4,  1842. 
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Fir*  ad  nut* a after  th*  above  attack,  tha  leader  of  B-l?  group  two 
attacked  from  out  of  tha  aun  In  two  3-plane  elements  at  1835  and  1840  from 
3000  to  3600  feet.  This  was  » low  altitude  for  high-level  bombers,  but 
th*  leader  stated  that  his  fuel  supply  was  so  low  as  to  preclude  ulimbing 
to  a high  level.  Of  the  twenty-four  500-pound  bombs  carried  by  thee*  planes, 
only  eight  were  dropped,  due  to  malfunctioning  of  the  reverse  meohanlama. 

The  planes  strafed  the  Japanese  ships  in  passing.  In  this  attaok  these  bombers 
met  anti-airoraft  fir*  whioh  did  some  slight  damage  to  all  six  planes,  but 
there  were  no  personnel  oasuelties.  After  the  attaok  was  over,  Japanese 
fighters  attaoked  the  bombing  group,  but  did  no  damage.  The  leader  of  group 
two  olaimsd  having  made  one  hit  on  a CV  and  one  on  a destroyer  and  two  near 
misses.*  Japanese  information  on  this  subject  is  meager,  but  it  appears  thst 
no  hits  were  made.** 

Two  additional  B-17's  eaoh  armed  with  eight  500-pound  bombs  whose 
departure  had  been  delayed  at  Midway  due  to  engine  trouble  and  whioh  had  taken 
off  at  1620  with  orders  to  attaok  tha  carrier  to  the  northwest,  arrived  over 
a burning' carrier  at  about  the  same  time  as  the  other  two  B-17  groups  end  de- 
livered attaaks  from  10,000  feet  against  light  anti-airoraft  fir*  and  slight 
fighter  opposition.  They  reported  making  four  runs  on  a BB,  CV,  CA  and  DO 
respectively  and  dropped  sixteen  bombs.  As  s result  they  olaimed  two  hits 
on  a CV,  one  on  a BB,  and  five  near  misses.***  Both  planes  suffered  some  anti- 
airoraft  damage,  but  no  personnel  damage.  There  is  no  confirmation  of  these 
olaims  from  Japanese  souroos.** 

Upon  completion  of  these  attacks  all  three  B-17  groups  landed  at  Midway. 
They  reported  that  the  taction  of  the  Japanese  ships  in  avoiding  high  level 
bombing  atteok  consisted  of  steaming  at  high  speeds  while  making  short  turn- 
ing maneuvers  whioh  added  up  to  a complete  cirole  in  each  cess.  The  Japanese 
ships  also  appeared  to  make  continuous  efforts  to  obtain  th*  protection  of 
cloud  oover. 


* * * 

During  the  time  nat  the  B-17's  were  proceeding  to  attaok  the  damaged 
oarrler  group,  P3Y-1V43— whioh  had  made  the  1658  report,  now,  at  1745, 
amplifiod  that  report  as  follows,  "three  burning  nhips  are  Japanese  carriers! 
not  damaged,  two  enemy  oruieers,  four  destroyers  bearing  320°  ( T ) , distent 
170  miles."  CNAS  Midway  decided  to  attaok  this  foroo  with  VWDB  Z41  employing 
all  available  dive  bombers,  but  he  felt  that  the  consequences  as  to  costs  in 
a daylight  attack  as  demonstrated  in  the  forenoon  attaoks,  were  too  grant 
without  adequate  fighter  protection.  Ho  therefore  on  the  advioe  of  the 
Commander  VMSB-241  decided  to  make  a night  attack  where  fighters  would  not  be 
effective. ••»*  Ho  appreciated  the  difficulties  of  night  dive  bombing,  but  the 

•Xotlon  Report -U  .£ . Aircraft  «?5ettl  e o/'Miciway-'Reprrts  signed  Ernest  R.  ManierreT 
Capt.(AC);  N.  Whitaker,  Capt.(AC)j  Otto  R.  Haney, 1st  Lt.(Ac)i  Jaok  D.  Whidden, 
1st  Lt»  (AC)j  dated  June  4th,l!H3,  Also  Special  Reports  by  Capt.  Msnisrre  dsted 
9 June  194?,  and  by  Capt.  N,  Whitaker  dated  0 June. 

••Mobile  Foroe  Detailed  Battle  Report  #6, ONI  Review,  May  1947,  p.BC-Gl  inol. 
***Hdq,  7th  Air  Foroe  ltr  dated  It  July  1942,  subj.  Operations  Report  Mr  Foroe 
Employment  at  Midway,  p.2-3, 

•♦♦♦Executive  Officere  Report,  Marine  Alror&ft  0 • . Coooni  Marine  Aircraft 

Wing,  NAB  Midway,  Battle  of  Midway,  June  7th, 
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Squadron  Cowhand* r felt  that  tha  Illumination  provided  by  tha  burning 
oarriera  would  make  tha  oparationa  faaaible.  Ha  launohad  tha  attack  group 
conaiatlng  of  a lx  SBD-2  and  fir*  SB2U-S  plana*,  but  dua  to  darknaaa  and 
oraroaat  aky  and  to  the  faot  that  two  of  tha  oarriera  had  aunk,  tha  attaole 
group  waa  unable  to  loouto  tha  targata  and  tharafora  returned  to  Midway. 

The  oarrier  SORYU^  appear a to  have  aunk  at  1920  and  tha  AXAOI  at  1926. 

While  returning,  the  SBD  group  bocame  aeparated  from  tho  8B2U  group 
when  about  40  ailea  from  Midway,  and  landed  at  2200  without  inoident.  The 
loader  of  the  SB2U  group,  on  the  other  hand,  while  letting  down  through  an 
oraroaat  from  10,000  feat,  went  into  a ataap  right  turn  and  loat  altitude 
to  BOO  feet  at  whiah  time  wing  uien  pulled  away,  the  leader  oraahed  into  the 
aaa,  the  formation  broke  up  and  the  pllota  baoama  loat.  With  tha  aid  of 
aaarohlighta,  oil  firaa,'  and  homing  deriooa  all  planaa  exoapting  tha  leader 
finally  rotumed  aafely  by  0145. 

a * * 

Meanwhile,  at  1920  CHAS  Midway  daoidad  to  employ  hla  motor  torpedo 
boat*  aa  an  atcaok  aquadron  and  aant  a aquadron  of  nine  MTB'a  from  Midway 
and  two  MTB<a  from  Kura  Ialand  to  attaok  tha  taak  foroa  containing  tha 
burning  oarriera.  They  were  unable  to  looate  tha  target.  With  tha  ooming 
of  daylight  they  ooamenoed  their  return  to  Midway.* 

Tiff  STRIKIHO  FORCE 
0000  June  4th  to  24&fl  June  4th 

Amerioan 


Commander  Striking  Foroe  (CTF  17)  with  TPi  16  and  17  oontinued  on  bate 
oourae  210°  (T),  apeed  13.6  knots,  algaagging  toward*  an  0430  poaitlon  in 
Lat.  31o-30'  H.,  Long.  17e°-30'  W.,  whioh  poaitlon  bora  013°  (T),  diatant 
202  mi la a from  Midway. 

Tha  reaaona  for  heading  toward*  thia  poaitlon  ar*  altar.  In  tha  flrat 
plane  CTF  17  oonaidared  hia  altuatlon  after  the  Midway  eaaroh  plana  had  re- 
ported tha  enemy  "Main  Body*  aa  bearing  261°  (l),  diatant  700  miles  from  Mid- 
way at  0920  June  3rd.  and  had  daoidad  from  tha  information  available  that 
thia  "Main  Body"  waa  not,  in  faot,  tha  Main  Body  at  all  but  waa  lnataad  an 
enemy  tranaport  group.  8eoondly,  ha  fain  that  tha  enemy  oarrier  foroa  would 
atlll  ooaa  from  the  northwaat.  aa  lndloated  in  tha  original  lntalllgano*.  and 
that  it  would  launoh  an  all-out  air  attaok  againat  Midway  about  dawn  on  June 
4th.  It  would  than  oontinuo  into  the  wind,  axpaotad  to  b*  from  the  aoutheaat. 

In  order  to  oloae  Midway  and  apeed  recovery  of  ita  plane*  for  aubaequent  attaok. 
Thirdly,  he  knew  that  he  muat  atrika  tha  enemy  oarriera  before  they  ware  able 
bo  launoh  a awoond  attaok,  in  order  to  prevent  further  damage  to  Midway  and  to 
lnaure  hla  own  safety.  Finally,  ha  aasma  to  have  aaaumed  that  hla  preaenoe  waa 
unknown  to  tha  eaaity.  In  thia  he  waa  oorraot. 

•ffoamander  Motor  Torpedo  Boat  Squadron  OsssT" Aotion  Report  Battle  of  Midway, 
Serial  003  of  June  9th,  1942,  pp.l  and  2, 
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In  light  of  the  above*  CTF  17  had  ohoaan  a 04S0  daylight  poaition 
for  launohing  whioh  would  plaoa  him,  if  hi*  intelligence  wa*  oorreot, 
on  tha  aaatara  flank  of  tha  enemy's  daylight  launohing  poaition.  In 
ohooaing  thia  position  h*  hopad  to  aroid  detection  by  Japaneae  aearoh 
plane*  until  after  the  Japaneae  attack  group*  had  baoome  oommittad  to 
the  Midway  attaok.  At  the  same  time  he  hoped  that  he  would  be  near 
enough  to  the  Japaneae  oarrlera  to  permit  the  Amerioan  oar ri era  to 
deliver  an  attaok  before  the  Japaneae  air  attack  group*  had  had  time  to 
lend  aboard*  rofual,  rearm*  and  launoh*  It  ia  of  interact  to  note  that 
the  Japaneae  plan  provided  for  the  oontingenoy  that  Amerioan  aurfaoe  foroea 
might  be  in  the  area  and  Commander  Mobile  Fore*  waa  prepared  for  them*  He 
not  only  launohed  a aearoh*  but  he  refined  on  board  a atrong  air  atriking 
foroc  armed  with  torpedo**  and  bomba  auitable  against  aurfaoe  ahlpa  for  uae 
againat  any  auoh  fore*  reported* 

Commander  Striking  Foroe  waa  alao  oonoemed  with  the  situation  should 
the  eneny  approach  from  the  north  and  oast.  Ha  had  been  informed  that  he 
was  expected  to  guard  the  eastern  flank  of  the  180°  aeotor  aearoh  from 
Midway*and  he  waa  now  oonoerned  in  asoertaining  what  aearohes  were  neoesaary 
at  thia  time  for  accomplishing  this.  H*  appear*  to  have  realised  also  that 
should  the  Japanese  approach  Midway  from  the  north  or  eastward*  the  Striking 
Foroe  would  no  longer  be  on  the  flank  of  the  Japaneae  Mobile  F roe,  but  would 
Instead  be  between  that  foroe  and  Midway.  In  thia  oaae  the  Japanese  might 
disoover  his  foroe  and  attaok  it  before  attaoklng  Midbey.  Thia  was  a dlatinot 
Japanese  capability,  and  Commander  Striking  Foroe  reoogniaed  its  danger  to 
himself.  He  therefor*  decided  to  oonduot  a dawn  aearoh  from  the  YORXTOIfN  in 
the 'northern  aemi-oirole  (180°  aeotor)  to  a radius  of  100  miles,**  whioh  radius 
added  to  the  Striking  Foroe'a  distano*  from  Midway  would  oover  the  attaok 
radius  of  the  Japanese  planes.  He  alao  deoided  to  maintain  the  ENTERPRISE 
and  the  HORNET  in  a atandby  oondltloa  with  pilots  in  the  ready  room  and  planea 
on  deok  readied  for  immediate  launohing. 

Aa  the  Striking  Foroe  approached  its  0430  launohing  position,  the  wind 
waa  S knots  from  the  southeast— the  olouda  were  oumulu*  and  four-tenths  over- 
oast,  the  visibility  exoellent  and  the  aea  smooth.  At  this  time  the  Japanese 
Mobile  Foroe  was  closing  on  a converging  oourse  whioh  was  to  plaoe  it  bearing 
283°  ( T ) , distant  215  from  the  Striking  Foroe  at  0430.  The  Mobile  Foroe  had 
already  launohed  its  attaok  on  Midway.  At  0431,  in  aooordano*  with  plan,  the 
YOHKTCNRI  launohed  ten  VBB  to  aearoh  the  northern  riemi-olrol*  to  a radius  of 
100  mils  a.  (Diagram  "D-l") . 

At  0534  OTF  16  intercepted  a radio  report  from  a Midway  search  plan*  3V58 
to  Midway,  stating  simply,  "Enemy  carriers."  This  was  a flash  oontaot  whioh 
appears  to  be  the  first  information  whioh  he  had  reoelved.  However,  there  was 
more  to  follow.  At  0845  he  Intercepted  another  report  from  the  same  plane* 
"Many  enemy  planes  heading  Midway  bearing  320,  distant  160",  and  at  0603  he 
reoeived  a report  from  plane  4V58  sent  at  0652  which  stated,  "Two  oarrlera 
and  battleships  bearing  3200,  distant  180,  oourse  135,  speed  26."  Thia  latter 

*CINC£a6  Operation  Wan  29-42, Serial  01l4  W oi  H May  1942,  p.fl. 

**Aotlon  Report  UBS  YORKTClWN,  Battle  of  Midway,  18  June  1042,  p.l 
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report,  a most  vital  ons,  waa  an  amplifying  report  to  an  original  oontaot 
reoeived  by  Midway  at  0530  but  not  by  either  CTF  16  or  CTF  IV.  This 
probably  reeulted  beoauee  the  0530  oontaot  had  been  eent  in  oode.  The  0652 
amplifying  report  waa  in  plain  English,  and  therefore  reoeived  early  etten- 
tion.  Del ay a of  thia  nature  in  the  deooding  and  delivering  of  important 
messages  are  aerloua  at  any  tine,  but  in  air  warf\re  where  minute*  and  eeoonda 
have  auoh  a vital  effeot  on  relative  poaltion,  they  oen  be  an  important  con- 
tributing faotor  to  the  defeat  or  vlotory  of  any  force*  Plain  English, 
authenticated,,  would  have  saved  vital  minutes  in  thle  oaae.  It  is  presumed 
that  the  above  reports  were  also  reoeived  by  Commander  Striking  Faro#  although 
due  to  the  lose  of  the  YORITflflN  reoorde  are  not  available  to  corroborate. 

The  Striking  Foroe  at  0632  was  on  an  eastarly  oourea  following  the  move- 
ments of  the  YORKTOWN,  will  oh  was  oloeing  "Point  Option"*  oreparatory  to  land- 
ing har  searoh  planes.  At  0607  CTF  17  direoted  CTF  16  to,  "Prooeed  southwesterly 
and  attaok  enemy  carriers  when  definitely  located,"  The  reeeon  for  "when 
definitely  looated"  is  not  olear,  but  it  may  indioate  that  CTF  17  did  not  trust 
the  air  report,  and  desired  that  CTF  16  obtain  a .confirmation  before  launohing 
his  attaok.  Parhaps  he  woe  mindful  of  the  intelligence  errors  in  the  Battle 
of  the  Coral  Sea,  whioh  by  indioating  that  all  three  Japanese  carriers  reported 
to  be  in  the  area  wore  to  the  northwest,  nearly  caused  him  to  be  oaught  by  sur- 
prise. TF  17  eontinuod  on  to  the  eastward  until  0630  when  the  YORKTOWN 
recovered  her  search  planes, 

Meanwhile,  et  0600  and  before  receipt  of  thia,  CTF  17  dlreotive,  CTF  16 
began  to  turn  to  the  westward.  At  0614  in  obedience  to  the  dlreotive  he 
changed  to  oourea  240°  (T)  and  headed  for  the  enemy  oontaot  at  2E  knots.  Hie 
oombet  petrol  of  eight  VF  from  the  HORNET  waa  overhead,  having  been  launched 
about  one  half  hour  before  sunrise.  It  was  the  practloe  to  ohang*  the  onmbat 
air  patrol  every  two  hours.  His  oarrier  air  groups  were  on  deck  and  reedy  for 
take-off.  The  enemy  was  bearing  247°  (T),  distant  176  miles  from  TF  16 t air 
aotion  was  imminent.  He  waa  now  faced  with  the  necessity  of  making  a vitally 
important  decision.  He  had  to  determine  whether  he  should  launoh  his  attaok 
now  at  the  extreme  range  of  hie  torpedo  planet  and  without  further  verifica- 
tion of  the  enemy  poaltion  and  oompesition,  or  whether  he  should  wait  until 
the  range  had  shortened  and  more  .nformatlon  had  beoome  available.  Although 
the  mental  prooeaa  followed  by  CTF  16  in  arriving  at  a deolsicn  le  not  fully 
explained,  it  w.jld  appear  that  he  realised  any  unnecessary  delay  in  launch- 
ing hl«  attacks  might  have  moet  unfortunate  reeultej  that  in  oarrier  warfare, 
time  in  of  the  esaenoei  and  that  his  greatest  ohanos  for  safety  lay  in  striking 
the  enemy  first.  Other  important  considerations  worst  Was  the  reported  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy  carriers  oorreotT  Was  ths  Japaness  attaok  committed  to 
Midway,  or  oould  it  be  diverted  to  attaok  the  American  oarriersT  Wae  his 
presence  known  to  the  enemy?  Would  his  attaok  groups  break  radio  silenoa  onoe 
they  had  been  launohed  and  thereby  make  his  pressnoe  known?  Actually,  the 
reported  position  of  the  enemy  oarrier*  wee  in  error.  It  wee  40  miles  south- 
east of  the  actual  position.  Therefor*  the  dlstanoe  by  run-up  whioVt  separated 
ths  Japanese  Mobil*  Foroe  and  the  American  Striking  Force  at  0600  was  not  176 
miles,  but  202  miles.  It  la  possible  that  the  Japanese  air  attaok  deatlnad  for 
Midway  might  have  been  diverted  against  the  American  oarrier*.  This  depended 
on  when  the  Japanese  discovered  TF  16.  The  Japanese  flense  had  a much  greater 
radlue  of  aotion  than  did  the  American  plsnas.  CT*  19' s presence  wa*  not 

•iSs. Option  is  an  imaginary  point  moving  on  a speoified  eourse  and  speed  suoh  that 
at  any  inrtant  It  represents  ths  prsdioted  position  of  ths  oarrier,  or  of  the 
guide  of  e oarrier  taek  group,  or  of  the  guide  test  group,  with  an  allowable 
arror  of  less  than  one  half  the  radius  of  visibility. 
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known  to  the  enemy  at  tht*  time,  t b aeverel  bogies  had  been  pioked  up  on 
the  soreen  and  ha  oould  not  ba  aura. 

Ea  nay  hay®  given  oonaldaratlon  to  tha  obvious  advantage  whloh  aooruaa 
to  a oomander  who  oan  oatoh  an  enemy  oarrtar  with  lta  plana®  on  daok  being 
fueled  and  rearmed,  Thio  would  have  naoaasitatad  delaying  hie  air  attacks 
until  sufficient  time  had  elapsed  for  tha  enemy's  planes  whloh  had  attacked 
Midway  to  return  to  their  oarrlera.  It  also  plaoed  his  task  foroe  in  serious 
jeopardy,  for,  while  waiting,  a Japanese  air  attaok  night  well  strike  his 
foroe,  However,  despite  tha  shore  considerations  tha  controlling  faotor  la 
making  his  deoision  to  close  tha  range  appears  to  have  bean  tha  conbat  radius 
of  the  torpedo  planes  whioh  was  about  176  alias. 

Whatever  the  reason,  CTF  16  decided  to  take  a oaloulated  risk  and  delay 
the  launching  of  his  attaok  groups  for  about  1 hour*  this  was  a courageous 
decision,  and  one  whioh  paid  off  handsomely.  It  was  an  excellent  demonetra* 
tion  of  the  will  of  the  Commander i that  quality  which,  in  conjunotlon  with 
tha  mental  ability  to  understand  what  is  required,  enables  the  Commander  to 
ensure  for  his  oommand  every  possible  advantage  whioh  can  be  obtained. 

At  0700,  having  reoeived  no  verification  of  the  envoy' s position,  but 
being  fairly  oonfident  of  its  looation  baoause  of  the  reports  from  Midway 
search  planes,  CTF  16  now  estimated  that  the  Japanese  Mobile  Force  was  bearing 
269°  (T),  distant  165  miles  from  his  foroe.  He  ooamenced  launching  his  air 
attaok  groups  at  0706  from  both  his  oarrlera.  The  order  of  launohing  was, 

(1)  fighters  for  oombat  air  patrol,  (£}  dive  bombers,  (8)  fighters  to  aoooa- 
paay  the  torpedo  planes  and  \l)  torpedo  planes.  The  lest  plane  left  the 
ENTERPRISE  at  0806,  It  took  mora  than  ona  hour  to  launoh  the  attaok  groups. 

At  about  0648  prior  to  ths  launohing  of  its  planes,  TF  16  ssparatsd  into 
two  task  groups,*  Ons,  to  bs  oallod  the  ENTERPRISE  Oroup,  consisted  of  the 
ENTERPRISE,  NORTHAMPTON , VINCENNES,  PENSACOLA,  BALOH,  BENHAM,  ALWYN,  MONAOHAN, 
PHELPS | the  other  to  be  oalled  the  HORNET  Croup,  oonalsted  of  HORNET,  MINNEA- 
POLIS, NOT  ORLEANS.  ATLANTA,  MAURI,  SLLET,  WORDEN,  CONYNOHAM.  The  reason  fdr 
this  is  that  it  waa  usual  in  TF  in  whan  launohing  and  rteoverlng  planes  and 
whan  air  attaok  was  expsoted,  to  separate  into  single  earrier  task  groups  with 
ths  result  that  oarriara  on  ooaaaions  bsoams  widely  separated.  The  advantage 
to  be  gained  appear*  to  have  been  bated  on  the  idea  that  a single  oarrier  task 
group,  with  lta  own  soraen  and  maneuvering  generally  without  elgnal,  would  be 
bettar  able  to  defeat  air  attaoks  than  would  a oarrier  foroe  oonelstlng  of 
two  or  more  oerricre.  Later  when  more  AA  weapons  and  soreaning  vassals  beoam* 
available,  taotloa  were  ohangsd  whersby  the  oarriers  remained  together  whan 
under  attaok.  It  waa  found  that  oloa*  proximity  of  oarriers  impossd  rs- 
atriotlons  on  thsir  freedom  of  eoMon  due  to  possible  interfereno*  with  eaoh 
other.  On  the  other  hand,  wide  stparatlon  imposed  a reduced  AA  defense  not 
only  in  guns  but  also  in  oombat  air  patrol,  as  ths  planes  avallablt  to  protsot 
ths  task,  foros  were  neoessarily  divided  among  the  single  oarrier  task  groups, 

TF  16  Carrier  Task  Force  instruotiona  in  effeot  at  this  time  provided  for 
aeperatlon  into  single  oarrier  groups  prior  to  expeoted  air  attaok, 

*iot ion  Report  Comaader  Cru'dlv’Tl,  Battle  of  Uiiwey,  Serial  068,  June  11th, lrtd- 
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Tha  ENTERPRISE  tad  HORHST  teak  group*  one  a they  had  aaparatad  remained 
aaparatad  until  1930  although  tha  order  to  form  AA  formation  11V  waa  axaoutad 
at  0633.  Thay  mar#  aaparatad  at  timaa  by  aa  little  aa  aavaral  thouaanda  of 
yard*,  and*  at  time*,  by  ma  mu oh  aa  20  alias. 

Tha  ENTERPRISE  attaok  group  oonaintad  of  fifteen  diva  bonbar*  of  Bombing 
Squadron  6)  seventeen  diva  bonbar a of  Sooutiag  Squadron  6 plus  tha  Air  Oraup 
Oo— anlari  fourteen  torpado  plana  a of  Tordedo  Squadron  Sj  and  tan  flghtara  of 
fight lag  Squadron  6.  Tha  fiftaan  diva  bomb or a vara  armad  with  ona  1000-pound 
bomb  eaohj  tha  aavantaan  diva  boabara  and  tha  AGO  plana  with  ona  500-pound 
bomb  amok,  llavan  of  thas*  lattar  diva  bonbar i alao  oarriad  two  100-pound 
bomba  in  addition*  Saab  torpado  plana  aarriad  ona  torpado.  Tha  HORNET  attaok 
group  aonaiated  af  thirty-four  diva  boabara  of  VB  Squadron  8 and  vs  Squadron  8» 

.fifteen  torpado  plnnaa  of  VT  Squadron  8}  and  tan  flghtara  of  VF  Squadron  8* 

Tha  diva  bomber*  apattad  farthaat  forward  on  tha  flight  dook  appoar  to  hava 
boon  armad  with  ona  600-pound  bomb  oaoh)  aaoh  of  tha  torpado  plant*  oarriad 
on*  torpado.  All  bomba  war*  fuaad  l/lOO  aaoond  dalay.  Tha  ENTERPRISE  launohod 
aight  flghtara  and  tha  HORNET  aight  flghtara  for  ooobat  air  patrol. 

Tha  RNTRFVRISE  group  oenaiatad  of  thirty-thra*  diva  boaibora  and  waa  tha 
flrat  group  tp  dapart.  Tha  dalay  on  tha  oarrlara  Inoidant  to  launohing  thalr 
torpado  piano*  with  thair  accompanying  flghtara  waa  not  aooaptabla  to  OTF  18* 
who  at  0746  directed  tha  ENTERPRISE  Air  Group  Commander  and  tha  ENTERPRISE 
diva  boabara*  "to  prooaad  on  miaaion  aaqignad«H*  tha  advisability  of  thla 
nova  la  opon  to  quaatluu*  aa  tha  plan  for  tha  attaok  oallad  for  oaoh  carrlar 
attack  group  to  nek#  a oaordinatod  bombing  and  torpado  attaok.  Tha  abova 
inatruotiona  to  tha  ENTERPRISE  Air  Oraup  Cotamander  mad#  auoh  coordination 
auoh  more  diffioult.  It  la  assumed  that  OTP  18  raaliaad  that  tha  plant* 
which  had  attaokad  Midway  war*  now  duo  baok  at  the  Mobile  Eero*  and  oould 
aoon  ba  ralaunohad. 

In  aooordanoa  with  tha  abova  inatruotiona*  tha  ENTERPRISE  Air  Oroup 
Oommandar,  who  had  baan  alroling  ovarha^.d  waiting  far  tha  ramaindar  of  tha 
ENTERPRISE  attaok  group,  departed  with  hia  Uombara  at  0762.  Tha  launohing 
operation*  ooatlnuad.  Opon  ooaplotion  of  launching  tha  attaok  groupa  at 
0806  OTP  18  ohangad  tha  diapaaition  oouraa  be  240P  (T),  and  lta  apaad  ta 
25  knota,  whiah  oouraa  and  apaad  ha  had  pravioualy  daalgnatad  aa  tha  oouraa 
and  apaad  of  Paint  Option.  Ha  appaari  to  have  aalaotod  thla  oouraa  and  apaad 

beoauao  of  hi*  daalra  to  oloa*  tha  anoay  aa  rapidly  aa  poaalbl*.  Thla  would  ! 

rtduot  tha  dlatanoa  tha  air  graupa  would  hava  to  fly  in  raturning  to  thair 
parant  oarrlara  and  would,  at  tit*  ana*  time*  inoraaaa  tha  offaotivanaaa  of 

subsequent  air  aparationa  owing  to  the  daorsaaod  flying  tim*.  i 

At  0808  the  ENTERPRISE  torpedo  plana*  departed  for  tha  objective.  Thay  ' 

war*  unaooompaulad  by  thair  flghtara  whloh  through  a mistake  in  recognition 
had  joined  up  with  tha  HORNET  torpado  plane*  launohad  about  tha  earn#  tlmn. 

■Aeilon  Ra^VT.^WTWmrn,  EafETa  bTTOy.'  3arT*T"P13T' oT  7u5a"13^; 
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The  HORNET  plants  departed  at  the  aana  tine.  Thair  dirt  bomba  r« 
aooompanieu  by  the  fighter*  o limbed  to  18,000  feet  aad  flew  at  that  level* 

The  torpedo  planes,  aooompanied  through  a mistake  la  Ideatifloatlon  by 
Commander  VF  Squadron  6,  flaw  at  1600-2000  feet.  Visual  oontaot  between 
the  two  groups  was  eoon  lost  beoause  of  the  intervening  oloud  layers,  and 
was  never  regained.  Thus  both  the  ENTERPRISE  and  HORNET  air  groups  besom* 
separated  into  four  separate  units  at  the  start  with  the  prediot'll*  result 
that  sons  units  would  fail  to  nake  oontaot,  and  other  units  would  make  un- 
coordinated, piecemeal  ettooke. 

Meanwhile,  QTF  17  at  0930  reoeveted  the  YORXTOVffi  searoh  planes,  which 
had  oonduoted  a eearoh  with  negativa  results.  He  then  ohanged  the  task 
fore#  eoursa  to  840^  (t)  and  its  speed  to  86  knots.  This  oourse  and  speed 
were  the  same  as  that  steered  by  IF  16  after  it  had  launched  its  attaak  group. 

CTF  17  apparently  oonriedered  that  it  eas  advisabla  to  ktap  his  tee  task  foroes 
togettier  in  order  to  inerease  the  strength  of  the  oombnt  air  patrol  by  oonbinLng 
both  patrols.  This  would  have  provided  a patrol  of  twenty-eight  fighters  of 
which  sixteen  were  from  TF  16  and  taselve  from  TF  17,  Howevar,  owia;  in  part 
to  the  frequent  air  operations  ehioh  followed  during  the  oourse  of  the  air 
battle  between  the  Mobile  Foroe  and  the  Striking  Foros,  and  in  par',  to  tha 
damage  later  sustained  by  the  YQRKTOWN,  CTF  17  wae  unable  to.  rejoin  until 
nightfall. 

CTF  17  now  faoed  tha  necessity  ef  making  another  important  dtoislon.  He 
had  intelllgrao*  which  ltd  him  to  believe  that  thare  were  four  or  five  oarriers 
la  the  Midway  Attaok  Ferae,  and  hie  information  was  that  only  two  of  these  had 
ae  yet  been  looated.  An  attaok  against  those  by  two  firet-liee  Aierloan  oarriers 
wae  new  underway.  Be  was  therefore  oonnerned  as  to  whether  it  mei  Id  be  wiser 
to  reinforae  that  attack  with  the  YORKTOWN  plane*,  or  te  wait  panning  receipt 
ef  further  information  relative  te  possible  enemy  oarriers  not  as  yet  reported 
by  Midway  oaaroh  plane*,*  He  decided  to  withhold  launching.  It  Is  presumed 
that  hie  eotions  were  somewhat  oolered  by  his  experlenoes  In  the  'lot  tie  ef 
the  Oorel  Sea  when  in  the  Japanese  nearly  surprised  him.  This  mu  it  have 
carried  mere  weight  than  the  faet  so  often  repeated  eonoerning  surfeoe  ehlpe, 
but  whioh  in  some  situations  is  equally  applicable  te  oarrler  operations, 
namely i that  it  is  generally  bsst  to  throw  all  of  your1  available  strength 
into  aotlon  against  enemy  surface  or  alrorift  in  a coordinated  attaok  than  to 
launoh  them  pieoomoal  in  vmoaordlnatod  attacks.  However,  be  realised  that  to 
leave  the  flight  deeke  of  tain  oj  three  enemy  carrier*  undamaged  vould  invite 
the  dsstruotlQn  of  hi*  own  fere*.  Finally,  at  0836,  having  reo*'  ved  no  ad- 
dltlunal  oontaot  reports  from  the  Midway  searoh  planes,  and  fearing  that  he 
might  he  attaokjd  with  all  plane*  on  board,  he  deoided  to  relnfero*  the  air 
groups  from  TF  16  by  launching  half  of  hie  bombers  and  all  ef  hin  torpedo 
plane*  with  fighter  support.  By  0606  he  had  launched  seventeen  live  bombers 
nf  Bombing  Bquedron  3,  twelve  torpedo  planes  ef  Torpedo  squadren  3,  and  elx 
fighters  of  Fighting  Squadron  3,  He  launched  twelve  fighters  as  his  combat 
air  patrol.  Tha  seven toon  dive  bombers  eaah  were  armed  with  one  1000- pound 
bomb  fused  for  l/lOO  ascend  delay  aad  the  twelve  torpedo  planes  irer#  armed 
with  one  terpede  eueh.  He  dlreoted  that  the  remaining  half  of  tlie  bombers 
( VS  Squadren  3)  bo  brought  up  from  the  hangar  deok,  and  msd*  ready  for  an 
attaok  on  any  additional  oarriers  whioh  might  be  discovered,  )y  doing  this 
he  noted  similarly  to  Commander  Mobil*  Faroe,  who  did  not  launoh  all  of  his 
planes  against  Midway,  but  retained  a strong  air  attaok  fore*  an  beard  hi* 
carriers  te  strike  any  Amerioan  surface  forces  discovered. 

eAetlea  Report  d*mmnnd*7^!ruieeri  Fsoirio  Fleet,  it  June  ’943,'  p .1. 
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It  Is  of  Interact  to  note  that,  although  CTP  16  had  initially  directed 
both  tha  attack  group*  of  hie  or^mand  to  taka  deferred  dupartura,  ha  aub- 
eequeatly  modified  thla  directive  for  tha  ENTERPRISE  *roup  by  directing  tha 
ENTERPRISE  diva  boobara  to  proceed  before  tha  ENTERPRISE  torpedo  planea  and 
fighters  ware  all  airborne.  Tha  ENTERPRISE  fighters  Inadvertently  Joined  up 
with  the  HORSE!  torpedo  pi ana a,  Thia  was  due  to  a mistake  in  identification 
which  waa  not  unexpected,  aa  the  planea  had  no  markings  which  diatingulahed 
one  aquadron  from  another.  The  HORNET  group,  on  the  other  hand,  waa  eaoorted 
initially  by  her  own  fightera,  aa  well  aa  by  thoie  of  the  ENTERPRISE,  It  la 
unfortuaata  that  theae  two  nir  groupa  were  not  able  to  proceed  together,  ao 
that  tha  limited  number  of  fightera  might  have  been  employed  at  eaoorta  more 
effectively,  Thia  ic  particularly  io  when  one  oonaidere  the  neoeitity  for 
the  dive  bomber*  to  gain  altitude  for  attack,  and  the  inability  of  tha  ■ lower 
torpedo  planea  to  ollmb  over  10.000  feet  when  ara»d  with  torpedoea.  Had 
the  groupa  flown  tegether,  the  dive  bomber*  of  both  oarrlora  might  have  been 
oomblued  into  one  attaok  group  and  the  torpedo  plants  into  another,  with  a 
reaaonnbly  powerful  fighter  esoert  available  for  each  group.  3uoh  an 
arrangement  would  have  facilitated  coordination,  and  might  have  permitted 
attack*  on  on*  Peering,  To  have  obtained  such  coordination  would  have  re- 
quirtd  that  the  carriir  flight  deoks  be  apotted  in  similar  fashion  and 
previoue  plana  be  made  for  rendesveuo.  Aa  the  attack  I'aveloped,  what  might 
have  been  two  powerful  attaok  groupa,  actually  aepuratid  into  five  different 
unite. 

With  regard  to  the  fighter  eaoorta  It  might  be  well  to  point  out  that 
aa  a general  thing,  tha  American  Navy  had  not,  at  the  time,  properly  appre- 
ciated tha  neoeaaity  for  gaining  even  local  air  auperlority  in  order  to  in- 
■ure  the  suooeas  of  an  air  attack  miasion,  The  number*  of  fighters  were  all 
too,  faw  on  tha  oarriere.and  the  queation  aa  to  the  division  of  theae  few 
between  the  defense  requirement*  of  the  oarrier  teak  foroe  and  the  aaoort 
requirement*  of  an  air  attaok  miaaion  waa  subject  to  aerioua  conaidaration 
In  each  ossa,  with  the  task  force  dofente  requirement!  normally  gaining  the 
advantage.  Thia  appeared  to  be  ao,  despite  tha  fact  that  the  carrier  fighter 
complement  had  been  increased  from  eighteen  fightera  to  twenty-aaven  fighters 
after  the  Battle  of  the  Coral  Bet  but  one  month  earlier, 

Ac  has  been  noted  prevloualy,  the  air  attack*  by  the  alroraft  of  the 
Striking  Koroe  were  unooordinnted  attacks,  In  view  of  thia  leok  of  ooordtna- 
tlon  the  attaok  group*  of  eeoh  carrier  will  be  considered  separately, 

l 

In  order  to  evaluate  properly  the  event*  which  followed,  attention  la 
invited  to  the  weather  condition*  existing  in  the  vioinity  of  TK  16.  Thnao 

conditions  were* 

0700  (Start  of  launching  by  TP*  1C)  Overcoat  eky,  sea  calm,  wind  4-0 
knot*  from  136°  (T). 

0780  Sky  olouding  rapidly.  Heavy  detached  oleurta  premominate  the 
blue  aky. 

0000  (Start  of  launching  TP  17)  Sky  overhead  meetly  dear,  heavy 
olouda  all  around  her Ison, 
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Between  0762-0806  (Tim#  of  departure  of  TP  16  attack  group)  and  0906 
(tlma  of  departure  of  TF  17  attack  group)  vartloal  visibility  had  improved 
greatly. 


• * * 


(a)  Hornet  Air  Group 

The  HORNET  Air  Group  Jcinsd  up,  and  by  0806  took  dafarrad  departure. 

The  varloue  aquadrona  making  up  her  air  group  assumed  the  formation  previously 
determined  upon.  The  bombing  and  aooutlag  aquadrona  commenced  a ollmb  to 
20,000  feet  with  the  fighter  aircraft  in  close  proximity.  The  torpedo  aquadroa 
flow  at  1600  feet  beneath  the  oloud  level.  Radio  alienee  waa  la  effect. 

Heoauae  of  the  oloud  aondltiona,  viaual  oontaot  between  the  high  and  low 
elementa  of  thla  air  group  waa  icon  loat,  and  waa  never  regained.  However, 
Commander  VF  Squadron  6,  mi (taking  VT  Squadron  8 for  VT  Squadron  6,  aa  thoae 
aquadrona  wvre  oirollng  prior  to  departure,  petitioned  hlmeelf  with  hie  fighter 
group  on  VT  Squadron  8,  and  departed  from  the  task  foroe  aeeompanylng  that 
squadron.  Thue  he  Inadvertently  beoame  part  of  the  HORNET  Air  Group, 

Commander  VF  Squadron  6 in  hi  a report  of  the  action  etatea  that  he  wae 
Hunched  "for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  uppreaoh  of  the  ENTERPRISE  attaok 
group  on  the  Japanene  main  fleet. " Ha  waa  oonoarnad  with  the  proteotion  of 
dlTe  bombara  proceeding  at  high  altitude  and  torpedo  plane*  prooeeding  at  low 
altltudee.  In  hla  awareneaa  of  the  advantage  of  altitude  In  aerial  oombat  with 
enamy  fightera,  he  olimbed  to  20,000  feet  while  maintaining  intermittent  light 
oontaot  with  VT  Squadron  8.  It  had  been  previously  arranged  between  the  oom- 
mandere  of  VF  Squadron  6 and  VT  Squadron  6 that,  when  needed,  the  torpedo 
•quadron  oomauder  would  algnal  to  him  by  radio  for  help.  He  continued  to 
maintain  periodlo  alght  oontaot  with  VT  Squadron  8 until  that  squadron  reaohed 
a position  about  10  miles  from  lte  objeatlve,  when  a low  oloud  formation  pre- 
vented further  sight  oontaot.  It  muet  have  been  alout  this  time  that  the  firat 
'defending  Japaceae  fighters  oommenoed  attacking  VT  Squadron  8.  Commander  VF 
Squadron  6 states,  however,  that  no  prearranged  oall  for  help  waa  given  and 
he  oontlnued  on  toward  the  Japanese  Mobile  Foroe  where  he  circled  overhead  for 
more  than  thirty  minutes.* 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  Mobile  Foroe  had  undergone  five 
asperate  sir  attaokn  and  two  submarine  attaoka  during  the  2j  hnura  prior  to 
thu  arrival  of  VT  Squadron  6.  In  repelling  these  attaoka  the  Japanese  brought 
moit,  If  not  all,  of  the  defending  fighters  down  tu  low  altitudes  in  order  tu 
concentrate  maximum  effort  egalnat  the  more  greatly  feared  American  torpedo 
planes,  leaving  few  If  any  fightera  to  oppoie  inoomlng  dive  bombing  attaoke. 

At  about  0920  Oommnnder  VT  8quadron  8 sighted  the  Japanese  carrier  foroe 
fcj  she  northwestward,  end  oommenoed  his  approach.  The  other  equedrona  of  the 
HORNET  Air  Group,  whloh  muit  hare  been  ahead  of  VT  Squadron  8,  had  not  seen 
the  Japanese,  and,  consequently,  were  continuing  on  toward  the  southwest.  It 
dose  not  Appear  that  Commander  VT  Squadron  Q reported  by  radio  the  information 
of  thla  oontaot.  Perhaps  he  did  not  want  to  alert  the  Japanese,  Perhaps  he 
thought  that  the  other  squadrons  were  able  tu  sea  the  Japanese  foroe.  However, 
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he  appear*  to  hart  overlooked  the  foot  that  the  ENTERPRISE!  air  group* 
night  require  information  and  that  it.  waa  important  to  CTF  16  and  1?  to 
know  the  progreaa  of  the  air  groupa, 

As  Comaader  VT  Squadron  8 appro ao he d the  entity  he  lighted  three 
oarriers  in  the  enemy  diapoaition,  and  headed  far  the  eouthernmoat  oarrier. 

The  firat  dlviaion  waa  divided  into  four  2-plane  leotionaj  the  aeoond  into 
one  9 -plane  aeotion  and  two  2-plane  aeotiona.  Thaae  divialona  paaaed  beneath 
the  low  eloud  layer  and  headed  for  their  target  in  oloae  formation.  They 
were  attacked  at  0928  by  Japaneae  type  "Zero"  fightera  flown  by  veteran  pilots, 
who  were  able  to  make  repeated  attaoka  on  the  alow,  oumberaomo  torpedo  planea 
before  they  fanned  nut  in  diaperaed  element!  for  final  attaok,  All  fifteen 
pleaea  of  VT  Squadron  8 were  ahot  down.  Thar#  wm  only  one  aurviving  partial- 

?ant  of  thia  heroio  attaok  who  obaervad  tha  aotion  while  floating  in  the  water, 
hia  aurviving  partioipant  atated  that  he  had  launched  hia  torpedo  before  being 
•hot  down.  No  information  concerning  the  other  planea  la  available.  Only  one 
torpedo  la  definitely  known  to  have  been  lauuohed.  It  ia  poaaible  that  more 
were  launched  but  aoaroely  probable,  aa  thia  group  mat  the  fury  of  oonoentrated 
enemy  fighter  defenae.  Japaneae  reporta  indloate  that  moat  of  theae  planea 
wera  ahot  down  by  fightera  bafore  raaohing  torpado  firing  pointa.*  Thia  la 
aupporbad  by  the  atatement  of  the  aole  aurvivor.** 

Oonmander  Fighting  Squadron  6 oontinod  oiroling  at  a high  altitude  while 
the  torpedo  planea  were  being  attaoked.  Presumably,  fighting  Squadron  0 waa 
guarding  a oommon  fraqueney  with  Torpado  Squadron  6,  whioh  appaara  to  have 
been  other  than  the  frequenoy  aaeigned  and  being  used  by  Torpedo  Squadron  8. 

He  could  not  then  know  when  theae  planea  raquired  hia  help.  He  oould  not  ■•• 
them  for  the  intervening  oloud  layer.  If  hie  help  waa  to  be  effeotive.  it  had 
to  be  available  ''immediately.  It  required,  therefore,  both  the  maintenance  of 
sight  oontaot  with  tha  torpedo  planes  and  a positioning  of  the  protective 
fighters  in  oloae  or  intermediate  oovering  position.  Hia  miaalon  ol'  covering 
both  tha  bombing  element  and  the  torpedo  element,  obvloualy  impossible  of 
attainment  exoept  under  ideal  oonditiona,  was  not  aooompliahed.  The  devioe 
of  the  oallup  for  help  by  whioh  Commander  VF  8quadron  6 hoped  to  achieve  the 
desired  result,  was  probably  alao  impossible  of  attainment  through  mistaking 
the  identity  of  the  torpedo  squadron  whioh  he  aooempenied.  The  possibility 
remained  to  him  that  by  engaging  in  oombat  the  high  altitude  Japeneae  combat 
air  -atrol,  he  would  reduoe  the  opposition  to  hia  dive  bombers  when  they 
arrived.  However,  there  seem  to  have  been  no  fightera  at  high  altitude,  the 
Japanese  having  brought  them  down  to  oppose  the  low  nltitudo  attack* » 

At  0962  he  reported  being  over  the  target  running  ehort  of  fuel,  end  that 
ha  would  have  to  return  aoon,  On  hearing  nothing  oonoornlng  thia  diapatoh, 
he  aent  another  message  at  1000  in  which  he  reported  the  composition  of  the  ' 
enemy  force  aa  two  oarriere,  two  battleahipa,  and  eight  destroyer*  on  oouraa 
north  and  that  thare  appaarad  to  be  no  oombat  air  patrol.  Ha  than  returned 
to  tha  ENTERPRISI  without  having  bean  engaged. 

•Volt) lie  Foron  tJeialled  BaTt'lVTepo rt  #6,dNf  Review, May  194?,  pTTJ^TTT 
••Narrative  of  aole  aurvivor  Torpado  Squadron  8 oonduoted  by  Chief  of  Naval 
Operations,  Oat.  12,  1043  signed  by  Qsorg*  H.  3AY.Lt.  USNR, 
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Ths  failure  of  VF  Squadron  8 to  ooutribut*  to  bh#  auooaaa  of  thla 
attaok  may  ba  attributed  partially  to  th*  dual  objective  assigned,  i.a., 
protaotlon  of  both  dlTO  bombers  and  torpado  planar  vhioh  had  different 
flight  characteristics]  partially  to  the  weather  which  prevented  eight 
oontaot  with  the  torpado  planer  at  vital  tinea  and  partially  to  hia 
justified  belief  that  fighter a would  be  found  at  a high  altitude. 


Commander  HORNET  Air  Group,  with  the  diva  bomber* , who  waa  being 
•aoortad  oy  VF  Squadron  8,  did  not  aight  the  Japanese  foroaa  at  0B2C  whan 
VT  Squadron  8 sighted  than,  and  a*  Commander  VT  Squadron  8 did  not  report 
thla  oontaot,  VS  8quadron  8,  VB  Squadron  8 and  VF  Squadron  8 continued 
onward  to  the  a out hw* at.  Coanander  HORNE?  Air  Group  must  have  bean  wall 
aware  of  the  faot  that  ha  had  reaohed  the  estimated  point  of  oontaot  with 
tho  Japanese  Mobile  Force.  The  aotiona  of  the  HORNET  Air  Group  Commander 
after  falling  to  sight  the  enemy  where  expected  require  analysis.  Un- 
fortunately, information  concerning  the  raaaoue  for  Commander  HORNET  Air 
Group**  eotlon  ere  not  aval labia  to  thla  oommand,  and  therefor*  tho  analysis 
must  be  made  on  dootrln*  and  oonjtoturo. 

Zn  endeavoring  to^eoover  Commander  Air  Group's  reason  for  flying 
south  rather  than  north, .oertaln  information  muat  be  presented.  Zn  the 
first  place,  it  appears  that  he  headed  for  tho  onamy  reudeavoua  on  the 
assumption  that  tho  onamy  reported  position,  its  speed  - 88  knots,  and  its 
court*  - 140°  (T)  - war*  oorreot.  Zn  the  seocad  plaot.  It  appears  that 
although  ha  might  have  fait  that  the  enemy  had  bean  abtaokad  by  the  Midway 
.planei  he  did  not  necessarily  know  that  this  was  to.  Therefore,  when  he 
had  arrived  at  the  expected  rendesvous  and  did  not  discover  the  enemy  there 
he  was  faoed  with  the  serious  problem  of  looating  them.  There  war*  several 
possibilities.  One  was  that  his  navigation  was  off  beoaus*  of  the  effect 
of  drift  which  waa  difficult  to  determine  beoauae  of  overoaat  sky  at  the 
lima  of  launching.  A aeoond  waa  that  the  original  reported  enemy  position 
was  in  error,  A third  was  that  th*  estimated  course  and  speed  mad*  good 
by  th*  enemy  was  lnoorreot. 

It  must  have  been  apparent  to  him  that  if  the  enemy  initial  position 
was  considerably  in  error— h#  could  so*  SB  miles— then  th*  possibility  of 
his  finding  them  was  poor.  If  the  enemy  oourse  and  speed  were  radically 
lnoorreot  or  if  he  had  exossaivo  drift  then  the  possibility  of  finding  them 
waa  also  poor.  However,  if  the  oourse  and  speed  wars  not  seriously  lnoorreot, 
or  the  drift  was  slight  he  should  b*  able  to  looatr  them  by  th*  employment 
of  th*  expanding  square,*  This  expanding  square  was  the  method  prescribed 
for  looating  own  oarrier  when  not  sighted  upon  return  from  a mission  with  no 
radio  elda  available.  Its  employment  would  assist  not  only  in  searohing  th* 
areas  for  slight  errors  in  oourse  and  speed  or  for  slight  navlgetion  errors 
duo  to  drift,  but  as  th*  square  expanded,  would  also  assist  in  searching  the 
area  for  lnoorreot  position  and  for  largor  errors  in  course  and  speed,  A r, 
has  been  pointed  out  earlier,  he  did  not  employ  th*  expanding  squs.ro  but 
headed  in  a southerly  direction,  presumably  on  the 
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"•eumption  that-  that  direction  was  a«  logical  ae  any.  His  failure  to  employ 
the  expanding  square  it  quaeticncbls , for  he  must  have  realized  thn':  contact 
reports  by  aircraft  are  seldom  accurate  pnd  allowance  for  such  i.taeouraoie* 
meat  always  be  Made.  Also  he  knew  that  the  estimated  3peed  of  advance  along 
the  tinemy  course  from  its  reported  position  wau  25  knots  and  that  this  upeed 
of  advance  was  about  *11  that  oiuld  be  sustained. 

Ke  does  not  appear  to  have  realized  that  if  the  enemy  slewed  for  any 
reason,  including  maneuvers  in  avoidance  of'air  attack  or  to  launch  and 
recover  planes,  or  if  they  turned  to  the  north,  the  employment  of  the  ex- 
panding square  in  that  direction  might  bring  interoeptior,  whereat,  the  em- 
ployment cf  the  expanding  square  in  the  southerly  direction  would  probably 
bring  failure. 

After  the  above  failure  to  locate  the  enemy  carriers,  the  HORNET  dire 
bombers  appear  to  have  broken  up  into  three  groupo;  one  ooinpooed  of  seventeen 
planes  from  VS  Squadron  3 j another  composed  o,  three  planes  from  V 13  Squadron  6 
and  a third  composed  of  fourteen  planes  of  VB  Squadron  3 and  ten  plrnes  of 
VP  Squadron  y.  VS  Squadron  3,  three  planes  of  Va  Squadron  d and  the  HORNET 
Air  Croup  Commander  succeeded  In  landing  back  aboard  the  HORNET.  Tne  re- 
maining fourteen  pianos  cf  VB  Squadron  8,  after  a futil*  search  fir  tho  enemy, 
finally  reached  Midway  where  three  of  them  were  lost  through  cra8lie6--ona  in 
the  lagoon.  The  eleven  planes  which  finally  landed  were  fueled.  The  returned 
to  the  carrier  at  ihlO,* 

The  ten  planes  of  VF  Squadron  fl  remained  with  VI*  Squadron  3 until  forced 
to  head  for  Midway  because  of  shortage  of  gas.  None  of  them  reaohed  Midway. 
All  landed  in  the  sea,  as  tho  fuel  -apply  was  exhausted,-  vive  of  the  ten 
pilots  were  later  rescued. 


• • 


£b)  ENTERPRISE  Oroup 

The  fourteen  torpedo  plants  of  VT  Squ*'  iron  G departed  from  the  task  force 
at  0(306  at  the  same  time  as  the.  HORNET  torpedo  planes.  Conn.mnder  VT  squadron 
6 noted,  apparently,  that  the  LNTldRPRISE  fighters  did  not  join  up  bb  expeoted, 
so  he  decided  to  prooeed  independently.  He  flew  at  an  altitude  of  about  1600 
feet,  which  wao  .jUBt  below  -h  clouds,  at  a speed  of  advanoe  of  about  ICO  knots. 
At  about  0030  he  sighted  tho  enemy  task  force  bearing  320°  [1 ) , dlotant  30  miles. 
In  view  of  the  relative  short  oom'oat  radius  of  his  torpedo  planes  he  decided 
to  attack  immediately  and  not  wait  for  his  div':  combers  whioh  were  supposed  by 
doctrine  to  precedo  him  into  the  attack.  He  divided  his  squadron  into  two 
divisions  of  seven  [lanes  each,  to  permit-  a coordinated  appnoaoh  on  both  bowc 
of  th  enemy  formation.  In  this  they  were  Unsuccessful. 

At  tne  time  of  this  contact  the  enemy  was  in  a loose  formation,  with 
battleships  and  cruisers  as  much  bb  12  miles  away  frcin  the  oarriers,  wb.iuh 
appeared  to  be  closely  escorted  by  destroyers  only.  Such  a dispersion  was 
probably  due  in  pert  to  the  numerous  attaoks  that  the  Japanese  Mobile  Force 
had  suffered  all  morning  from  the  Midway  planes  and  in  part  to  the  Japanese 

•Track  Chart  attached  to  the  HORNET1 • Report  of  AcUon  4-6  June  1342,  Serial 
0018. of  13  June  1342. 
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doctrine  of  allowing  the  oruissrs  and  battleships  ts  take  evasive  notion 
of  thair  own.  It  was  an  ineffective  disposition,  as  will  ba  shown  latar. 

'l'  .a  disposition  was  on  ooursa  about  270°  (T).  During  tha  approach 
of  tha  7T  Squedhom  6 pianos  tha  enemy  changed  course  ta  000°  (T)  and 
finally,  before  VT  Squadron  6 had  raaohad  tha  droop1 ng  point,  ha  reverted 
coursa  to  180°  (1).  Ha  did  thin  maneuvering  to  neap  tha  tarpeda  pianos 
continuously  an  his  quartsr.  By  so  doing,  ho  increased  tna  time  tha  pianos 
wore  under  firs  by  both  his  anti-airoraft  guns  and  his  defending  fighters,* 

Hla  maneuver*  alao  facilitated  avoiding  tha  torpedoes  whioh  had  aoout  tha 
saaa  spaed  as  tha  ships  (SO  knots).  These  taotica  ware  so  successful  that 
tha  torpedo  planes  oould  not  reach  an  advantag«<eus  dropping  paint,  and 
failed  to  make  any  W„t», 

In  this  attaok  whioh  soourrsd  between  0940  and  0968,**  VT  Squadron  6 
lost  tan  of  tha  faurtaen  torpedo  pianos.  Ono  of  tho  four  whioh  roturned 
was  so  bsdly  damaged  a.i  to  be  unservioaabls.  Tho  Cumaander  VT  Squadron  6 
appears  to  hsve  boon  ons  cf  tho  first  to  be  shot  down.  Most  of  thsso  plsnos, 
if  not  sll  of  then,  wers  last  to  about  twenty-fiva  Japanese  fighters  whioh 
attacked  rupeatedly  without  opposition  from  tho  American  fighters  af  VP 
Squadron  6 whioh  wars  apparently  at  that  tins  overhead  at  20,000  feat.  It 
is  believed  that  this  group  launohsd  about  tight  torp ideas. 

Tha  drawing  down  of  tha  Japanoaa  fighters  from  a high  to  a low  altitude, 
while  not  part  of  the  Amorioan  plan,  was  nsvarthalass  a vitally  important 
faotor  in  the  aueoesaful  bombing  attacks  whioh  followed  the  torpedo  piano 
attacks.  Although  tha  torpedo  attaok  was  unsuccessful  in  making  hits,  it 
contributed  vary  greatly  to  the  ultimate  auocess  of  the  overall  attaok. 

e * a 

Upon  departing  from  tho  ENTERPRISE  at  0782,  tha  diva  bomber  attack 
group  began  a olimb  ta  20,000  feat,  with  a spaed  af  advance  of  about  116 
knots,  Csaonnder  ENTERPRISE  sir  group  knew  that  a run-up  an  ooursa  136° 

(T)  of  tha  enemy's  0662  position,  whioh  had  boon  reported  by  a search  plana 
from  Midway,  plaoed  that  faroe  at  0920  in  a pasitie*  bearing  about  323,6°  (T), 
distant  111  miles  from  Midway.  Bassd  on  thia  information  ho  worked  his  inter- 
ception problem.  Ho  calculated  that  he  would  hove  to  steer  231°  (T)  to  a 
distanoe  of  142  milee  ta  roaoh  tha  interception  point.  Upon  reaching  tho 
axpeoted  interception  point  about  0920  ha  did  not  discover  tha  enemy  task  force. 
He  realised  tha  importance  of  the  decisions  whioh  ha  must  make  in  the  nsxt 
few  minutas.  Ha  had  to  determine  tho  leoatiea  of  tho  missing  task  foros. 

If  ks  srrad  in  his  analysis,  he  not  only  mould  probably  not  discover  tho  enemy 
foroos,  but  ho  might  not  return  to  his  own  carrier  at  all.  He  first  estimated 
that  tha  apaad  af  advance  assumed  for  the  Japanese  Habile  Force  was  about  20 

TJapanaVe  “Mobile  Faroe  Report  #6,  Ohll'  Review,  May  1&47,  p.2i,  """ * 

••Report  eenior  surviving  effioer,  VT-8,  June  4th,  1942  eigned  R.E.  Lamb  (tt.Jg) 
USN. 
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knots  and  that  thin  vai  about  tha  maximum  that  oould  b«  expeoted,  ainoa  the 
earrlara  cf  that  fore a would  him  been  foroed  to  maneuver  to  raoorar  thalr 
air  group*  during  th«  run-up  period,  and  ainoa  they  had  probably  baan  attaokad 
by  planaa  from  Midway  and,  oonaequently,  delayed  to  an  unknown  degree.  (Ha 
aay  ha ve  aatimatad  thia  prior  to  taka-off)  Ha  tharafora  raasonad  that  tha 
Japaneee  Mobila  Faroe  mat  ba  to  tha  northward.  Thia  rationing  waa  oorraot. 
Soa  Diagram  "D-J*.  Ba  nazt  had  to  datamina  tha  baat  method  for  locating 
thia  Mobila  Foroe,  Be  deoided  to  employ  tha  expanding  a quart.  Accordingly, 
ha  continued  on  the  Interception  oourae  for  SS  milaa,  at  whloh  time  (0936) 
ha  turned  to  the  aaoond  log  which  waa  tha  rararaa  of  tha  enemy' • eaauaed 
onutaa  of  186°  (If),  Ha  had  axpaotad  to  fly  60  milaa  along  thia  lag,  but 
did  not  quite  do  ao,  for  at  0956  Juat  bafora  ha  w*a  to  turn  again  to  tha 
right  to  fly  tho  third  log,  ha  aightad  a daatroyar  almcat  directly  balcw, 
heading  northeaat  at  high  apaad.  Ha  raaaonad  that  this  daatroyar  waa  hood- 
ing for  tha  anaay  carrier  foree.  and,  aa  thia  wal  roughly  tha  diraotion  of 
tha  third  lag  of  hia  iquara,  ha  immediately  burned  hia  attack  group  to  tha 
aaaw  oourae  aa  tha  dantroyer.*  Thia  rationing  alao  proved  to  ba  oorraot, 
for  tha  daatroyar  waa  apparently  tha  A&A3HX  whloh  had  dropped  behind  to 
deliver  a depth  charge  attaok  againat  tha  NAUTILUS,  and  had  in  turn  baan 
attaokad  by  tha  NAUTILUS  at  0910, 

A few  minutaa  later,  at  1006,  tha  Air  Oroup  Oommandar  lighted  tha 
Mobile  Force  from  tha  aorthweit  aaotor.  Hia  aaaroh  problem  waa  over.  Ba 
oould  ba  plaaaad  with  himaelf,  for  ha  had  made  daoiaiona  whloh  ware  th« 
moat  important;  daoiaiona  made  by  an  airborne  taetioal  oommandar  in  tha 
Battle  of  Midway, 

3a  now  began  hia  approaoh  on  tha  Mobila  Foroa  at  1010  from  an  altitude 
of  19,000  feat.  Ba  noted  that  four  ona^  earrlara  ware  viaible.  Ha  decided 
to  lead  tha  aixtaan  planaa  of  VS  5 in  an  atbmk  on  tha  oarriar  on  hia  port 
how  in  tha  northwuat  aaotor,  Seventeen  planaa  of  VS  Squadron  6 had  originally 
taken  off,  but  ono  had  baan  foroad  to  return  to  iba  oarriar  beoauao  of  angina 
trouble.  Be  directed  tha  remainder  of  hia  diva  bombara,  fifteen  diva  bombera 
of  VD  Squadron  6,  to  attaok  tha  oarriar  on  hia  aterboard  bow. 

Both  VB  Squadron  6 and  VS  Squadron  9 stare  divided  into  three  attaok 
dlrlaicna*  Saoh  diviaion  waa  in  a atep-dovn  formation  in  aaotlona  of  vaaa 
in  oolumn.  Thia  oloaa  formation  of  dlviaiona  waa  maintained  aa  a protaotion 
againat  fighter  attaok  until  almoat  to  tha  puah-ovar  point.  Aa  thia  point 
waa  approaohad,  tha  Air  Oroup  Counarder  turned  toward!  hi a target,  apllt  hia 
flapa  and  at  1024  entered  tha  diva,  "hia  maneuver  n.a  repeated  by  auooeaalve 
plane*  at  Intervale  of  about  10  aeoonda,  while  tha  ramlnlng  planaa  continued 
to  olroie  tha  target. 

Hia  attaok  appaara  to  hava  baan  a aurprlae  td  tha  Japaneae,  for  ha 
encountered  no  flghtor  opposition  and  little  anti-aircraft  fire.  Ha  dropped 
fifteen  1000-pound,  aeventeer  500-pound  and  twenty-two  100-pound  bomba. 
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Tli*  carrier  attacked  by  tha  first  division  or  VB  Squadron  6 waa 
launching  plane*.  Thera  was  little  anti-aircraft  fire,  Tha  attacks 
by  tha  first  division  of  VB  Squadron  6 appeared  to  be  highly  uuooenfui, 
and  left  tha  oarriar  in  flames.  Moanwhile,  tha  ooisaandar  of  the  saoond 
division  of  VB  Squadron  6 noted  that  tha  oarriar  whioh  had  bean  attaokad 
by  VB  Squadron  S was  not  yet  in  flames  and  ha  therefore  attaokad  .that 
oarrier,  She  than  burst  into  flamss.  Ha  stated  later  that  ha  saw  hits 
in  this  oarriar  by  VS  Squadron  fl  as  ho  dived.  Tha  third  division  of  VB 
Squadron  6 attaokad  both  oarrlars.  One  raaaon  for  the  apparently  greater 
damage  dona  by  VB  Squadron  S was  that  its  plsnss  ware  a. sad  with  1000-pound 
bomba,  whereas  VS  S had  600-pound  bomba, 

Tha  Coomander  ENTERPRISE  Air  Group  reported  that  upon  pulling  out  of 
hia  diva  ha  noted  throe  oarriora  on  firs.  Ha  did  not  disoover  until  ha  had 
returnad  to  tha  ENTERPRISE  that  tha  third  carrier,  whioh  waa  to  ths  oast 
of  tha  two  attaokad  by  hia  own  planes,  had  baan  hit  by  ths  YORKTOWH  planes 
whoas  preaanoe  was  unknown  to  him. 

Ths  ratirarasnt  of  tha  ENTERPRISE  diva  bombars  waa  made  at  low  altitud# 
through  gaps  in  tha  Japanes#  soraanirg  force. 

The  initial  retirement  oourse  waa  flown  initially  In  tha  dlraotlon  of 
Midway  In  ordar  to  daoaiva  tha  anaqy.  After  that,  a oourse  waa  takan  towards 
Point  Option. 

This  attaok,  whioh  was  highly  suoosssful,  was  not  without  its  lossss. 
Elghtesn  dire  bombers  failed  to  return  to  the  ENTERPRISE, but  four  of  theas 
landed  on  the  YORKTCWN,  Of  the  remainder,  four  and  possibly  as  many  as  aaven 
dive  bombera  landed  in  the  water  beoause  of  a shortage  of  gasoline  due  in 
part  to  tha  inability  of  TP  16  to  olosa  Point  Option.  VS  6 lost  seven 
planeai  VB  6 lost  seven  pluses  end  VF  6 lost  one  plane  which  landed  in  the 
water. 


* • * 


(c)  Y ORKTONN  Group 

The  YORKTOWN  Air  Group,  whioh  had  departed  TF  1?  at  0906,, headed  towards 
the  expeot.ed  enemy  position  with  ordsrs  to  interrupt  the  enemy  carriers  and 
deotroj  them,  Sinoe  tha  assumed  ipaad  of  advanoe  of  tha  enemy  oarriers  (26 
knots)  was  ..lightly  grsater  than  the  average  speed  whioh  the  enemy  could  be 
expected  to  maintain  under  thf  prevailing  conditions  of  attaok  by  both 
ENTERPRISE  and  HORNET  plants,  Consaandsr  Air  Group  hsd  been  directed  to  turn 
north  If  hs  failtd  to  lroate  tha  anamy  at  tha  assumsd  interoeption  point. 

Commander  YORKTOWN  Air  Group  planned  that  all  threa  aquadroni  of  hia 
strike  group  should  arrive  at  tha  target  almost  simultaneously.  He  planned 
that  his  seventean  dive  bombera  would  attrek  first,  followed  by  the  twelve 
torpedo  planes  escorted  by  ths  sin  fighters.  He  therefore  di rooted  the 
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tornado  planaa,  whloh  war*  alow,  to  proceed  dlreotly  toward*  th*  objaotiv* 
after  taking  off.  Th*  dir#  bombara  war*  diraotad  to  oirol*  over  th# • YORKTCHH 
for  12  mi  nut a a and  than  to  haad  for  tha  tar gat  overtaking  th*  YT'a  an  rout*. 

Th*  fighter*  wcra  launohad  last,  with  ordara  to  randaivoua  an  rout*  with  th* 
torpedo  plan**.  Thia  procedure  waa  followed  in  ordar  to  enable  th*  dive 
bombara  and  torpedo  plan**  to  arrive  at  their  objective  at  proper  altitud# 
at  about  th*  aam*  tin*.  It  alao  eared  fuel.  Thia  plan  worked  vary  wall. 

Tha  Air  Group  Commander  waa  particularly  fortunate  in  that  tha  olaaring  akiaa 
providad  auffiolant  horizontal  and  rartiaal  vialbility  to  parmit  th*  unit*  to 
join  up  an  rout*  and  to  maintain  oontaot  thereafter. Had  ha  bean  foroad  to  do 
thia  on*  hour  earlier,  at  tha  aaaa  time  that  th*  INTXRPR2SS  and  BONflR  sir 
group*  war*  taking  thalr  departure,  h*  might  not  hav*  bean  ao  auooaaaful. 
baoauaa  at  that  time  tha  aky  waa  generally  ovaroaat. 

Tha  Air  Oroup  Command*  r auooaadad  in  rendeavouaing  hia  * quad  rone  at 
0948  and  than  aaauaad  a vartiaal  formation  ehioh  waa  markedly  different  from 
that  eaeumed  by  tha  air  groupa  of  TV  Id.  In  thia  oaa*  th*  torpedo  plana*  war* 
at  1600  feat,  whioh  waa  just  below  th*  oloud  level t two  fighter*  war*  at  2600 
feat  to  provide  low  oorar j four  fighter*  war*  at  6000-6000  feat  to  protaot  th* 
torpedo  plena*  and  tha  low  fighter* j th*  diva  bombara  war*  at  16.000  feat 
without  fighter  protaotion.  Suffloiant  vialbility  existed  to  parmit  thia  forma- 
tion to  b#  maintained. 

At  about  1000  Commander  VT  Squadron  6 alghtad  th*  Japan***  Mobil#  Foroe 
bearing  about  346°  (T)t  dlatant  50-40  mi la*.  H*  Immediately  changed  oouraa 
and  haedad  toward*  th#  anaay.  H*  did  not  report  th*  oontaot  on  tha  enaay 
carrier*.  Hia  rtaeon  for  not  doing  ao  la  mot  elaar.  aa  there  oan  la  no  doubt 
but  that  OTF  17  waa  impatient  to  know  th*  progrea*  of  hia  air  group.  It  ia 
preaumed,  however,  that  Commander  VT  Squadron  5 felt  that,  aa  h*  had  dia- 
oovarad  th*  enemy  fore*  where  expected,  it  had  also  been  alghted  by  the  other 
squadrons  end  no  report  waa  neoeeaary.  Bo  did  not  appear  to  appraoiata  any 
more  than  did  th*  torpedo  plan*  oomnaadara  of  th*  SNTXRPRISB  end  HORNIT  th* 
Importano*  of  notifying  their  carrier*  of  thia  oontaot.  ao  that  it  might  be 
rebroadoaat  to  other  attacking  squadrons. 

Conaander  Torpedo  plana*  ohauge  of  oourao  waa  fortunately  obaarved  by 
Oomnandor  VB  Squadron  3 landing  tha  diva  bomber*.  Ho  promptly  broke  radio 
stlenoe,  oallad  Commander  VT  Squadron  5 and  aaked  In  oode  If  ha  had  alghtad 
tha  anaay.  Commander  VT  Squadron  8 apparently  failed  to  reply,  so  Commander 
VB  Squadron  8 changed  oouraa  to  head  in  the  general  direction  taken  by  the 
torpedo  plane*. 

Shortly  thereafter  when  about  14  miles  from  tha  enemy,  VT  Sqaadron  3 was 
heavily  attaokad  by  Japanese  fighters,  whioh  appeared  to  have  boan  diraotad 
towarda  his  squadron  by  ' ureta  of  AA  fire.  In  ordar  to  eliminate  attaoka  from 
below,  the  squadron  decreased  altitude  to  160  feet,  end  maneuvered  in  an 
attempt  to  avoid  other  attaoka  whils  oloaaing  the  enemy.  AA  fir*  , aa  well 
ae  enemy  fighters  was  anoountarad.  Commander  VT-8'a  plan*  waa  the  first  plane 
of  VT  8quadron  3 to  be  shot  down.  Of  th*  twelve,  torpedo  plena*  whioh  oommanoed 
tha  attaok  at  about  1016,  only  two  returned  to  the  oarrlsr.  Seven  planes  were 
destroyed  during  tha  epproaohi  thra#  more  after  making  thalr  attaoki  only  five 


134 


-«r 


dropped  their  torpedoea,  none  of  whloh  hit.*  J 

During  thi*  attaok,  Although  heavily  outnumbered  by  the  Japanese 
fighters,  tha  aix  fighter*  of  V F 8quadron  3 dofended  their  torpedo  planna. 

They  formed  a line  aotern  formation  in  an  attempt  to  stay  together  and  * 

to  give  the  loader  an  opportunity  to  turn  and  fire  at  the  enemy  fighter*,  j 

However,  they  aoon  beoame  aeparated  from  the  torpedo  planes  and  from  each  j 

other.  They  were  insuffioient  in  number  to  proteot  adequately  the  torpedo  j 

planes,  moat  of  whloh  ware  shot  down  by  enamy  fighters.  J 


* • * 

Meanwhile,  the  Oommander  VB  Squadron  3 oontinued  on  toward  the  target. 

Hi ■ firat  oontaot  on  tho  enemy  wai  made  about  1C06,  and  waa  a amok*  oontaot j 
hia  aeoond  oontaot  waa  on  the  taak  foroa  itself.  Aa  has  bean  pointad  out 
previously,  tha  Japanaae  had  a dootrina  of  making  smoke  when  sighted  by 
enemy  plane*  to  soraen  their  vassals.  Parhapa  it  was  this  smuks  that  waa 
sighted  by  Commander  VB  Squadron  3. 

Commander  VB  Squadron  3 now  endoavored  to  smploy  voice  radio  to  effect 
* coordinated  attaok,  but  aa  tha  enemy  waa  engaging  the  torpedo  planes  and 
the  fighters,  no  coordination  oould  be  affsotsd.  Hia  messages  did  not 
appear  to  get  through,  so  he  proceeded  with  hia  own  approach, 

Whan  the  YORKTCTTO  dive  bomber*  had  arrived  over  the  target,  Commander 
VS  Squadron  3 noted  that  the  Japanese  were  launching  planes.  He  also  noted 
that  tha  Japanese  oarrlera  appeared  to  be  unharmed.  It  would  be  of  interest 
to  know  what  thought*  ware  passing  through  hi*  mind  when  he  discovered  that 
all  of  the  many  air  attaoka,  whloh  he  thought  the  Midway  and  TF  1C  foroaa 
had  thrown  against  the  enemy,  appeared  to  have  failed  in  inflicting  any 
apparent  damage  on  tho  enemy. 

At  thii  tUtt,  1CC4,  the  weather  wan  clear,  the  visibility  excellent. 

There  wore  scattered  oumulu#  clouds  from  1600-2BD0  feet,  The  oelling  wee 
unlimited  and  surface  wind*  were  B-0  knot*  from  the  southeast,  The  saa 
was  atlnu 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  YCRKTOTR!  Jive  bombing  squadron  took 
departure  from  its  oarrier  about  on*  hour  and  twenty  minutes  after  the 
hUTt'nPRISE  dive  bombing  squadron.  Yet  by  a strange  ooinoidor.ee  both  dive 
bombing  squadrons  sighted  the  enemy  at  the  same  time  and  made  elmultaneous 
attacks  on  dlfforent  turgets  of  the  sutnc  formation.  Although  the  presenoe 
of  eaoh  was  unknown  to  the  other,  it  so  happened  that  Commander  VI)  Squadron 
3 selected  one  of  the  oarriero  not  taken  under  utteck  by  either  VB  Squadron 
3 or  VS  Squadron  6.  He  ms.de  hie  approach  from  out  of  the  sun.  He  encountered 
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no  fighter  opposition  and  his  first  plana  to  diva  raoalvad  no  antl-alroraft 
fire.  However,  his  subsequent  planes  did  reoeiva  some  light  anti-aircraft 
fira.  Only  thirteen  of  his  seventeen  planes  dropped  bomba.  The  reason  for 
this  was  that  the  pilots  of  the  other  four  planes,  whioh  inoluded  hla  own, 
had  dropped  their  bombs  prematurely  shortly  after  take-off,  due  apparently 
to  a defect  in  the  eleotrio  bomb  release  mechanism  whioh  had  reoently  been 
installed,  Coaaander  789  although  he  knew  that  he  had  released  his  bomb 
through  mistake,  nevertheless  oontinued  to  lead  the  attaok  group,  and  used 
hie  fixed  guns  for  strafing  the  oarrisr  deok  during  the  dive. 

All  seventeen  planes  mads  the  dive.  Thirteen  1000-pound  bombs  were 
dropped.  Several  hits  were  served  by  the  firet  few  planes  to  dive  on  the 

oarrier  whioh  waa  soon  enveloped  in  flame  and  smoke.  As  t result,  the  pilots 

of  the  lest  four  planes  to  dive  shifted  their  targets.  Two  plans*  attaoked 
a nearby  battleship,  and  two  others  a orulser,  but  no  hits  war*  made  by  them. 

Upon  oompletlon  of  the  attaok,  all  planes  returns^  to  the  violnity  of  the 
YORKTOWN.  It  was  then  found  that  despite  the  enemy  anti-aircraft  fir*  whioh 
had  been  enoountered  in  the  dives,  none  of  the  planes  had  been  lost  or  damaged, 

* * # 

After  the  air  groups  had  departed  at  0606  to  attaok  the  Japanese  oarriers, 
CTF  16  dlsoovered  that  he  waa  unabl*  to  maintain  his  oombat  air  petrols  and 
keep  up  with  Point  Option— 26  knots  on  2400  (T).  This  waa  due  to— (a)  the 
fact  that  the  wind  was  easterly  and  therefore  away  from  Point  Option,  (b)  the 

faot  that  the  wind  waa  light— about  4 knots— neosssitating  that  the  oarriers 

steam  at  about  87  knota  in  an  easterly  direction  when  launching  and  recovering 
aircraft  and  (a)  the  faot  that  the  task  forea  waa  forced  to  steam  Into  the 
wind  frequently,  not  only  to  leuaeh  and  reoover  the  oombat  air  patrols,  but  also 
to  reoover  plane*  whieh  made  forced  landings,  Xn  this  oonnaotion,  it  is 
apparent  that  the  selection  of  a course  and  speed  for  Point  Option  is  alwtya 
ft  dell  oat*  problem  whioh  le  often  ooaplloated  by  unforeseen  operation*  and 
v triable  wind  oonditiona.  However,  it  is  not  olear  why  thle  difficulty  arose 
•*,n  this  operation.  The  enemy' ■ position  was  known  reasonably  closely,  the 
planned  operations  should  have  been  known  and  allowed  for  in  the  computations | 
experience  must  her*  indloatnd  thet  some  planes  would  have  foroed  landings  and 
there  was  nc  noticeable  change  in  the  foroe  und  direction  of  the  wind.  In 
addition,  the  foot  that  the  task  foroe  waa  hot  at  Point  Option  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  broadoest  by  CTF  16.  Why  he  failed  to  broadoeet  this  information 
and  to  adviee  hie  returning  attaok  groupe  as  to  hie  present  location  with  re- 
lation to  Point  Option  is  obsours. 

It  therefor*  happened  a*  might  be  expooted  that  when  the  ENTERPRISE  dive 
bombing  group  returned  t Point  Option  about  1100,  TF  16  wee  not  in  sight. 

The  Air  Croup  Commander,  therefore,  beoauae  his  fuel  was  low,  ealled  in  and 
requested  information  as  to  the  loeation  of  the  teak  foroe  with  relation  to 
Point  Option.  OTF  Id  mad*  this  information  available.  However,  despite  thle, 
some  of  the  dive  bombers,  whioh  may  have  suffered  radio  difficulties  and  whioh 
may  have  been  unabl*  to  employ  their  automatio  homing,  ran  out  of  fuel  before 
reuohing  the  ENTERPRISE  and  were  lost. 

In  this  oonnaotion  it  is  noted  thet  ell  of  the  American  oarriers  at  Midway 
were  equipped  with  ultra-high  frequanoy  automatio  homing  equipment  and  that 
man;/  planes  from  TF  16  employed  it  suooessfully  in  loosting  the  parent  oarrier. 
However,  it  is  to  be  expeoted  that  owing  to  damage  to  radio  equipment  not  only 
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in  the  plane*  hut  aleo  in  the  paront  onrriers,  these  homing  devices  may 
'.hiring  battle  baouma  Ineffective,  In  whioh  oase  rollanoe  will  then  have 
to  bo  placed  on  dead  rockonir.£  navigation  baok  to  Point  Option* 

By  1206  the  ENTERPRISE  had  landed  the  attack  group  and  CTF  16  than 
learned  the  loaoea  suffered  by  the  ENTURPRISEi  one  fighter,  ten  torpedo 
plane*  and  fourteen  diva  bombers. 


* * * 

Meanwhile  CTF  17  had  not  been  idle,  After  launohlng  hie  attaok  group 
at  0643  he  had  ohangad  oourse  to  226°  (?)  and  speed  to  26  knots,  and  endeavored 
to  olose  TF  16,  This  waa  a converging  oourae  on  ?F  16  aa  shown  on  Diagram 
At  0900  XF  16  was  bearing  183°  (T),  distant  18  milts  fr«m  the  YORKTOTN. 

CTF  17  wan  oonoerned  as  to  the  looation  of  the  two  or  three  Japanese 
carrier*  which  were*  believed  to  he  in  the  Midway  area  and  whioh  had  not  as  yet 

been  looated.  Ho  decided  to  launoh  a search  for  them.  At  1133  ho  changed 

oourae  to  070°  (T),  and  oommenoed  launohlng  a teareh  group  of  ten  dive  bombers 
of  VS  Squadron  B to  soaroh  the  sdotor  from  280°  (T)  olookwiso  to  020®  (T) 
to  a radius  of  200  mile*  and  a relief  oorabet  air  patrol  of  twelve  fighters. 

This  launohlng  waa  completed  at  1150.  Then  the  former  CAP  of  six  fighters  plus 

four  fighters  of  the  os curt  group  were  landed  for  refueling.  The  dive  bombers 
were  divided  into  five  2-plene  eearoh  sections,  and  eaoh  plane  wee  armed  with 
one  1000-pound  bomb. 

At  about  1169,  while  fueling  the  fighters  of  the  oombat  air  patrol,  OTF  17 
waa  informed  of  a YORKTCWN  radar  oontaot  on  an  incoming  group  of  enemy  planes 
or.  bearing  260°  (T),  distant  46  miles.  The  fueling  was  Immediately  dlsoontlnued. 
The  carriers'  fuel  lines  were  then  drained  and  filled  with  OOg  and  tha  gas  tanks 
were  also  surrounded  with  C02.  It  it  believed  that  this  prevented  gasoline 
firss.  The  seventeen  dive  bomber*  of  VBS  Squadron,  whioh  had  Just  returned  from 
the  attaok  on  the  Mobil*  Foroe  and  whioh  were  In  the  landing  olrole,  were  ordered 
to  olear  the  general  area  of  AA  fire.  Fightur  direction  for  TF  17  was  in  the 
YORKTOWN.  The  Fighter  Direction  of  TF  16  was  in  the  ENTERPRISE.  The  oomblnad 
CAP  of  TF  16  and  TF  17  when  YCRKTOHN  was  attacked  appears  to  have  been  twenty- 
eight  pianos. 

At  the  time  of  this  attaok  the  YORKTOWN  was  in  a circular  anti -aircraft  ■ 
disposition  with  the  YORKTOWN  in  tho  oenter,  the  cruiser  PORTLAND  60°  on  the 
starboard  bow,  and  the  oruisar  ASTCIUA  60°  on  the  port  bow.  The  MORRIS  waa  in 
position  340°,  the  HAMMANN  020°,  the  RUSSELL  120°,  the  HUOHES  240°,  and  the 
ANDERSON  180°,  The  cruisers  were  on  the  2000  yard  olrole t the  destroyers  on  tha 
3000  yard  olrole.  Speed  waa  30,6  knoti|  the  axis  226°  (T). 

Heather  at  the  tlmo  of  this  attaok  was  exoellenti  wind  from  SE,  foroe  2| 
temperature  air  76)  oloude  3/l0  overoasti  visibility  20  mllesi  sea  smooth  with 
swells  from  east. 
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A*  th*r*  wer*  several  unidentified  plane  group*  on  the  YORKTCWN 
radar  aoreen  hearing  from  266°  to  316°  (T),  aeveral  aaotiona  of  fighter* 
from  the  oombat  air  patrol  were  being  veatored  to  intercept  and  identify 
theae  group*.  The  remaining  planea  of  the  two  group*  of  defending  fighter* 
■uooeeded  in  intercepting  the  incoming  Japan**#  plane*  and  attaoked  them. 

A*  a remit  of  the  interception  by  the  fighter*  from  both  TF  16  and  TF 
17,  the  Japanese  air  group*  whioh  oonsiited  of  eighteen  dir*  bomber*  escorted 
by  six  fighter*  brok*  up  into  smaller  group**  Mast  of  the  attaoking  plane* 
were  shot  dawn  by  th*  oombat  air  patrol*  b*for*  they  began  their  dire  on 
the  YORKTCWN,  About  eight  of  the  bomber*  finally  suooeeded  in  attaoking  the 
YORKTCWN,  Sereral  were  ehot  down  by  gunfire*  Most  of  these  appear  to  hare 
been  shot  down  during  the  withdrawal*  Although  the  YORKTCWN  endearored  to 
avoid  this  attaok  through  maneuver  and  anti-airoraft  fire,  the  we*  uniuooe**- 
ful,  for  at  ISOS  the  Japanese  suooeedad  in  making  three  bomb  hits  from  800 
feet  altitude*  The  first  hit  atruok  just  abaft  th*  #2  elevator  on  th*  *tar- 
board  aide,  making  a ho 3*  in  tha  flight  deok  about  10x10  feet*  This  hole  was 
repaired  in  26  minutes*  Th*  **oond  bomb  pi*ro*d  the  flight  deck  and  exploded 
in  the  ataok,  starting  small  fires*  This  bomb  ruptured  th*  uptake*  from 
boiler*  1*  2 and  3,  oompl*t*ly  disabled  boiler*  2 and  3,  and  *xtingul»h#d 
fir**  in  boiler*  1,  2*  3,  4,  5 and  6.  This  oauaad  th*  speed  to  drop  to  six 
knot*  and  after  about  20  minuts*  to  ««ro*  Tha  third  bomb  pi*ro*d  th*  star- 
board sld*  of  #1  tlarator  and  exploded  on  the  fourth  deok,  necessitating 
tha  flooding  of  the  magaaine*  in  th*  vioinity*  Thirteen  Japanese  bomber* 
and  three  fighter*  were  shot  down  in  th*  engagement j a fourth  fighter  melt  a 
foroed  landing  in  th*  water  on  returning  to  th*  Mobile  Force.* 

CTF  16  ordered  th*  PBNSAGOLA,  VINCENNES,  BKNHAM  and  BALCH  at  1236  to 
aceiat  th*  YORK!' OWN,  Th*  ENTERPRISE  and  HORNET  fueled  end  armed  th#  YORKTCWN'* 
attaok  plane*  and  her  oombat  air  patrols,  Th*  ENTERPRISE  at  1237  oommenoed 
taking  aboard  about  fifteen  dive  bomber*  of  th#  YORKTCWN  Air  .Group.  At  1246 
the  NEW  ORLEANS , from  the  HORNE’'  Group,  wee  directed  to  Join  the  EIU’ERFRISE 
Group.  At  about  1313  CTF  17  anl  staff  transferred  from  th#  YORKTOWN  to  the 
ASTORIA.  At  1324  PENSACOLA,  VINCENNES,  3EN11AU  and  DAL0H  joined  TF  17.  At 
about  1360  th*  onmmand  wan  notified  over  the  fighter  director  net  that  the* 
enemy  was  using  deception  and  we*  ordering  Amerioen  fighter*  to  return  to 
station  end  lend*  At  about  thio  time  th*  situation  on  the  YORKTCWN  had  Im- 
proved enough  to  warrent  fueling  th#  tun  fighter*  on  deok.  At  1410  TF  If. 
oonibat  air  patrol  ehot  down  a seaplane  snooper  about  60  mile*  south  of  that 
foro*.  On  several  oooaeiono  TF  16  oombat  air  patrol*  had  been  veotored  out 
to  interoept  bogie*  will  oh  later  turned  out  to  be  friendly.  This  wa*  due  to 
th#  faot  that  IFF  equipment  had  not  at  that  time  been  etandurdited  within 
■erviou*  or  between  oervioci,  with  the  result  that  ail  IFF  signal*  did  not 
■how  on  all  type*  of  radar.  In  TF  16  tho  HORNET  had  an  SC  radar,  whereat  th* 
ENTERPRISE  had  a CXAM. 

At  1421  th*  YORKTCWN,  whioh  had  been  eteeming  at  5 knot*,  inor*a**d 
■peed  to  16  knot*  and  at  1437  to  lli  Knots.  At  1432,  Juat  after  *h*  had  oom- 

♦ tiaftle^ep'ort  “on  Midway r "7oY  ."ST”  inoluding  1<5W  Denron,  16th  iJineeweepdiv, 
AKAOI,  KAUA,  SORYU  aud  HIHYU,  WDC  H 160086-B. 
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manoed  fueling  her  fighter* . another  approeohing  enemy  air  group  ms 
plowed  up  by  radar  bearing  280°  (T),  distant  40  mile*. 


The  YORKTCWN  immediately  dleoontlnued  fueling  of  piano*  t drained 
her  gaeollne  system  and  secured  It  with  CO2  a*  before.  She  veotored 
out  six  fighters  to  intercept  this  enemy  group  and  commenced  lsunohlng 
in  addition  eight  of  the  fighter*  on  deck*  whioh  then  had  S3  gallons 
eaoh  of  gaaollne.  These  plena*  were  also  vectored  toward*  the  enemy. 

The  YORKTOWN  fighters,  plu*  the  Tt  18  combat  fir  patrol.  Intercepted 
the  enemy  plane*  at  a point  10>14  nils*  away  from  TT  17.  Thy  discovered 
that  the  attack  group  consisted  of  about  tea  torpedo  planes  escorted  by 
six  fighters  and  suooesded.  In  shooting  down  ssvsrsl.  Japanese  losses  ln 
this  attack  from  all  source*  totalled  five  torpedo  planes  and  threa  fighters.* 
This  group  had  been  launched  by  the  HIltYU  at  1331* 

At  1441  the  YORKTOWN  ms  attaoksd..  At  this  time  she  ms  in  an  anti* 
aircraft  dlspoaltion  with  tha  YORKTOWN  at  tha  canter  and  with  the  screen  on 
a clrols  2000  yards  from  tha  oentar.  Tha  oours*  and  axis  appear  to  have 
boon  090°  (T)  at  the  time  of  forming  the  dlspcfltion.  Ships  were  positioned 
with  refertmoe  to  the  axis  approximately  as  follows— MORRIS  022°,  ASTORIA  000°, 
tUMMANN  060°,  HUOHES  128°.  VINCENNES  188°,  ANDERSON  18?a,  FDBSILt  2;8°,  PENSA- 
COLA 280®.  BEN HAM  290®,  PORTLAND  320®,  BALCH  382®.  This  disposition  ms 
unusual  in  that  it  appeara  to  have  been  the  first  time  that  tha  screening  ahlpe 
had  bean  located  on  the  sene  oirole.  Heretofore  they  had  been  loosted  on 
different  oirolea  with  the  oruisera  always  on  an  Inner  oirole  to  gain  certain 
anti-submarine  protection  from  the  dectroyer  screen. 

As  ths  Japanese  planes  came  in.  tha  YORKTOWN  continued  launching  fighters, 
and  succeeded  In  launching  tha  last  three  planes  available  for  aotlon  after  the 
task  foroe  had  opened  fire.  The  YORKTOWN  waa  oaught  ln  this  operation  launching 
pianos  when  under  air  attack,  which  ml n fortune  had  also  befallen  ths  Japanese. 

After  her  lest  plana  had  been  launched,  the  YORKTOWN  ooramsnosd  maneuvering 
radically  to  avoid  enemy  torpedoes.  Meanwhile,  the  antl-airoraft  batteries  of 
all  ships  whioh  oould  boar  commenced  effective  firing  on  ths  Japanese  plane*. 
However,  despite  what  ms  reported  by  ths  Japanese  strike  leader  to  bs  highly 
sffsotiv#  antl-alroraft  firs,  ths  YORKTOWN  was  hit  on  the  port  side  at  1448  by 
two  torpedoes.  One  torpedo  hit  at  approximately  frame  92|  the  second  hit  at 
frame  80.  As  a result  the  port  side  fuel  tanks  from  frame  69  to  frame  107  were 
reported  breaohed  and  open  to  the  eea.  Fire  roo.»s  2,  8,  and  6 and  tha  forward 
generator  room  were  flooded.  All  power  was  lost,  stoam  pressure  dropping  Im- 
mediately. All  the  oleotrlc  power  failed  completely.  Even  though  the  amergenoy 
generator  out  in  automatically,  tha  oontrol  board  shorted,  tripping  the  olroult 
breakers.  lbs  rudder  jammed  at  15°  left  rudder  and  the  ship  bee  wee  dead  in  tha 
water.  Alter  the  torpedo  hits, the  YORKTOWN  immediately  took  a list  of  1?®. 
whioh  ln  17  mimioes  lnoraasad  to  23°. 

At  1444  the  ENTERPRISE  took  ovar  all  fighter  direotlon. 
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At  1446  a YORKTCJRN  soout,  who  had  taken  departuro  ut  1160,  reported 
"1  CV,  2 flB,  3 CA,  4 DD,  170-05  It,  31-16  N.  uourse  000,  speed  15."  Thio 
report  wee  first  sent  In  plain  English  by  voice  radio  end  woe  followed  up 
by  s key  transmission.  This  oontaot  wan  made  in  the  extreme  1 >ft  lmnd 
search  sector  (280°-300°)  olose  to  the  limiting  bearing  line  230°  (T)  on 
the  return  leg  of  the  seotor  seercu,  Had  the  sector  boon  flown  in  the 
opposite  dlreotion  the  foroo  would  probably  not  nave  been  lighted.  Suon 
are  the  fortunes  of  wart  This  oontaot  placed  the  enemy  foroe  in  n position 
bearing  £79*  (T),  distant  110  miles  from  the  1150  position  of  the  YORKTOWN, 

(the  point  of  departure  of  the  searoh  group).  This  oontaot  roport  was  in 
error  by  38  miles,  Actually,  the  enemy  was  bearing  281°,  distant  72  miles, 

The  Commanding  Cffioer  of  the  YCRKTOWN  was  now  fnoed  with  a serious 
deoislon.  Ills  ship  was  heavily  lilting,  his  power  lost,  hi • auxiliary  power 
unusable,  A oontaot  had  been  made  on  an  enemy  carrier  foroe  but  110  miles 
away,  and  a new  air  attack  might  be  coming  in  momentarily..  Ho  decided  to 
abandon  ship,  U*  oommsnosd  that  operation  ab  1500,  the  I3AL0H,  DENHAM,  RUSSELL 
and  ANDERSON  rescuing  the  survivors.  The  sea  was  fairly  onlin  with  muoh  fuel 
oil  on  the  water.  The  soundness  of  the  deeislort  to  abandon  ship  completely 
is  open  to  question,  as  the  value  of  carriers  to  the  United  stntos  wiu.  of 
trnnsoending  importance  and  demanded  the  most  extraordinary  efforts  in  en- 
deavoring to  save  them.  It  would.  La  tho  light  of  hindsight,  have  boer  wiser 
to  remove  personnel  not  required  for  immediate  salve, ;o  operations,  and  to 
endeavor  with  the  remainder  to  conduct  ailvago  operations  in  an  attempt  to 
save  the  ship. 

While  this  abandon  ship  operation  was  proceeding,  tho  cruisers  and 
destroyers  olrolod  the  Y0RHT0T1H,  At  1614  CTF  17  directed  all  ships,  "stand 
by  to  repel  air  atteok."  The  BALCH  and  RUSSELL  rejoined  the  ooreoni  the 
BEN  HAM  and  AN’DERSOl!  continued  resoulng  the  survivors,  All  screening  ships 
steamed  around  the  YORKTOWN  at  about  20  knots.  All  dootroysri  participated 
lr.  ths  rotoue  operations,  eaoh  destroyer  being  ordovud  to'rojoln  tho  screen- 
ing oirole  when  it  was  oonsiderod  that  sufficient  survivors  hed  been  taken  on 
board,* 

At  1630  the  ENTERPRISE  in  Tlr  10  oommenood  launohlng  a second  nttaok  group 
of  twenty-four  dive  hombure.  This  group  ocneistod  of  eix  pianos  from  VS 
Squadron  fl|  fourteen  from  Vfi  Squadron  3 and  four  from  VB  Squadron  6.  Comntvrler 
VS  Squadron  6 was  designated  as1  the  strike  leader.  Eleven  of  these  planes 
were  armed  with  one  1000-pound  bomb  each,  and  thirteen  were  armed  with  on# 
600-pound  bomb  each.  At  1000  the  attaok  group  took  doparture.  It  will  be 
noted  that  no  fighter  eeoort  wnt>  provided.  This  was  booeuee  It  was  considered 
that  those  planes  were  necessary  for  the  defense  of  the  tesk  forces. 

Meanwhile  tho  HORNET  also  Inunohed  un  attack  group  of  ulxtoun  dive 
bombers,  oomploting  tills  launching  at  1312,  Two  planes  returned  oeoause  of 
engine  trouble.  Eight  of  the«'>  planes  worn  armed  with  ono  1000-pound  bomb 
eaoh,  and  olght  were  armed  with  one  500-pounJ  bomb  ninth.  The  majority,  if 
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not  all  of  the*#  plariuu,  war#  from  VS  Squadron  8,  as  only  thraa  plana# 
from  VB  Squadron  8 had  landed  aboard  after  tha  morning' a flight. 

Both  of  the**  attaok  group*  ware  diraotad  to  attaok  tha  oarriar  group 
believed  to  boor  at  1830  278°  (T),  distant  1(32  milaa  from  tha  HORNET.  Thaaa 
“wo  oarriar*  onoc  again  luunohtid  thair  attaok  groups  at  different  time*,  and 
diraotad  tham  tot.  attaok  indapondantly  rathar  than  ■imultanaeuily  undtr  ona 
Air  Strlko  Commandar. 

By  1639  all  survivors  had  baan  reoovered  from  tha  YORKTCTTN, 

At  1680  the  ENTERPRISE  attaok  group  aightad  tha  anas y disposition,  and 
notad  that  ita  oompoiition  wa*  exaotly  a*  reported  by  tha  YORKTCTIN  plan#-- 
orie  oarriar.  two  battlaahips.  thraa  heavy  oruiaar*  and  four  d#etroy#r*--but 
that  it*  oouraa  wa*  now  westerly,  and  it*  ip**d  about  20  knot*. 

Tha  weather  oonditona  at  tha  target  ware  ideal,  with  axoellent  visibility, 
unlimitad  oalling,  and  scattered  oloud*  at  2800  feat.  Th*  *aa  w*a  imooth. 

At  1700  tha  Strike  Leader  of  th*  ENTERPRISE  Air  Croup  ( Commander  VS  6) 
ordered  VD  Squadron  6 and  VS  Squadron  6 to  attaok  tha  oarriar  IIIRYU,  arid  tha 
YORKTOWN  VB  Squadron  3 plan**  to  attaok  a babtl**hip  whioh  appear*  to  hav# 
baan  tha  HARUNA.  PI*  reason  for  thi*  target  designation  1*  not  clear,  for 
th*  moat  important  target  wa*  the  enemy  oarriar,  and  it  wa*  aseeutiil  that 
it  be  destroyed.  Tha  importance  of  th*  battlaihip*  and  other  eurfaoa  foroa* 
a*  target*  vra*  only  eaoendary,  Would  it  not  hava  bean  prudimt  if  th*  Strike 
Leader  had  dlraotod  all  piano*  to  attaok  tha  MRYU?  Such  aotion  would  not 
have  prevented  the  leader*  of  tho  various  elements  of  waoh  group  from  divert- 
ing thair  attack*  to  a auoeudary  nbjnotiv*.  ona*  th*  first  objective  had 
o*n**d  to  bo  a profitable!  target.  In  thi*  oonnootion  it  i»  of  lntereit  that 
th*  leader  of  VB  Squadron  3 did  not  attaok  tho  HARUKA  but,  instead,  attaokad 
th*  IURYU,  stating  in  hi*  aotion  report  that  h#  hud  ob*ervad  no  hit*  on  th# 
oarriar  by  th#  first  planer  to  ottack.  Bran  *o,  two  of  hi*  plan#*  did  attaok 
the  HARUNA,  aflir  th#  HIRYU  wai  aeon  to  be  in  flam**.  A*  a roault  of  the*# 
attaok*  in  which  alovan  1000-pr-und  bomb*  and  thirteen  600-pound  bomba  ware 
dropped,  tha  it : RYU  received  four  hits)  slit  unknown i the  HARUKA  non#.* 

At  1712  CTF  17  deal. '.ad  to  depart  th#  YORKTOWN  and  join  TF  16.  H* 
therefore  fermed  ooluaui  '*ith  hi*  oruii*r#  b*hind  a bent  line  destroyer  *or**n, 
and  lion  dad  in  a avutheosUrl':/  direction  to  clo»#  TF  1(3.  Thi*  decision  of 
CTF  17  to  abandon  th'i  YC'RKTOWN  without  making  any  further  effort  at  thi*  tima 
to  * a vo  her  i*  subjaot  to  oon*ld»r*blo  analyst*.  It  was  a difficult  decision. 
Hi*  main  strength.  TF  10,  was  woll  t>  the  eastward i eortaln  air  content*  lad 
him  bo  fear  an  air  attaok  at  any  tima  during  th*  romnluder  of  daylight)  the 
enemy  might  attempt  to  destroy  th*  YORKTCWN  during  tha  night)  hi*  foroa*  wero 
relatively  weak)  four  of  hi*  destroyers  were  heavily  orowdad  with  *urvlvor*— 
whot  should  he  do?  On  th*  othep  hand,  ao  stated  previously,  he  knew  that  th* 
YORWOTO  was  of  inestimable  value  to  tho  American  future  operation*  and  har 
salvage  wan  almost  essential,  She  wan  mulr.telning  a cloudy  trim**  and  appeared 
to  have  reached  er.  equilibrium  of  buoyancy,  (about  24°)***  Ha  daoidad,  howevei. 
that  tho  bust  daoluior.  was  to  retire)  to 

♦fctobiie  kor'o*  betailod  But  tie  Report  RevLuw, May  U ~'T,  p.[i7-8G. 
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transfer  the  eurvivors  to  the  PORTLAND  durinp.  the  night  when  praotiosblo  ) 

which  wus  to  then  head  for  Pearl  Ilarborj  to  have  the  VINCENNES  and  PENSACOLA 

rejoin  TP  16,  and  to  return  with  the  remainder  of  TF  17  to  the  YORKTOWN  in  the 

morning.*  But  was  this  dsoleion  ooireot?  llipht  it  net  have  boon  wleer  to  hava 

andeevorod  to  repair  the  YOP.KTCWN  during  t>-,  night,  employing  probably  two 

destroyers,  end  a limited  number  of  key  salvage  personnel?  The  destroyer  radars 

should  in  suoh  oase  give  somo  warning  of  the  enemy  apprdaoh,  eo  that,  if  neoessary, 

the  YORKTOWN  might  then  be  sunk  nni  the  destroyers  rctirtd  before  olost  action 

had  ooourrsd,  Aftsr  this  action  CIMCTAC  issued  inetruotions  thet,  "In  the  ovent 

a ship  reosives  suoh  severe  battle  damage  that  abandonment  may  be  a possibility,  • 

a skeletonised  orew  to  effeofc  rescue  of  the  ship  shall  be  ready  aithor  to  remain 

on  board  or  to  be  placed  in  an  attendant  vessel.** 

Meanwhile  the  BORNS?  Group  of  fourteen  dive  bombers  had  at  1720  arrived 
at  its  target  and  had  found  tha  carrier  HIRYU  burning  throughout  its  entire 
length.  The  Strike  Leader  then  decided  that  tha  HIRYU  wee  no  longer  a profitable 
target  and  dlreoted  that  his  group  attaok  a battleship  and  a oruiser.  The 
attaok  was  made,  according  to  Japanaio  reports,  only  on  the  oruiser  TONE.  A 
'total  of  seven  1000-pound  bombs  end  seven  tlOO-poumi  bombs  wore  dropped,  No 
hits  wen  made* 

CTP  17,  who  was  now  olcslng  TF  10,  realised  that  he  oould  not  allow  the 
YORKTCWN  to  fall  into  Japanese  hands,  and  that  therefore  he  must  leave  some 
•hip  behind  to  sink  her  should  the  Japanese  appear.  He  therefore  at  1800 
directed  his  Commander  Screening  Qroup,  info  HUGHES,  as  follows»»HDireot  HUGHES 
stand  by  YDRKTOWN,  Do  not  permit  anyone  to  board  her*  Sink  her  if  necessary 
bo  prevent  capture,  or  if  serious  fires  develop,"  In  oomplianae  with  this  % 

dispatch  the  HUGHES  at  1 SIC  departed  and  shortly  thereafter  rejoined  the 

YorTomj, 

At  1816  OTP  17  reoeived  e dispatoh  from  OTP  16  stating,  "HORNET  and 
ENTERPRISE  groups  now  attacking  fourth  oarrier  reported  by  your  search  planes. 

HORNET  about  20  miles  east  of  me.  Have  you  any  iunbruotlons  for  future  opera- 
tl  is,"  To  this  iin^vtant  dispatch  CTP  17  replied,  "Negative.  Will  conform 
to  your  movements."  CTF  17  appears  bn  have  preferred  that  OTF  16  operate  as 
the  Offloer-in-Taotloal  Command  end  that  he  himself,  with  the  remainder  of  TP 
17  merely  follow  the  movement*  of  TP  16. 

At  1029  as  CTP  17  olosed  TP  18,  he  sighted  the  HORNET  bearing  149°  (T), 
distant  18  mllee. 

At  1634  the  ENTERPRISE  completed  the  reoovery  of  her  attaok  group  of 
dive  bombere.  Three  did  not  return. 

At  1846  CTP  17  in  line  with  his  plan  dntaohed  the  VINCENNES  and  PENS/.* 

COLA  from  TP  17  and  directed  them  to  rojoin  CTP  IS,  Whether  or  not  he  advised 
CTP  16  as  bo  his  reasons  for  this  notion  is  not  known,  but  apparently  CTP  17 
had  dsoided  to  ellow  CTP  16  to  oouduot  the  oombat  phases  of  this  operation, 

"•fleneraT XcooujvT  Bat'Gi*  of  l^i'iw'ay',  iom. Cruisers,  i’aolfio HPTeTFT  June  i4,lr>MS,p.b* 
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wharao*  h*  himaalf  would  oonduot  th*  selvage  operations  for  th*  YORK TOWN, 
Excepting  for  th*  BALOH  and  th®  REWHAM  ha  appears  to  hava  daalrad  that  CTF 
16  ba  In  full  strength. 

At  1669  tha  H0RN3T  recovered  hor  attack  group  of  diva  bombers j all 
raturnad  aaf aly. 

At  1918  the  HOHNBT  and  ENTERPRISE  aurfaoa  group*  rejoined,  and  formed 
TF  13  again  aa  a oohealv*  unit  with  OTF  18  aa  tha  Offiicr-ln-fi-Mtloal  Comiiand. 

CTF  16,  meanwhile,  on  raoaipt  of  OTF  1 7 • a despatch  that  ha  had  no 
inatruotiona  to  offer  fcr  future  operation*,  oonaidorad  what  ha  ahould  do, 

Ra  raaliiad  that  tha  auacvy  Mobile  Foroa  waa,  at  about  1700,  about  mo  mi. lea 
to  tha  waat  northwerti  that  It  now  oonaiatad  of  two  battleship*,  three 
heavy  orulaera  and  four  daatroyara,  that  thaaa  ahipa  had  auf farad  probably 
onlv  minor  damage,  and  that  it  oould  eaaily  raaoh  tha  present  looation  of 
TF  16  by  midnight,  ho  also  raaliiad  that  there  waa  a poaaibllity  of  an  addi- 
tional oerrier  being  with  another  taak  foroa  in  tha  area*  Ha  rationed  thit 
thla  fifth  oarriar  might  ba  proiant  baoauia  of  CINOPAO'e  orlgincl  intelligence 
data  whioh  indicated  a poaaibllity  of  four-fiva  firiit-lin*  oarrlara  In  the  araa. 
Ka  apparently  believed  that  thara  ware  other  foroa',  In  tha  araa  which  wara  net 
aa  yet  laoated.  Finally,  hii  knowledge  of  tha  Japanese  lad  him  ta  believe  that 
in  order  to  aava  faoa  they  would  rot  retire  without  seeking  night  notion,  and 
possibly  not  bafora  a landing  attaok  on  Midway  had  been  attempted,  lit  conoludad 
that,  aa  a oaloulatod  riak,  it  would  not  ba  wioe  to  attempt  o move  to  tha  waat* 
ward  during  tha  early  houra  of  tha  night,  aa  ha  might  wall  ,un  into  an  umbuah,* 
Ra  therefor#  duoidod  to  head  to  tha  eastward  at  ouoh  \ apaad  oa  would  prevent 
Japanese  aurfaoa  oontaot  und  would  be  economical  an  regard*  fuel.  Accordingly, 
at  about  1916  ho  aat  oouraa  rnd  axla  aa  090u  (T),  speed  16,  Five  ml  mite  a later 
tha  PNNOAOOU  and  VXN3KNNHIE  rejoined, 

Thio  deoiaion  of  OTF  16  to  retire  to  tha  aaat  at  this  time  ha*  bran  tha 
eubjeot  of  ooneldorabl o controversy,  but  in  view  of  tha  Japan***  intent  which 
wa  now  know  there  oan  no  longer  b*  doubt  that  tha  decision  waa  oorreot,  A 
atudy  of  riagren  "D"  ahowa  that  tha  Japan* a a war*  assembling  strong  aurfnee 
foroan  to  destroy  CTF  16  in  night  aotlon  ahould  ha  mev*  westward  durin**  'he 
night,  Tna  asoantial  aliment  needed  by  the  Japan***  to  oontinua  aaatwv.  d waa 
intelligent.*  that  the  Amarioan  task  faroaa  war#  moving  weotward.  In  thla  event 
thla  diagram  ahowa  that  night  aotion  would  have  bean  highly  probable,  OTF  16 
stated,  "I  did  not,  feel  justified  in  risking  a night  anoountar  with  possibly 
superior  enemy  forces,  but,  in  the  morning,  I wished  to  hava  a position  from 
which  either  to  follow  up  retreating  enemy  forcer  or  to  break  up  a landing 
attack  on  Midway,"** 

At  2000  OTF  17,  who  had  been  oloslng  TF  16  from  tha  northwest,  changed 
oourao  to  090°  (T),  and  apaad  to  16  knot*  in  order  to  follow  tha  eotiona  of 

•Aotion  Report  TW  l8,  Battle  of  Midway,  serial  Oiaa-A  of  June  loth",  TST?  n.3, 
••Pa.aonal  latter  from  CTF  16  to  QINCPAC,  Battl*  of  Midway,  lii  June  1042, 
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CTF  16.  3y  2200  TF  \7  mi  bearing  026®  (T),  diatant  10  miles  from  the 
ENTERPRISE.  Thia  bearing  and  dietanoe  was  maintained  until  midnight. 


At  2400  the  Striking  Foroe  (TFa  16  and  17)  waa  bearing  060°,  diatant 
1B0  ailea  from  Midway.  j 

i 
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SUBMARINES  | 

(Amarioan)  ' 

0000  June  4th  to  2400  June  4th  :] 

v 

With  the  oommoneemont  of  the  new  day.  all  aubmarinea  remained  in  their  j 

assigned  atationa  with  the  exoeption  of  the  CUTTLEFISH  which  oontinued  doling 

Midway  aeekiug  the  reported  damaged  Japanese  battleship.  ] 

Shortly  after  midnight,  at  0020,  the  CUTTLEFISH  lighted  a Im'ge  heavily  ] 

loaded  tanker.  She  altered  oourae  to  attack  thia  veaael,  and  made  a re,..,,  [ 

of  thia  oontaot  to  CTF  7 at  Pearl  Harbor,  giving  the  latitude  aa  27°  N.,  Long. 

170°-02'  E.  CTF  7 direoted  the  CUTTLEFISH  to  ocntinue  trailing.  She  waa 
unable  to  reaoh  an  attaok  position  before  davm.  At  daybreak  she  aubmerged  to 
periaoope  depth  and  oontinued  to  trail. 

In  his  review  of  the  aotion  taken  by  the  CUTTLEFISH,  CTF  7 stated  "In 
euoh  oases  a valuable  vesise!  suoh  as  thia,  upon  whioh  the  future  operations 
of  the  Main  Body  must  depend  ao  muoh,  should  have  been  kept  in  alght  as  well 
as  poeaible  by  trailing  on  the  aurfaoe  if  no  opportunity  to  attaok  occurred, 
and  further  oontaot  reporta  should  hare  been  sent,  in  order  that  planes  could 
be  direoted  to  the  tenker  for  her  destruction. 

At  0644  the  NAUTILUS  intercepted  the  first  plain  language  report  sent 
out  by  Midway  aearoh  planea.  Thia  report  waa  to  tha  effeot  that  many  enemy 
planes  were  headod  towards  Midway  and  were  bearing  320°  (T),  distant  160  miles 
fj.om  that  island.  Aa  this  position  was  on  the  boundary  of  tha  patrol  area  of 
! iUTILUS,  she  proceeded  towards  that,  position.  In  thia  eonneotlon  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  ClNOPAC's  operation  plan  direoted  that  all  submarine* 
i guard  aontinuoualy  26,1  and  to  guard  the  aircraft  fiequenoy  4266,  only 

j between  0730  and  1930. ***  As  the  search  planes  took  off  at  0430,  this  meant 

f that  the  submarines,  if  the  plan  was  strictly  adhered  to,  would  not  be  able 

j to  interoept  a aearoh  plane  contact  until  about  3 hours  after  the  planes  had 

left  Midway.  The  faot  that  the  NAUTILUS  intercepted  thia  contact  report  indi- 
cates that  her  Commanding  Offioer  waa  alert  to  the  . equlreraents  of  tne  situation. 

'Why  the  communication  plan  did  not  provide  for  the  submarines  to  man  thia 
frequency  earlier  is  obscure.  Several  oontaot  reports  had  been  made  prior  to 
,.),ri 44  by  Midway  search  planes,  but  as  these  contacts  were  in  aircraft  code,  the 
j NAUTILUS  does  not  appear  to  have  been  able  to  decode  them.  The  inference  ie 

! that  the  eubmarines  were  not  provided  with  the  aircraft  code. 

! aComSutrao, Battle  of  Midway,  Extraots  from  War  Diaries,  Ser. 0737, June  28, 

! 1342,  p.l. 

1 **ComSubPao  Battle  of  Midway, Ser. 0867  July  31,1942,  p.7, 

| ***CINCPAC  Operation  Plan  29-42,  Serial  0014  W,  27  May  3942,  para.  6a. 


i 

li 


(• 


The  information  was  most  timely,  for  it  enabled  the  NAUTILUS  to 
close  the  Mobile  Force.  The  submvrinos  adjacent  to  her  failed  to  receive 
this  informttiebn  until  two  to  three  hours  later,  when  they  were  directed 
by  OTi’  7 to  close  the  enemy,  had  t.heae  submarines  received  the  initial 
contact  reports,  additional  submarines  might  have  obtained  attack  positions. 

As  the  NAUTILUS  proceeded  toward  the  probable  position  of  the  enemy 
carriers,  she  sighted  at  0068  a formation  of  six  planes,  which  presumably 
were  the  torpedc  planes  of  VT  Squadron  8 baaing  at  Midway  and  at  this  time 
en  route  to  attach  the  Mobile  Force,  At  071C  on  sighting  smoke  and  antl- 
airoraft  bursts,  site  submerged  to  periscope  depth.  At  this  time  CTF  7 
direoted  all  aubmarines  of  the  Midway  Patrol,  excepting  the  CACHALOT,  FLYING 
FI3H,  and  CUTTLEFISH,  to  close  and  attaok  the  enemy  to  the  northweat  and  gave 
the  location,*  The  NAUTILUS  did  not  receive  this  message,  due  presumably  to 
the  fact  that  she  was  submerged  at  the  time  of  its  transmission.  At  0755  she 
observed  the  tops  of  masts  dead  ahead  and  was  atrafed  by  aircraft.  She  dived 
to  ICO  feet,  but  continued  to  dose. 

At  0000  she  sighted  a formation  of  one  battleship  and  thro©  oruisors.  Che 
made  an  approach  on  the  battleship  and  heard  echo  ranging  for  the  firrt  time. 
During  her  approach  she  was  bombed  by  aircraft  enoe  and  depth  charged  by  aur- 
faco  vessels  three  timos,  ''Then  those  attache  appeared  ended,  she  own*; 
to  perisoope  depth  and  saw  ships  on  all  sides,  She  had  Oome  up  in  tho  center 
of  the  Japanese  disposition,  which  was  loose  and  scattered  somewhat  bcouuse  of 
air  attacks.  Che  wad  sighted  by  the  Japanese.  On  sighting  her,  some  of  tho 
ships  moved  away  at  high  speed,  others  olroled  to  avoid  a torpedo,  and  many 
fired  at  her. 

The  NAUTILUS  fired  two  torpedoes  at  a battleship,  estimated  range  4500 
yards,  speed  28  knots.  However,  she  suffered  a material  casualty  such  that 
only  one  torpedo  left  the  tuba.  This  missed  the  maneuvering  battleship.  The 
NAUTILUS  dove  to  160  feet  and  there  underwent  considerable  depth  oharging. 

At  0900  she  sighted  a carrier  maneuvering,  but  again  was  forced  to  deep  sub- 
mergenoe,  this  time  by  the  esoort  vessels.  At  0810  she  fired  a torpedo  at 
what  she  reported  was  a J1NTSU  olasu  cruiser,  but  which  was,  in  fact,  the 
Japanese  destroyer  AFASHX,  At  0935  she  buv)  topmasts  bearing  005°  (T)  and 
headed  in  that  direotion,  She  intercepted  a message  reporting  one  oarrier 
burning  and  saw  muoh  smoke  ahead.  At  1145  she  saw  a burning  oarrier  of  the 
S0KYU  olaou  8 mileo  away  in  Lat,  30°-13  !!.,  Long,  179°-17'  Vf,  She  dosed, 
s.n.i  at  1369  fired  three  torpedoea  into  this  carrier  all  of  which  appeared 
to  hit.  She  was  then  forced  to  increase  her  depth  ngain  .ind  underwent  heavy 
depth  charge  attack.  She  remained  at  deep  submergence  until  1610,  when  she 
rose  to  perisoope  depth  and  found  that  tho  carrier  had  been  abandoned.  It 
appear#  to  have  sunk  at  about  1915,  She  then  returned  to  her  patrol  area,** 

Meanwhile  the  other  submarines  of  the  Midway  Group,  exoept  the  CACHALOT, 
FLYING  FISH,  and  CirTTLEFISJIi,  were  steaming  on  such  oourses  and  speeds  as  would. 
In  the  opinions  of  their  oormanders,  make  oontaot  with  the  Mobile  Force.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  these  commanders  had  been  informed  by  CTF  7 in  a dee* 

*5om§ubfac7 Battle  "7  iiidway,  Ser.  0^6^,  July  31,1942,  p.j, 

••Patrol  Roport  NAUTILUS,  Ser.027,  June  7,1942, 
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patch  released  at  0G43  of  the  0662  position  of  the  Mobile  Force.  The 
approximate  tracks  of  the  AmerLoan  submarines  nro  shown  in  Diagram  "D-4." 

At  about  0832  the  GROUPER  made  contact  on  three  Japanese  ships  bearing 
about  2G0°  (T),  which  appeared  t,  be  under  air  attaok.  She  saw  many  planes 
and  noted  that  the  three  ships  were  firing  their  anti-airoraft  guns  with 
many  bursts  visible.  At  1140  she  sighted  smoke  from  two  burning  ships  bear- 
ing 311°  (T),  distant  10-12  miles.  The  Commanding  Officer  did  not  develop 
these  contaote.*  Ills  stated  reasons  for  not  doing  so  were  based  primarily 
on  enemy  depth  oharge  attaoks  which  drove  him  down,  and,  secondarily, 
because  he  feared  that  an  enemy  ship  might  sink  on  him.  In  this  connection 
it  is  noted  that  a large  number  of  the  attaoks  reported  by  the  Commanding 
Officer  closely  ooincided  with  the  actual  timeB  of  the  American  Striking 
Force  attaoks  on  the  Japanese  Mobile  Force.  CTF  7 expressed  the  opinion 
that  "A  statement  suoh  as  this  in  the  midst  of  an  all-out  engagement,  clearly 
shows  the  mental  attitude  of  the  Commanding  Offioer.  The  abandonment  of  an 
attaok  through  l'ear  the  target  would  sink  on  top  of  him  is  inoonceivable. 

During  the  morning  and  early  afternoon,  he  reported  o total  of  over  100 
'heavy  explosions'  many  of  them  'olose  aboard'  and  during  the  course  of  the 
entire  day,  approximately  200  suoh  explosions  were  reported,  submarine  being 
at  deep  submergenoe  practically  the  whole  time,  yet  at  the  end  of  the  day, 
even  after  a depth  oharge  attaok,  he  reported  "no  glass  was  broken  and  no 
apparent  internal  damage  resulted  from  the  attaok".  Perisoope  observations 
were  necessary  to  develop  the  important  contacts,  and  would  have  done  much 
towards  olarlfying  the  '(Aide  situation."** 

< At  about  1P30  the  Commanding  Offioer  decided  to  fire  his  torpedoes  at 
a destroyer  which  appeared  to  be  ciroling  overhead,  and  at  1050  and  again 
at  201G  he  fired  a torpedo,  on  sound  contact.  These  torpedoes  apparently 
mined.  There  is  no  information  from  Japanese  souroes  concerning  the  attaok.*** 

At  about  C042  the  GUDGEON,  while  en  route  to  intercept  the  enemy  carrier's, 
reported  righting  twu  IIARUNA  class  battleships  under  air  attack;  evidently  by 
the  Marine  dive  bombers  from  Midway.  The  Commanding  Officer  decided  to  ai.i'Hok, 
He  olosed  on  the  battleships  for  46  minutes,  then  lent  contact:,  which  he  did 

not  again  regain.**** 

At  1626  CTF  7,  who  believed  that  a landing  attempt  by  the  forces  pro,. 
Deeding  towards  Midway  from  the  west  was  still  possible,  with  the  approval  of 
CINCPAC  ordered  all  submarines  of  the  Midway  patrol  t.o  form  on  the  100  mile 
oirole  from  Midway  by  dawn  June  5th.***** 

* F*i rs t,  War  Dat ro  1 keport"i  Battle  of  Midway  GROUPER,  June  dtti-July  30,1G4 2 ■ 

♦ •Commander  Submarines  Pacific  Fleet,  Battle  of  Midway,  Extraots  from  War 
Diaries,  Ser.  0737,  June  26,1.42,  p,6, 

•••First  War  Patrol  Report, Battle  of  Midway,  GROUPER,  June  4th  to  July  30,1 J47 
♦•••War  Diary  Battle  of  Midway,  GUDGEON,  Ser.OJP,  no  date. 

• ♦•••Commander  Submarines  Pac.  Fleet,  Battle  of  Mldwu,  ,3«r.f‘f'67  of  31  Jul.VJ42 
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At  2400  all  submarines  of  the  Midway  patrol  were  en  route  to  new 
stations  on  the  100  mile  oirole  from  Midway.  Eaoh  of  the  twelve  sub- 
marines wai  assigned  a 10  degree  sector  2300-350°  from  Midway,  All 
submfl.rines  except  the  CUTTLEFISH  were  in  a position  which  would  enable 
thei*  to  arrive  at  their  new  stations  by  dawn.  .The  CUTTLEFISH  which  had 
discontinued  traLling  at  2200*  and  was  well  to  the  westward,  would  not 
be  able  tc  take  station  for  several  days. 

During  the  entire  day  of  the  4th  the  submarines  of  the  Support  Petrol 
and  the  Oahu  Patrol  remained  on  station  patrol,  and  at  2400  were  in  their 
original  baaio  stations. 


* * * 

CTF  11,  in  the  CHESTER,  departed  San  Diego  at  1230  June  4th  in 
obadienoe  to  orders  from  CINCPAC  to  prooeed  immediately  to  Pearl  Harhor 
at  20  knots,**  At  2400  June  4th  he  was  in  approximate  position  Lat,  32°« 
46*  H,,  Long.  123°  W. 

TO  11,1  (SARATOOA,  3AN  D1EOO,  MAHAN,  SMITH,  PRESTON  and  LAFFEY)  con- 
tinued on  toward  Pearl  Harbor  from  San  Diego  throughout  June  4th,  At 
midnight  this  group  bore  083°  (T),  distant  530  miles  from  Midway, 


* * * 

TF  1 leas  IU  1.1.4  remained  at  San  Franoiaoo,  TU  1,1,4,  MARYLAND, 
COLORADO,  PORTER,  DRAYTON  and  CU8HIN0,  continued  operating  on  station  bear- 
ing about  290°  (T),  distant  about  GOO  miles  from  San  Franoiaoo  throughout 
June  4th.  At  2400  it  was  on  ooursa  036°  (T)  and  was  bearing  294°  (T), 
distant  870  miles  from  Sen  Franolaog, 


JAPANESE  OPERATIONS 
0000  June  5th  to  Z400  June  5th 


June  6th  oommenoed  with  the  Commander  Second  Fleet  in  position  bearing 
324°  (T),  distant  200  miles  from  Midway,  proceeding  to  the  northeastward  in 
anticipation  of  a night  engagement  with  the  American  oarrier  task  foroes. 

His  command  for  night  aotlor.  now  included  three  separate  groups  of  ahipsi 
the  Second  Fleet  of  two  battleships,  four  heavy  oruisere,  one  light  orulser, 
and  seven  destroyers i Destroyer  Squadron  Ten  of  or.e  light  oruieer  and  eight 
destroyers)  and  the  Mobile  Force  of  two  battleships,  two  heavy  oruisere,  one 
light  oruiser,  and  four  destroyers,  Hie  objective  was  ths  destruction  of  the 

*TTB8  CUTTLEFISH,'  S'eoon'J  WTf  FaTroTT  Tipril"  it  to  June  nrrair 

«*CINCPAC  olasslfied  despatch  of  30  May  1942, 
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Amerioan  task  foroes  in  a night  notion.  Ke  had  aont  out  a ditpatoh  at 
midnight,  atating  that  ha  axpaotad  to  enoounter  the  anemy  aometime  after 
OlOOj  that  he  would  initiate  a aaaroh  at  0300  on  oourae  005°  (T),  speed 
24,  and  that  the  Mobile  Foroa  would  participate  from  the  north.* 

Dea  ron  2 at  0000  bore  to  hi  a southwest  about  40  miles,  and  was  making 
26  knots  oloring  the  Second  Fleet,  The  Mobile  Foroa  then  bore  044®  (I), 
distant  90  miles  and  was  on  a westerly  oourae  aooorapnnying  the  damaged 
barrier  HIRYV. 

A few  minutes  after  midnight,  the  exaot  time  not  now  being  determinable, 
Commander  Mobile  Foroa  altered  oourse  to  the  south  in  oomplianoe  with  the 
directive  issued  to  him  at  2340,  June  4th  by  Commander  Seoond  Fleet.  Ills 
dlreotive  to  Commander  Mobile  Force,  information  Commander  Submarines,  gave 
the  Seoond  Fleet  planned  0300  June  5th  position,  and  ordsredi  "Ihe  Mobile 
Foroe  less  HIRYU,  AKAGI,  and  their  escorts  will  immediately  turn  about  and 
participate  in  the  Oooupation  Force's  night  engagement."**  The  effective 
units  remaining  to  Commander  Mobile  Foroe  were  the  battleships  UARUUA  nnd 
KIRISHIMA,  the  heavy  cruisers  TONE  and  CJ1IKUMA,  the  light  orulser  NAGARA, 
and  four  destroyers.  The  other  eight  destroyers  either  were  standing  by 
the  strioken  oarriers  or  were  loaded  with  the  survivors  from  those  oarriere 
whioh  had  aunk.  ills  remaining  mobile  carrier,  the  IIIRYU,  did  not  head  south 
with  the  Mobile  Foroe,  but  proceeded  on  a westerly  oourse  aooompenied  by  the 
destroyers  MAKIGUMO  and  YUGUMO,  whioh  were  assisting  her  in  attempting  to 
bring  under  control  the.  fires  resulting  from  the  afternoon's  dive  bombing 
attaok.. 

» 

Commander  3eoond  Fleet  did  net  complete  tits  rendezvous  of  lilt  foroes, 
for  at  0016  he  reoelved  a dlepatoh  from  CinC  Combined  Fleet  directing  the 
Seocnd  Fleet  and  the  Mobile  Foroe  to  rendezvous  with  him,  and  informing 
thorn  that  at  0900  the  Main  Croup  would  be  in  Lot.  32°»10'  N.,  Long,  178°  E, 
on  course  000°,  speed  20  knots.***  This  position  was  bearing  313°  (T), 
distant  3E0  miles  from  Midway,  Shortly  thereafter  Com/. an > i ileuond  Fleet 
altered  oourse  to  the  nor.diwestw  rd  to  about  •’505°,  Likewise,  Commander 
Destroyer  Squadron  Two  altered  course  to  about  310°  in  order  to  effect  a 
junction  with  the  Seoond  Fleet, 

Commander  Mobile  vorce,  however,  did  not  appear  to  act  promptly, 
presumably  beoauss  of  the  disorganisation  resulting  from  the  strenuous  day's 
operations  said  the  shift  of  his  flag  from  the  AKAGI  to  the  nruiser  IJAOARA, 
Therefore,  at  0111  the  Commanding  Officer  CHli’.UIiA,  wlio  felt  that  Commander 
Mobile  Foroe  might  not  have  r»ue!ved  tli»  dlreotive,  otarted  to  relay  to  him 
CinC  Combined  Fleet  dispatch  //3(J3  directing  a rendezvous  with  the  Main  Group 
at  0900,  Before  the  uessfire  was  fully  t ransu.it ted,  Commander  Mobile  Force 

♦Seoonri  FT*eF  8»o ret  Liesp.  /rT'O,' r' " 1 I Ye" 'r"rc« ' s betuJYe!  .Yu':  hi*  tie;  or t p* 7 
CHI  Review,  May  1947,  p.37. 

• ♦Second  Fl^et  Secret  Denp.,‘7fl  .Mobile  Force's  Detailed  Battle  Report  ;jCi, 

0U1  Review,  May  1947,  pnge  37. 

***CinC  Combined  Fleet  Secret  Deup.f;3ihT., Mobile  Force's  Detailed  h.'‘ie 
Report  /iiC,  OKI  Review,  May  1.47,  p.3". 
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signalled— "Turn  about.  I am  turning  about."*— and  oommenoed  hi*  retire- 
ment toward  the  0000  fleet  rendeevous  position. 

Meanwhile,  the  Aleutians  Support  Group  at  midnight  waa  in  Lat,  36°- 
06'  tl,.  Long.  1730-2C  E.  on  course  128°  (r),  speed  about  20  knots,  It 
then  bore  333°  (T),  distant  160  miles  from  CinC  Combined  Fleet  in  the 
Main  Group,  and  was  also  proceeding  to  rejoin  that  group.  The  Main  Oroup 
was  Itself  proceeding  toward  the  0900  fleet  rendesvoue  position. 

CinC  Combined  Fleet's  oonoept  of  his  operations  had  ohanged  by  001C 
when  he  issued  his  dispatch  directive  #303.  In  hie  previous  supervision  of 
the  progressing  operations,  his  directives  to  the  several  task  forces  had 
made  only  minor  modifications  in  their  movements  and  in  their  objectives 
from  what  had  been  originally  planned.  However,  hu  had  now  reoeived  informa- 
tion whioh  indicated  that  the  enemy  foroen  reported  consisted  of  three  to 
four  carriers,  six  to  eight  cruisers  and  fifteen  to  twenty  destroyers.  Of 
these  at  least  one  and  probably  two  of  the  carriers  had  been  either  sunk  or 
damaged.  He  also  had  information  from  nearly  continuous  observation  by  his 
reconnaissance  plane*  that  the  enemy  commenced  a retirement  to  the  eastward 
before  sunset  on  the  4th,  leaving  a heavily  damaged  oarrier  behind,  He 
apparently  realised  that  a night  aetioa,  the  only  remaining  method  whereby 
he  oouid  achieve  suooeBa,  was,  at  the  moat,  only  a remote  possibility,  ar.d 
that,  ahould  ha  persist  in  seeking  suoh  aotion  after  about  midnight,  his 
night  attaok  foroe  would  bs  placed  in  serious  jeopardy  from  air  attacks 
after  dawn.  He  presumably  decided  that  the  leourity  of  hie  forces  required 
assombling  them,  and  providing  them  with  air  ooverage  from  his  remaining 
available  airoraft  oarrier,  the  2UIH0,  whioh  would  jooti  rejoin  hie  command. 
The  situation  roquLrod  that  the  Midway  operations  be  oarioelled.  However, 
he  did  not  make  his  full  intent  to  oancel  th*  Midway  operation  known  to  his 
subordinate  uommanHar*  until  0268.  At  that  time  lie  issued  his  di spat oh 
operations  order  #161  which  readi-** 

1,  Occupation  of  AF  (Midway)  is  oarioelled. 

2.  The  Main  Group  will  assemble  the  Seoond  Fleet  end  the  First 
Mobile  Foroe  (less  the  11IRYV  and  her  escorts)  and  will  carry 
out  refueling  operetlona  durlug  the  morning  of  June  7th  in 
position  330  north  latitude,  170°  East  longitude, 

3,  The  Screening  Foroe,  HTRYU  and  her  esoorts  and  the  NI83HIN  will 
prooeed  to  the  above  position, 

4.  The  Landing  Force  will  prooeed  westward  out  of  Midway  uir  range. 


C i ti”  Combined  Fleet  appears  to  have  arrived  at  thin  decision  reluctantly. 
He  seems  r.o  have  anticipated  that  the  enemy,  flushed  with  suoueas  from  hie 
air  operations  against  the  Japanese  carriers,  and  probably  unaware  of  the 
full  Japanese  strength  available  in  the  area,  would  follow  up  in  relentless 
pursuit,  for  only  by  suoh  aotion  could  the  enemy  reasonably  expeot  to  be 
suitably  placed  for  additional  air  attacks  the  next  morning.  CinC  Combined 
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Flaet  had  made  plana  for  the  night  engagement  on  thie  prnmiae.  He  realised, 
however,  that  if  he  continued  eastward  throughout  the  night  and  failed  to 
engage  the  enemy  in  a night  aotion , the  enemy,  even  though  retreating,  would 
still  be  able  to  attack  him  at  dawn.  It  seemed  that  to  allow  his  Second 
Fleet  and  Mobile  Force  to  oontinue  eastward  would  be  unduly  risky.  He 
therefore  direoted  their  retirement  toward  the  ODOO  Fleet  rendeevoue. 

By  0100  Commander  Seoond  Fleet  had  altered  ocuree  to  the  northwest. 

At  0120  he  initiated  a dispatoh  Informing  hie  foroes  that  his  0100  position 
was  Let.  30o-40'  N.,  Long.  179°-43'  W,,  course  306°,  speed  24  knots.  In 
this  message  he  direoted  Commander  Mobile  Foroe  to  prooeed  Independently  to 
the  0900  rendesvous,  and  he  instruoted  Commander  Destroyer  Squadron  Two  to 
assume  a oovsrlng  position  astern  of  the  Seoond  Fleet,*  He  proossdsd  on 
without  inoidsnt  until  he  sighted  the  flagship  of  CinO  Combined  Fleet  with 
the  Main  Oroup,  Upon  hie  rejoining  at  about  0816,  CinC  Combined  Fleet  oom- 
menoed  hie  retirement  to  the  northwestward. 

Commander  Mobile  Force  oommemed  his  retirement  at  0112,  ohanging 
oouree  at  that  time  to  about  296°  (7).  As  dawn  approached,  he  launched  an 
air  eearoh  employing  the  CHIKUMA's  search  planes  1 and  4,  Presumably, 
additional  planes  were  launohed  by  other  unite  to  provide  a full  sraroh. 

He  sent  the  CHIKUMA's  #1  plane  on  a bearing  of  090°  to  a dlstanoe  of  120 
miles)  and  her  plane  on  a bearing  of  102°  to  a dlstanoe  of  200  miles, 

At  0662  he  was  informed  by  despatch  #4  planet  "Sight  an  enemy  YORKTOWN 
olasa  carrier  listing  to  starboard  and  drifting  in  position  bearing  111 
degrees,  distant  240  miles  from  my  take-off  point.  One  destroyer  is  in  the 
violnity,***  A plot  of  this  position  showed  that  at  the  time  of  oontaot  it 
bore  1060,  distant  about  200  miles  from  the  Mobile  Foroe.  Another  eearoh 
plane  sighted  the  oarrler  HIRYi  and  reported  this  information  to  CinC  Combined 
Fleet. 

Meanwhile,  the  HI RYU  and  the  AKAGI,  whioh  had  remained  afloat  throughout 
the  night,  were  in  desperate  conditio  u In  view  of  this,  CinC  Comhlned  Fleet 
direoted  the  destroyers  APABHI  and  NOWAKS,  whioh  were  standing  by  the  oarrler 
AKAGI , to  reoeive  her  survivors  and  then  to  destroy  her.  In  oompllanoe  with 
these  instruction* , the,*  destroyers  at  0460  fired  torpedoes  into  her.  The 
AKAGI  eank  at  0600  in  raported  position  Let.  300-30'  N. , Long,  178°-40'  W. 

Also  the  destroyers  MAKIOUMO  and  YUOUMO,  whioh  were  amending  by  the  HIRYU, 
took  her  survivors  on  board  and  at  0610  fired  torpedoes  into  her.  This  was 
reported  to  the  CinC  Combined  Fleet,  who  then  believed  that  she  sank  in  Lat, 
310-22*  N. , Long.  179°. 28'  E. 

The  HIRYU  did  not  eink  iirnit  tely,  however.  Two  Midway  based  petrol 
planes  between  0719  and  0800  r*  rte  oontaota  with  Japanese  ships  in  the 
vicinity  of  Let.  31°-16'  N.,  Long.-i  J°  W.  One  report  made  by  8V6E  described 
a burning  oarrler  in  this  position  *or  sned  by  oruisere  and  destroyers,  with 
two  battleships  well  ahead  on  oourea  *j.G°  (T),  speed  20  knots.  Thie  was 


e Foroe  Detalldd  Betti's  Report  ffe,  owx  Review,  nay  i»«7,  p. 
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beoause  the  Mobil#  Foroe,  whioh  mi  proceeding  northwestward  from  its 
0112  position,  again  onoountarad  th«  abandoned  HIRYU.  Commandir  Mobil* 

Poro*  evidently  oontinued  on.  Shortly  th*r*after  the  HI RYU  sank, 

ClnC  Combined  Fleet,  on  receiving  information  from  a Bear oh  plan* 
that  the  damaged  HI RYU  wai  still  afloat,  inquired  of  Commander  Mobile 
Force,  "Has  the  IIIRYU  sunk?  Advise  situation  and  position."*  Commander 
Mobile  Force  did  not  know,  apparently  not  having  kept  himself  informed 
regarding  her.  He  had  presumed  that  she  had  sunk  until  reoeipt  of  this 
message  from  the  OinC  Combined  Fleet  indicated  the  possibility  that  she 
was  afloat.  In  order  to  clarify  the  matter  he  dispatohsd  a ssaroh  plan* 
from  the  NAOARA,  and  sent,  in  addition,  the  destroyer  TANIKAZE  to ssaroh 
for  her.  They  did  not  find  her.  The  TANIKA2B  idien  returning  to  the 
Mobil*  Foroe  was  dive  bombed  unsuccessfully  by  Aswrioan  land  bass  d and 
oarrier  planes, 

While  these  ooourrenoes  were  taking  plaes,  ClnO  Combined  Fleet 
apparently  deoided  that  In  the  light  of  the  present  situation  he  would 
no  longer  need  the  assistance  of  the  Second  Mobil#  Task  Oroup.  At  1260 
ho  diraotod,  "Ssoond  Mobil#  Task  Croup  is  returned  to  Northern  Fore*."** 

Me  thereby  oanoelled  hie  orders  to  that  group  lisusd  at  1220  tho  previous 
day  (June  4th)  to  rendesvous  with  the  First  Mobils  Force, 

Meanwhile,  Oomander  Mobil*  Foroe  continued  in  a northwesterly 
direction  in  order  to  rejoin  OinC  Combined  Fleet,  He  proceeded  without 
Incident  sad  overtook  the  Main  Oroup  and  the  Seoond  Float  on  a northwesterly 
course  at  about  1300.  The  Combined  Fleet  oonoentratlon  was  now  a formidable 
surfaoe  foroe,  but  was  etill  without  air  eovar.  Fortunately  for  the  Japanese 
the  Amerioan  carrier  foroe*  were  well  to  the  eastward  and  out  of  rang#. 

There  oan  be  no  doubt  but  that  tha  Japanese  high  ooumand  awaited  impatiently 
the  return  of  the  Aleution  Support  Oroup  with  the  oarrier  2UIHO,  That  group, 
whioh  was  proceeding  in  a southeasterly  direction,  rejoined  the  Main  Oroup 
at  an  undetermlnad  time  on  June  6th,  thereby  reforming  the  Main  Foroe,  At 
about  1800  OinC  Combined  Fleet,  when  in  lat.  SS°-20'  N, , Long.  .\76°-B6'  K, 
ohanged  course  to  due  west,  (Diagram  "h), 

CluO  Combined  Fleet,  as  hi  oontinued  toward  his  Juna  7th  fueling 
rendeivoue,  considered  that  his  foroes  had  suooeesfully  disengaged,  and  that 
further  atteoks  were  unlikely.  As  no  ssaroh  planes  had  bssn  observed  by  the 
Main  Oroup  during  Juna  6th,  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  position  of  ths 
Combinsd  Flsst  was  unknown  to  the  Amerioan  foroes.  On  ths  other  hand,  hs  did 
not  know  th*  position  of  the  Amerioan  foroes,  for  tho  morning  search  from  the 
Mobil*  Foroe  had  not  looated  them.  His  only  foroas  now  in  exposed  positions 
were  Crudiv  7 and  eeoorts  (See  Diagram  "F").  These  were  the  MOOAMI,  MIKUMA, 
KUMANO  and  SUZUYA,  esoorted  by  the  ASASHIO,  ARASHIO,  OSHXC  and  MICHIQHIO.  As 
theas  ships  had  not  reported  enoountering  any  enemy  airoraft  ilnoe  early  morn- 
ing and  as  the  night's  run  to  ths  west  yet  rsmsinsd,  he  appsars  to  have  felt 

♦dind  Combined  Fle*t,  3*or*t  Despstoh  5P5T5  to  domd'eadiv  10  Mobile  Foioe 
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that  they  *l*o  war*  **our*  from  further  enemy  air  ettaok. 

In  the  lat*  afternoon  he  wat  alerted  to  the  faot  that  he  was  being 
pureued.  At  1636  the  deatroyer  TANIKAZE  wai  unauooeaefully  bombed  by  seven 
B-17's  from  Midway  and  at  1807  the  lame  destroyer,  whioh  at  that  time  wa* 
about  80  miles  to  the  southeastward,  reported  being  attacked  by  about  86 
enemy  aircraft  a*  she  was  proceeding  to  the  northwest  to  rejoin,  Aotually 
she  was  attacked  by  44  dive  bombers  whioh  dropped  44  bombs,  many  of  whioh 
were  near  misses.  At  1845  she  was  attaokad,  again  unsuoosssfully,  by  five 
B-17's  which  dropped  23  bombs.  She  mad*  evasive  turns  and  countered  with 
anti-aircraft  fire  and  succeeded  in  escaping  damage.  The  Japanese  thought 
that  they  had  been  attacked  by  a total  of  about  60  planes.*  This  is  an 
excellent  example  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  hitting  with  bombs  a fast- 
maneuvering  target  suoh  as  a deatroyer.  The  suiolde  plane  was  more  success- 
ful several  years  later. 

CinC  Combined  Fleet  must  now  have  felt  aome  relief.  He  felt  that  ha 
had  safely  extrloated  hie  major  surface  foroes,  less  the  destroyed  curriers, 
from  an  untenable  poeition  and  he  muet  now  consider  future  operations,  His 
Second  Fleet,  the  remainder  of  his  Mobile  Foroe,  the  Aleutian  Support  Foroe, 
and  Desron  Two  had  all  rejoined  and,,  beat  of  all,  he  had  some  nir  oover  from 
the  email  carrier  ZUIHO,  whioh  had  now  rejoined  with  the  Aleutian  Support 
Group, 


CinC  Combined  Fleet  was  apparently  keenly  aware  at  this  time  of  the 
situation  in  the  Aleutians*  The  original  plan  for  that  area  vile  etill  in 
effeot.  His  foroe*,  excepting  the  Second  Mobile  Task  Group  whioh  he  direoted 
on  June  4th  to  join  the  Main  Foroe  and  then  on  June  8th  redirected  to  oon- 
tinua  the  Aleutian  operation,  were  continuing  their  operations.  In  view  of 
his  defeat  at  Midway,  CinC  Combined  Fleet  did  not  at  first  approve  of  con- 
tinuing the  Aleutian  operation.  H*  had  desired  previously  to  oanoel  it,  but 
had  deferred  motion  at  the  request  of  Commander  Northern  Foroe,  as  has  been 
punted  out  earlier.  He  now  re-examined  the  situation.  He  felt  that  a 
sujoessful  operation  in  ths  Aleutians  would  partially  reestablish  Japanese 
naval  practice  in  that  Japanese  foroes  would  thereby  oooupy  American  soil. 

He  further  felt  that  this  leisure  of  Amwrioan  territory  would  compensate  eome- 
what  for  his  disastrous  losses  off  Midway,  However,  he  realised  that  suoh  an 
operation  would  nut  be  a simple  one,  and  that  it  would  probably  provoke 
immediate  counteraction  by  American  o&rrier  task  foroes.  It  was  apparent  that 
his  Northern  Foroe  would  require  re  info roements  against  this  oontingenoy,** 

On  the  other  hand,  it  ia  probable  that  he  reasoned  also  that  American  oounter- 
notion  in  the  Aleutians  erea  would  not  be  an  unmixed  blessing,  for  the  Jspanse* 
foroei  in  the  Solomon  Islands  were  consolidating  their  easily  won  position* 
there  and  wers  carrying  on  the  base  development  •*»*  Thee*  operation*  would 
require  somewhere  between  2-4  months  mors,  Should  he  be  able  to  divert 
Amerioan  ioroes  to  the  Aleutians,  he  might  be  making  a major  contribution  to 

•lioblie  l^orCe  Betaile'J  Battle  Report  #Cj"OlNI  Heview,Way  1947,  p,i4, 

•♦Campaign*  of  the  Paolfio  War,  Chapter  VI,  The  Aleutian  Campaign  USSB8,1946,p.80. 
***War  Diary,  Eighth  Fleet,  7-10  August  1B42,  CIO  74633. 
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the  security  of  the  Solomon  operations,  H«  therefore  finally  dsoldsd  in 
favor  of  oontinuing  tha  Alautian  operaticn,  and  at  2340  issued  Combinad 
Float  Op  Ordar  #163  to  thla  affact,  stating; t 
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"1.  Betdlv  3,  Crudiv  8,  1 dasdiv  of  Desron  10,  KAMI KAMA  MARU  and 
unit#  under  it,  ZUIH0,  Dasdiv  4 aftar  June  7th  and  Subdiv  3, 

Subron  2 aftar  Juna  10th  will  Join  Northern  Foroa.  (Notei  Thaaa 
units  wara  formed  into  one  croup  os] lad  tha  Alautian  Late  Support 
Qroujp), 

2.  Tha  day  of  raturn  to  port  of  Subron  1 is  changed  to  Juna  30th, 

3,  It  is  planned  that  upon  completion  of  tha  Alautian  campaign  Cardiv 
4 and  1 Dasdiv  of  Dasron  10  will  serve  as  support  for  the  Northarn 
Foroa  instead  of  returning  to  tha  task  foroa  as  an  escort,"* 

At  2400  June  6th  tha  Main  Foroa  plus  tha  Second  Float  was  bearing  305° 

(T),  distant  840  miles  from  Midway  on  nourse  270°  (T),  spaed  about  13  knot*, 

see 

The  four  cruisers  of  Crudiv  7,  KUMAN0,  3UZVYA , MOO AMI  and  MIKUMA  and 
thair  four  assorting  destroyers,  ASASMI0,  ARASHIC,  OSHIO  and  MI0HISHI0, 
oontinuad  aastward  to  bombard  Midway,  How  long  they  oontinued  eastward  is 
not  entirely  ulaar.  However,  tha  Commanding  Offioer  of  tha  Amarloan  sub- 
marine TAMBOR  sighted  them  to  the  southward  and  aouthaastward  at  021 D,  At 
that  tima,  thay  wara  on  an  easterly  oourae  and  ware  in  two  column*.  The 
TAMBOR  then  osmr.anoad  trailing  from  tha  northwestward  and  temporarily  loat 
oontaot.  She  regained  oontaot  at  0238  and  ditoovarad,  at  that  tima,  that 
tha  oruiaara  and  deatroyera  appeared  to  ba  on  a northerly  oourae.  At  0261 
aha  noted  them  ohangf  oourae  farther  to  tha  left  aftar  whioh  she  lost  oontaot,** 
From  this  It  appears  that  Comorudiv  7 must  have  acted  on  OinC  Combined  Fleet'  i 
seoret  despatches  #303  and  #304  sometime  between  0216  and  0256,  Deapateh  #303, 
timed  0016,  diraotad  that  tha  Mobile  Foroa,  Saoond  Fleet  and  Orudlv  7 ware  te 
rendezvous  with  tha  Main  Oroup.  Despatoh  # 304,  tired  0020,  dlreoted  tha  oanoel- 
lation  of  tha  scheduled  shelling  of  Midway  and  ordered  tha  bombardment  unit  to 
rejoin  the  Main  Oroup,  Unfortunately,  this  letter  massage  appears  to  have  bean 
sent  to  Comorudiv  8 for  aotion  rather  than  to  Comorudiv  7,  It  appear*  than 
that  Conwurdiv  7 either  did  not  gat  CinC  Combinad  Fleet' a massages  #303  and 
#304  until  aftar  02] 5,  or  that  hs  had  not  realised  that  the  Message  to  Comoru- 
div 3 was  aotually  meant  for  him,  and  was  therefore  somewhat  confused.  What- 
ever may  have  bean  the  reason  for  tha  delay.  It  is  sufficient  to  note  that 
tha  retirement,  whioh  should  have  oonwienced  soon  aftar  0030,  did  not  aotually 
oommenoe  until  about  two  hours  lstar. 


At  about  0342  the  TaMBOR  regained  oontaot  again.  It  must  have  been  about 
this  tima,  rather  than  at  0200  ns  stated  by  the  Commanding  Officer  M0QAM1,*** 

♦War  fteoords  and  I'olTon  Reports  of  ilesron  1,  TO (3  IfllTis,  — — — . 

♦♦War  Diury,  TAMBOR,  May-June  1942, 

♦♦♦Interrogation  R.  Adra.  SOJX,  XJN,,  Interrogations  of  Japanese  Officials,  Vol. 
II,  CSSBS,  p.363. 
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that  a seriouu  oolliaion  noourred  between  tha  MOCA’II  and  MIKUVA. 

This  oolllaion  ooourred  whan  the  flagnhip  aighted  a submarine  on  the 
starboard  bow  and  directed  un  emergency  turn  tu  port.  The  M03AMI  did  not 
raoeive  tl  ■ signal  promptly.  She  oonmenoed  her  turn  late,  and  as  a result 
she  oollidv  1 with  tha  MXKUMA.  Tha  bow  of  tha  idOGAMI  and  ths  port  quarter  of 
tha  MIKUMA  wsra  damaged,  foroing  a raduotion  in  speed  of  both  tMps,  One 
of  tha  MIKU11A 1 a fuel  oil  tanka  was  breached,  making  i\  wake  of  oil  easily 
■aan  by  airman  in  daylight, 

Oomorudiv  7 kapt  his  diviaion  intaot  until  just  before  dawn.  At  that 
time,  apparently  realising  that  neither  the  HOGAl'T  nor  the  KIKW.U  would  be 
of  any  particular  value  to  CinC  Combined  Pleat  in  the  praaent  operation,  he 
retired  them  to  tha  westward  with  two  destroyers  as  eaoorts.  He,  himself, 
with  tha  KUMANO,  SUZUYA,  OSHIO  and  KICHISHIO  headed  in  a northweatarly 
diraotion  to  rejoin  the  Main  Group,  It  is  of  interest  that  the  enemy 
oharaoter  of  Crudiv  7 wui  first  detsrmlned  at  0437  by  the  submarine  T.'.rprp 
whloh  had  been  trailing  them  sinoo  0216, 

These  two  groups  continued  retiring  on  divergent  courses  without 
incident  until  a few  minutes  past  0(100,  when  the  MOGAMI  Group  was  attacked 
by  airorafb  from  Midway.  Theae  aircraft  consisted  of  twelve  dive  bombers 
from  Marina  Air  Group  22  whieh  attacked  first,  followed  immediately  by  eight 
B«17's  In  a horliontal  bombing  ahtauk.  During  these  attacks  ■‘•h*  ltDUJMA  was 
on  the  port,  bow  of  the  MOOAl'I , The  dive  bnmbsrs  approached  frum  tha  east 
and  dova  out  of  tha  cun  on  both  cruisers,  making  anti-aLroraft  defense  very 
diffioult.  These  ships  appear  to  have  opened  fire  anil  ooinmenoed  evaeive  turns, 
although  the  information  us  to  maasurss  taken  is  extremely  sketohy,  Ho 
measures  were  taken  to  avoid  the  horisontal  bombing  attack  before  the  bombs 
landed,  as  tha  Japanese  stated  that  they  dirt  not  know  it  was  occurring  until 
tha  bomba  fill,  Once  the  splashes  were  noted  (200-300  yards  astern),  the 
cruisers  opened  fire  on  the  bombers,  whioh  ware  estimated  to  be  at,  an  altitude 
of  4000-60C0  meters.  Although  the  MCGA1II  received  no  direct  hits,  she  did 
receive  sis  near  misses.  Many  holes  were  made  in  her  superstructure  frem 
flying  meti.l,*  The  MI1HIMA  received  no  direct  hitB  from  bombs.  On*  dive 
bomber  did  not  pull  out  of  his  dive  and  orashed  his  plane  into  her  after 
turret,  oauning  fires  and  further  reducing  her  speed,** 

Thereafter,  the  MOQAMX  Group  took  a oourse  of  about  206°  (T)  at  the 
maximum  spued  available,  whioh  was  about  IB  knots,  in  order  to  get  beyond 
ths  range  of  the  Midway  bassd  planes.  No  more  Amerloan  planen  were  sighted 
that  day.  At  2400  this  group  was  beering  277°,  distant  340  miles  from  Midway, 

Meanwhile,  the  KVMANO  group  proceeded  on  a course  of  about  303°  (T),  at 
a speed  of  about.  20  knots  towards  the  rendesvtun  with  CinC  Combined  i'leet. 

At  2400  thi  group  was  bearing  207°,  distant  B1C  miles  from  Midway,  and  was 
only  80  ml  Lee  south  of  the  Combined  Fleet. 

*Interroga- iTon.Iiear  Admiral  9 OJI,  IJN, Interrogations  37  Japanese  oTiToTaTTJ  " ’ 

Vol,  II,  miSBS,  p,  363, 

e*Inberrogi.tioii, Commander  OTOKICHI  SHTBATA,  IJN,  Interrogation  of  Japanese 
offiolals,  Vol.  II,  t:3sns,  p.270. 
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The  Transport  G,‘oup  with  th*  Eioort  Unit,  the  CHIT08E  and  th* 
destroyer  HAYASHIO,  oontlnued  In  a northwesterly  dlraotlon  toward!  th* 

1000  rendesvous,  This  had  baen  aat  at  Lat,  30°  N.,  Long*  173°  E. 

Meanwhile,  tha  KAVIKAWA  MARU  and  Patrol  Boat  #35,  whloh  had  baen  left 
behind  the  preoadlng  day,  wera  also  hastening  to  the  rendeivoua, 

Oeamander  Seaplane  Group,  who  wai  in  oomnand,  wae  in  the  CHITOSE 
and  had  aa  hie  objsotlve  the  retirement  of  the  Transport  Group  to  the 
westward  beyond  the  range  of  Midway  baaed  airoraft.  At  dawn  on  June 
Sth  hla  group  was  460  miles  west  of  Midway,  While  this  wae  not  beyond 
the  range  of  Midway  search  plana*,  this  did  not  appear  to  oonoem  him. 

He  seeme  to  have  felt  that  the  Midway  base  was  largely  Ineffective  baoause 
of  Japanese  air  attacks  the  day  before.  He  also  appears  to  have  felt  that 
there  was  little  danger  from  the  American  carrier  force  beoause  he  slewed 
to  0 knots  as  he  approaohed  the  rendasveus. 

At  about  0830  Oommander  Seaplane  Group  received  a dlapatoh  from  OinO 
Combined  Fleet  indicating  that  oomanderU  oonoem  regarding  the  anti* 
submarine  protection  of  the  Transport  Group,  This  despatoh  purported  to 
Increase  the  antisubmarine  protection  for  that  command,  for  It  etatedi 
"Secret  despatoh  No.  768,  0710  June  bth,  1,  Commander  Dearon  2 noting 
in  aooordanoe  with  apeoial  orders,  will  taka  osmmand  of  1 dssdiv  and  2 
destroyers  and  joining  Transport  Oroup  and  Escort  Unit,  take  oharge  of 
escorting  them.  2.  After  joining  Commander  Deeron  2,  Commander  Seaplane 
Group  will  dissolve  his  command  of  Baoort  Unit  and  Transport  Group."*  This 
order  for  undiscovered  reasons  was  never  oarried  out,  for  Dearon  2 remained 
with  the  Combined  Fleet, 

After  the  KAMIltAWA  MARU  and  Patrol  Boat  #68  had  joined  the  Transport 
Group  at  about  J.000,  Commander  Seaplane  Group  formed  hla  various  groups  into 
a oruislng  disposition  for  retirement,  and  eat  a base  oourse  of  about  268° 
(T),  The  disposition  appears  to  have  oonsiated  of  two  oolumns  of  transports 
with  a destroyer  soreen.  The  two  seaplane  tenders  were  stationed  astern  of 
the  disposition  and  maneuvered  as  required  for  air  operations  while  pro* 
riding  anti-submarine  patrols. 

The  day  oontlnued  uneventful.  At  2400  the  group  bore  877°  (T),  distant 
670  m..les  from  Midway, 

* * * 

Pr solas  information  of  the  movement  of  the  submarines  on  June  8th  is 
laoking.  The  twelve  submarines  of  Subron  3 and  8 oontlnued  to  sweep  aloug 
a seareh  line  advancing  along  a course  of  about  286°  for  the  purpose  of 
locating  and  attaoking  the  Amerlou  oarrier  task  foroes  somewhere  to  the 
north  of  Midway,**  The  1-121,  122,  and  128  proceeding  westward  from  scefeh 

•kseords  of  the  Converted  leapYane  Tender  IaIheAHa  MARtl.ie  May-12  June  1944, 
WDC  160608. 

••Campaigns  of  Paoifio  War,  U88B8,1946,  p,88.(Motsi  Analyses  indicates  date 
should  bs  funs  4th,  lee  WDC  160268  War  Diary,  6 Fleet  for  Midway  Operation), 
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0/  Midway  alao  war*  In  a aeareh  line,  and  had  aa  thair  taak  the  location 
of  any  enemy  feroaa  that  area,*  Tha  1-168,  in  oonplianoa  with  CinO 
Combinad  Pleat  daapatoh  oparation  ordar  #169  iaauad  at  2030  on  Juna  4th, 
ahallad  Midway  oomaenolng  at  0130  on  tha  Cth,  Six  ahalla  waro  firad,  than 
tha  1-108  departed.** 

Sometime  aftar  raoaipt  of  tha  OHIPUMA  #4  aaaroh  plan* 'a  me* a ago  giving 
tha  looatlon  of  tha  damaged  YORKTCWM,  tha  1-166  waa  diraotad  to  prooaad  to 
that  poaltion  and  aink  hor.  That  aaaaago  did  not  aoourataly  loaata  tha 
YORXTCWN,  and  tha  1-168  oowmanoad  aearehing  for  hor,  Tha  time  of  dlreotlng 
tha  1-168  to  tha  YORKTOWN  la  not  knowni  howarar,  it  la  aaaunad  that  ahortly 
aftar  raoaipt  of  tha  0632  moeeage  tha  diraotlwa  waa  iaauad  and  that  tha  1-108 
a pant  tha  raaaindar  of  Juna  6th  aaarohing  far  tha  YORKTOBN. 

At  2400  Juna  6th  tha  poaitlon  of  advanolng  Japanaaa  aaaroh  lino  waa 
about  60  ollaa  aaat  of  Midway  Xaland,  aouraa  about  286°,  with  tha  aubmarlnee 
praoaading  on  t!'a  eurfaoe. 

STRIKING  FORCE 


0000  Juna  6th  to  2400  Juna  6th 

At  midnight  OTP  16  ohangod  aouraa  of  TP  16  to  000°  (T).  OTP  17  did  not 
fallow  thla  ohango  of  oouraa,  but  oontinuad  on  t.o  tha  aaitward.  Hia  roaanna 
for  failing  to  oomply  with  hla  ii goal lad  lntantiona  and  to  follow  OTP  16'a 
movement*  ara  aomawhat  abaoura,  -but  it  la  proauaod  that  in  view  of  tha  largo 
numbar  of  ■urrivora  on  four  of  hia  doatroyara,  whloh  eurvlvora  ha  planned  to 
tranafar  to  tha  PORTLAND,  if  praotloabla  during  tha  night,  ha  did  not  ohooao 
to  taka  hia  taak  foroa  into  notion. 

Meanwhile,  CTP  16  ohangod  aouraa  to  tha  north  planning  to  run  in  that 
direotion  for  one  hour  and  than  to  haad  waat,  from  whloh  oourao  ha  fait  that 
ha  would  bo  equally  able  to  either  defend  Midway  or  attack  tha  Mobile  Koroe 
aa  the  altuation  demanded,***  At  0044  he  made  a radar  eontaot  bearing  322* 

(T),  dll tent  28,000  yarda.  Aa  thia  waa  about  tha  maximum  range  obtainable 
an  eurfaoe  ahipa  at  the  time  by  radar,  CTP  16  apparently  oonsidered  that 
thia  eontaot  waa  on  a aurfaoo  ahip  and  no*  on  a aubmarine.  It  ia  probable 
that  ha  wa»  puaalad  aa  to  how  thia  aurfaoo  ahip  got  there,  as  it  had  not 
baa  reported.  So  ho  immediately  ohangod  oouree  to  090°  (T)  again,  and  dJL » - 
patohed  the  doatroyar  ELL ST  to  lnreatlgate,  Thii  oonteot,  whloh  appear!  t» 
have  boon  falaa,  waa  an  unfortunate  one,  aa  it  had  an  advene  effeot  on  CTP 
13'o  plana.  Prior  to  thia  oontaot,  ha  fait  that  ha  had  retired  auffioiently 
far  bo  tha  oaat  to  render  it  highly  imprebablo  that  a night  aotlon  would  odour. 
Now  thia  oontaot  represented  a danger  to  hia  foroa  either  from  prerioualy  un- 
dlaooTarad  aurfaoo  foroaa  or  from  a auri’aoed  lubmarina,  and  prevented  further 
■afa  movement  to  the  north  until  the  oontaot  waa  inviitigated.  Ha 


•Naval  Analyaia  Division,  06868,  latarrogsvion  Nav.  Number  108, 

**War  Diary  6th  Pleat,  midway  Operation,  WDC  160208, 

•••Statement  ol'  CTP  16  to  Captain  R.W.Bataa.USN,  Head  of  Department  of  Analyaia, 
Naval  War  Callage,  January  20,1948. 
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tharafora  ran  on  an  easterly  oours#  for  18  minute*  until  0103,  when  he 
hueded  aouth  for  66  minute*.  Theae  courses  delayed  hi*  movement*  toward 
the  Japanese  Mobile  Foros,  and  made  the  probability  of  morning  oontaot  on 
them  more  doubtful.  At  0158  he  ohanged  oouri*  to  the  westward  to  270°  (T) 
whioh  oourae  he  maintained  until  0420  when  he  ohanged  oourse  to  the  south* 
west  to  230°  (T)  and  inoreased  speed  to  20  knobs.  This  oourse  took  hint  into 
an  area  of  temporary  bad  flying  weather.  At  0431  he  inoreaned  speed  to  25 
knots.  Ho  mad*  these  latter  ohanges  beoause  of  a oontaot  report  by  the  sub- 
marine TAMBOR,  whioh  reported— "Many  unidentified  ships"  and  gave  the  position, 
but  did  not  give  any  oourse  or  speed.  This  report  was  receipted  for  by  Midway 
and  Pearl  Harbor  at  0306,  but  it  appears  to  have  been  rebroadoast  by  Midway  or 
Pearl  Harbor  sometime  later,  for  CTF  16  stated— "Our  firut  oontaot  June  6th 
was  mad*  by  th*  TAM30R  reporting  ths  snsmy  90  mils*  west  ol'  Midway.  This 
looksd  liks  a landing,  so  we  took  a oourse  somewhat  to  the  northward  of  Midway 
at  26  knots."*  It  is  of  interest  to  not#  that  at  0306  ths  TAMBOR  knew  that 
thesa  ship*  wars  on  a westerly  oourse  and  tharefora  her  reasons  for  not  re- 
porting  this  oouri*  and  speed  of  th*  oontaot  are  not  clear.  In  addition,  and 
this  is  highly  important,  there  were  but  eight  ships  present  and  not  "many 
unidentified  ships."  As  will  b*  shown  later,  thia  failure  to  make  a oorreot 
report  may  have  oaused  C INC! PAG  and  CTF  7 to  make  decisions  oonoerning  the  sub- 
marine! which  may  have  had  an  adverso  effeot  on  that  day's  operations. 

At  0617  the  TAMBOR  obtuinud  a re  pt  from  both  Pearl  Harbor  and  Midway 
for  a oontaot  report  In  which  "two  Vr  AMI  cruisers"  were  reportod  giving  the 
position,  oourse  end  spaed,**  whioh  report  wae  amplified  at  0630-0632  when 
patrol  plan*  2V66  reported  two  battleships  (evidently  ths  M0QAM1  and  MIKUMA) 
bearing  264°  (T),  distant  126  miles  from  Midway  on  oourse  208°  (T),  speed  16 
and  streaming  oil.  These  reports  plainly  indicated  that  the  Japanese  foroe 
whioh  was  thought  at  0300  to  be  attempting  a ‘■ending  was  now  definitely  re- 
tiring.. 

liTF  16  appear*  to  have  had  this  information,  although  he  did  not  not,  on 
it.  His  reason*  for  not  doing  so  are  not  explained.  However,  it  would  appear 
as  if  hla  Judgment  had  been  somewhat  o. lorod  by  two  IVotorsi  one,  bh*  poor 
flying  weather  in  the  area  in  whioh  lie  was  n teaming i the  other,  Ills  desire  to 
havo  a olsar  picture  of  the  entire  situation  before  making  a decision.  He 
reali.id  that  ClNCPAC's  objeotivo  was  the  holding  of  Midway  and  the  Infliction 
of  maximum  damage  on  the  enemy  by  strong  attrition  tactic*.  In  this  connection, 
although  he  did  not  think  it  probable,  ho  considered  that  it  was  possible  that 
the  enemy  might  still  remain  in  an  offensive  state  of  mind***  and  might  therefor# 
attempt  to  teko  Midway,  He  based  this  In  part  on  the  possibility  that  th* 
Japn>m*e  had  a Pth  carrier  in  th*  area. 

•"OW'lfl  "Battle  of  Midway,  Serial  oTT3X  of  "l C'  Juno'  l' 'J 4'^ ,’  piT( 

**'Yar  Diary,  TAMBOk,  Juno  1047. 

***Rorsoual  ltr  from  CTF  10  to  CIUCRAC,  Haiti.*  of  Midway,  June  13,  1P42, 
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At  0700  patrol  plan*  4V61  reported  two  entity  cruiser*  bearing  286° 

(T),  distant  174  milee  from  Midway  on  course  310s  (T),  apttd  20*  The** 
war#  evidently  the  JCtBIAKO  and  the  2U2UYA.  At  0719  patrol  plant  7V6S  re- 
ported  five  thipt  bearing  328°  (T) , diatant  200  miles  from  Midway  on  oouvae 
333*  aptod  16.  At  0800  and  again  at  0815  patrol  plane  6V56  reported  two  BO, 
threo  CA.  and  deatroyera  aoreenlng  burning  carrier  bearing  324"  (?),  diatant 
240  mile*  from  Midway  wu  eourse  310°  (T),  speed  12.  This  burning  oarrier 
appears  to  have  bsen  the  HIRYU.  At  0820  patrol  plane  0V66  reported  a carrier 
boar.ag  335°,  distant  260  miles  on  ooursa  246°  (T). 

Those  reports,  oonoeming  Japanese  foroei  to  the  northwest,  plainly 
thawed  that  the  Japanese  were  retiring  that  that  direction  also. 

At  0830  CTF  18  launched  his  first  oombat  air  i-atrol  of  twslve  fighters.* 
Thereafter,  for  the  remainder  of  the  day  he  maintained  a oonbat  air  patrol 
of  a'  x fighters.  At  0867  he  o hanged  course  to  the  .’ight  to  260°  (T)  and  at 
0930  to  270°  (T).  At  this  latter  time  CTF  16  directed  MONAGHAN  to  reoover 
personnel  of  a downed  patrol  plane  ard  to  then  report  to  senior  off'oer 
present  in  vloinity  of  YORKTOffN, 

he  was  new  confronted  with  the  necessity  of  determining  in  which 
direction  he  waa  to  direot  his  effort.  He  stated  later  "as  th  • general  situa- 
tion and  the  weather  cleared,  it  beoamo  evident  that  a choice  of  object! vei 
for  chase  and  attack  was  the  next  matter  for  decision.  VTe  had  report*  of  two 
groups,  either  of  whioh  contained  good  targets.  On#  waa  to  the  west  of  Midway, 
the  other  to  the  northwest.  I chose  the  one  to  the  northwest.  It  was  farther 
away,  but  it  oontalned  the  oripploci  CV  and  two  BB's,  one  of  them  damaged,"** 

This  comment  of  CTF  18  indicates  that  he  had  probably  confused  the  report  of 
the  KUUANC  and  SUZUYA  with  those  of  the  M00Al.lt  and  MIKTJHA  and  therefore  con- 
sidered that  but  two  groups  of  ener.<y  ships  had  been  looated,  whereaa  an  a 
matter  of  fact,  three  groups  >'ad  boon  reported, 

CIF  18  believed  that,  he  had  sunk  three  carriers,  the  AKA81,  KAO  A and 
SORfU— and  that  thia  orippled  carrier  was  ths  fourth  oarrier.**  He  believed 
’ .so  that  there  was  the  possibility  of  a fifth  oarrier  in  the  area,  the  de- 
struction of  which  would  ’ear  the  are*  of  Japanese  carriers  and  force  e full 
retirement  of  all  Japanese  surface  forces.  As  hs  makes  no  mention  of  the  Trans- 
port Group  whioh  had  been  reported  on  June  3rd,  but  whioh  had  not  been  reported 
on  June  4th,  it  is  astumsd  that  CTF  16  had  decided  that  thia  group  had  long 
sinoe  retired,  whioh  lsaumptlnn  was  oorreot. 

At  1120  he  ohan&od  course  to  300°  (T)  and  began  a stern  chase  at  26  knots 
to  destroy,  ‘f  possible,  the  oarrier  to  tlie  northwest.  Tills  carrier,  whioh 
was  the  damaged  HIRYU,  appears  to  have  sunV.  shortly  after  0800,  giving  the 
Mobile  Force,  thereafter,  complete  freedom  ol‘  action  to  rotire  at  best  spead. 

At  1826  he  sighted  four  motor  torpedo  boats  returning  to  Midway  after  an 
ineffective  search  for  Japanese  force*. 

•Action  Report,  Bat'tie  oi*  M idwajr , "Blif£kiJRt3E,  Sor.0133,  Juno  8,  l'§42,’  p.Y, 

**GTF  1G  Settle  of  Midway,  Ser.  0144-A  of  Juno  16,1842,  p.4. 
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As  th#  day  wore  on  and  no  additional  reports  were  received  from  the 
Midway  planes  concerning  the  movements  of  the  foroe  whinh  he  was  ohaeiag, 

CTF  16  grew  more  and  more  conoerned.  He  realised  that  the  morning  eentaat 
had  begun  to  grow  oold.*  He  was  forced  to  plot,  therefore,  his  estimation 
of  the  movements  of  this  foros  based  on  his  0600  information.  When,  based 
on  this  information,  he  had  finally  decided  that  the  enemy  foroe  was  bearing 
about  324°  (T),  diatant  240  milea,  he  ordered  launching. 


„’t£ 
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Between  1612  and  1545  the  ENTERPRISE  launched  32  dive  bombers.  Thle 
group  onnaieted  of  seven  dive  bombers  from  Soouting  Squadron  6,  six  dive 
bomber*  from  Bombing  Squadron  6,  ten  dive  bomber*  from  Bombing  Squadron  3, 
and  nine  dive  bombers  from  Scouting  Squadron  6.  Eaoh  of  thee*  please  wa* 
armed  with  on*  800- pound  bomb.**  During  th*  same  time,  the  HORNET  launched  j ' 
26  dive  bombers.  These  consisted  of  nine  dive  bombers  from  Soouting  Squadrog 
8 and  seventean  dive  bomb* r a from  Bombing  Squadron  8.  The  armament  of  theae 
planes  was  similar  to  that  of  tn#  ENTERPRISE.  After  the  planes  had  been 
launched  CTF  16  changed  ouurie  to  3150  (T), 


• * * 

As  tha  HORNET  group  mads  oontaet  first,  that  group  will  be  discussed 
firs' , At  1530  eleven  diva  bombers  of  VB  Squadron  B and  th*  Air  Group 
Commander  took  departure  from  th*  HORNET  and  olimbed  to  16,000  feet.  Com- 
mander HORNET  Air  Group  was  advised  that  th*  tneuy  oonsisted  of  on*  oarrier# 
two  battleship*,  two  heavy  cruisers  and  five  destroyers  bearing  318°  (T), 
c*<  ’ -12  ml  Ice  from  TP  Id  and  that  it  wae  on  course  310°  (T),  speed  12, 

A this  infomatlon  was  based  on  the  early  morning  reports,  which  had 
rw*«lvod  no  amplification  slnoe  that  time.  At  1630  Commander  HORNET  Air 
Croup  sighted  five  Army  B-17'e  returning  to  Midway.  At  1716  he  lighted  a 
single  ship  believed  to  be  * cruiser  on  ccurse  210°  (I),  However,  thi* 
cruiser  was  not  at  this  time  a targst  sufficiently  important  to  war ran,  th* 
diversion  of  the  Air  Attach  Oroupj  therefore,  he  continued  onward  to  a total 
distance  of  31b  miles  in  an  effort  to  locate  the  carrier  group,  but  without 
success.  He  then  decided  to  attack  tha  sruiser,  whieh  was  actually  the 
destroyer  TAHIKA2E.  He  launched  an  attack  at  1810  dropping  twelve  600-pound 
bombs.  No  hits  were  made.*** 

At  1643  the  second  group  of  HORNET  dive  bombers  consisting  of  five  planaa 
from  VB  Squadron  8 and  nine  planes  from  VS  Squadron  8,  all  led  by  Commander 
VS  Squadron  0 were  launched.  The  delay  incident  to  the  launching  of  these 
pianos  war;  caused  by  the  necessity  for  bringing  them  up  from  the  hangar  deck 
and  (’rotting  them  after  the  first  flight  had  dsparted.  Commander  VS  8quadron 
8 failed  to  make  uontaot  on  the  TA11IKA2E  and,  thBraforo,  returned  with  hie 
group  to  the  HORNET,  ills  return  to  the  HORNET  was  noi  without  incident,  for 
on  thu  retur.i  flight  five  planou  of  VB  Squadron  B became  separated  from  ths 
remainder  of  the  squadron  and  had  dlffioulty  in  locating  the  HORNET.  CTF  10, 
tl’.-raforo,  Illuminated  the  task  foroe  to  assist  the  planes  in  finding  the 
oHi’rier.  Throe  HORNET  planes  landed  on  the  ENTERPRISE.  All  landings  were 
made  after  dark— bn'  •■ocn  U166  and  2036. 

♦Action  Report  C fh’  ft , §ot tie  of  "Midway, TSerTaT  0*  4^-A  June  l"6 ,042,  p,4"," 
♦•Action  Report  UBS  ENTERPRISE,  Serial  0135,  June  8,1942,  p.4. 

♦ ♦•Action  Report  HORNET,  Serial  OOlfi,  Juno  13,1942,  p,6. 
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It  ii  of  interest  to  note  the  general  axaellenoe  of  these  night 
landing! , They  ware  particularly  remarkable  when  it  la  remembered  that 
many  of  the  pilota  had  never  landed  on  a carrier  before  at  night*  There 
was,  however*  a oaaunlty  to  one  plane*  thia  plane*  owing  to  e shortage 
of  gasoline,  leaded  in  the  water  while  eudetr  ring  to  land  on  the  ENTERPRISE, 
The  pilot  wae  re a sued. 


* * e 

The  ENTERPRISE  group  departed  together  at  1530,  having  completed 
launohiag  at  182S.  Bn  route  to  tw>  taiget  the  Strike  Leader  decided  to  em- 
ploy  aearoh’  and  attaok  procedure*  He  formed  e seouilng  line  of  nine  pi  ana  ■ 
of  VS  Squadron  6 and  aeven  planet  of  VS  Squadron  8 and  flew  on  a oouree  of 
324°  (T)  for  266  railea*  He  wa*  followed  by  tho  other  dive  bomber*.  The 
Attaok  Group  remained  at  a low  altitude  until  about  100  miles  from  the 
eatlinated  position  of  the  enemy,  at  which  time  It  began  a climb  to  13,000 
feat --Jut t below  the  overoast,  whLit  wats  at  about  13, ('00  feet** 

At  about  1727,  after  flying  26b  miles  along  the  courts  without  making 
a contaot,  the  Strike  Leader  recalled  hi*  snouting  line  und  effected  a 
rendezvous.  About  thi*  time  he  received  a voice  contact  report  from  the 
HORNET  planes,  reporting  a tingle  unidentified  vessel.  The  Strike  Lesdor 
decided  to  attempt  to  looate  this  vassal  by  steering  n course  of  236°  for 
35  miles  and  then  126°  (l),**  At  about  1700  he  sighted  u destroyer  or  a 
light  cruiser  in  hat*  33°  N.,  Long,  17eo-40'  fi,  on  course  310®,  speed  20. 

This  was  the  destroyer  TAHIKAZE,  lie  thereupon  launched  hi*  attaok  in  order 
as  follows:  ten  planes  of  VB  Squadron  3,  six  planes  of  VB  Squadron  6,  seven 
planes  of  V3  Squadron  6 end  nine  planes  of  VS  Squadron  6.  These  planes 
dropped  thirty-two  600-pound  bombs*  The  TANIKAZB  maneuvered  radioally  and 
opened  fire  with  her  anti-airoraft  guns,  Ho  hits  were  observed*  One  divr 
bomber  was  lost  in  the  attaok.  The  remaining  planes  returned  to  TP  16  and 
landed  without  inoidont*  On#  plane  landed  on  the  HORNET • 

After  all  planes  had  been  recovered,  about  2038  CTF  16  reestlmated  the 
situation*  His  planes  had  reported  that  no  targets  had  boon  sighted  for 
268  miles  ahesd,  exoepting  the  destroyer  TANXKAZE  which  they  had  bombed. 
Actually,  his  planet  had  gone  out  315  miles  and  had  mad#  no  contaots  other 
than  the  TANIKAZE,  His  planes  had  also  reported  the  visibility  ahead'**  not 
■o  favorable,  CTK  10  decided  that  the  enemy  would  be  Informed  of  the  air 
attacks  on  the  TANIKAZE  and  would  therefore  either  continue  on  to  get  the 
protection  of  bad  weather  or  would  change  oourse  to  the  westward  to  houd 
for  Japan  and  to  throw  the  Amerloons  off.  He  dtoided  that  it  would  be 
desirable  to  change  oourse  tr  the  westward  and  lmmodiotoly  set  course  at 
263®  (t).  However,  at  2048  the  NORTHAMPTON  reported  a submarine  oontaot 
at  281°  (T),  distant  17,000  yards.  An  a result,  CT?  IE  changed  oouree  to 
the  south  for  32  minutes.  Then  he  altered  oourse  to  200°  (Tj,  and  set  the 
.peed  at  16  knots  for  the  rest  of  the  night.  He  chose  IE  knots  because  he 
did  not  desire  to  engage  any  Japanese  battleships  during  the  night  arid  because 

♦SupplomentaYTotl^h  RcpoffTPW  TWT^T^^rTJTflH? .'June  T-r.TflfTFX 
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V he  desired  to  oonierve  fuel  particularly  in  hit  destroyers.  He  realised 

j-'  the  urgency  ef  early  information  and  therefore  made  plans  to  launch  an 

air  eearoh  at  daylight  to  cover  the  sector  180°  to  360°  to  a radlue  of 
200  miles**  At  2400  he  was  bearing  SOB0  (T) , dletant  255  milea  from  Mid- 
way. 


• * * 

Meanwhile,  OTP  17  had  ooatinued  on  to  the  eastward  after  leaving  OTP 
18  at  about  midnight.  He  (teamed  on  oouree  090°  (T)  at  15  knot*  until  0644 
when  he  revereed  oouree  to  270°  (T)  end  reduoed  apeed  to  10  knots.  At  0600 
ha  was  bearing  054°  (T>,  distant  240  miles  from  Midway.  Between  0804  and 
0026  he  transferred  all  YORKTCSTN  personnel,  lei*  a aeleotad  salvage  orew, 
from  the  four  destroyers  BEMUAM,  ANDERSON,  HAM1 1AI1N , BALCH  to  the  PORTLAND. 

The  aeleoted  ealvage  orew  wae  transferred  to  the  ASTORIA.** 

At  1036  the  HAMMANN  oame  alongside  the  ASTORIA  and  took  on  board  a 
salvage  orew  for  raturn  to  the  YORKTOWN.  This  took  until  1127  when  the 
HAMMANN  cleared  the  ASTORIA.** 

At  1230  CTP  17  ohongod  oouree  to  126°  (T)  and  oommenoed  fueling  hia. 
destroyers  from  the  POPTLAND. 

At  1800  all  fueling  having  been  completed,  CTP  17  directed  the  HAMMANN, 
BALCU  and  BENHAM  to  return  to  the  YORK TOWN.  He,  hlmaelf,  with  the  remainder 
of  T7  17,  headed  on  an  eaatarly  course  to  rendesvoue  with  the  FULTON  and  the 
PLATTE,  The  FULTON  had  bevn  aant  out  from  Pearl  Harbor  to  remove  the  YORK- 
TOJltf  svtrvivors* 

At  2400  he  was  bearing  080°  (T),  distant  316  milea  from  Midway  and  was 
on  oourae  110°  (T),  speed  25  knots* 

During  the  above  time  the  YORK  TOWN,  protected  by  the  deetroyer  HUCJHES, 
had  been  drifting  in  ita  abandoned  position* 

At  0741  the  HUQHES,  observing  machine  gun  bullet  splashes  in  the  water 
on  the  port  side  of  the  YORKTOWN,  sent  an  investigating  party  and  discovered 
that  two  wounded  men  had  been  left  on  the  YORKTOWN  whon  ehe  had  been  abandoned 
the  day  before*  The  HUOHEtt  also  discovered,  in  addition  to  these  men.  three 
secret  ooding  deviate  whioh  htd  not  been  disposed  of.  Why  these  wounded  men 
and  thn  secret  devioes  were  not  removed  prior  to  the  abandonment  of  the  YORK- 
TOWN  is  not  dear,  but  their  preecmoe  gives  the  appearance  of  unnecessary 
haste,*** 

At  1308  ehe  was  takan  in  tow  by  the  VIRBO  (AT-144),  whioh  hBd  been 
direoted  by  OINOPAG  on  the  preoeding  day  (June  4th)  to  assist  her.  The  VXREO 
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*War  Dlnry  UBS  PORTLAND,  June  1042,  end  War  Diary  UIS  ASTORIA,  June  1942* 
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then  headed  for  Ptul  Harbor  at  9 knot*.* 

At  1608  tha  Y0KKTC8N  protective  screen  waa  lnoreased  by  the  arrival 
of  tha  MONAGHAN  from  TP  18  and  of  tha 'OTIS  from  Paarl  Harbr/.  Tha  (WIN 
waa  an  routa  to  join  TP  18  and  was  diverted  by  01NCPAC, 

Tha  towing  oparabion  prooacdad  slowly,  owing  to  heavy  sans,  end  at 
timas  tha  maxlimtw  apaad  of  towing  waa  2 knots  or  lass.  At  2400  tha "YORKTOWN 
waa  about  028°  (T),  distant  140  mi las  from  Midway . 


OPERATIONS  AT  Ml DRAT 


Meanwhile,  operations  at  Midway  wars  continuing.  At  0000  June  6th 
3NAS  Midway  mindful  of  tha  suooesa  whioh  had  baan  aooompliehed  by  the  night 
ettnok  of  tha  PBT's  on  tha  aarly  morning  of  June  4th,  ordered  two  PBY's  to 
deliver  a night  torpedo  attack  on  tha  same  target,  the  Transport  Group,  whioh 
was  reportedly  approaohing  Midway  from  tha  westward.  Since  the  records  make 
no  further  mention  of  this  flight,  it  Is  presumed  that  It  failed  to  make 
oontaot* 

During  tha  remainder  of  the  night  the  persounel  on  Midwey  were  engagod 
in  the  servicing  and  rearming  of  d-17's,  PBT's  and  soout  bombers.  Ap- 
proximately 46,000  gallons  of  gasoline  were  hand  pumped  into  theee  aircraft 
from  B6-gallon  drums.  In  addition,  these  planes  were  armed  with  36  600.pound 
bombs* 


, At  0130  the  Japanese  submarine  1-188  fired  six  shells  at  Midway,  but 
oauoed  no  damage.  The  Midway  defense  batteries  returned  the  fire,  but  made 
no  hit*. 

As  a result  of  this  attaok,  whioh  CNAS  Midway  realised  was  by  a submarine, 
0NA3  Midway  reestimated  the  situation  and  arrived  at  the  oonolusion  that  thie 
"sub  was  following  original  plan  to  create  diversion  to  oover  attaok  of  a 
landing  party.  However,  in  view  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  Japanese,  it 
was  felt  that  when  no  further  attacks  developed,  a retreat  had  been  ordered 
and  that  the  Japanese  submarine  commander  was  the  proverbial  one  who  didn't 
get  "the  word.**** 

This  conclusion  does  not  apptar  to  have  been  made  available  to  CTF  7, 
for  OIF  7 doss  not  seem  to  have  arrived  at  a similar  dsoision  for  some  24  hours. 
This  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  retained  hit  submarines  on  the  12»,nile  oirole 
from  Midway  until  dawn  on  Juue  3th.  Neither  dove  CTF  7 appear  to  have  oem» 
raunloeted  to  CNAS  Midway  his  conclusions  that  a landing  was  still  expeoted 
on  Midway, 


•Wsr  Blary.'WVMfl,  dune 
••Report  of  Coradr,  Logan  C,  Ramiey,U8N  to  CINCPaC,  aubjeot  Air  Operation*  of 
Midway  Defense  Forces  during  Battle  of  Midway,  Serial  0027  'Utod  June  15,1042, 
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At  0140  four  B-17's  which  were  no  longer  considered  fit  for  combat 
duty  departed  for  Pearl  Harbor. 

At  0415  ten  PBY  search  planes  departed  on  a morning  searoh  with  orders 
to  cower  the  area  between  250°  (T)  and  020°  (T)  to  a radius  of  250  miles. 

At  0430  eight  B-17's  took  to  the  air  in  accordance  with  the  early  morning 
praotice  at  llidway  of  getting  them  airborne  to  aToid  possible  damage  from  air 
attack.  After  beoosdng  airborne  they  were  directed  to  attack  the  large  enemy 
force  discovered  by  the  TAMB0R  at  0215. 

At  0615  the  leader  of  the  B-17  Group  reported  that  he  had  run  into 
unfavorable  weather  and  was  unable  to  locate  the  target. 

At  0617  CNAS  Midway  receipted  for  a report  from  the  TAW  BOR  which  stated 
that  he  sighted  two  HOGAMI  class  cruisers  bearing  272°  (T),  distant  115  miles 
'rom  Midway,  oourse  west,  speed  17,  damaged. 

At  0625  CNAS  llidway  directed  the  B-17  Group  to  return  to  Kure  Island  and 
there  await  instructions. 

At  0630  CNAS  Midway  received  a despatch  from  PBY  2V55  which  reported  two 
SB's  bearing  265°  (T),  distant  126  miles  from  llidway  on  course  268°  (T),  speed 
15.  This  despatoh  confirmed  his  previous  estimate  that  the  Japanese  had 
ordered  a retreat.  Further  confirmation  soon  followed,  as  other  Japanese  foroes 
to  the  west  and  northwest  were  also  reported  retiring.  CNAS  llidway,  acting  on 
the  0630  aontaot,  decided  to  attaok  the  two  BB's,  and  directed  VKSB  241  to  make 
this  attaok.  In  obedience  to  this  directive  six  SBD's  and  six  SB2U ' a , each 
armed  with  one  500-pound  bomb,  took  off  from  llidway  at  0700  and  headed  for  the 
reported  contaot.  When  about  45  minutes  out  from  Midway  they  pioked  up  an  oil 
aliok  to  the  westward  whioh  they  followed.  This  sliek  led  them  directly  to  the 
target,  whioh  proved  to  be  the  heavy  cruisers  MO G AMI  and  MINIMA  with  two  escort- 
ing destroyers. 

At  0805  Commander  7MSB  241  commenced  his  attaok.  The  dive  bombers  attacked 
first,  followed  Immediately  by  the  SB2U's.  They  delivered  a dive  bombing  attack 
from  10,000  feet.  The  SB2U'a  followed  with  a glide  bombing  attaok  from  4,000 
feet.  This  attaok  met  heavy  and  aoourate  anti -aircraft  fire  from  the  oruisers 
and  destroyers.  Although  not  definitely  known,  it  appears  that  the  leader  of  the 
SB2U  group  was  hit  by  the  anti-aircraft  fire,  for  he  maintained  his  dive  and 
orashed  into  the  after  turret  of  the  MIKUMA,  starting  fires  and  further  reducing 
her  speed.*  Eleven  500-pound  bombs  were  dropped.  Ho  hits  other  than  the  crashed 
plane  were  made* 

Meanwhile,  the  leader  of  the  B-17  group  had  turned  about  and  succeeded 
in  locating  the  same  target.  After  the  Marines  had  eonpleted  their  attack, 
he  launohwd  his  attaok  from  an  altitude  of  20,000  feet,  employing  two  4-plane 
elements.  He  dropped  39  500-pound  bombs  and  oompleted  his  attaok  by  0830.  No 
hits  were  made  acoording  to  Japanese  reoords,**  although  he  believed  his  foroe 

•Interrogation  Commander  Otekichi  SHI BATA,  IjN,  Interrogations  of  Japanese 
Offioials,  Vol.I.  USSBS,  p.270. 

••Mobile  Foroe  Detailed  Battle  Report  $6,  ONI  Reviser,  May  1947,  pp. 55-61  inol. 
and  Interrogation  of  Rear  Admiral  SOJI,  IJN,  Interrogations  of  Japanese  offioials, 
V:,l. II, USSBS,  p.  363. 
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hart  made  one  hit,  two  probable  hits,  and  seven  near  mi  site,* 

At  0815  patrol  piano  8V0S  reported  thro®  cruisers  and  destroyers 
soresnlng  a burning  carrier  bearing  384°  (T),  distant  240  miles  from 
Midway  on  course  810°  (T),  speed  12,  with  two  battleships  wall  ahead* 

This  burning  oarrior  wa»  the  111 RYU,  whloh  tank  shortly  thereafter. 

At  1020  patrol  piano  10V55  reported  TF  18  bearing  018°  (T),  diatant 
80  miles  from  Midway, 

Meanwhile,  OKAS  Midway  realised  that  It  wan  Important  to  destroy  the 
Japanese  carrier  reported  at  0219,  and  aa  he  had  heard  nothing  from  CTF  18 
nor  from  hie  own  planes  in  thl';  regard,  ho  dispatched  at  1320  an  attack 
group  of  seven  Bb17'i  with  a naval  obeerver  on  board,  presumably  to  assist 
la  identification* 

At  1430  the  Strike  Leader  of  this  3-17  group  reported  sighting  IF  18, 

Ho  prooecdad  onward  on  oourse  300°  (7)  to  a dlsbar.ae  of  about  400  miles 
from  Midway,  He  failed  to  looste  the  objective.  On  his  return  he  sighted 
a destroyer,  the  TAHIIIA2E,  and  daolded  to  attack  It,  Ho,  therefore,  divided 
his  planes  into  two  elements,  one  of  four  planes  and  one  of  three,  and 
commenced  his  attack  at  1036  from  ar.  altitude  of  12,000  feet.  On  this  run 
the  seooiul  element  failed  to  drop  its  bombs,  bo  it  made  a eucoud  run  fries 
an  altitude  of  14,600  feet,  Luring  these  attacks  the  lM7'a  dropped  68 
100-pound  bomba,  Ho  hits  were  made  according  to  Japanoou  records,**  although 
the  pilots  claimed  two  hits,  one  probable  hit  and  three  hour  mUues  on  a 
orulscr,***  The  Japanese  appear  to  have  been  e&ught  by  surprise,  for  the 
first  attack  wae  unopposed  by  AA  fire,  although  the  destroyer  looms  to  have 
taken  evauive  action  In  both  attacks.  The  second  attack  encountered  anti- 
aircraft firw  which  was  lneffeotive.  This  0-1?  group  returned  tc  Midway, 

At  1946  CIUS  Midway  despatched  f'.  ve  B-17»r  bo  attack  the  cnrVior  group 
to  the  northwest.  This  group,  like  the  preceding  one,  failed  to  locate  Ho 
designated  target,  but  found  the  TATIKAZE.  The  lender  of  t)>le  0-17  group 
decided  to  attack  this  ship,  and  at  1946  clollvurod  an  attack  from  11,000 
foot,  dropping  fifteen  000-pound  bomba  and  eight  SUO-pouud  bombs  with  uii'.bBcr  ,,.'d 
results,****  The  TAHIKA2S  countered  by  taking  evasive  action  end  by  heavy 
anti-aircraft  fire  with  the  result  that  th*  bombers  made  nc>  hits.  Of  the 
five  planes  which  attacked,  only  three  returned  to  Pearl  Harbor,  Two  planus 
failed  to  return.  One  ran  out  of  fuel  and  landed  in  the  see.  All  except 
one  of  ite  orew  were  recovered.  The  other  plane  was  never  heard  on  the  radio. 

It  was  seen  to  have  dropped  its  belly  tank,  due  possibly  to  having  been  lilt  by 
•AA  fire.  Those  two  R-17'e  wore  the  only  8-17's  lost  during  the  Battle  of 
Midway, 

*liQuTquartori  7tTi  Air  Faroe  Itr  dated  if  Jiify  isiS,  Subject,  Operntliuiai  ’**” 
Report  Air  Foroe  Employment  at  Midway,  p, 31, 

••Mobile  Foroe  Detailed  Battle  Report  jC  hill  Review,  May  1847,pp,P6-Cl  inol, 
***U8  Airoraft  Aatlon  with  the  Enemy  Foroes  Report  signed  U,E, Allen,  tt,0ol, 

AC,  June  5th,  1 W 4 f! • 

••••Bd(l«  7th  Air  Force  Itr  dated  17  July  1312,  Uubjeot,  Operational  Report; 

Air  Force  Employment  at  Midway,  p.3. 
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At  1846  CXAB  Midway  reoeived  a report  froa  patrol  plan*  *?S6  which 
abated  that  it  was  balsa  attaokad  by  fighters  in  a position  bearing  316° 
(T)«  dlitaat  860  ailaa  mi  Midway.  Hew  this  plana  happaaad  to  ba  in 
this  area  is  set  explained  in  the  info  nation  available  to  this  study. 
However,  it  it  presumed  that  both  OUS  Midway  sad  ths  Commander  Patrol 
Planaa  ware  asking  every  effort  to  loeate  the  fleeing  enemy  foreas  and 
that  pltiias  war#  flying  froa  Layaon,  Lilians ki  and  Midway  throughout  tho 
day  on  suoh  aoaroh  aits ions . 

Curing  tho  ovoning  of  Juno  6th  nothing  oignlfioant  ooourrod  at  Mid- 
way* ONAS  Midway  waa  buoy  refueling  hi*  pianos*  ropairing  ths  baso*  and 
preparing  for  tho  next  day'*  operations*  During  the  day  of  June  6th  and 
the  night  of  June  Bth-flth  botwoon  70*000  and  76,000  gallons  of  gasollno 
wars  poured  or  puapad  froa  86  gallon  drums  in  ths  servicing  of  the  airoraft 
at  Midway.  Sona  pumping  was  dons  with  gasollns  driven,  pumps  but  tho 
majority  of  it  waa  puapad  through  hand  pump*.  This  work  was  aooomplishsd 
by  Marino  Air  Group  28  personnel  asalstod  by  two  Raider  Companies.* 


SUBMARINE  FORCE 
1,1  — 

0000  June  6th  to  2400  June  6th 

As  has  bean  pointed  out  previously*  all  submarines  of  the  Midway  tatrol 
cither  had  arrivad  or  ware  an  route  to  station  on  the  3 00-mi la  olrole  from 
Midway,  whore  they  wars  ordered  to  ba  by  dawn*  With  the  oxoeption  of  the 
OUTTLBipiBH,  all  of  them  ware  abla  to  raaoh  their  stations  on  time.  Tho 
CUTTLEFISH,  stationed  initially  700  tulles  west  ol'  Midway,  was  now  also  sn 
route,  but,  owing  to  the  great  distance  involved,  ah*  did  not  arrive  by  0600. 

The  Support  Patrol  and  tha  Oahu  Patrol  were  on  the  etetione  originally 
an  signed  (Diagram  "B"). 

At  0400  OTP  7 at  Pearl  Harbor  received  the  TAMBOR**  report  of  "Many  un- 
ident1 fled  ahips."  The  TAMbOR  had  made  this  eontaet  at  0215,  and  had 
rsoslved  a receipt  for  it  from  Midway  at  0306.  As  previously  indloabed  CTF  7 
now  oonsultsd  with  CINCPAC  at  Pearl  Harbor.  As  a result  of  this  oonferenoe, 
both  commanders  were  of  tho  opinion  that  a landing  attempt  by  the  Japanese 
forces  proceeding  from  the  west  wai  still  possible.  Thsrefore,  at  0609  OTP  7 
released  a despatch  which  directed  all  shLpe  of  the  Midway  Patrol  to  take 
■tation  on  a oirole  of  five  alias  radius  from  Midway,  but  to  remain  in  their 
previously  assigned  sectors.**  Eight  minutes  later  both  Midway  and  Pearl 
Harbor  receipted  for  an  amplifying  report  by  the  TAM80R,  which  report  stated 
that  the  two  MOUAMI  type  cruisers  wers  damaged  and  proceeding  west  at  17  knots 
from  a position  bearing  278°  (T),  distant  118  miles  from.  Midway. 

*t! omon<3* a v a i BasT’XTr  Defense  ITroraHTnTafEIe^S?  Midway,  Serial  00^8 
of  June  80th,  1948. 

•*CTF  7 Action  Report,  Battle  of  Midway,  Serial  0007  of  July  Slat,  1948,  p.3 
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Thii  action  tf  StHM  tad  My  OT t 1 ladiuMi  thi  lack  #f  Uhtutiw 
which  appaara  to  ten  obtainad  at  Niri  Barter  at  tk&i  tin*,  tte  Midway 
aaarah  piaaaa,  which  had  teas  an  aaarah  a lata  0416,  had  net  diaeloiad  any 
aridaaaa  that  ntey  ftrtu  wh  nearby,  u«d  yet  on  tte  aaauaption  that  they 
wiri  nearby,  tte  auteariaaa  vara  ordered  l r to  an  unfruitful  am* 

Meanwhile,  at  0616  OTP  T directed  tte  Support  Pat rel --XARRHAL,  PLUVOKR 
and  TRIMRR— to  proceed  wait  at  teat  apaed  to  designated  potato  aa  tte  100- 
atla  oirola  north  ef  Midway,  and  to  aaareh  far  aurrlnra.  Thaaa  thru 
auteariaaa  «ara  diraatad  to  laara  tha  aaaroh  araa  In  tiae  to  arrln  an  tte 
18-aila  airala  from  Midway  by  tha  following  dawa*  Thu*  waa  ialtlatad  by 
OTP  ? what  appear*  ta  ten  bean  tha  firat  instance  of  Air  baa  Rescue  by 
aubaarlaai  of  avietera  down  la  aoabat  la  tte  Qaatral  Paaifia,  If  not  in  tha 
aatlra  Paaifia. • That  auah  raaauaa  by  autearlnaa  wara  of  uaquratianad 
lapartaaaa,  baoaao  aero  aad  aora  awldant  aa  tha  Paaifia  Wa--  prograaasd.  Mot 
only  did  they  lapron  tte  aorale  of  tha  airman,  aud  thua  thalr  fighting 
qualltlaa,  but  alao  thay  aawad  for  tte  Motion  tralnad  at  man  aaaroaly  ra- 
ptaoaabla.  Tha  Japanese,  an  tha  othar  hand,  sxoopt  on  rara  aaoaslona,  did 
not  ante  auah  of fort  to  a an  thalr  pi lota.  Thoy  apparently  undoroatlmatod 
tho  walua  of  thalr  original  pilot* , aoit  of  whoa  had  enjoyed  long  peaoetiae 
aad  aoabat  training,  and  thoy  did  not  appear  to  have  folt  that  tte  loo*  of 
tteae  pilota  night  ten  a aariaua  of foot  an  thalr  futur*  op* rat Iona. 

Tte  FLUMflKX  and  tha  TRKJQER  oanpllad  with  OTP  7* a ordar,  but  tb*  NARWHAL, 
baoau**  ef  angina  trouble,  proaaadad  diraatly  to  tha  12-milo  oirola, • 

At  0086  OTP  7 changed  tho  radiua  of  the  droit  for  tha  Midway  Patrol 
fro*  6 ta  16  alleo*«* 


At  1030  tha  0US010M,  an  rout*  from  tte  100-all*  air*).*  t*  her  position 
aa  tha  11-all*  aim*,  lighted  TP  16  purauiag  tte  eaoay  to  the  woatward 
and  axohangad  recognition  algnala  with  mi*  carrier, ••• 

At  1146  OTP  7 notified  tha  Midway  Patrol  aad  tha  Support  Patrol  t*  be 
aaroful  not  to  tttaek  unit*  of  TP  16  and  TP  17,** 


At  1184  OTP  7 at dared  the  TAM80R,  TROUT,  and  ORAYLIMO  ta  alnk  a daaagad 
an mv  battlaahip  in  paaitiaa  tearing  164*  (I),  diataat  181  ailaa  froa  Midway.**** 
Thla  daapatah  appoara  ta  ten  bean  baaed  an  tte  0480-0668  contact  report  aad* 
by  Midway  aaareh  plana*  which  reported  two  daaagtd  battle thi pa  tearing  864* 

(T),  diataat  188  ailaa  froa  Midway  oa  oaurao  868*  (T),  apoad  16.  It  la  apparent 


«V*r  Diary.  QllVUmr. 

••OTP  7 Act  «a  Report  Sattla  af  Midway,  ter. 0867,  July  Slat,  1648, 
68  ftOOSQM,  May  llth  ta  Juaa  80th, 1648,  p.8. 

May-Juaa  1848. 


•••war  Diary  UBS  OUDOSOH,  May  llth  ta  Juaa  80th,l»48, 
••••War  Patrol  Xapart  U68  TROUT, 


p.4. 


that  sort  than  S houra  ted  alapted  between  tte  reeeipt  of  tte  above 
report  and  the  tin*  aotion  mi  initiated. 

At  1147  Cir  7 or da rtd  tte  Oahu  Patrol  to  taka  station  oa  tte  860- 
alia  oirola  northwest  of  bate.  Bo  did  thla  baeauaa,  "tte  looatioaa  ard 
intentions  of  tho  oaaay  wart  not  yet  clear  and  tte  peaaihlllty  exieted 
of  a raiding  foroo  proeeedlng  toward*  Oahu,** 

Hothlag  further  of  latoroit  oaourrad  during  tho  afternoon  until  1109 
whan  OTP  7 ordarad  tho  0R0UP8R,  PLY1N0  PISH,  and  OTOOBOH  to  a pealtion 
hearing  910°  (T),  distant  100  allot  fron  Midway.  Bo  diraetod  than,  "to 
•earth  for  two  BB*  three  >'A  and  about  tan  DD  and  two  burning  GV'e  reported 
in  that  petition."  This  uireotlve  appear*  to  hate  boon  bated  upon  oontaot 
report!  aada  to  Midway  by  ooaroh  planet  between  0719  and  0S00-»loae  10  to 
11  hourt  earlier* 

Alao  about  tbla  time,  the  0UTTL1P1U  wat  ordered  to  teareh  for 
straggler*  at  her  1909  pealtion  whieh  wat  about  990  allot  froa  Midway. 

All  otter  aubiaarlnet  net  ipeolfloally  ordered  to  ether  atetiona*  aa 
noted  aboTe,  oleeed  Midway  to  the  It-atle  eirola.  They  arrived  on  thie 
new  station  at  various  tinea  in  tht  afternoon  where  they  reaalned  during 
the  night. 


OTP  11  in  the  GKMT1X  oentlnued  on  towards  Pearl  Barber  aud  made  good 
an  average  80.0  kneta*  it  1400  he  wat  in  approximate  pealtion*  Lat.  300-10* 
I,  * Long.  130® ■•10'  W, aa 

TO  11*1  ooatinuad  oa  towards  Pearl  Harbor  throughout  the  day  and  aade 
good  aa  average  of  10  knots.  At  1400  he  was  in  approximate  poaltlea  bearing 
050°,  distant  SO  miles  fron  Pearl  Harbor**** 


OTP  1*  who  had  renained  at  anoher  during  the  flrtt  two  days  of  tte 
aotlen  mutt  have  etefed  at  hit  failure  to  reoolve  order*.  H*  decided  oa  hla 
own  initiative  to  take  hie  ooasuad  into  the  oonbat  area*  He  etated  later  that 
h*  did  this  so  that  he  night  "be  in  a petition  to  intercept  the  enemy  if  they 
broke  through  or  evaded  eur  forota  at  Midway*  or  landed  in  tte  Hawaiian  Islands* 
and  alao  to  stud  by  to  bonbard  the  Japanese  after  they  invaded  Midday  or  landed 
in  tte  Hawaiian  Island*. ***** 

Therefore*  on  June  9th  ho  iatued  hie  Operation  Order  9-48  wheroln  he 
a**lgaed  hlnielf  a million,  "To  eruia*  to  the  westward  la  order  to  support  tht 
ourvant  operation*  against  tht  eneay. "••••*  In  oenplissea  with  thlt  order, 

1 TogroTKap?FEryaSH^  — 

**War  Clary,  CTP  11,  Juns  1948,  p,i. 

•**Wsr  Clary,  0*9  3ARAT00A,  Juns  1048,  p*«. 

*• ••Memorandum  by  Ospt.  Clarkeon  J.  Bright*U9N  ormoerm  i)j  TP  1 and  Battle  of 
Midway,  Naval  War  College,  26  January  1948. 

••••♦OINCPAC  8*r.0l849  of  28  June  1942  (Addenda  to  rep'  -t  on  Battle  ol  Midway) 
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which  *n  effsotive  immediately,  he  aortled  from  flan  Frame)  iso  at  0780 

June  8th. 

.1 

He  had  with  him  on  June  6th  the  battleships  PENNSYLVANIA,  IDAHO, 
TENNESSEE,  NW  MEXICO,  and  MISSISSIPPI,  loraeaed  by  the  destroyers  CRAVEN, 
DUNLAP,  DALI,  PANNING,  and  AARON  HARD,  aud  aupported  by  the  converted  eaoort 
carrier  LONG  I HAND , He  had  ceaembled  thia  force  from  several  aouroea,  The 
battleships  ware  hia  ownj  the  five  deatroyera  had  been  assigned  originally  by 
OINOPAC  aa  part*  of  TP  11  for  the  defeuae  of  Midway  but  had  been  ordered  by 
OINQPAO  on  Hay  80th  to  report  to  CTF  1 for  duty*,  and  the  LONG)  ISLAND  had 
recently  arrived  in  flan  Franoisoo.  TK  11  had  been  plaeed  temporarily  under 
hia  commend  while  undergoing  repaira  on  the  fleet  Ooaat*  The  air  complement 
of  the  LOMO  ISLA.ro  conalated  at  thia  time  of  twelve  F4F  fighter*  and  eight 
800  (orulaer  type}  planee  with  wheel*  inetalled  in  plaoe  of  float*, 

H*  h taded  for  the  0600  June  6th  rendetveue  with  TU  1,1*1  eoneiatlng  of 
the  MARYLAND,  COLORADO,  PORTER,  DRAYTON  and  CUSHIN0.  Thia  randeavoua  had  been 
deaignated  in  the  Operation  Order  an  Lat,  37o-40'  N. , Long,  .1270-48'  fl,  or 
about  260  mile*  due  west  of  ian  Franoiaoo,  At  2400  he  wni  In  Lat,  37c-60'  N,, 

Long.  1260-48'  V. 

TU  1,1,4  alao  headed  for  thia  reudeavou#  and  wai  at  2*00  at  Lat,  40°-30' 
N.,  Long.  182°-46'  If. 

Student a of  naval  warfare  will  wiah  to  know  how  OTF  1 planned  with  only 
the  LONG  ISLAND  for  aireover,  to  defend  hia  battlaahip  f>roa  agalnat  enemy 
aircraft  should  they  aueoeed  in  breaking  through  or  evading  our  foroec  at 
Midway,  or  how  ha  planned  to  bombard  a Japaneae  invaded  Midway  *or  a landing 
in  the  Hawaiian  lelande.  Certainly  the  Japaneae  could  itoarcely  ceiae  a. 
roaolutely  defended  Midway  or  Hawaiian  lalamlc  without  having  firat  obtained 
air  superiority* 


JAPANESE  OPERATIONS 
0000  June  Wn  to  WOy^e  6th 

OiuC  Combined  Fleet  with  the  Main  Force,  the  Sooond  Fleet  and  the  rem* 
nante  of  the  Mobile  Foroe  continued  on  a westerly  eourse  towards  ths  fueling 
rendetvous  in  Lat.  38°  M«,  Long,  166°  B,  Be  expected  to  be  joined  shortly 
by  the  orulaer*  KUhANO  and  8U2UYA,  whloh,  with  thair  two  esoorting  doatroyero, 
the  MIOHXBBXO  and  08HI0,  at  midnight  boro  about  185®  (T),  distant  60  mils* 
from  the  Main  Ferae  and  were  oi<  e eloelng  oourae. 

The  damaged  orulaer*  UOOAMX  and  UXXVMA  with  their  two  escorting  daatreyers, 
the  ARAJSHIO  and  A8A8BI0,  were  moving  out  of  the  combat  area,  and  at  midnight 
bore  186°  (T),  dlatant  276  milaa  from  the  Main  Pore*  and  876°  (T),  distant  640 
milts  from  Midway  Island.  They  were  proceeding  to  join  the  Tranipert  Group, 
whloh  with  Its  Seaplane  Group  and  its  Close  Bsoort  unit  was  heading  to  the 
wreatwara,  and  at  midnight  was  bearing  676°  (T),  distant  660  miles  froa  Midway, 

OLnO  Combined  Fleet  had  besn  alerted  on  tho  preceding  afternoon  by  the 
rttaoks  on  ths  destroyer  TANIXASI.  Be  realised  eh  that  tine  that  his  forces 
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wore  being  puraued,  but  he  appear*  be  hava  fait  reasonably  confident  that 
ha  had  extricated  than.  Bow arar*  ha  could  not  ba  certain,  far  if  tha  purauit 
vara  continued,  aartais  of  hit  chipo,  notably  tha  M0MM1  and  NIKUltt,  wara 
probable  tar cat a.  At  09 SO  tha  MOGAUI  and  MXXOMA  wara  attacked  by  American 
dira  boabara.* 

Tha  attaak  on  tha  M09AMX  and  MIXUUA  and  tha  doatroyera  :oaaanead  at  Q9&0 
dun a dtht  aad  ooaaiatad  of  thraa  aaparata  diva  bombing  attnoka.  Tha  firat 
attaak  waa  aada  by  diva  benbora  wfaiah  appro ao had  fran  tha  northaaat.  Tha 
oruiaara  and  daavroyara  maneuvered,  and  dalivarad  haavy  anti-aircraft  fira. 

Tha  MOOANX  waa  hit  by  two  bonbi,  ana  of  whioh  plaraad  tha  top  of  Turrst  8, 
killing  everyone  inaida  tha  turret*  Tha  othar  bomb  hit  amidahipa,  damaging 
tha  torpado  tuba*  and  aborting  firaa  bale*  dooki,  Tha  MXKUMA  waa  hit  by  two 
or  thraa  bonbi  in  thla  attaok.  Tha  ABAIBXO  waa  hit  by  a bomb  in  tha  (tarn, 
which  damaged  har  alightly,  but  did  not  diaabla  har.** 

At  1216  thl*  group  waa  cubjeotod  to  anothar  diva  bambar  attaak  whioh  aana 
in  fron  tha  oouthweatward.  All  chip*  aanauvarad  aad  put  up  anti-alroraft  fira, 
but  with  llttla  auooaaa.  Tha  UC1AMX  waa  hit  again  by  two  bomba i ona  of  whioh 
hit  amldohipo,  and  tha  othar  hit  juat  forward  of  tho  bridgo.  Tho  MXKUUA  waa 
alao  heavily  hit.  by  many  bonbi  and  aat  On  fira.  Bvery  affort  waa  mada  to  ex- 
tlnguiah  thoao  ftroa.  Tho  destroyer  ARA8KX0  attamptod  to  go  alongaido  tho 
MIXuMA  to  aaaiat  In  tho  firo  fighting,  but  booauao  of  tho  intonaity  of  tho  flro 
aha  waa  unabla  to  do  ao.  Iona  of  tho  IIXKUUA  poraonnol  oithar  juapad  Into  tho 
wator  or  woro  blown  ovorboard.  Moat  of  thoao  wara  raoovarad  by  tha  AAASRIO. 

By  this  tin#  tho  MOOAUl  and  MIKUUA  had  aufforotl  aovoroly  and  thoro  auat 
hava  boon  a aarioua  quaatlon  aa  to  whothar  tha  UXRUMA  would  finally  ourviva. 
However,-  thla  foeitlon  wna  loan  raaalvad.  far  at  abuut  1141  tha  a a two  oruiaara 
wara  given  thair  third  and  laat  attaak  of  tha  day.  Onaa  again  tha  oruiaara 
endeavored  to  avoid  damage  by  nanouvor  and  gunfire,  but  tho  gunfire  wna  now 
weak  and  ineffective.  Tha  KOOAKX  appeara  to  hava  raaalvad  ana additional  hit* 
whioh  ploroed  tho  dock  and  did  haavy  paraannal  damage  below  deoka.  Tho  hIKUUA, 
whioh  waa  praatiaally  holplaaa.  waa  haavily  hit  agtia  aad  aank  ahertly  after 
dark.  Tha  daatrayar  ARA8HX0  waa  hit  by  a bomb  in  tha  atara.  whlah  diiablod  har 
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oruiaara  are  known  to  oxiat.  Tha  daaorlptlea  aoataiaad  haraln  ia  provided  from 
interrogation*  ooaduotod  by  tho  0.1.  it rat agio  loab  Rurvay  of  R.AAa.SdXX.IJM. 
Inter  rogation  Vav.  lo.bdi  Commander  0.  Ihibata.XJN,  Interrogation  bav.Io,  08 1 
Lt.Odr,  Viahlkaw*.  IJM,  Interrogation  Nav.  Bo. 08. 

••Interrogation  of  Japanese  Official i,  Vel.X,  08888.  p.870.  Interrogation  of 
Ooamandar  Otakiehi  Ihibata.  XJN,  alao  Japanoao  reply  tc  U8BN  Memorandum  Na#ll 
af  II  Oat.  1146.  reply  dated  t?  Novembor. 
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Itwlai  MKi  but  ahe  «U  kbit  to  proaeed  with  the  M03AMI,  Thla  boab  hit 
on  tfceJUMItlO  killed  anny  ef  the  UIKUMA  aurrlvor*  the  were  on  dock.*  At 
1400  the  MOOAMI  wee  la  Ut.  I^l1  H.;  Long.  mo-40*  *. 

OlaO  Combined  Meet,  from  the  report  of  the  flrat  of  theae  attacks* 
plaoed  the  American  terrier  teak  foree  to  the  eeatwerd  of  end  In  the  tie  laity 
o«*  the  M09AMX  Oroup.  Hi a Intel llgeaoe  reported  eeeay  eruleer  baaed  type  air* 
oraft  obierving  the  MOOAMI  group*  Ho  doolded  to  make  every  effort  bo  protect 
that  group* 

He  realised  that  the  boat  method  of  protootlag  thla  group  during  the 
night  waa  by  lnaroailng  lta  atrength  with  orulaara  and  doatroyara*  Ho  roallaod 
that  he  not  only  had  to  protoot  thla  foroo  agalaat  eight  attaak*  but  elao  ho 
had  to  preteot  it  agalaat  day  attack*  Thla  ha  apparently  hoped  to  aoeoapliah 
by  the  vastly  laoroaaod  anti-airoraft  fire  whloh  thla  leraoalag  Oroup  would 
provide  for  the  MOOAMI  group* 

finally*  ho  roallaod  that  a poaaibility  for  deeielve  notion  under  favorable 
ooaditiona  alao  existed.  The  number  of  land  baaad  aircraft  on  Make  lalaad 
oould  bo  lnoroaaod  from  the  nearby  baaoa  in  the  Marahall  lalanda.  With  hit 
air  atrength  thua  augmented,  OlaO  Combined  fleet  proaumably  felt  that  ho  oould 
then  undertake  deoiaive  aotlon  agalaat  the  Aaerlean  carrier  taak  foree*  provided 
eueh  aotlon  took  plaoe  within  effective  range  of  the  aircraft  on  Wake— about 
gOO  miles*  Perhaps  the  ZUIHO  with  the  Main  foroo  would  bo  In  a aupportlng 
poaltlen.  a*  thla  foree  eould  by  the  following  aoralag  roaoh  a poaltloa  within 
effective  range  of  alroraft  on  Wake  and  had  boon  dl rooted  by  hin  to  prepare  to 
attack  ea**y  carrier* •* 

la  furtheraaoe  of  thla  plan  ha  oonatltutod  a now  taak  foroo  whloh  ho 
called  the  Screening  foree*  aaaigaod  to  it  ■oven  orulaore  and  eight  doatrayera 
aad  gave  it  the  taak  ef  eontaotlng,  attaokiag*  and  deatroylng  the  enemy  alr- 
oraft carrier  foroo***  Thoao  war*  the  KGMAHO  and  iUZBYA  of  Orudlv  ?j  ATAOO 
and  OHOXAI  ef  Orudlv  4|  TONI  aad  OHIXUMA  of  Orudlv  8,  and  the  JINT8U  of  Deeroa 
t>  alao  the  deatroywra  HATBUXAZI,  YUKIKAZI,  AMAT8UKA2E,  TOKITSUKAgE,  KAItMI, 
ARAM*  KAOIRO  aad  IHIRANtJKI,***  At  about  1100  thla  ferae  turned  eouthward  at  SO 
knot  a te  rendoavoua  with  the  MOOAMI  aad  MHCUMA.*** 

While  an  route  to  thla  roadoaveua  Oomandor  Berooaiag  foroo  appoara  to  have 
doolded  that  rather  than  raadaavoua  with  the  MOOAMI  group,  during  the  night*  he 
would  endeavor  to  obtain  a covering  poaltloa  between  the  enemy  aad  that  group.*** 
Whether  ho  took  any  poaitlvo  aotlon  to  looato  the  eaeay  la  not  known.  He  suet 
have  launched  a chip  baaed  plane  aearoh  during  the  afternoon  to  ooaroh  In  tho 
moat  probable  danger  area*  whloh  hla  information  Indicated  waa  to  tho  oaatward 
of  the  MOGAMI  group*  flush  a aaaroh  appoara  to  hava  boen  dlroetod  by  OinC  Oooupa- 

tTaterrogaiTon' “of  ft. Ada. 8e j 1 * OT,  Interrelation  of  Vapan'oie  off’ia'iaVi,  "TolTTTT 
OSS  83,  p.SdS. 

** Midway  Occupation  foroo  Despatch  Op, Order  flS.  Room  d»  of  the  Converted  Sea, 
plane  Tender  XAMIKAWA  MA HU,  WOO  180833. 

••♦Iptorrngation  ef  Sept,  T.  Toyama,  1JN, tJ.C.Etrttegiv  Bom'sHip  Ourvay, 
Interrogation  of  Japans*#  Offleiala,  Vol.C,  i>*BS2, 


- 17.  • 


UNGkAS&lflEi 


tion  Foro#  in  hi*  D*»OpQrd  to.  16  i a sued  tt  1340.*  In  addition,  ho  nay 
have  Uunohad  a da o troy or  aearoh  durin*  the  night)  ha  say  hava  formed  4 
oowortng  aoraan  to  oover  tha  aura  probable  direction*  of  onony  apcroaohj 
or  ha  My  haw*  remained  eonoontrated,  Tha  inforMtioa  la  ailant  on  tha  a a 
points,  suffice  14  to  aay  that  ho  m4o  preparations  for  night  nation  "la 
oaao  faat  unit a of  tea  Aaerioan  Plaat  vara  thora."** 

At  1310  OinO  Oanbinad  float  adviasd  hi  a aubordinata  oommandora  b^ 
daapatoh  aa  to  hia  plana.  This  a tat ad i 

1.  Tha  Oonbiaad  float  plana  to  oonlaet  and  daatroy  tha  anamy  taak 
foroa  whan  it  ia  within  affoouva  air  rang#  af  Wake  I a land. 

3.  Tha  Main  Foroa,  tha  raMindar  of  tha  Saooad  Float,  and  tha  ra- 
maindor  of  tho  Mobil*  foro*  will  prooood  at  1430  southward  from 
Lat.  33°. 34*  N.,  Long.  136s  1.  oa  oouran  180°  (T)  at  18  knota. 
(Natal  an  latarpratatiaa  af  a nuabar  of  diffarant  translations) 

3.  Tha  Alautian  Lata  Support  Oroup  will  aupport  tha  Northarn  foroa, 

4.  Baa*  Air  foro#  will  attaok  tha  onony  with  all  iti  foroa*. 

6.  Tha  supply  unit*  of  tha  Main  foro*  and  th*  Saoend  flaat  will  arrlv* 
at  Lat.  83°  M,(  183*  8.  taMrraw  aftarnaon  and  will  raport  their 
arrival  tin#.*** 

la  aooardanoa  with  thla  duspateh,  whloh  hod  ehangad  tha  fueling  randaa* 
tout  from  Lat,  33*  U«,  Long.  170*  I,  to  Lat,  38°  N,,  Long.  18d°  E.,  OinO 
Oonblnod  floot  ohongod  oourio  at  1130  to  180°  (T)  and  spood  to  18  knots. 

He  oontinuad  on  this  ooura*  without  incident,  At  8400  ho  wai  in  Lat,  31° 

06*  N..  Lone.  189*-B8'  B. 


Uoanwhilo,  Oaaanndar  Baa*  Air  fora*  hnd  boon  alortod  into  aotilon  by  hia 
rooaipt  of  Oamblnod  float  Soorot  Daapatoh  #381,  whorain  h*  waa  diraobed  ta 
attaok  tho  onony  with  all  of  hia  forooa*  no  aommanoad  concentrating  hia  air 
powar  oa  lak*  to  tho  oapaoity  of  tho  airfield.  At  dawn  oa  Juno  8th  hia  air 
atron«th  at  Mk*  Xaland  waa  thirtoan  fightora  and  fiftoon  attaok  piano*  of 
th*  OH1TOIB  Air  Oroup  and  niaa  attaok  planoa  of  th*  Ml SAHA  Air  Oroup,  K* 
ardorod  eight  load  attaok  plaaoa  of  th*  lot  Air  Oreua  to  report  inmodiatoly 
to  BUra  I a land  fron  Taroa,  Thai*  plana*  arrived  during  tha  amr.ing  of  Juna 


ad  eight  load  attaok  plaaoa  af  th*  lot  Air  Oreua  to  report  inmodiatoly 
k*  Island  fron  Tarot,  Thai*  plaaaa  arrived  during  tha  evening  of  Juno 
R*  also  ordorod  oightooa  additional  land  attaok  planoa  and  four  ad- 
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arrived  on  tho  following  day,  A total  of  aovontoon  fightora  and  fifty  attask 
plaaoa  w*r*  nooowaodatod  os  th*  field , 


••Interrogation  of  Oapt,  Y.  ToyaM,  1JM,  U.8.  gtratogio  Bombing  Survey, 

Interrogation  of  Japanese  offieiala,  VOl.  I,  p,  ||g 

•••Oonblnod  floot  Boorot  Soopatok  #331,  Air  flot  84,  Mr  Diary,  p.68  of 
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He  then.  et  1110,  issued  hi*  olassiflod  despatch  No.  77,  which  con- 
cerned the  aontevplatod  operations.  Thl*  despatch  stated* 

”1.  Nhilo  the  »nHy  task  for**  1*  operating  northoaat  of  Wbket  tho 
units  of  tho  Combined  Fleet  will  attempt  to  oontaot  and  destroy 
him  within  effect ire  air  range  of  lake. 

I,  0.0.  4th  Air  Attaok  Fore*  will— oontaot  and  destroy  the  eaaay 
carriers  by  utilising  the  detaobaante  at  Wake  aa  designated  by 
the  C.O.— 

At  1140  he  issued  aa  amplifying  dsspatoh,  Operation  Order  Mo.  47,  whioh 
di rested  that* 

"The  Wake  Island  Lead  Attaok  Fisas  Detaohneat  of  the  2nd  Force  will 
take  off  90  ainutes  before  snarls*  equipped  for  torpedo  attaok. 

Planes  of  the  land  attaok  unit,  whioh  are  not  cn  patrol,  equipped 
for  torpedo  attaok  will  be  oa  SO  aiautes  standby  from  eunriao  until 
1100.** 

Kxoapt  for  arrival  of  now  plane a and  tha  preparations  being  mads  to 
oppose  the  American  sarrier  forces,  nothing  of  interest  appears  to  have  ooourrad 
at  Wake  throughout  the  day. 


* « * 

The  Transport  Group,  whioh  was  ssoortsd  by  tho  Seoort  Unit  and  tho  Sea- 
plane Group,  continued  moving  westward  at  11  knots.  At  about  JLS40  Consoander 
Seaplane  Group,  who  waa  in  ooaaand,  reoelved  despatoh  information  of  tha  air 
attaoka  on  the  MOGAMT  and  MIKtJMA.  Be  iaawdiately  issued  a dlreotlve  to  hia 
ooamand  whioh  stated i 

"Seotion  2 of  Orudiw  7 lo  engaging  eneay  earrler  planes  and  reoonnaissanoe 
planes  at  about  800  ^lea  to  tha  east]  eneny  Barrier  and  surface  weasels  art 
apparently  in  pursuit  in  the  srsai  put  striet  radio  trensmiaal-on  a llanos  and 
entl-alroreft  and  antl-aubaarin*  patrols  into  effaot, "** 

At  this  sans  tins,  Conmander  Seaplane  Group  reoelved  Coaneader  Oojupatlon 
Foroe  Despatoh  Operation  Order  #16  whioh  stated  la  part  his  plan  for  night 
notion  and  assigned  tanka  to  the  seaplanes.  Ten  nlautes  later,  at  1350,  tha 
CHITOSI  direoted  tha  KAMIKANA  MARU  and  Patrol  Boat  #35  to  "take  up  position  to 
tha  right  rear  of  the  oonvoy."  For  reasons  whioh  ar*  unexplained,  it  was  not 
until  1640  that  Oowuidar  Seaplane  Group  beoaae  alarmed  at  tha  possibility 
of  an  aneounter  with  tha  enemy.  At  that  time  be  sent  a menage  to  all  ships 
of  the  Transport  Group  directing  "Hoist  numeral  signals  indicating  maximum 
possible  epesd."*** 

•Ixtraots  fromtke  War  Diaries  Air  Plot  24  Uay-iiuly  1944,  Clfil  5SiIT 

•< Argentina  Maru  Combat  Report  30,  May-13  June  WDC  100232 

•♦♦Reoorda  of  Converted  Seaplane  Tender  KAMIKAWA  MARU, Translation  from  WDC 

100002,  p,10. 
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Meanwhile,  ha  estimated  hla  altuatlon.  It  la  posalbla  that  ha 
raasoaad  along  tha  fol lowing  llaaa.  Ha  had  llttla  means  of  defense 
against  air  attaalc  axoapt  aanaurar  and  anti-aircraft  flra.  These  had 
not  proven  a particularly  effective  mui  of  dafanaa  agalnat  carrier 
airoraft  area  whan  augmented  by  flghtar  cover,  an  had  been  damonatratad 
by  the  misfortune  of  tha  Mobile  Foroa.  He  had  alight  hopa  that  hla  Trans- 
pert  Group  would  ba  abla  to  defend  itaalf  agalnat  ouch  air  ettaek,  Hla 
dafanaa  agalnat  submarines  was  alao  limited,  eonalatiag  of  thraa  daatroyara 
in  an  aoti-auNaarina  screen,  several  patrol  boats,  and  a 1 ini tad  number  of 
aircraft  la  an  untl-aubamrioe  air  patrol*  Ba  appaara  to  have  decided 
therefore  that  it  would  ba  unwise  to  Unit  tha  freedom  of  notion  of  hla 
faster  ahipa  to  that  of  hla  slower  ships,  and  gars  orders  accordingly. 

Therefore  at  1760,  aa  a result  of  tho  rapliaa  reoeived  to  tha  above 
signal  and  aa  a raault  of  hla  estimate,  ha  broke  tha  Transport  Group  into 
three  unite i ond  aapabla  of  16  knots,  one  of  14  Imote,  and  on#  of  IS  knote, 
and  dlreetad  that  they  proeeed  on  tha  planned  eourae  a;  the  above  spaeda. 

At  2400  these  groups  ware  in  about  Lat.  2»°  N.,  Long.  164*-20'  S. 


a a a 

Subnarina  Squadrons  S and  b proceeded  on  eourae  266°  (T)  until  they 
reoeived  word  of  tha  air  nttaok  on  tha  MOO AMI  and  MIKUMA,  At  this  tine 
they  changed  oourae  to  tho  wwat  in  order  to  oloaa  tha  Striking  Foroa, 

The  1-168,  which  had  been  searching  for  tho  damaged  YORKTCWN,  ohanoad 
upon  her  on  tha  early  afternoon  of  Jana  6th  nnd  torpedoed  her.  The  detail a 
of  this  attaok  are  not  available.  However,  aha  apparently  axeoutad  a 
oourageoua  end  olavar  attack  against  deatroyer  opposition,  a*  a raault  of 
whiah  aha  eras  severely  attaoked  with  dapth  charges  in  return.  Her  storage 
batteries  and  har  forward  and  after  torpedo  tubaa  ware  ao  aarioualy  damaged 
aa  to  neoesaltate  har  return  to  Kura  for  repairs,* 


STRIKING  FORCE 

0000  June  io  Zi6'b  June  6th 

At  0000  TF  16  waa  In  a poaitlon  bearing  506°  (T),  distant  266  nilaa 
from  Midway.  CTF  16  oontlnuad  on  to  tha  westward  on  eourae  280°  (?),  apaad 
16  knots.  Ilia  teak  foroa  waa  In  cruising  disposition  11-V  in  whloh  tha 
oerrlere  ware  separated  into  two  single  onrrler  task  groups  about  8 nilaa 
apart, 

/ 

Tha  weather  was  olaar  with  excellent  visibility  but  with  a few  ac titered 
oumulua  clouds  (2/10  ovoroant).  Ths  wind  was  from  the  southwest  at  16  knots 
and  tha  sea  anooth. 

♦War  Diary  6th  fleet  1-36  June  1942-Tranalation  of  WDC  1602G8,  p.4. 
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At  0500  when  TF  16  waa  bearing  300°  (T),  distant  340  miles  from 
Midway,  tha  ENTERPRISE,  in  accordance  with  inatruotiona  from  CTP  16, 
ooouaanoed  leunohlng  fifteen  ENTERPRISE  diva  bombara  and  thraa  HORNET 
diva  bambara,  Tha  lattar  had  landad  on  tha  ENTERPRISE  tha  night  bafora. 

Thaae  eighteen  diva  bombara  wara  to  aaaroh  a aaotor  180°  (T)  through  waat 
to  3600  (T)  from  TF  16  to  a diatanoa  of  200  milea,*  Eaoh  plana  waa  armed 
with  om  6 00- pound  bomb.  Tha  aaaroh  group  dapartad  at  0610. 

At  about  tha  tana  time  tha  ENTERPRISE  and  tha  HORNET  aaoh  launohad 
six  fightara  Tor  ooobat  air  patrol.  Tha ra aft ar  throughout  tha  day  tha 
combat  air  patrol  far  tha  Taak  Foroa  waa  maintained  at  from  8-12  planaa. 

At  0646  HORNET  plana  8B2  reported  by  voloa  radio,  ”1  8B,  1 CA,  3 DD, 

Lnt.  29°-33'  N. , Long.  174°-30*  E.  on  oouraa  270°  (T),  apaad  10.”  Un- 
fortunately, this  oontaot  report  waa  raoelved  on  bourd  the  ENTERPRISE,  and 
hanoa  by  CTP  16  ua  "1  CV  and  5 RD."*e  Tha  poeition  placed  the  enemy  group 
aa  bearing  233°  (T),  diatant  128  milea  from  TF  16  at  the  time  of  oontaot. 

Thia  plana  immediately  returned  to  thd  HORNET,  and  at  about  0816  reported 
oorreotly  "1  B8,  1 CA,  S DC"  by  aaaaaga  drop  and  verbally,  Thia  information 
waa  aignalled  to  CTF  16  by  tha  HORNET. 

At  0730  HORNET  plana  8B8  returned  to  tha  ENTERPRISE  and  made  a me a a age 
drop.  Thia  drop  reported  "2  OA'a,  2 DD'.i,  Lat.  28°-BB'  N.,Long  17B°-10'  E., 
oouraa  218°  (T),  apaad  16."**  Thia  poaltion  plaoad  thia  enemy  group  aa 
bearing  209°  (X),  133  milea  from  TF  18  at  tha  time  of  oontaot,  whioh  la 
aaaumed  to  have  bean  about  0646. 

1 /n 

A plot  of  both  of  the  et^ve 

aeoond  oontaot  waa  bearing/isap  (T),  diatant  62  milea  from  tha  flrat  contact, 
CTF  16  now  fait  that  ha  had"in boots  red  two  groupa  of  enomy  aurfaoa  ahlpa. 
However,  auoh  waa  not  the  oaaa,  for  there  waa  but  one  Japaneae  group  in  tha 
area  at  tha  tiiaa.  Thia  group  waa  oompoied  of  tha  UOOAUI,  MXKUMA,  ARASHIO, 
and  ASASHIO*  Tha  error  aroaa  from  an  luoorreot  oontaot  report.  Strange  aa 
it  may  appear,  subsequent  air  strikes,  aa  wall  aa  reoonnalaaanoe  by  .oruieer 
planaa,  failed  to  clarify  tha  situation,  and  CTF  16  oontinued  to  believe 
that  ha  had  oontaotad  two  different  groupa. 

CTF  16  deoided  to  aaaroh  tha  area  further.  Thia  waa  apparently  dona 
in  order  to  amplify  tha  prevloua  oontaot  raporta  aa  wall  a*  to  endeavor  to 
looate  other  Japaneae  ahlpa.  At  0710  ha  ordered  a aaaroh  by  orulaar  planaa. 
At  0749  tha  MINNEAPOLIS  and  NEW  ORLEANS  launohad  two  planaa  aaoh.  Thaaa 
planaa  wara  direoted  to  aaaroh  tha  aaotor  209°>2699  (T)  to  a diatanoa  of 
160  milea  from  tha  ENTERPRISE  and  to  traok  any  ahlpa  looated.*** 

Meanwhile,  TF  16  had  bean  preparing  to  launch  an  attaok.  At  0767  tha 
HORNET  launohad  an  air  attaok  group,  Thia  oonslstad  of  twelve  diva  bombara 

♦Action  Report  "MSS’ HojWM,  Battle  of  Midway, Sar.OOlfc,  June  13,1942,  p.S. 
**Aotlon  Report  USS  ENTERPRISE,  Battle  of  Midway, 8ar, 0133, June  8,1042.  p,6 
***War  Diary  Conorudiv  6 (CTG  16.2)  June  1942,  p«78. 
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of  Bombing  Squadron  8j  fourteen  dir*  bombora  of  Sooutlng  Squadron  8|  and 
tight  fight ft  of  fighting  Squadron  8.  Soma  of  thaat  plant*  wort  anatd 
with  ont  1000-pound  bomb  taohj  othtrt  with  ona  600-pound  bomb*  Although 
no  air  opposition  had  boon  rtporttd  by  tht  pilot*  making  oorrtaot,  tht 
Commanding  Offlctr  HORNET  had  lnoludtd  th*  fighttr*  in  tht  abort  attaok 
group  "in  eatt  previously  undetsotsd  air  opputition  way  snoountsrsd.”* 

Thia  was  Bound  proosdure,  for  ho  also  oontidtrod  that  it  was  posaiblo  that 
thaao  two  rtoontly  dlsoovered  group*  of  entmy  ahipa  might  not  ba  all  that 
wtr#  in  tht  arta.  Under  that#  oonditiona  it  was  sound  Judgment  to  protaot 
th#  air  atrikt  groups* 

After  th*  launthing  bad  batn  completed*  CTF  IS  oloatd  the  oontaot  at 
26  knot*.  Th*  wind  was  from  the  southwest*  whioh  expedited  oloaing  as  it 
permitted  air  operation*  to  be  conducted  while  on  or  near  the  fleet  ooura*. 

At  OBSO  th*  Leader  of  th*  HORNET  Air  Oroup  sighted  an  anasy  f to#  con- 
sisting of  two  heavy  oruiaera  and  two  destroyers  and  atteoked  at  about  0060. 

Be  approaohed  from  the  direotlon  of  the  sun*  Th#  Japan***  maneuvered*  and 
put  up  "brisk"  antl-airoraft  fire*  However,  th#  HORNET  dive  bombers  suoossded 
in  delivering  an  effective  attaok  on  both  oruisera  and  on  on*  destroyer.  They 
dropped  eighteen  1000-pound  and  eight  600-pound  bombs.  They  olaiaed  two  1000- 
pound  bomb  hits  nnd  ona  600-pound  bomb  hit  on  s battleship,  with  two  nsar 
misses i two  1000-pound  bomb  hits  on  th*  QA  and  on*  '500-poUnd  bomb  hit  on  th* 
stern  of  or*  destroyer.  Th*  flghtera  were  employed  to  etraft  the  dsetroyera.* 

On*  dive  bomber  wes  ahot  down  by  Japanese  antl-airoraft  fir*.  Th*  Japan*** 
say  that  on  this  attaok  th*  IIOQAMI  was  hit  by  two  bombs,  the  WIKUMA  by  two  or 
throe,  end  th*  ASASR10  was  hit  by  one  bomb.  This  verifies  th*  olalme  of  th* 
HORNET*  exoeptlng  that  no  battlaehip  wee  present. 

After  this  attaok  th*  HORNET  plana*  rsturnsd  to  their  earrler  and  landed 
aboard  at  1036. 

While  th*  above  operation  wns  going  on,  th*  ENTERPRISE  at  about  0618  ra- 
oovered  her  aeeroh  planet,  and  prepared  her  air  attaok  group  for  a follow-up 
attaok.  At  1048  ah*  launohad  a group  of  thirty-on#  dive  bombers  with  orders 
- to  attaok  th*  target  reoently  attacked  fay  th*  HORNET  group.  The  attaok  group 
oonslettd  of  five  diva  bombers  of  Bombing  Squadron  6|  nine  dive  bomber*  of 
Sooutlng  Squadron  6|  tan  dive  bombers  of  Domblag  Squadron  3;  seven  dive  bombers 
of  Scouting  Squadron  6j  and  twelve  fighter*  of  Fighting  Squadron  6.  All  diva 
bombers  were  armed  with  one  1000-pound  l/lOO  seo,  fuse  bomb.  While  an  rout* 
to  the  target  th*  leader  of  the  ENTERPRISE  Air  Oroup  (Commander  Sooutlng  Squadron 
6)  waa  directed  bj  voiot  radio  to  eaaroh  for  and  attaok  a battleship  believed 
to  be  about  40  miles  ahaad  of  the  foroe  assigned  as  s targst.  He  was  also 
Informed  that  three  torpedo  planes  would  bs  launohad  to  Join  in  th*  attaok. 

The  Group  therefore  began  to  olimb  for  altitude  to  permit  tho  torpedo  plane* 
to  rendesvoua.  However,  neither  radio  nor  sight  oontaot  was  mad*.  It  appear* 
that  th*  torpedo  planes  were  direoted  not  to  attaok  if  there  was  *n*ay  op- 
position.** 

♦Action  Report  Tf3T  Hfl&W, Battle  of  Midway,  Ser.OOls  June  TS7TBIS7  p.B. 
••Supplementary  Action  Raport  USS  ENTERPRISE, Battle  of  Midway,  Sar.  0137  of 
June  13th,  1042*  p,7-8. 
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At  1100  MINNEAPOLIS  plan*  #8  rsportsd,  «oerrier  aunk~2  CA's  and  2 DD's 
on  oouree  278*  (T),  speed  22  knots.” 

At  1147  CTP  If  dlraotod  tha  MAURY  and  the  WORDEN  to  proceed  in  companv 
and  rendasroua  with  the  CIMARRON  for  fueling  in  Lat.  32°-00*  N.,  Long.  1786- 
00*  H.  Xhla  left  CTT  le  with  but  four  destroyer a,  the  PHELPS,  ALTAI N, 

OOIYWHAM  and  ILLS?.  OTP  18  stated  that  ha  was  determined  to  pursue  the 
eneaay  to  his  maximum  oapabillty.  In  order  to  aooompllsh  this  he  was  willing 
to  retire  those  destroyers  from  his  task  force  whose  fuel  requirements 
necessitated  it,  until  he  had  been  reduced  to  a minimum  ef  four  destroyers 
whioh  he  required  for  anti-submarine  defense.  He  had  now  reached  that  minimum. 

At  1200  the  Leader  of  the  ENTERPRISE  Air  Group  sighted  the  LOOAkl  eroup 
about  SO  miles  to  his  southwest,  on  a southwesterly  course— about  24CP  (T )— 
and  making  approximately  28  knots.*  The  risibility  was  exoellsnt  and  tha  ceiling 
unlimited  except  for  e few  soattered  elouds. 

Se  noted  that  no  battleship  was  present  with  this  group,  so  he  continued 
the  searoh.  He  searohed  fer  SO  miles  in  adranos  nf  the  MJOAMI  a roup,  but 
failing  to  dlsesrer  any  battleship,  he  returned  to  sttsok  that  group.  He 
began  hie  approeoh  from  21,000  feet  free  out  of  the  sun  and  down  wind.  At 
about  this  time  he  reeeired  instruction  from  CTF  16  to  expedite  his  attack , 

The  dire  hombere  atteoked  both  the  MOGAMI  end  MIXUMA  at  1216  and  dropped  SI 
1000- pound  bombs.  He  employed  six  fighters  to  strafe  eeoh  destroyer  to  reduoe 
Its  anti-eiroreft  fire.  These  attaoks  were  met  by  moderate  antl-airoraft  fire, 
mostly  autematio  fire  and  by  manourer.  As  a result  of  this  attaok  he  considered 
that  hie  planes  had  hsarily  hit  both  cruisers,  eas  of  them  being  dead  in  the 
water,*  The  MOOAKI  appeared  to  here  been  actual ly  hit  twioci  the  MIKUMA  many 
timcc.**  The  ENTERPRISE  group  suffered  no  lessee  la  this  attaok. 

At  1200  the  oruiser  search  plaaee  were  recalled,  and  at  1326  they  were 
reoorered,  haring  sighted  nothing  which  had  net  preriously  been  reported. 

At  1346  the  HORNET  finished  launching  another  air  attack  group  to  oomplete 
the  deetruotlon.***  She  launched  twenty-four  dire  bombers  of  VB  Squadron  8 and 
V8  Squadron  6,  and  eight  fighter*  for  this  attack.  All  dire  bombers  wars  armed 
with  one  1000- pound  1/100  eeo.  fuse  bombs.  All  prooeeded  to  the  attaok  with  the 
exoeptlen  ef  one,  whioh  was  foroed  to  return  to  the  HORNET.*** 

It  Is  ef  Interest  to  note  that  at  this  tins  TF  16  had  olossd  te  within 
90  miles  of  tht  MOGAUI  grsup,  and  ths  pllets  at  altitude  oould  see  both  foroes 
et  the  sons  time.  OTF  16  oontlnued  to  olese. 

At  1416  the  ENTERPRISE  reoorered  her  eir  sttaok  group  end  oombat  air  petrel. 
This  latter  assignment  was  taken  oVer  by  the  HORNET.  Three  ef  the  ENTERPRISE 
dire  bombers  landed  on  board  the  HORNET, 

eflup'pl'esmnWy'letTerTre’pVrTPSB  BMBMI,'  Tattle  T HTTwiy,  'Se'r.'  P18T; 

June  13,  1942  p,S, 

* 'Interrogation  R.  A dm.  Akira  Sojl,  IJN.  Interrogations  ef  Jepenese  offiolela, 
Vol.  II.  USSBS,  p.  868. 

***Aotlon  Report  US8  HORNET.,  Settle  ef  Midway,  Ser.  0018,  June  13th,  1942,  p,6* 
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At  1490  the  leader  of  H0RS1T  Air  Attaok  Group  alghted  tho  inMgr 
and  attaoked  at  Hid.  Thia  tin*  he  n«t  much  laaa  oppoaitlon  from  antl- 
a Ins  raft  fire,  and  the  eaeay  naneuvarlug  waa  laaa  affeotiv*.  He  attaokod 
both  oruiaera  and  apparently  one  or  both  deatroyera  with  23  1000-pound  bomba. 

He  oonaldered  that  hia  attaok  had  been  highly  auoeaaaful.  He  olained  om 

1000-pound  bomb  hit  on  one  CA|  alx  1000-pound  bomb  Mte  on  tho  other  CA  and  i 

one  1000-pound  bomb  hit  on  one  deatroyer.*  Thia  eatinate  appear*  quite 

aoourate.  The  IIOOAXI  appear*  to  have  received  one  additional  hit)  the  MZXUIIA 

aereral  additional  hlta  and  the  deatroyer  AKA SB 10  on*  hit.**  The  HORHKT  Air 

Attaek  Group  Buffered  no  loeaee. 

At  1829  the  HCRHST  recovered  her  air  attaok  group. 

At  1688  the  ramPKZSS  launched  two  diva  bonbera  to  photograph  tho  damage 
to  the  enemy  group.  Aa  a reault  of  thesa  pioturas  and  of  the  pilot  reporta, 

CTF  10  deoided  that  ona  OA  would  a in}:  during  tha  night,  which  It  did.***  It 
ia  of  Intareat  that  thore  ia  oonatant  raftrana*  by  tha  pilotr  to  tha  faot  that 
one  oruiaer  waa  oonaldarably  largar  than  tha  othar  and  that  tha  largar  orulaar 
or  battleahip  waa  tho  one  heavily  danaged.  Thia  differentiation  la  not  under- 
atood,  for  the  MCOAMI  and  MIXCMA  war*  aiater  ahlpa  of  about  14,800  tona  dla- 
plaoemant.  Perhapa  the  a* at  atruotur#*  war#  diffarant,  with  that  of  the 
MIKUltt  the  more  naaalvo. 

Meanwhile,  CTF  14  reoatimatad  tha  aituation.  Hi#  pllote  ware  tired, 
having  fought  ateadily  for  three  dayai  the  fuel  of  hie  deatroyera  wae  lowj 
night  waa  oonimg  onj  ha  waa  nearing  'be  outer  range  of  Japaneae  airoraft 
baaed  on  Wake.  It  appaarad  that  nothing  further  waa  to  be  gained  by  con- 
tinued purault  except  poaalble  damage  to  hia  own  forooa.  H#  therefor#  de- 
cided to  retire  to  the  north  of  Midway  for  refueling,  and  at  1907  ohangad 
ooure*  and  axle  to  060°  (T),  aaauaad  aa  aati-aireraft  orulalng  diapoaitlon, 
and  handed  at  16  knot*  for  the  fueling  rendeavoua  with  the  CIMARRO*  and 
(TOADALUFB , whi eh  rendeavoua  waa  direoted  by  C1MCPAC. 

At  2400  h*  waa  in  Lat.  80°-40*  S.,  Long.  176*-4B'  K. 


e * * 

CTF  17  with  the  ASTORIA,  PORT LAID,  ANDKRSOH,  RUSSELL  and  MORRIS,  pro- 
ooedod  toward*  the  rendeavoua  with  the  FULTOE  and  tha  PLATTE  on  oourao  110° 
(T),  apeed  26  lmota.  Meauehlla,  tha  HUOHBS  waa  part  of  tho  proteotlv*  aoraen 
of  the  damaged  TORKTONH,  and  tha  HAMMAHH,  whioh  waa  in  company  with  tho  BALCH 
and  BENHAM,  waa  on.  rout*  to  rajeln  tha  TORKTOWB, 
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*ZrtIon  Report  USB  HflflWT.’battia  of  Mldway.Sar.OOlS,  Jua*  liih,194t,  p7I7 
•* Interrogation  R.Adn.Akira  SeJl.IJl, Interrogation  of  Japanaa*  off ioi ala, 
Vol.Il  U88B8,  p,368. 

***Aotion  Report  CTF  10,Battlo  of  Midway, 8er.0144-A,  June  16,1942.  p.6. 
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At  0440  June  6th  CTF  17  detaohed  the  PORTLAND,  RUSSELL,  tuid  MORRIS 
to  rendearoua  with  tho  FULTON  fur  tho  purpoao  of  tranaferring  aurrirora, 
whilo  ho  hiaaelf  with  tho  ASTORIA  and  ANDERSON  continued  eaatward  to 
rendearoua  with  tho  PLATTE  for  tho  purpoao  of  fueling. 

At  1233  CTF  17  aighted  tho  PLATTE,  whioh  waa  eaoortod  by  tho  DEWEY, 
and  at  1315  tho  ASTORIA  wont  alongaide  tho  PLATTE  for  fuel,  Between  that 
hour  and  1645  tho  PLATTE  fuolod  tho  ASTORIA,  ANDERSON,  and  DERBY.*  Upon 
ooaplotloa  of  fueling,  tho  ASTORIA,  PLATTE,  ANDERSON,  and  DERBY  headed  for 
a rendearoua  with  tho  PORTLAND,  RUSSELL,  and  MORRIS. 

Tho  PORTLAND,  RUSSELL,  and  MORRIS  reudarrouaad  with  rho  FULTON  at  1106 
Juno  6th  end  oooaenood  transferring  poraoaaol.  Tho  traaofor  waa  ooapleted 
by  1949.  Thla  tranafor  of  poraonnol  waa  not  offoetad  very  rapidly  beoauao 
of  a aubmarine  ooataot  whioh  oauaod  tho  oporatioaa  to  bo  tamporarily  aua- 
pended.  Upon  ooaplotloa  of  tranafor  of  poraonnol  tho  PORTLAND,  RU8SELL, 
and  M0RRI8  headed  for  a rendearoua  with  CTF  17.** 

Moanwhllo,  tho  YORKTOWN  waa  haring  diffioultioo.  Owing  to  tho  .look 
of  powar  and  tho  hoary  engine  load,  tho  tug  VIRBO  waa  forood  to  alow  down 
oo  muoh  aa  to  praotloally  loao  atooragoway.  At  0200  tha  6th,  tho  HAMMANN, 
BALCH,  and  BKNRAH  joined  tho  YORKTOWN  aa  aoreen.  At  about  0416  tho  HAMMANN 
aeoured  to  tha  atarboard  aida  of  tha  YORKTOWN  to  oonmanoa  aalrago  and  oounter- 
floodlng,***  While  thlo  waa  underway,  tha  ahipa  in  a protective  oirola  ware 
tha  0WIN,  HUGHES,  MONAOBXN,  BENMAM,  and  BALCH.  At  1336  tha  HAMMANN  waa  hit 
by  one  torpedo  and  tho  YORKTOWN  bv  two  torpadoeaj  all  hita  were  on  tho  atar» 
board  aide.  Tho  HAMMANN  aanlc  immediately,  her  depth  ohargeo  exploding  be- 
aoAth  tho  YORKTOWN.  Efforts  wore  made  to  raaoua  aurvircra  and  to  destroy  tho 
•ubaarino.  At  1410  tho  VIREO  out  the  main  toff  lino.  It  waa  deoiled  bo  poat- 
pono  further  aalrago  abtompta  for  tho  time  being  and  remora  tha  aaltrga  orowa 
to  tha  deatroyera.****  Tho  aorooaing  reaaela  bofan  patrolling  tha  ar«a  In  tha 
rloinity  of  tho  YORKTOWN. 

At  1630  tho  YORKTOITN  waa  abandoned  for  the  aeoond  time.  Although  there 
waa  one  additional  aubmarine  alert  labor,  no  oi  ,i#r  attaoke  were  made.  At 
2400  tho  YORKTOWN  Group  waa  in  Lgt.  30°-48*  N . Long.  167°-24*  W. 


CNA8  MIDWAY 

0000  Juno  6th  to  24o<?  Juno  Mth 


With  the  opproaoh  of  dawn  tho  aotlritioa  at  Midway  inoroaaed,  owing  to 
the  neooaalty  for  making  the  daily  patrol  plane  aearol.  By  thia  time  the 
magnitude  of  the  Aaerioan  anooeca  in  deatroying  Japaneae  air  power  waa  apparent. 
ConaequontLy,  CNAS  Midway  doea  not  appear  to  hare  launched  hie  B-17'a  at  dawn. 

It  la  probable  that  he  alerted  tho  remaining  planea  of  Marine  Air  Group  22. 
However,  aa  tho  latoat  intelligence  plaoed  tho  ana^r  beyond  the  range  of  the 

e 

*War  diary  USS  thKifz,  Juno  1942,  p.7. 
e*War  Diary  USS  PORTLAND,  Juno  1942,  p.12. 

•••Aotion  Report  Battle  of  Midway,  USS  HAMMANN,  June  16th, 1942,  p,3, 
eeeeAotion  Report  Battle  of  Midway,  USS  YORKTOWN,  June  10th, 1942,  p.7. 
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Mario*  aircraft  and  at  tha  nun  bar  of  planer.  available  waa  aery  limited,  ha 
may  not  ha7«  done  to.  The  following  planes  were  ell  that  appear  to  lvev« 
remained  on  Midway : thirteau  rDY-6,  fifteen  PBY-5A,  and  PB2Y-2  of  Patrol 

Wing  Twoj  three  F2A-3i  one  F4F-3s  and  six  SBD-2  and  five  SP2U-3  of  Mari le 
Air  Group  22j  one  T3F  of  Torpodo  Squadron  8 Detnchraent  sod  nineteen  E-]7'e, 
two  B-26  and  two  C-63  of  the  Seventh  Bomber  Command.*  Some  of  the  above 
planet  were  damaged  and  not  fit  for  aotlom.  Among  thaee  ware  one  PBY-5, 
one  FUY-6A,  one  TBF,  two  B-26,  and  four  B-17'a.  Sometime  in  the  early 
morning  the  number  cf  0-17' o we*  inoreeeed  to  thirty  through  the  arrival 
of  eleven  B«17'a  from  Pearl  Harbor.  The  number  of  PBY-6A'e  wae  inoreaced 
by  two.  The  PH2Y-2  and  the  two  C-63  plar.ee  departed  for  Pearl  Harbor. 

At  0453  the  patrol  planet  departed  to  eearoh  the  aeotcr  220°  (?)  and 
3300  (?)  to  a dletano*  of  600  milea.  Ho  information  la  available  aa  to  tl a 
number  cf  plauea  employed  but,  on  the  baaia  of  the  aearohea  mad*  on  June  lat 
and  2nd.  it  would  teen  that  fourteen  planet  would  have  been  adequate.  The 
visibility  waa  excellent,  and  the  tearch  coverage  waa  reported  aa  iOOJt.  On 
two  oooaticna  eubmarino#  were  sighted  which  eubmerged  promptly. 

At  1030  CNAS  Midway  waa  advised  by  CIKCFAC  oonoernlng  enemy  foroea  as 
follows*  on*  BB  and  five  DD  bearing  278°  (T),  distant  510  from  Midway,  oourte 
270°  IT),  apeod  10)  two  CA,  two  DD*»  bearing  263°  (?),  distant  460  miles  from 
Midway,  oour«*  216°  (?),  speed  13.  Aa  haa  been  pointed  out  earlier,  these  were 
not  two  separate  groups  but  were  instead  on*  group.  The  difference  In  petition 
and  composition  waa  probably  due  to  errors  in  reporting  tund  to  arrora  In  corn* 
munioatioae. 

As  a result  of  tula  mesaage  froa  CIKCPAC  and  of  hi*  own  avaluatiena,  CNAS 
Midway  selected  the  two  heavy  orulanra  and  the  two  deatroyera  aa  the  objeotiv* 
of  hit  next  strike,  Uo  did  this  bnsrust  he  thought  that  CTF'  16  would  attack 
the  one  battleahip,  fir*  destroyers  group  which  waa  tha  northern  group,  and  that 
the  cruller  group  would  join  up  with  the  transports.  He  desired  to  prevent  or 
delay  thia.  He  therefore  ordered  all  twenty-six  available  B-17'a  to  take  off 
and  attaok  thia  target. 

At  1108  he  reoeived  a repoH;  frta  FBY  8V67  in  poeltlon  bearing  280°  (T), 
distant  500  milea  from  Midway,  whit.li  stated  "investigating  auap,.oioua  veaael." 

At  1130  ho  ordered  PBY'«  4,  8,  3 and  7 VB7  to  prooeed  to  positions  BOO 
mile*  from  Midway  between  bearing*  2600  (T)  and  286®  IT),  and  to  looat*  and 
traok  entry  foroea.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  only  inatano*  during  the 
Battle  of  Midway  where  the  FBY'a  were  dirooted  to  traok.  Thia  waa  done  beoaue* 
no  carrier  alroroft  were  thought  to  be  in  the  vioinity,  and  beoauee  tha  need  for 
immediate  and  oontinuoue  information  ocnoernlng  eneey  foroea  waa  urgent. 

At  1146  the  twenty-nix  B-17'a  took  departure.  At  thia  sane  tima  CNAS 
Midway  reoeived  a report  from  PBY  8V57  whioh  atated  that  four  unidentified 
ships  were  boing  atteoked  by  alroroft  in  a position  bearing  277°  (T),  distant 

•towaander  Naval  dree  and  Defense  AireraTV  in'  "BafctYe"  of  Mi dway.  Serial  00^ 
of  June  30th,  1942. 
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At  0446  CTF  7 direotad  the  TAMBOR,  TROUT,  and  GRAYLINC  to  continue 
wait  *t  beat  poaelble  apeed  In  aeeroh  of  enemy  for eea.* 


At  0626  CTF  7 received  the  TRIGGER' a report  of  grounding.*  At  0626 


the  TRIGOER  auooeeded  in  booking  olear  of  the  ahoal  with  no  apparent  damage.** 
At  0665  CTF  7 reoalved  a report  fron  the  TRIGGER  wherein  ahe  reported  being 
afloat  and  prooeeding  to  her  aaalgnad  atation.* 


At  0816  he  ordered  FLYING  FISH,  GROUPER,  and  0UD0S0N  to  oontinue  on 
until  they  reaohed  the  800 -mile  oirole  free  Midway  between  the  bearing  800° 
(T)  and  380°  (T).* 


At  0886  he  di rooted  the  four  aubmarlnea  of  the  Oahu  Patrol,  the  TARPON, 
PIKE,  FINBACK,  and  ORCTfLER  to  return  to  Pearl  Harbor,  and  at  0908  he  direoted 
the  OATO,  GRENADIER  and  NARWHAL  to  return  to  Pearl  Ha.bor.* 


At  1165  he  info mad  the  CUTTLEFISH  that  two  enemy  CA  and  two  DD  wore 
bearing  276°  (T),  diatant  410  milea  fron  Midway  on  oourae  216°  (T),  apeed  18.* 
Thia  meaaage  waa  reoalved  by  the  CUTTLEFISH  at  1285,  at  whloh  time  ahe  waa 
about  138  mile*  due  eaat  of  the  enemy  reported  poaition  and  waa  unable  to 
intercept.  Thia  meaaage  indioataa  again  the  poaalbllity  that  CTF  7 had  not 
plumed  to  include  the  CUTTLEFISH  in  hia  order  to  oloae  to  the  100-mile  oirole 
and  did  not  realite  that  he  had  dona  ao. 


At  1285  CTF  7 direotad  the  TAMBOR,  TROUT,  and  GRAYLING  to  intaroept  the 


•ame  twb  OA'a  and  two  DD'a,  and  informed  them  that  the  CUTTLEFISH  waa  alao 


attampting  to  luteroapt  tham.  At  thle  aaoa  time  he  told  the  CUTTLEFISH  then 
if  ahe  did  not  make  oontaot  prior  to  dark,  ahe  wan  to  return  to  Pearl  Harbor. 
Likpwlae,  at  1320,  ha  informed  the  FLYING  FISH,  GROUPER,  and  GUDGEON  that  if 
they  did  not  make  oontaot  prior  to  dark  they  were  to  retire  to  Midway.* 


At  2016  he  direotad  the  TAMBOR,  TROUT,  and  GRAYLING  to  oontinue  aearoh  on 
beeringe  300*  (T),  310°  (T)  and  380°  (T)  reapeotively  from  Midway,  At  the  came 
time  he  direotad  the  remainder  of  the  Midway  patrol,  tha  DOLPHIN,  NAUTILUS, 
CACHALOT,  TRIGGER,  and'  PLUNOER  to  form  eti  a 28-mila  oirola  front  Midway  betwean 
baarlnga  800°  (T)  and  350°  (?)  aa  a precaution  againat  a amall  landing  attempt 
by  a amall  unlocated  unit.*  Why  he  laauad  thia  ordar  la  obaoure,  aa  it  waa 
iaaued  about  38  houra  aftar  a Midway  aaaroh  with  excellent  coverage  had  reportad 
all  oonteota  made  in  the  aearahed  area  retiring. 


At  2300  CTF  7 direoted  the  CUTTLEFISH  to  proofed  and  rink  an  apparantly 
damaged  abandoned  battleahlp  in  Lat,  N,,Long.  173°*06  3.  Thia  appaara 

to  have  bean  the  MIXUMA  whloh  had  probably  aunk  by  thia  time.  At  2326  he 
reoetvad  a r a port  from  tha  GRAYLING  that  aha  hud  baaa  boinbad  at  1640  In  Lat, 
27®-40'  N,,  Long.  174°-33'  E.  by  thrae  B-17'a  o.t  of  a group  of  twelve,  but  had 
dove  and  auffered  ao  damage. 


•Commander  &uWrfaoa  Paolflo  Flaet,  Battla  of  Uldway  .Bar.OfTdf  of  July  Slat,  194b. 
• •War  Diary  U8S  TRIGGER,  May-Auguai  1942, 
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* * * 

CTF  11,  In  th*  CHESTER,  oontlnuad  on  toward*  Paarl  Harbor,  At  2400 
h*  wa*  in  position  baarlng  095°,  dlataat  700  nil**  from  Paarl  Harbor.* 


TO  11. 1 oontlnuad  toward*  Paarl  Harbor.  At  0856  h*  pattad  th*  antranoa 
buoy*  and  at  0705  taoorad  at  th*  Naval  Air  Station.  Thli  Ta«k  Croup  raaaluad 
In  Paarl  Harbor  throughout  th*  day.** 


a • • 

C1P  1 oontlnuad  on  toward*  tha  0600  rondasrou*  with  CTU  1.1*4  whloh 
raadaavoua  waa  about  260  alia*  dua  wait  of  San  Pranolaoo.  At  0210  h*  waa 
Jo load  by  TU  1.1.4,  Thla  raatorad  hi*  ooomand  to  full  atrangth  with  aavan 
battl**hip*|  th*  PENNSYLVANIA,  IDAHO,  TENNESSEE,  NOT  MEXICO,  MISSISSIPPI, 
MARYLAND,  and  COLORADO i eight  daatroyara,  th*  CRAVEN,  DUNLAP,  DALE,  FANNING. 
AARON  HARD,  PORTER,  DRAYTON,  and  CUSHINQj  and  on*  oonvartad  aaoort  oarrlar, 
tha  LONG  ISLAND,  At  2400  h*  waa  in  Lat.  38°-ll'  N,,  Long.  133°-20*  W.*** 


f$  was*  sip  June  1942*  p.flt 
• •TTar  Diary,  U8S  SARATOGA,  Jun*  1642,  p.7. 
***VTar  Diary,  CTP  1,  Jun*  1342. 
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CHAPTER  VI 


POST  BATTLE  OPERATIONS 

JAPANESE  OPERATIONS 
OOOO  Juas  7th  to  2400  June  14th 

ClnC  Combined  Fleet  with  the  Hein  Foroe  continued  on  a uoutherly 
course  until  0700  when  he  altered  oouree  to  7.70°  (T)  and  proceeded  to 
the  fueling  rendezvous,  where  he  arrived  about  1800,  During  thin  time 
he  had  been  eerioualy  oonoerned  lest  the  Amerioan*  locate  Japanese  unite 
other  than  the  MOOAMI  and  MIKUMA.  However,  when  the  anticipated  night 
aetion  did  not  ooour  and  when  the  air  searches  from  Wako  on  the  Gth  failed 
to  looate  the  American  sarrler  force,  he  appears  to  hav«  deolded  that  further 
major  action  was  improbable. 

He  reestimated  the  situation,  and,  on  the  basis  that  the  pursuit  phase 
was  almost  over,  made  preparations  to  fuel  hie  ships  on  the  3th,  Perhaps 
he  oommenoed  fueling  on  the  7th,  after  hie  arrival  at  the  fueling  rendesvous, 
but  the  information  on  thie  matter  ie  vaguo.  He  deoided  to  continue  his 
Aleutian  operation!  to  attack  with  land  baaed  aircraft  on  IVake  any  enemy 
forces  which  continued  the  pursuit,  and  to  return  to  Japan  those  foroes  not 
neoessary  for  the  above.  He  set  forth  hie  future  plana  in  tvro  despatohes-- 
Coabiaed  Fleet  Seoret  Deepatoh  332  and  Combined  Fleet  Secret  Despatch  334. 

He  released  Despatch  332  at  u400  and  Desputoh  334  at  J’200.  His  bnsio  plan 
was  to  lure  the  American  carrier  foroes  into  a trap.  For  this,  he  created 
a new  foroe  which  he  termed  the  "Diversion  Foroe"  and  oompoeod  it  of  Crudlv 
5 minus  the  NACHI  and  one  destroyer  division  of  Desron  4.  The  oruliors  appear 
to  have  been  the  HAOURO  and  MYOKO.  His  plan  was  simple.  The  Diversion  Force 
was  to  operate  to  the  northwest  of  Wake  in  the  vicinity  of  tho  E soctor  which 
was  a sector  from  000°  to  090°  from  Wake  and  extending  to  a radius  of  800  miles. 
It  waa  to  pane  from  northwest  to  west  to  the  south  of  Wake.  While  in  this 
track  it  was  to  mislead  the  Amerioan  carrier  foroe  by  false  messages  concerning 
movements.  Thu  Amerioan  carrier  foroe  in  pursuing  the  Diversion  Foroe  would 
thon  be  led  through  the  E sector  where  the  submarines,  and  the  planes 
of  the  Baas  Air  Force  at  Wake  Island  would  deetroy  it.*  For  thie  purpose  the 
oonoentrstion  of  aircraft  was  maintained  on  Wake  Island  until  June  11th, 

It  is  not  olear  when  the  Diversion  Foroe  was  actually  formed,  but  it  is 
presumed  that  it  was  immediately  after  fueling  on  June  8th,  This  Is  borne  out 
somewhat  by  the  fact  that  the  Aleutian  Date  Support  Croup  .fas  formed  at  1500 
on  the  same  day. 

♦Eartraot " firois"lf*r  Diaries  of  Air  Flot-4'4  May- July  1&42, fi'f (J  96417,  — 
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As  stated  previously,  the  Aleutian  Lata  Support  Group  waa  to  ooneist 
of  ona  aircraft  carrier,  the  ZUIHO)  two  battleahipa,  the  KONGO,  HIKIj  two 
heavy  oruiaera,  the  TONE  and  CHIFUUAj  eight  destroyers,  the  NCMAKI,  ARASHI, 
HAOIKAZE,  UAIKAZE,  RAZAGWiO,  YUGUMO,  MAKIQUMO,  AKIGUMO;  one  seaplane  tender 
KAMIKAVTA  MARU,  and  two  supply  ships,  KYOKUTO  UARU  and  TOHO  MARU.  All  of 
tha  above  ahipa  appear  to  have  joined  at  the  fueling  rendesvoua  with  the  ex- 
ception of  tha  KAMIKAWA  UARU  which  waa  eaoortiag  tha  transports,  and  tha 
TONS  and  CHIKUMA.  Corsaander  Aleutian  Lata  Support  Group  therefore  assembled 
hia  forces  and  headed  to  the  southwest  to  pick  up  the  KAMIKAWA  MARU,  At  1945 
he  rendezvoused  with  that  vessel  in  Lat,  27°-30'  N.,  Long.  162°-20'  S|  than 
handed  on  course  016°  (T)  for  tha  Aleutian  arasi.  Sn  route  at  1230  June  9th 
he  was  joined  by  the  TONE  and  CHIKUMA.  He  arrived  off  Kiaka  at  1000,  June 
14th,  and  thereafter  operated  with  the  Northern  Force.* 


• • • 

Submarine  Squadrons  3 and  5,  whioh  had  headed  to  tha  westward  to  olose  (I 

the  Amarioan  Striking  Foroe,  were  direoted  to  take  station  on  June  8th  on  a 

the  180th  meridian.  On  June  10th  and  11th,  Submarine  Division  13  alao  took 
stations  on  the  same  meridian.  It  is  assumed  that  these  submariner  were  to 
furnish  intelligence,  as  well  as  to  attaok  the  American  foroes.  They  were 
apparently  to  oooperata  with  the  search  operations  of  the  Marshall  Island 
air  bases. 

On  June  12th  it  waa  learned  that  the  major  part  of  the  Aaerioan  carrier 
foroea  wars  operating  to  the  eastward  of  Midway.  Comaader  Submarine  Foroe 
therefore  direoted  that  Submarine  Squadrons  3 and  6 aaaroh  to  the  eastward  for 
these  foroes.  They  aearohed  as  far  eastward  as  173°  West**  Longitude,  but, 
ae  the  searoh  wag  unfruitful.  It  waa  diaoontinued  sometime  after  June  13th. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  submarines  thereafter  returned  to  Japan. 

In  oonneotion  with  these  submarines,  it  ie  of  interest  to  note  that 
JinC  Combined  Fleet  oontinued  to  be  oonoerned  about  the  HIRYU.  Be  had  doubts 
that  it  had  sunk.  He  therefore  direoted  that  a searoh  be  made  for  it  by  sub- 
marines. As  a result,  three  submarines  of  Submarine  Foroe  S aearohed  the 
area  bounded  by  Lat,  Sl°-20’  N. j Lat,  32°«40*  M,  and  Long,  178°  W,.  and  178°  B. 
from  sunset  June  10th  until  June  12th  to  sink  it  if  looeted,  but  the .submarine ■ 
discovered  nothing.** 


♦heoords  of  converted  Seaplane  Tender  KAMIKAWA  MARU,  translation  from 
WDC  180682. 

♦*War  Diary  6th  Fleet  1-30  June  1942,  Translation  of  TOC  16026b,  p.4. 
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OOOO  June  7th  to  ^400  June  14th 

CTF  16  oontlnu*d  throughout  the  d»"  toward*  hi*  designated  rend*xrou* 
with  th*  CIMARRON  end  GUADALUPE  in  Let.  32»  1,,  Long.  178°  V. 

At  0.30  June  8th  h*  oontaoted  the  CIMARRON  and  oon— noad  fueling 
destroyer*,  Thl*  was  TF  19' ■ firat  fueling  alnoe  May  Slat.  Meanwhile, 
he  directed  the  ATLANTA  to  proceed  to  th*  dealgnated  rendeavoua  to  oontaot 
the  GUADALUPE.  At  0816  the  ATLANTA  oontaoted  the  GUADALUPE  whioh  wa*  eaoorted 
by  th*  MAURY.  WORDEN,  BLUE  and  RALPH  TALBOT  and  eaoorted  thee  all  baok  to 
TF  16.  At  0634  the  BALCH,  MONAGHAN  and  HUGHES  joined  TF  16.  At  1200  the 
ATLANTA  group  joined.  At  1400  the  ENTERPRISE  ooanenoed  fueling  from  the 
CIMARRON  and  completed  fueling  at  2000.  CTF  16  now  headed  with  all  ahipa  for 
a rendesvoua  with  CTF  17  in  Lat.  84°-46'  N.,Loag,  167°-50'  W,  Hie  command 
oonaieted  of  XirTERPRISE,  HORNET,  NORTHAMPTON,  PENSACOLA,  MINNEAPOLIS.  NEW 
ORLEANS,  VINCENNES,  ATLANTA,  BALCH,  MAURY,  ELLE^ALNWIM,  WORDEN,  MONAGHAN, 

M0NS8EN,  CONYNGHAM,  PHELPS  plua  CIMAPRON,  GUADALUPE.  HUGHES.  BLUE  and  RALPH 
TALBOT. 

Nothing  ooourred  during  the  uight.  At  0845  June  9th,  CTF  16  ooaraenood 
fueling  hi*  ship*  from  both  oiler*.  By  1446  all  unit*  had  oompl*t*d  fueling 
oaoept  the  ATLANTA.  He  then  dlreoted  TU  16.6.2,  PHELPS,  BLUE,  HUGHES,  CIMARRON 
and  GUADALUPE,  upon  completion  of  fueling  ATLANTA  to  return  to  Pearl  Harbor. 

Thl*  group  arrived  at  Pearl  Harbor  without  inoldont  at  1642  June  12th. 

Meanwhile  CTF  16  proeeeded  to  the  norfehweat  on  oouree  060°  (T),  epeed 
20  knote  to  rendeavou*  with  CTF  17.  TF  16  now  con* t* ted  of  the  ENTERPRISE, 

HORNET,  NORTHAMPTON,  PENSACOLA,  MINNEAPOLIS,  NSW  0RLBAN8,  VINCENNES,  BALCH, 

MAURY,  ELLBT,  ALYWIN,  WORDEN,  MONAGHAN,  MOMSSEN,  CONYNGHAM,  RALPH  TALBOT,  j 

The  ATLANTA  rejoined  et  1900.* 

At  0814  h*  and*  radar  oontaot  on  TF  17  bearing  048°  (T),  distant  16  miles. 

The  weather  wa*  bad,  with  patohea  of  heavy  fog.  Both  taak  force*  therefor* 
maneuvered  on  generally  southerly  oouree*  waiting  for  th*  weather  to  olear 
to  transfer  plane*.  Sonatina  after  1023  th*  KASKASKIA  Joined  TF  16.  Weather 
oondltlonu  remained  poor  until  0496  tb#  following  morning,  dun*  11th,  when  th* 

ENTERPRISE  reoelved  five  torpedo  plare*  and  ten  dive  bomber* i th*  HORNET  ten 
torpedo  planea  and  nine  dive  bomber*  froa  th*  SARATOGA,  a total  of  fifteen 
torpedo  plane*  and  nineteen  dive  bombers. 

Upon  th*  completion  of  thl*  transfer  CTF  16  headed  north  on  oouree  000° 

(T),  speed  14  knot*  to  rendoavoua  with  TF  6 and  to  pas*  under  oomaand  of  CTF 
8 in  oomp llano*  with  order*  reoelved  June  Sth. •*  Th*  r*nde*vou*  wa*  desig- 
nated aa  Lat,  48° -00*  N.,  Long.  172°-00'  W, , at  1600  June  12th.  However,  rt 
0722  CTF  16  we*  direoted  to  return  with  TF  16  to  Pearl  Harbor  to  arrive  there 
at  13S0  June  13th,**  whioh  he  accomplished  without  incident. 

•War  Diary  BflMTf?  June  TOT 

••War  Diary,  G1NCPAC,  June  1942. 
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OTP  17  in  tha  ASTORIA  with  tho  PLATT*,  AXDIRSON  and  Dim  headed  | 

during  the  Bight  for  a rendetrout  with  tho  PORTLAKD,  RUSSELL,  and  MORRIS, 

At  0410  float aet  m node  is  about  Lat,  870-00'  I. , Long.  1660-69*  W, , tho 

rendecvoua  mi  ooapleted  and  tho  PORTLAKD  oownenoed  fueling  fra  tho  PLATT* 

at  0610.  Tho  PORTLAKD  ooapleted  fuoling  at  0820  and  than  tha  RUSSELL  and 

MORRIS  fualad.  All  fualiog  waa  oooplatod  by  0848.  CTF  1?  laaa  tha  PLATTS  ; 

aad  DBOT.  whleh  ratumad  to  Pearl  Harbor,  psooeeded  on  oouraa  148°  (T),  f 

apaad  18  taoota,  toward  a raadaaroua  with  TO  11,1.  | 

At  0848  Juna  8th  TO  11.1  oonaiatlag  of  tha  SARATOGA,  SAH  DIBOO,  MAHAN,  I 

MU8TIX,  SMITH,  PRK8T0H,  UTO  and  XA8KABK1A  waa  lighted  baarlag  ISO*  <t),, 
distant  17  allaa.  At  0918  TO  11.1  reported  for  duty  and  nargad  with  TP  17 
to  fcra  a now  TP  uadar  tha  oonaand  of  CTP  17.  TP  1?  now  onnaiatad  of  tha  i 

SARATOGA,  ASTORIA,  PORTLAKD,  SAX  DISOO,  MORRIS,  ROSS ALL.  AHDERSOM,  MAHAK, 

MOSTIH,  SMITH,  PRESTOX,  LAPPSY  and  XA8KA8KIA.  At  1034  CTP  17  tranafarrad 

froa  tha  ASTORIA  to  tha  SARATOGA.  CTP  17  with  TP  17  no*  hsaued  for  a f 

randaaroua  with  CTP  18  la  Lat.  340-46'  H. , Long.  167°-30'  W.  Ha  oontiauad 

toward  that  readesvous  during  the  renal  adar  of  tha  8th,  aad  all  of  June 

8th.  At  0934  ob  Juno  10th  ha  node  light  ooataot  with  CTP  16  baarlag  226°  ] 

(T),  dlataat  14,000  yarda.  Tha  waathar  was  bad  at  this  tine  with  patohaa 

of  hoary  fog.  At  1028  ha  dataohad  tha  CASXA8KIA  aad  dlrsotsd  har  to  ra port  S 

to  CTP  18  for  duty. 

! 

CTP  17  than  with  CTP  16  in  company,  maneuvered  on  gsnarally  aoutharly 
oouraoa  waiting  for  tha  waathar  to  alaar  to  traaafar  pianos.  Ho  plana  trans- 
fer* wars  affaotad  until  0485  Juna  11th  whan  SARATOGA  tranafarrad  nlnataaa 
SBD  and  flftaan  TBP  plaasa  to  tho  EHTERPRIS*  aad  HORXRT.  CTP  17  than  haadad 
for  Paarl  Harbor  whara  ha  arrived  without  incident  two  days  latar.  Ha  moorad  -* 

at  tha  Mary  Yard  at  0829  Juna  13th.* 

,1 

Tha  TORHTORH,  which  had  boon  torpadood  by  a aubnariaa  on  Juno  6th,  rawalaad 
afloat  during  tha  ronaindor  of  tha  day.  An  antl-aubaarlas  aoraan  operated  j 

around  har  and  waa  aoaposad  of  tha  BALCR,  BIKHAM,  HUGHES,  MONAGHAN  and  0*18. 

By  0400  Juna  7th  tha  YORK TOWN  ll«t  had  inorsasad  to  80°.  At  0444  aha  ooaaenoed 
eapalalng  to  port  aad  at  0501  aunk  quietly  la  Lat.  30°-47v  X,,  Long.  176*-24'  V. 

At  0823  Juna  7th  all  aurrivors  wort  tranafarrad  to  tho  BXNHAM  and  tha 
GWIN  trhioh  lanediately  laft  for  Paarl  Harbor,  arriving  thera  at  1309  Juna  9th. 

Tha  BALOH,  MOKAOBAN,  aad  HUGHES  than  prooaedod  toward*  thalr  rendetrou* 
with  TP  16  whloh  rendetrou*  waa  affaotad  at  0684  tha  following  morning,  Juna 
8th  in  approximate  Lot.  Sl°-38'  M,,  Long,  177°-22'  W.ee 

e e e 

CMA8  Midway  apparantly  during  tha  nornlng  launched  a aaotor  aaaroh  of 
patrol  plaaaa  to  660  allaa  between  tha  bearings  268  and  263°  (T)  froa  Midway, 

afar  Wir IwSOT  TOSSEr  Crullers  J.A3WMA,»RfLAIB,  Juna  l'M'S: 

•eWar  Diary  CTO  17.4  (CoaDesRoi  6)  Juno  4th-Bth,l942,  p.7-8. 
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The  coverage  was  reported  excellent,  but  no  oontaeta  vara  made. 

CNA3  Midway  aleo  launched  a raeoue  eaaroh  ooapoeed  of  twenty-one 
patrol  plane*  to  eaaroh  a aeotor  220  mile*  north  of  Midway  to  300  ml lee 
wait  of  Midway.  A number  of  pilots  not  only  from  Midway  but  aleo  from  TF 
16  and  TF  17  were  recovered.  B-17'e  apparently  aeeiatad  in  thaaa  searohee, 
but  the  information  thereon  ia  indefinite. 

A aimilar  raaoue  aearoh  waa  mad*  daily  for  a number  of  day*  thereafter. 

It  waa  atlll  being  made  on  dune  14th. 

Aotivitiei  at  Midway  oonaiated  of  repairing*  resupplying,  and  generally 
reatoring  the  atoll  taoilitiee.  Many  of  the  remaining  planes  were  returned 
to  Pearl  Harbor  and  lone  replaoaaente  were  provided.  CNAfl  Midway  waa  dlreotad 
on  June  Bth  to  retain  at  Midway  eighteen  patrol  plane*  and  twelve  8-17**.* 


a * a 

8UBMARIHE  FORCE 

0000  June  fth  to  6i6o  June  14th 

■HwwwMiwaewMtHwaMMaMameimeeeaMHMaMMi* 

lTF  7 waa  dl i poped  at  midnight  dune  7th  aa  foil owe t the  DOLPHIN,  NAUTILUS, 
CACHALOT,  TRIGGER  and  PLUNGER  on  the  28-mile  olrele  from  Midway)  the  NARWHAL, 
CATO  and  GRENADIER  ware  an  rout*  to  Pearl  Harbor.  The  OATO  and  GRENADIER 
arrived  on  dune  lOthj  the  NARWHAL  on  June  12th|  the  TAM80R,  TROUT  and  GRAYLINO 
war*  aearohlng  for  two  ecany  CA'a  and  two  DD'a. 

The  FLUNG  PISH,  ORCUPKR  and  OUDOEON  were  purauing  the  Mobil*  Pore*  to 
the  80u-mll*  olrol*  from  Midway)  the  CUTTLEFISH  waa  heading  toward*  the  re- 
ported poaition  of  an  abandoned  enemy  battleehipj  whioh  waa  apparently  the 
MICTMA,  whioh  appear*  to  have  already  auak)  and  the  Oahu  Patrol  TO  7.8  (TARPON, 
PIKE,  FINBACK  and  CRAYFISH)  were  on  atatioa  to  the  northweet  of  Oahu.  Mean- 
while, the  TUNA,  whioh  waa  returning  from  operation*  in  Japaneae  watara,  had 
been  direoted  to  aaalat  the  CUTTLE/1SII  in  loeatlug  the  abandoned  battleship  end 
waa  heading  toward*  th*  reported  poaition. 

At  midnight  CTF  7 direoted  the  TROUT  to  prooeed  eaat  through  Let.  2 9° -00' 
N. , Long.  168*-00'  E.,  the  TAUBOR  to  aearoh  on  a traolc  30  milea  to  the  north, 
and  the  ORAYLINO  30  milec  to  the  aouth  of  tha  TROUT.  At  0010  June  7th  h* 
direoted  TG  7.3  to  return  to  Pearl  Harbor  where  It  arrived  on  June  9th. 

At  1260  he  ordered  the  CACHALOT,  NAUTILUS,  DOLPHIN  and  PLUNDER  to  return 
to  Midway  where  they  arrived  on  the  ease  day. 

At  1326  he  direoted  the  TRIGGER  to  return  to  Peerl  Harbor  where  it  arrived 
on  June  12th. 

At  1419  he  notified  the  FLYING  FISH,  GROUPER  and  OUDOEON  that  the  Com- 
mander-In-Chief Japanete  lit  Air  Fleet  waa  in  an  unknown  ship  Lot.  88e-00'  N. , 

♦donPat  Wing  ? War  Diary,  dun*  1942,  beipatoh  CROdE?.  — — 
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Long,  1?2°.26'  £.  It  ie  of  Interest  that  this  position  was  considerably 
in  errei  • Actually,  the  Commander-in-Chlef  was  in  about  Let.  29°-00'  N,, 

Long.  166°-00'  B.  or  about  500  mil's  to  the  southwest  of  his  reported  posi- 
tion. 

At  1930  the  CUTTLEFISH  reported  being  bombed  by  Japanese  plane  at  1300 
that  day  420  mi lea  from  Midway.  At  1931  CTF  7 directed  the  CUTTLEFISH  to 
oontinue  search  on  morning  of  June  8th  for  the  abandoned  battleship  and  if 
not  located  to  return  to  Pearl  Harbor. 

| At  2100  CTF  7 directed  the  FLYINO  PISH  and  GROUPER  to  return  to  Midway 

l where  they  arrived  an  June  9th.  He  directed  the  GUDOEOM  to  return  to  Pearl 

Harbor  where  it  arrived  on  June  14th. 

Nothing  unusual  occurred  during  the  remainder  of  the  night.  However, 
all  submarines  were  now  en  route  to  Pearl  Harbor  or  Midway  exoept  the  TAKBOR, 

| TROUT,  QRAYL7NG  and  CUTTLEFISH. 

At  1030  June  6th  the  CUTTLEFISH  proceeded  towards  Pearl  Harbor,  where 
she  arrived  on  June  16th. 

At  1302  June  8th  the  FULTON,  whioh  had  reoeived  2026  survivors  of  the 
YORKTCNN, arrived  at  the  Submarine  Baee  Pearl  Harbor. 

At  2146  OTF  7 directed  the  TROUT  and  the  TUNA  to  paes  through  a large 
area  oovered  with  wreckage  reported  at  Lat.  280-52'  N,,  Long.  173°-18'  E.  and 
I to  obtain  any  material  of  value  for  identifioation  of  shipe.  Two  hours  and 

16  minutes  later  he  reoeived  e report  from  the  TUNA  of  a large  amount  of  oil 
in  this  area.  This  oil  and  wreckage  appears  to  have  been  all  that  remained  of 
the  sunk  MIKUMA. 

I 

Nothing  of  importanoe  ooourrea  during  the  remainder  of  the  8th. 

At  0660  June  9th  CTF  7 informed  the  GRAYLING  of  an  enemy  unit  in  Lat. 
28°-00'  N.,  Long.  170°-40'  E.  on  June  6th  on  a southerly  oouree  end  direoted 
her  to  investigate.  At  2342  he  direoted  the  TAUBOR,  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  to 
return  to  Pearl  Harbor  where  they  arrived  on  June  18th. 

This  ended  the  submarine  activities  during  the  Battle  of  Midway. 

I m * * 

I 

i CTF  11  in  the  CHESTER  oontinued  on  towards  Pesrl  Harbor  throughout  June 

I 7th.  At  0636  on  the  Qth  he  arrived  at  Pearl  Harbor  and  berthed  at  the  Navel 

Air  Station.  He  remained  at  Pearl  Harbor  duj  'ng  tho  remainder  of  the  battle.* 


'or  Diary.  CTF  11,  June  1942,  pp»7-8. 
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Ob  thi  aoral ng  of  Jus*  7th  at  0680  CTO  11,1  In  oomplianoe  with  CIHCFAC 
despatoh  0061  of  June  7th  sortlod  froa  Fowl  Harbor  and  hooded  for  a rendesvous 
with  CTF  17.  Hie  forces,  which  wore  somewhat  dlfforont  than  t ho  it  a designated 
In  CIICPAC's  do.patoh,  woro  tho  SARATOGA,  SAN  DI100,  UAHAK,  MUSTIH,  PRBSTCK, 
Urm,  OMZTH  and  tho  oiler  KA8KA5KIA.  Tho  SARATOGA  airplane  oonploaont  at 
thi*  tla*  oonolitod  of  46  P4P-4,  80  SBD-8,  10  TBP  and  8 TBD,  a total  of  64 
planes.* 

At  0648  Juno  6th  CTO  11,1  aad*  ooataot  with  OTP  17  In  tho  ASTORIA  with 
tho  PORTLAHD,  ROSSILL,  MORRIS  and  AVDIRSOV.  At  0916  TO  11.1  norged  with  TP 
17  to  'fora  x now  TP  17. 


* 0 0 

OTP  1 ooatlnued  on  in  a gene rally  westerly  dirootlon  throughout  tho  7th, 
6th,  9th  and  loth.  Ob  the  10th,  hawing  roaohod  a position  about  1660  alios 
northeast  of  Midway,  ho  retired  to  tho  eastward  and  for  tho  next  four  days 
operated  la  an  area  at  a noon  distance  froa  Midway  of  about  1600  miles  and 
there  awaited  orders  until  June  14th.  On  that  day  he  headed  for  Ban  Pedro  in 
order  to  arrive  there  on  June  19th.  OTP  1 encountered  very  poor  weather  on 
June  loth,  11th,  and  13th.**  The  remainder  of  the  tins,  flying  oonditlons 
were  average* 


•War  Diery.USI  IaKaVoGA,  June  194^  p,7. 
••War  Diary  CTP  1,  June  1948. 
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At  0925  Jun#  3rd,  the  time  of  initial  lighting  by  Midway  iiaroh 
planes  of  the  Transport  Croup  of  the  Midway  Occupation  Force,  the  Second 
Mobile  Task  Group  was  bearing  about  188°  (T),  distant  130  miles  frwm  Dutoh 
Harbor,  It  was  re oo re ring  the  attaek  planes  of  its  seoond  air  strike  whioh 
were  returning  in  scattered  groups.  Commander  Second  Mobile  Task  Croup  had 
launohed  two  air  strikes  prior  to  this  tine.  The  first  air  strike  from  the 
oarriers  RYUJO  and  JUNTO  had  struck  Dutoh  Harbor  at  0346,  The  seoond  air 
strike  from  the  oarriers  RYUJO  and  JUNTO  and  the  cruiser*  TAXA0  and  MATA  had 
been  di rooted  against  the  destroyers  of  TO  8.4,  whioh  were  anchored  in  Makushln 
Bay,  This  strike  wai  prerented  from  accomplishing  its  objective  by  the  in- 
creasingly bad  weather  oenditions  en  route  to  tho  target,  and  by  ths  pursuit 
planes  of  tho  Army  Air  Force  at  Otter  Point,  Unalaska  Island, 

In  view  of  the  unsatisfactory  weather  oonditlons  which  prevailed  in  the 
sea  areas  to  the  south  of  Dutch  Harbor  and  to  the  advisability  of  keeping 
beyond  probable  discovery  range  by  surface  craft  or  even  searoh  planes  from 
Dutoh  Harbor,  Commander  Seoond  Task  Group  altered  course  at  1100  to  about  210° 
(T)  and  oommanoed  his  retirement,*  He  maintained  a oombat  air  patrol  airborne 
throughout  June  3rd,  However,  he  was  not  attaoked. 


Aa  he  had  been  direoted  by  Commander  Northern  Poroe  in  hia  Operation 
Plea  to  make  aa  air  attaok  on  Adak  on  tho  following  day,  June  4th**,  he  de- 
eided  to  fuel  hia  destroyers  from  the  oarriers  la  the  afternoon  of  June  3rd. 
Upon  ooapletlon  of  thle  fueling  et  about  midnight  he  set  oouree  about  295°  (T) 
for  Adak, v At  aunriaa  June  4th  he  noted  from  hie  navigation  plots  that  Adak 
waa  bearing  about  300°  (l),  distant  280  miles.  However,  ths  conditions  of 
wind  and  sea  were  unfavorable,  so  he  did  not  launch  any  aircraft,***  He  con- 
tinued on  towards  Adak  until  about  0400,  Then,  la  view  of  the  increasingly 
poor  weather  conditions  existing  to  the  westward  and  la  view  of  weather  reports 
fr  m Tokyo  which  indicated  weather  conditions  improving  la  the  Dutoh  Harbor 
arua,  he  dsoided  to  proceed  instead  toward  Dutch  Harbor,  Ha  altered  oouree  to 
038°  (T),  end  oo«onoed  hie  run-in. 

During  the  morning  several  reports  of  contaots  with  Aasrloan  PBY  type 
search  planes  were  made  by  units  of  hia  task  group.  He  therefore  maintained 
readiness  to  repel  them.  At  about  noon  he  launohed  two  attaok  plants  to  report 
weather  oonditlons  en  route  to  and  at  Dutoh  Harbor.  On  reosJving  a somewhat 
favorable  report,  at  about  1400  ha  oomnenoed  launching  a strike  group  of  hie 
most  experienced  pilots  to  hit  Dutch  Harbor,  Eleven  dive  bombers,  six  torpedo 
bombers  (loaded  for  horlsontal  bombing)  and  fifteen  eeoorting  fighters  from  the 
oarriers  RYUJO  and  JUNTO  comprised  this  group, 


Sporadic  air  attaoke  oy  American  airoraft  took  plaoc  throughout  the  after- 
noon. As  the  visibility  was  poor,  recognition  of  tho  oneoy  types  was  dlffioult 
and  uncertain.  Defending  fighters  shot  down  on  PBY  and  damaged  another.  The 
orulssr  TAKAO  at  1738  shot  down  a B-17.  Two  bombs  struok  nsar  a destroyer. 


*Chart  entitled  ‘*BEvoaea€  of  Japanese  taros,  Aleutians  Campaign, W,S, Strategic 
Bombing  Survey  "Campaigns  of  ths  Paeiflo  far",  opposite  p.  86. 

••Interrogation  Hay,  Vo. 20  U.S.Strstegio  Bombing  Survey,  Interrogation  of 
Japanese  Of  fields*"  Vol.X* 

•••U.S.Btrst. Bombing  Survey, Interrogation  of  Japanese  Officials, Yol. I, 
Interrogatica  of  Cem,Msiatake  Okumsya,IIH, 
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Another  bomb  struck  new  the  carrier  JUNYO,  Several  typo  E-26  medium 
bomber*  made  torpedo  runs  on  the  task  group,  but  no  torpedo  wakes  were 
sighted*  One  of  those  planes  flaw  diagonally  across  the  flight  dook  of 
the  RYUJO  and  dropped  his  torpedo,  whioh  passed  over  the  ship  and  struok 
the  water  about  too  yards  beyond*  Vo  damage  was  done  by  thee*  attaoks. 

Meanwhile*  Demand*  r fleoond  Mobil*  Task  Oroup  had  been  receiving 
disturbing  neesages  from  the  foroes  off  Midway*  Sonet lee  around  1400  he 
seen*  to  have  received  OlnC  Ooeblcsd  Fleet  DesOpOrd  #188  whioh  dlreeted  in 
part  ”**.*Beoond  Mobil*  .'ask  Oroup  join  Mobile  Fore*  laawdiately."  About 
the  earn  tin*  ho  appears  to  have  reoeived  OisC  Oowblned  Fleet  DesOpOrd  #186* 
whioh  stated  in  part*  "The  Oeeupatioa  of  Midway  and  the  Aleutians  are 
temporarily  postponed,"  However*  be  did  not  reoall  hie  plane*,  but  allowed 
then  to  continue  tha  attaok. 

The  attack  group  arrived  orar  Dutoh  Harbor,  and  at  about  1669  attaoked. 
Tha  alavan  diva  bombers  attaoked  froa  tha  south  employing  glide  bombing 
taotios  and  dropping  their  bonbe  froa  1000  fset  altitude**  They  mad*  hit* 
whioh  fired  eeveral  storage  tanks  and  damaged  aeveral  buildings.  They  were 
eooompaaied  by  their  fighter*  whioh  strafed  ground  dafenaea,  Tha  torpedo 
bomber*  mad*  horiiontal  bombing  runs  hitting  in  th*  oongeatad  area  and  the 
m&gasin*  area.  Th*  attaok  was  completed  and  th*  planes  departed  for  their 
parent  carriers  at  about  1SS6.  However*  prior  to  returning  home  they 
rendeavouaed  in  groups  in  th*  vioinity  of  Dutoh  Berbor,  Th*  rendeavoua  point 
for  the  JUVYO  group  was,  unfortunstsly  for  th*  Japanese,  over  th*  weetern  tip 
of  Unalaeke  X eland. 

On  arriving  at  this  position  th*  several  aeattered  elements  of  tU 
flight  alghtad  a large  lending  field  at  Otter  Feint  on  nearby  Thunk  Island, 
whioh  field  was  apparently  a near  dl boo vary.  Mhil*  rendesvouaing  they  were 
attaoked  by  unsay  pursuit  planet,  losing  two  bombers  end  two  fighter*  ehot 
down  in  th*  engagement.**  A third  bobber  become  separated  during  th*  flight, 
Du*  to  inaoeurat*  navigation  and  a faulty  radio  reoalvor,  thla  piano  booam* 
loot,  and  landed  at  soa  when  ita  fuel  was  exhausted. 

Th#  RYUJO  strike  group  loaaee  wore  loss  sever**  On*  of  its  fighters 
failed  to  return*  Two  other  fighter*  and  four  bombers  were  damaged  in  th* 
attack  on  Dutoh  Harbor,,*** 

Sometime  after  1730  Commander  Ssoond  Mobil*  Task  Oroup  received  OlnC 
Combined  Fleet  DesOpOrd  number  157  whioh  stated  "Coonander  Northern  Foro* 
will  oarry  out  th*  attaok  on  th*  Aleutians  at  opportune  tlaa.  Destroyer 

tXatlon  Report,  WDB  Dutoh  Harbor,  dated  July  4^,1042 , 

**U. 8. Strategic  Bombing  Survey  Interrogation  Vav.  Vo. 20, Interrogation  of 
Japanese  Offlolals,  Vol.I*  Interrogation  of  Oommeador  Maeatak*  Okum*y*,XJV. 
♦••Reports  of  Aotlon  of  OVL  RYUJO  to  Vaval  Board  of  Merit,  Bxtraot  translation 
of  'DC  161788* 


- 191  - 


unclassified 


Squadron  Ou  (less  two  divisions)  and  Submarine  Squadron  On*  will  rejoin 
tho  Northern  Force." 

At  about  1800  Connaadar  Saoend  Mobile  Tank  Group  oosneaoed  recovery  of 
hla  aircraft.  On  oompletlon  ha  aat  ocuraa  about  190°  (T),  apaad  about  IS 
knot a,  and  prooeeded  aouthward  toward  a rende.vous  with  the  Mobile  Foroa. 

At  about  1818  ha  reoelved  Comender  Northern  Foroa  DaaOpOrd  #89  whioh 
atatad  "Inoept  for  Saoond  Mobile  Taak  Group  oarry  out  Aleutians  Campaign 
aooording  to  previous  orders.  H day  ranalns  unchanged."* 

Consaander  Second  Mobile  Task  Group  now  sstlmsted  the  suooess  of  his 
seoond  attack  againet  Out oh  Harbor.  At  0700  June  8th  in  hla  ssorst  dsspateh 
#686  he  reported  to  Goosander  Northern  Foret  damage  to  the  enemy  as  follows! 
one  large  enesiy  transport  sunk,  severe  damage  to  a large  hangar,  two  groups 
orude  oil  tanks,  and  other  military  installations  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
fourteen  enemy  aircraft  shot  down.  He  reported  hit  own  losasa  as  one  fighter 
and  four  oarrisr  bombers.  Be  stated  further  that  tha  RYU JO  and  TAKAO  had  baan 
r*taoked  by  five  heavy  aneay  bombers  but  had  auffarad  no  losses  and  that 
"'ihers  is  a large,  fully-equipped  airfield  in  the  northeastern  seotion  of 
Umnak  Island."**  This  latter  information  was  of  threat  aonoem  to  the  Adak 
bound  Oooupatlon  Group,  whore  objective  was  changed  presumably  as  a result 
of  this  information.  The  number  of  his  own  planes  shot  down  appears  in  error. 
Aooording  to  the  individual  ships'  reports,  three  bombers  and  three  fighters 
ears  lost  in  the  sttaok  on  this  day. 

As  the  Seoond  Mobile  Task  Group  prooeeded  aouthward  toward  a rendesvous 
with  the  Mobile  Foroe  off  Midway,  tha  situation  in  tha  Midway  arte  was  changing 
rapidly.  As  the  situation  became  clearer  CinC  Combined  Fleet  deolded  that  it 
was  advisable  to  retain  the  8eoond  Mobile  Task  Group  in  the  Aleut Ians. 
Accordingly,  on  June  8th  he  oanoelled  the  proposed  rendesvous  of  the  Second 
Mobile  Taak  Group  with  the  Mobile  Foree.  Commander  Northern  Fores  than  dlreoted 
the  task  group  to  prooaad  to  a covering  position  about  600  mllaa  south  of 
Kiske  la  whioh  area  it  was  to  operate. 

Goosander  Seoond  Mobile  Taak  Uroup  arrived  In  the  designated  area  on 
Juno  6th.  Cn  June  18th  he  moved  northward  to  a position  about  180  alias 
south  of  Kisn  for  tha  purpose  of  intercepting  Aaarioan  plares  attacking  Kink*. 
However,  he  encountered  unfavorable  weather  conditions  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
task  group  whioh  prevented  flight  operations,  Ha  therefore  retired  the  task 
group  to  the  standby  area. 

On  returning  to  the  standby  area  Coranandsr  Seoond  Mobile  Tssk  Group 
wea  Joined  by  the  oarrier  2UIH0,  four  osoortlng  destroyers,  and  possibly  the 
battleships  KONGO  and  Hill,  whioh  had  proceeded  north  as  a part  of  tho  Aleutians 
Late  Support  Qroup.***  These  unite  probably  Joined  him  on  June  13th.  At  2i00 


♦ •elnterrogatlon  Nav.  Nr>,20,y,S,Strategio  Borablrg  Survey  publication,  "/liter  • 
rogations  or  J«pai'«>».<  rri’lclelj.  Veil. I."  Irterroget  • nr  "T  Odr.Ma.ntuko 


Ud  • 


UNC1A5SIRED 


VWR»r»tr-*rhj 


Juna  14th  they  wara  operating  aa  a part  of  hla  taak  group. 


* * * 

Tha  Adak-Attu  Oooupation  Group  at  0926  Juaa  3rd  bora  240°  (T),  dlatant 
1100  allaa  from  Dutoh  Harbor.  Thla  group  malatainad  oouraa  and  apaad  appro aoh- 
lng  Adak  throughout  Juna  3rd  and  until  1600  June  4th.  By  thla  time  Commander 
Adak-Attu  Oooupation  Oroup  had  received  GinC  Combined  Pleat  directive  post- 
poning temporarily  the  attaok  on  Midway  and  the  Aleut!. ana.  Aa  a oonaequenoe 
he  informed  hi*  -mmws  it  1466  that  "aooording  to  Combined  Pleat  Deapatoh 
Operation  Order  the  Aleutlana  Campaign  ia  poatponed  temporarily",  and  altered 
oourae  to  the  aouthwe  atward  to  await  further  inatruotiona* 

Be  did  not  have  long  to  wait. for  he  aoon  reoeived  Cooraandor  Northern 
For oa * a 1316  dlreotlve  to  prooood  with  the  Aleutlana  Campaign.  Be  therefore 
ordered  hia  taak  group  to  "Carry  out  attaok  aooording  to  prevloua  In- 
atruotiona.,.."* Ten  minutea  later  he  aignaled  hla  greup.  "Thla  unit  will 
carry  out  the  attack  on  Adak  aooording  to  previoua  inatruotiona."*  He  then 
ohanged  oourae  to  about  083°  (T),  and  oononood  hia  run-in  to  Adak. 

Howavar,  ho  did  not  roaoh  Adak,  for  oarly  on  the  morning  of  June  6th  he 
waa  informed  by  Commander  Northern  Poroe  that  he  had  oanoellad  the  Adak  opera- 
tion. Why  Commander  Northern  Poroe  made  thla  deolaion  la  not  aet  forth  In 
available  information  but  it  appeara  quite  poiaible  that  he  did  ao  beoauae 
of  the  diaoovery  by  the  planee  of  the  Second  Mobile  Tai/k  Croup  of  the  large 
airfield  on  Umnak  Island.  Under  auoh  oonditiona  the  eanoellation  of  the  Adak 
operation  was  found,  for  without  adaquato  air  defence  lb  would  be  unwlae  to 
plaoe  the  ehipa  of  an  lnvaaion  group  only  380  milea  fron  a major  enemy  air- 
field. 

Upon  oanaellation  of  the  Adak  operation.  Commander  Adak-Attu  Oooupation 
Croup  up pa era  to  have  been  ordered  to  prooeed  with  tU  Attu  operation,  for 
at  0730  June  6th  he  headed  on  oourae  270*  (T)  tower da  Attu. 

At  1700  on  the  aame  day  he  waa  diraoted  by  Commander  Northern  Poroe  to 
traaefer  the  airplane  tender  XIMXKAWA  MARU  end  eaoorting  deatroyer  SHIOKAZI 
to  the  Klaka  Operation  Croup,**  Thla  waa  done  to  provide  the  eaeternmoat 
oooupation  groups  with  the  available  air  oover. 

Cotanander  Adak-Attu  Oooupation  Croup  aubiequeatly  altered  oourae  to 
paaa  Midway  between  Klaka  and  Attu,  making  a final  approaoh  to  hia  objective 
from  the  northeast.  He  arrived  off  Attu  outalde  Helta  Bay  -t  midnight  June 
6th.*  Be  lmedi ately  oommeneed  sweeping  operations  In  Belts  Bay  and  ahead 
of  the  transports.  By  0816  June  7th  the  ohannal  had  been  swept  and  hla  troopa 
had  bean  eatabllahsd  safely  ashore.  At  thla  time  he  reported  by  doepatoh  to 
ClnO  Combined  Pleat.  "Suooeas  la  sudden  attaok  and  landing."*  Pro*  Bolta  Bay 

•War  feeoorda  and  Aotlon  Reporta,  Dealan  1,  Uay-June  lsei.Wbc  T7T7TTT 
♦♦Northern  Poroe  Seorvt  Deapatoh  ijtoll,  Bar  Reoorda  and  Aotlon  Reports, DeaRon  1, 
WDC  161718,  p.22. 
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the  troops  moved  overlaid  to  Chichagof  Haroor,  arriving  thsrs  at  about  0400 
Jus*  7th,  Th«  minesweepers  oonsnenoed  sweeping  operations  off  shors.  As 
no  defenses  existed  on  Attu  Island,  it  was  quiokly  ssoursd.  The  few  native 
inhabitants  totaling  39  wars  and#  prison*) s.  Thor*  wars  only  two  Cauoasiaas. 
Sons  oonaunioation  mat trial  and  doouasnts  relating  to  wsathsr  wore  taken, 

While  off  Attu,  Coanandtr  Adsk-Attu  Oosupatloa  Group,  who  was  also 
Commander  First  Destroyer  Squadron,  was  assigned  the  task  to  reoonnoiter 
the  Seaiohi  Islands  (about  20  mile*  east  of  Attu)  and  Amohltka  to  locate 
areas  suitable  for  constructing  airfields,*  K#  dooldod  to  oonduot  this 
survey  himself.  Taking  his  flagship,  the  oruiser  ABUKOMA  and  two  destroyers, 
he  ooapleted  the  survey  of  ths  Seaiohi  Islands  on  June  9th  and  than  departed 
from  that  area  for  Aaohitka.  On  arriving  at  Amohltka  in  the  early  morning 
of  June  11th  he  put  ashore  a landing  party  in  Constantine  Bay  froa  the 
destroyer  MIMOHI.  At  the  sans  tin*  he  launched  a seaplane  from  the  cruiser 
A BUKINA  to  oonduot  an  examination  of  the  shore  lino.  After  about  three 
hours,  an  enemy  search  plane  was  reported  sLghted  in  the  area.  He  terminated 
the  reoonnalssanoe  and  recovered  the  shore  party  for  a quick  departure. 
Defense  stations  were  manned  to  repel  attack.  However,  poor  weather  oondi- 
tlons  prevailed,  and  the  eneny  aircraft  was  act  again  seen.  Be  then 
assembled  his  thro*  ships  and  took  departure. 

He  proceeded  to  the  designated  standby  area  for  the  Klska  and  Adak-Attu 
Occupation  Groups,  This  area  seen*  to  have  been  designated  as  a oolleotlng 
point  for  units  of  the  two  occupation  groups  which,  having  completed  their 
assignments  off  Klska  or  Attu,  were  dispatohed  there  for  oonvoy  baok  to 
Japna,  Her*  he  appears  to  have  rsassuasd  command  of  those  ships  of  the 
Occupation  Group  not  required  at  Attu,  On  receiving  instructions  to  increase 
the  number  of  destroyers  at  Klska,  he  dispatohed  deatroyer  division  21  to 
that  area.  Then  with  the  remaining  units  ha  pnoeedel  to  Japan,  arriving 
at  Ominato  on  June  24th. 


The  Klska  Ooeupation  Group  bore  258°  (T),  dlitaneo  about  900  miles 
from  Dutoh  Harbor  at  0928  June  3rd  and  was  on  oours*  086°  (T),  This  group 
continued  on  thia  oours#  until  roooipt  of  the  OlnC  Combined  Fleet  directive 
to  poetpono  temporarily  the  Aleutians  Campaign,  Aooardingly,  at  about  lflOO 
June  4th  Commander  Klska  Occupation  Group  rerersed  ooursc,  Ha  again  ra- 
vened oours*  and  headed  for  Kiske  Immediately  on  reoelpt  of  the  Cosnaader 
Borthsrn  Foroos  1616  dinotive  to  pnoood  with  the  Aleutians  campaign  in 
aooordanoo  with  previous  instructions.  Bo  arrived  at  Klska  (Diagram  G) 
without  inoidont  at  about  1200  Juno  6th. 

It  appear . that  a redlspoaitlon  of  fonts  wa  < made  by  Commander 
borthsrn  Korea  following  his  oanoellation  of  the  invasion  of  Adak.  The 
Klska  Oooupation  Group  would  now  bo  the  easternmost  invasion  foros  nearest 
the  enemy  air  facilities  and  would  be  the  most  probable  target  for  frequent 
air  attaoka.  Commander  Northern  Font  therefore  transferred  the  seaplane 
tender  UMIKAWA  HARD  by  his  dinotive  of  1700  June  6th  from  the  Adak-Attu 


Ououpttioa  Group  to  the  Kiaka  Occupation  Group,  and  ordered  it  to  proofed 
at  onot  to  the  Kiaka  area.* 

The  landing  on  Kiaka  waa  made  at  1300  June  6th  by  about  1250  men  of 
the  5th  Speolal  Naval  Landing  Force,  The  landing  waa  made  in  Reynard  Core, 
and  tram  there  the  mala  body  proceeded  overland  to  Kiaka  Harbor*  Two  other 
groupa  followed  aeparate  routaa  to  Klakai  one  prooeeded  along  the  ridge* 
the  other  along  the  chore  line.**  There  waa  no  oppoaltion  to  the  landing. 

Mo  faoilitiei  wore  available  to  the  defender*  for  oppoalng  the  landing* 

Oooaaander  Kiaka  Oooupation  Group  prooeeded  with  hla  taak  group  to 
Kiaka  Harbor*  and  there  remained  off  ahore  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the 
landing  *oroe«  By  0129,  June  7th*  he  waa  aaaured  of  the  auooeaa  of  the 
invaaion.  At  thin  time*  therefore,  he  adviaed  OinO  Combined  fleet  by 
deapatoh  of  the'reaulta  aa  follow* i "auooeaa  in  auddeu  attack  and  lending."*** 

Boveral  nan  of  the  email  U.S,  Weather  Station  war*  oaptured  on  the 
flrat  day*  Several  othera  eaoaped  into  the  hille.  Deapite  intenaive 
aaarchea  the a a men  could  not  be  located  by  the  aaarohlng  pat  role.  Finally* 
on  June  21at,  three  of  them  gave  thamaalvaa  up,  and  on  June  30th  the  leat 
on*  waa  found  behind  the  main  camp.** 

Aa  aoon  aa  the  troop*  eatabliahed  contaot  with  their  ahipa  in  Kiaka 
Harbor,  Commander  Kiaka  Oooupation  Croup  oommenoed  unloading  additional 
labor  troopa  and  euppllea  and  began  the  development  of  the  bate*  A radar 
waa  inatalled  below  the  oreat  of  th*  ridge  to  the  weat  and  aeveral  ooaat 
defena*  gun*  and  anti-aircraft  battcriea  were  emplaced  on  th*  high  ground 
Juat  neat  of  tha  U.S.  Weather  Station.**  Ac  aoon  aa  the  tranaporta  and  aup- 
ply  ahipa  had  oompleted  thair  task*,  Commander  Kiaka  Oooupation  Oroup  dia- 
patohed  them  to  Japan  by  way  of  th*  Kiaka-Adak-Attu  Oooupation  Oroupa'  atandby 
area. 

A aearoh  unU  of  aix  large  flying  boata  to  be  baaed  on  Kiaka  arrived 
from  Paramuahiro  on  June  7th,  a diatano*  of  about  800  mile*.  The  peraonnel 
of  thla  unit  were  eatabliahed  aahore*  Aviation  auppllee  were  provided  by 
th*  tender  KAMITSU  UARU  whioh  moved  independently  betweon  Kiaka  and  Fara- 
muahlro,  making  repeated  trip*  in  aupporting  the  operatlona  of  th*  unit. 

Air  aearoh**  of  th*  area  to  the  eaat  and  aouthaaat  of  Kiaka  for  a diatano* 
of  about  300  railea  war*  oommenoed  at  ono*. 

Air  attaokr  by  th*  enemy  oommenoed  on  June  10th.  Attaoke  mad*  by 
PBY  elroraft  on  June  10th  were  followed  by  other  PBY,  B-17  and  B-24  heavy 
| bomber  attaoke  on  June  11th  and  12th*  13th  and  14th.  No  particular  damage 

waa  don*  by  thee*  raid*  except  to  alow  th*  progreaa  of  oonatruotion  and  to 
inoreae*  oouaiderably  the  anxiety  of  th*  Japaneaa  for  tho  aeourlty  of  the 
foroea  there.  On*  of  th*  ahipa  in  th*  harbor  ahot  down  the  leading  bomber 
with  anti-alroraft  fir*  during  one  of  th*  B-24  raids.  It  fell  on  the  Laland****, 
Th*  Second  Mobil*  Taak  Oroup  whioh  arrived  south  of  Kiaka  on 

♦War  Record*  and  Aotion  Report*,  Dearon  1,  Extract  Tranalatlon,  WDC  lSlfis,  p,2 i, 
** Interrogation  Nav.No.2?  U.S, Strategic  Bombing  Survey, "Interrogation  of 
Japanese  Official*",  Vol,  I,  page  102. 

•••War  Reoorda  and  Aotion  Report*,  Dearon  l,Bxt.Trana.WDC  181718,  p.29, 
♦•‘♦Interrogation  Nav.  No. 23,  U.S.Stratagio  Bombing  Surety,  Interrogation  of 
Japanaaa  Official*,  Vol. I,  p,106, 
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June  12th  wna  unable  to  oonduot  fighter  .Interception  of  the  raiding  air- 
ora  ft  due  to  unaultable  weather. 


AUER  1C  All  OPERATIONS 
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0925  June  Sri  to  2400  June  14th 

•At  0925  June  3rd  CTO  8.1,  Commander  Air  Searoh  Group,  was  at  hie 
headquarter e at  Kodiak.  Dutch  Harbor  had  been  surprleod  at  0345  by  an  air 
attaok  laating  30  minute*.  Hia  radar-equipped  patrol  planea  whioh  had  been 
eearohing  the  area*  ehown  on  Diagram  "B",  apparently  had  failed  to  diooover 
the  enen^f  foroea.  It  i*  of  intereat  that  theae  aoarohea  began  at  1900  from 
Otter  Point  and  Cold  Bay  and  at  1800  from  Kodiak,  and  were  made  to  a diatanoe 
of  400  milaa.  As  a consequence  of  this  attaok  CTO  8.1  endeavored  to  raoall 
theae  aaaroh  planes,  refual  them,  and  get  tham  out  on  search  again.  Ha 
auooeaded  in  quiokly  eatabliahlng  a daylight  aearoh.  At  about  1500  he  re- 
ceived a garbled  menage  from  onb  of  hie  patrol  planes  whioh  indloatad  a 
heavy  oonoentratlon  of  ahlps  in  Lat.  6-°-46'  N«,  Long.  184°-00'  W.  No 
amplifying  report  was  reueivod.  This  plana  report  la  not  understood,  for 
apparently  there  were  no  enemy  or  friendly  foroes  within  100  milee.  It  ,1s 
presumed  that  either  the  pilot  did  not  actually  dlsoover  the  above  foroea 
or  his  navigational  position  was  considerably  in  error. 

CTO  8.1  decided  at  the  end  of  a fruitleie  day  that  the  Japanese  attaok 
on  Dutoh  Harbor  had  been  made  by  a oarrier  foroe  of  at  least  two  small 
oarriere  operating  probably  in  the  Bering  Sea.  He  ioformod  UTF  8 of  thle 
opinion  by  deepatoh,  and  further  stated  his  belief  that  there  waa  a large 
oarrier  south  of  the  Aleutians  in  the  outer  limits  of  sector  10  which  waa 
heading  east  to  attaok  Dutch  Harbor  from  the  aouth  early  June  4th.  Both  of 
these  eetimatee  were  in  error.  There  were  no  Japanese  oarrier  groups  in 
the  Bering  84a  at  this  time.  The  oarrier  group  whioh  made  the  Dutoh  Harbor 
■trike  was  well  to  the  southwest  en  route  to  attack  Adak.  The  aeoond  attaok 
ra  Dutoh  Harbor  had  not  as  yet  been  planned.  It  was  deoided  on  by  the  Japanese 
after  they  learned  that  weather  oonditlone  near  Adak  were  poor. 

On  June  3rd  in  view  of  the  loeaee  in  patrol  planes,  both  oombat  and 
operational,  OTG  8,1  requested  additional  planes  from  Commander  Northweat 
Sea  Frontier.  As  a result  of  thia  request  Commander  Northwest  Sea  Frontier 
•ant  two  patrol  plants  to  Alaska,  Ho  also  sent  two  additional  patrol  planes 
to  Alaska  on  June  4th.  Theae  planea  ware  from  Squadrons  41  and  43.  Commander 
Northwest  Sea  Frontier  also  strongly  requested  COMINCH  to  lnoreaae  the  patrol 
plane  etrength  in  the  Aleutians.  On  June  7th  COMINCH  released  all  patrol  planea 
on  the  west  ooaat  of  the  United  States  for  movement  into  Alaska. 

CTO  8.1  made  an  extended  aearoh  of  tha  southern  aeotora  on  the  night  of 
June  3-4th  with  all  available  planea.  At  0450, June  4th  ha  raoeivad  word  that 
one  of  hia  patrol  planaa  had  made  both  radar  and  sight  oontnot  on  an 

•The  major  portion  of  tha  information  oonoarning  M 87T  waa  obtained  from 
ComFatWing  4,  War  Diary,  27  Kay  1942  to  30  June  1942. 
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an tr'y  surfaoe  foroe  on  oourse  096°  (T)  in  La*.  60°-07'  N.,  Long.  171°-14*  W, 
Thia  was  an  excellent  petition  report.  At  0550  tha  oompoeition  was  raportad 
as  ona  enemy  carrier,  two  destroyers,  course  150,  tpeed  not  known.  This 
plana  also  reported  the  weather  and  sea  conditions.  Fire  minutes  later  it 
lost  oontaot. 

Two  patrol  planet  loaded  with  torpedoes  were  awaitine  clearance  at 
Aleut  an  to  proceed  to  Umnak  when  the  0450  oontaot  report  was  received  by  the 
senior  pilot.  He  prooeeded  at  onoe  with  both  planes  to  the  reported  position 
of  the  energy.  At  0900  one  of  these  planes  tuooeeded  in  making  oontaot  with 
the  Japanese  Second  Mobile  Task  Group,  and  sent  a oontaot  report,  stating' 
‘'oontaot  one  CV,  three  0A,  two  DO,  oourse  360,  speed  15,  bearing  216,  distant 
165  miles  Dutoh  Harbor.  Enemy  in  cruising  disposition,  oarriers  surrounded, 

, few  planes  on  deok,  visibility  fair.  This  is  the  same  furoe  previously 
reported.  Take  bearings  on  me.*  Thereafter  he  oontaot  snouted  the  enaay 
taek  group,  and  made  frequent  reports  of  her  ohcagee  of  course  and  speed, 

Wher.  he  wae  ordered  to  return  to  Dutoh  Harbor  at  about  1116  he  endeavored 
to  torpedo  the  oerrier  before  departing.  He  was  prevented  from  reaching 
a dropping  position  by  AA  fire  which  ehot  one  engine  out  of  oommiselon.  It 
le  of  interest  that  toil  patrol  plane  remained  in  sight  content  with  the 
Japanese  task  group  for  over  two  houra  without  reoelving  vital  damage.  This 
is  in  oontrast  to  the  performance  of  the  patrol  planet  at  Midway,  whioh  were 
unable  to  remain  in  oloee  oontaot  with  the  Mobile  Foroe  there.  Tula  appears 
to  have  been  due  to  the  faot  that  it  was  possible  for  the  plonee  in  the 
Aleutians  when  attacked,  to  seek  shelter  whereas  in  the  Midway  area  neither 
oloudf  nor  fog  offered  important  oover. 

During  June  4th  CTG  8.1  made  a maximum  .daylight  aearoh  of  all  eeotors. 

He  determined  from  the  patrol  plane  reports  that  the  enemy  task  group  was 
operating  within  a oirole  about  30  miles  in  diameter  from  1000  to  1350, 

During  this  time  a patrol  plane  and  an  Army  B-26  attempted  to  bomb  and  tor- 
pedo the  oarrlere,  but  both  were  unsuccessful.  The  Army  pilot  reported  the 
oompoeition  as  one  CV  large,  one  CV  email,  two  CA,  thres  DD,  and  the  bearing 
as  210°,  distant  120  miles  from  Otter  Point  Field.  He  reported  its  oourse 
aa  330°  (T),  lte  speed  as  25  knots.  This  was  the  first  oorreot  report  as 
to  oomposition  that  had  been  received,  but  it  was  not  aooepted  as  such. 

There  was  a persistent  belief  that  there  was  but  one  oarrier  present,  as 
naval  aviators  li*d  so  reported,*  On  June  4th  hie  command  was  reinforced  by 
two  patrol  planes,**1 

At  about  1553  Dutoh  Harbor  was  again  attaoked  by  Japanese  oarrier  planes 
whioh  appeared  to  have  ooms  from  the  Seoond  Mobile  leek  Group,  although  no 
report  that  it  was  launohing  an  attack  group  seems  to  have  been  reoeived  from 
the  American  patrol  planes. 

Observers  at  Dutoh  Harbor  reported  that  the  attack  group  apparently 
consisted  of  ten  fighters,  eight  horitontal  bombers,  and  eleven  dive  bombers. 

•War  Diary  CTO  fl.l  (Com  Patting  TJ  Way  27th-June  3pth , 191 ?.  per.  23, 

••War  Diary  Commander  Northwest  See  Frontier,  June  1942, 
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This  ttbS  a reasonably  olose  estimate,  as  the  flight  actually  consisted  of 

fifteen  fighters,  six  horiscntal  bombers  and  eleven  dive  bombers.  The 

bombing  by  the  horizontal  bombers  and  by  the  dire  bombers  mas  quite 
effective.  One  wing  of  the  hospital  was  dsmolished]  four  new  fuel  oil 
tanks  with  their  contents  were  completely  destroyed,  an  uncompleted 
hangar  was  heavily  damaged  and  the  barracks  ship  NORTHWESTERN  whioh  sup- 
plied steam  and  eleotrloal  power  was  also  hit.  She  was  out  of  aetlon  for 
three  days.  As  a result  of  this  raid,  aa  well  as  tha  raid  of  June  3rd, 
there  were  38  kray,  8 Navy,  1 Marine  Corps,  and  1 oivllian  dead.* 

Contaot  with  the  task  group  appears  to  have  been  lost  about  1716  June 

4th  and  then  regained  at  1917  by  an  Army  B-17  whioh  was  attached  to  TO  8.1. 

This  plane  in  company  with  another  Army  B-17  attacked  the  task  group,  but 
did  not  suooesd  in  hitting  the  enemy.  One  B-17  was  lost  in  the  attaok. 

After  thia,  oontaot  was  lost  and  was  never  regained.  During  the  night  of 
June  4-5th,  CTQ  8.1  made  an  extended  search  in  the  southern  ssaroh  sectors 
with  negative  results.  On  the  6th  he  made  maximum  daylight  aearohes  in  all 
sectors  in  addition  to  the  usuaI  B-17  searoh  along  the  Aleutians  Chain  to 
Risks.  Kfjulte  were  negative.  During  this  day  his  oommand  was  reinforced 
by  two  patrol  pianos.  During  the  night  of  June  S-lth  CTQ  8.1  searched  the 
seotors  in  the  Bering  Sea,  Again  results  were  negative. 

On  the  morning  of  June  6th  a oontaot  on  an  enemy  oarrier  task  group 
was  reported  by  a patrol  plane.  At  0236  this  was  amplified  to  eight  DD, 
two  CA,  Let.  53°-20'  N.,  Long.  1730-10'  W,,  ceiling  unlimited.  When  the 
pilot  landed  at  Otter  Point  it  was  discovered  that  the  contaot  aleo  in- 
cluded two  CV  in  the  eneay  formation.  Ae  a ooneequanoe  of  thia  report  as 
many  planes  as  poaaibla  were  recalled  from  patrol  and  were  refueled  and  re- 
araad.  This  took  considerable  tin*.  It  was  therefore  some  hours  before 
they  ware  'in  the  air  again  and  ware  in  position  on  a soouting  11ns  endeavor- 
ing to  discover  the  task  group.  The  planes  were  unable  to  disoovsr  the 
Japanese  task  group.  This  was  due  to  the  faot  that  the  original  oontaot 
was  in  error.  Diagram  "Q"  shows  that  no  Japanese  oerrier  task  groups  were 
in  the  area  referred  to.  Thia  shows  the  oonfuslon  and  the  unnecessary  ex- 
penditure of  effort  whioh  oan  be  caused  through  lnoorreot  oontaot  raports. 

Although  a number  of  radar  oontaots  appear  to  have  been  made  by  some 
of  the  petrol  planes  on  enemy  plane*,  nothing  substantial  was  reported. 

CTO  8.1  apparently  was  oonvinosd  that  the  enemy  task  group  was  Jurt 
north  ol‘  Sequam  Island . Be  held  thia  belief  despite  the  faot  that  ssaroh 
planes  had  failed  to  find  the  group  reported,  and  despite  tha  faot  that 
Army  air  attaok  groups  had  also  failed  to  discover  any  enemy  fora**  in  the 
area.  Ho  therefore  dlreoted  intennified  night  searohes  during  the  night  of 
June  6th  and  7th.  Nothing  unusual  was  enomiatsred,  although  several  patrol 
planes,  one  in  seotor  4 at  2216  June  6th,  another  in  ssotor  3 at  0034  June 
7th,  made  oontaot  on  enemy  planes.  Nothing  earns  of  thee*  oontaots,  although 
a small  searoh  group  of  three  planes  was  veotored  into  the  area.  All  of 
the  prsoedlng  reports  show  the  intense  interest  and  effort  being  made  by  all 

•Aotlon  Report  on  Bombing  of  butob  liartor,  CtJA^  lXitoh  Bar  bo  r ltr.  July  6,1942. 
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heads  to  disoover  the  Japanese  surface  and  air  at r Iking  fore* a.  Ih«  raaaon 
that  they  wore  unable  to  looata  thorn  was  not  the  fog,  nor  tha  leak  of  training 
of  tha  orawa  In  Aleutian  weather,  nor  the  failure  of  radar  tracking.  It  wm 
primarily  tha  faot  that  daapita  all  of  tho  numerous  oontaota  whioh  were  ao 
oonfuaing,  thero  were  no  Japanese  aurfaoe  foroaa  in  the  araaa  searched. 

By  tha  evening  of  June  7th  CT<3  3.1  had  loat  a total  of  nine  patrol  plane* 
ainoe  June  2nd.  Thee*  lnoluded  one.  .shot  down,  one  euak,  two  missing,  five 
totally  dieabled,  This  left  fourteen  planes  available  for  eervioe.* 

CTO  8,1  obntlnued  hie  efforte  to  discover  Japanese  foroee*  He  oarried 
out  maximum  searohea  during  the  nights  of  June  8th  and  8th.  In  order  to 
support  these  aearoh  operations  he  direoted  the  OILLI*  on  June  8th  to  pro- 
oeed  to  Hasan  Bay,  Atka  Island,  It  arrived  at  Atka  at  1812  June  9th.** 
Meanwhile  the  HULB2RT  had  arrived  at  Dutoh  Harbor  at  0846  the  aame  day.  It 
had  oome  from  Pearl  Harbor  via  Xodlak.  CTO  3.1  felt  aorioua  apprehension 
ocnoerning  the  seourtty  of  Attu  and  Kiaka,  aa  no  weather  reports  had  bean 
rsoelvsd  for  two  days  from  either  plaoe.  Although  the  Army  Air  Foroe  had 
been  aeorohlng  dally  in  the  Kiaka  area  with  B-17's,  no  reporta  of  enemy 
activity  had  been  reoelved.  CTO  3,1  deoided  that  he  would  aauroh  it  also. 

So  he  direoted  one  of  hie  patrol  planes. to  prooaad  to  Atka  on  June  8th  to 
refuel  from  e gasoline  oeohe  there,  end  oloaely  aoout  Kiaka  and  Attu  on  June 
9th.  This  plane  reaohed  Atka  on  June  9th  being  delayed  somewhat  by  weather. 

On  the  afternoon  of  June  10th  the  patrol  plane  reoonnoltered  Kiaka  and  re- 
ported at  1620,  "two  unidentified  ships  in  harbor."  This  was  followed  by 
another  report  at  1710  whioh  stated  that  one  possible  oruiaer  and  one  pos- 
sible destroyer  were  inside  Kiaka  Harbor,  and  two  ahlp*  similar  to  Coast 
Quard  ships  ware  at  harbor  entrance.  CTO  8.1  immediately  notified  Comlnoh, 
Qlnapao,  CTF  B end  other  Interested  ooomands. 

The  patrol  plane  whioh  had  made  the  discovery  at  Kiaka  now  reoonnoltered 
Attu,  end  discovered  a tent  oamp  and  numerous  small  boats  and  landing  barges. 
The  Army  B-84  whioh  had  reconnoi oared  Attu  that  day  had  reported  no  evidenoe 
of  enemy  activity. 

On  June  10th,  eight  additional  patrol  planes  arrived  at  Kodiak  to  re- 
inforce CTO  3.1.  At  this  time  but  one  torpedo,  remained  at  Dutoh  Harbor.*** 
During  the  night  of  June  10-1 1th  tho  western  seiui-oirole  from  Umnak  was 
ssarohed  with  negative  results,  Hovever,  at  0645  Jun*  11th  one  heavy  oruiser, 
two  light  orulsera,  one  destroyer  end  six  transports,  as  well  as  enemy  shore 
based  or  carrier  based  planes  were  observed  in  Kiaka  Hsrbor.  Another  plane 
reported  that  a large  enemy  landing  foroe  nan  been  observed  at  Attu  between 
1830  and  1800,  This  latter  plane  reported  attacking  one  light  oruiser  and  one 
destroyer  west  of  Kiaka  at  2000, 


•mar  Diary,  Commander  Northwest  Sea  Frontier,  June  1942# 
**War  Diary,  USS  OILLIS,  June  1942. 

***7Tar  Diary  Commander  Northwest  Sea  Frontier,  June  1942, 
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CTO  8*1  now  directed  that  All  patrol  plana*  out  on  night  patrol 
during  the  night  of  Juno  10-1 1th  roturn  by  my  of  Kiska,  if  fuol  permit1 sd,  and 
drop  thoir  bomb*  on  tbo  onoi^  thoro.  During  Juno  11th  many  oontaota  ro ported 
enery  ships  in  tho  rlolul  by  of  Kiska  and  to  tho  eastward,  almost  to  Adak. 

During  tho  day  CTO  8.1  resolved  order*,  apparently  from  CIRCPAC,  to  bomb  the 
Japanese  out  of  Kiska.  He  states  "that  this  was  oonsidorod  as  superseding 
my  orders  from  OTP  8 whioh  established  Patwing  Pour  as  primarily  a seeroh 
group,  and  loft  attaok  to  the  Army."  Without  further  orders  he  atteokod 
the  enemy  at  Kiska  continuously  with  bomb*  and  torpedoes  for  ths  next  48 
hours,  operating  both  day  and  night.  He  di* patched  every  plane  available 
to  his  ooonaad  on  a "shuttle  run"  from  Dutoh  Harbor  to  Kiaka  thence  to  Atka 
for  refueling  end  rearming  from  the  OXLLIS,  and  than  back  to  attaok  Kiska. 

He  also  ordered  ths  HCL3SRT  which  had  been  sent  to  Send  Point  to  prootod 
to  Hasan  Bay  and  assist  ths  OXLLIS  in  supplying  ths  flight  squadrons. 

Xn  the  afternoon  of  June  lfth  when  the  OXLLIS  had  about  fifteen  patrol 
planes  noersd  in  Hasan  Bny,  an  enemy  soout  oeaplan*  disoovsrsd  tho  Amerioan 
foross  at  anohor,*  It  asoaed  probable  that  ths  Japaness  would  launch  an 
attaok.  Ths  fusl  situation  wna  uritioal.  Ths  normal  oapaolty  of  tho  fuel 
tanks  and  tha  bomb  supply  had  bssn  exhaustsd  at  1500,  leaving  five  of  the 
planes  without  gasoline.  Ths  probability  of  an  imminent  attaok  now  mads 
advisable  the  extraotion  of  every  bit  of  gasoline  from  the  ships  tanks  to 
provide  the  five  uafueled  plans*  with  adequate  gasoline  to  reaoh  Otter  Point. 
This  was  done,  The  remaining  ten  planes,  end  one  whloh  later  landed,  reoelved 
additional  fuel  from  the  HULBKRT  on  her  arrival.  This  would  permit  their 
return  tu  Dutoh  Harbor,  instead  of  to  Atka,  after  attaoking  Kiska. 

At  2000  CTO  8.1  directed  the  OXLLIS  to’ svaouats  ths  natives  at  Atka 
and  to  destroy  tne  village.  This  wna  aeooaplishsd  beginning  at  2136. 

However,  it  was  not  possible  to  avaouate  the  native  Aleuts  at  this  time, 
as  they  ran  into  the  hills. 

At  1862  ths  HUBERT  anchored  in  Hasan  Bay**  and  oosnsnood  fueling  ths 
eleven  planes.  On*  plan*  was  heavily  damaged  vhila  trying  to  fuel,  and  was 
destroyed.  Meanwhile,  62  of  the  natives  had  returned  to  the  destroyed  village, 
and  were  taken  on  board  the  HILBERT* 

On  June  12th,  nine  patrol  planes  of  Patrol  3quadron  61***  arrived  et 
Cold  Bey  at  0600, 

At  0226  June  13th  the  GJLLI8  departed  for  Kodiak,  stopping  briefly  at 
Dutoh  Harbor  *n  route.  At  0322  the  HULBERT  got  underway  for  Nioolski  Bay, 

Umnak  Island,  where  the  Aleut  native a were  to  be  put  ushers.  Several  minutes 
later  at  0328,  eight  patrol  planes  took  off  ts  bomb  Kiska,  thenoe  to  prooesd 
to  Dutch  Harbor.  Two  patrol  pianos  took  off  to  proceed  direot  to  Dutoh  Harbor. 
Three  other  patrol  planoa  which  were  heavily  damaged  in  operations  had  bssn 
disposed  of. 


**War  Diary*  CSS  HUT.BTOT,  June  1942. 

***War  Diary,  CoiPstRon  42,  May  28th,  19^2  to  June  30,1942, 
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The  evacuation  of  Mason  Kay  had  not  boon  boo  soon,  for  CIO  8,1  ns 
adrisod  by  CIKCPAC  on  Juas  18th  that  Nasaa  Bay  was  about  to  bo  attacked. 

Tha  attaok  ooourrod  oa  ths  morning  of  Juno  14th*  when  fir*  4-englne  boabors 
flow  aoross  ths  village  and  dropped  bombs*  - 

On  Juno  14th  CTO  8*1  hold  a ooaforoaoo  at  Dutoh  Harbor  with  oooaaadors 
of  Patrol  Squadrons  41*  42*  43  and  61*  As  a rssult  of  this  oonforoaoo  it 
was  dooldod  thati 

(a)  Squadrons  should  bs  oaployod  as  units  insofar  as  praotioablo. 

(b)  laoh  squadron  should  bo  assigned  a bass  even  though  temporary  so 
that  ths  problem  of  supply*  repair  and  group  personnel  oould  bs 
simplified** 


Shan  tha  Midway  forces  mads  sontaot  at  0028  Juas  3rd  with  ths  Japaasss 
Oooupatioa  Force  off  Midway*  ths  Alsutiaa  area  had  already  bssa  alerted  by 
an  attaok  on  Dutoh  Harbor*  At  this  tins  ths  11th  Air  Fores  Striking  Fores 
TO  8,3.  at  Fort  Olenn  and  Fort  Raadall  was  "only  store  or  loss  in  position* 
quits  inadsquatsly  supplied,  insufficiently  trained  and  completely  lacking 
in  routine  administration  machinery*"  This  was  due  in  part  to  ths  fact 
that  one  pursuit  squadron  and  all  tha  B-17  type  heavy  bombardment  planes 
had  only  reoently  arrived  in  ths  Alsutiaa  area  froa  ths  United  States*  This 
was  in  aooordanos  with  the  prevailing  theory  that  Alaskan  defense  forees 
oould  be  kept  in  the  oontinental  limits  and  sent  north  only  when  trouble 
arose*  In  this  connection  it  is  of  interest  that  few  of  the  pilots  or  crews 
were  familiar  enough  with  ths  problems  of  Alesken  flying  ts  bs  either  efficient 
or  et  home  in  the  • 

The  attaok  on  Dutoh  Harbor  by  the  8eooad  Mobile  Task  Forte  appears  to 
have  somewhat  surprised  OTQ  8.3*  He  had  been  alerted  by  a reported  * k<Hs 
bearing  on  an  snoot,  carrier  feres  400  miles  south  of  Klskm  oa  June  Sa  but 
the  preolee  moment  of  the  expeeted  attaok,  was  unknown.  OTQ  1*8  seems  «■*  borne 
been  under  the  opinion  that  the  reason  for  the  sueeese  of  the  Japanese  t.  Seek 
was  the  prerelease  of  bad  weather*  Thie  was  ineorreet*  Actually*  the  Japanese 
•uooeas  was  due  to  the  faot  that  instead  of  being  400  miles  South  ef  Mi ska  cm 
June  2nd  they  were  about  BOO  miles  eouth  of  Dutoh  Barber*  This  tended  to  mis- 
lead the  Ameriean  forces.  The  weather  was  not  helpful  to  cither  side*  It 
aoted  adversely  insofar  as  the  Japanese  were  oonoerned,  sad  interfered  with 
their  attaok  plans*  making  it  impossible  for  tholr  planes  to  rendetveue  after 
being  lauaehed* 

After  the  attaok  on  Dutoh  Harbor  the  personnel  at  Dutoh  Harbor  worked 
hard  to  clear  up  the  damage.  However*'  about  0810  the  situation  again  beoasie 
aflame  when  the  F-40* ■ engaged  two  Japanese  orulser  type  planes  over  the  alr- 

iWsir' Diary*  Comlaikon  42.  May  S3FK7  THS  To  June  ^0*1944. 

•♦Alaskan  Air  Defense  and  the  Japanese  Invasion  of  the  Aleutians -Any  Air 
Forces  Histories!  Studies  #4-Aprll  1943*  p*64. 
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field  at  Fort  Glenn.  On*  orulaor  piano  was  ahot  doimi  the  other  aaoaped. 

Shortly  thereafter  about  1000,  aone  enemy  fight or a appeared  over  Umnak 
lalnd  and  ware  driven  off  by  Army  fight  or  a.  Ho  further  oontaote  were  made 
with  the  ena^y  on  Juno  3rd,  although  flight*  of  B-26  plane*  war*  twioe  dea- 
patched  on  falaa  oontaota.  One  3-26  waa  loot  operationally. 

Meanwhile,  reinforcements  were  arriving  In  the  Alaaka  area.  Six  B-17'a 
were  ordered  by  CTO  8.3  to  the  Naval  Air  Station  on  Kodiak  Xaland.  In 
addition,  tea  Canadian  planet  were  tranaferred  from  Annette  Island  to  Yukutat« 

At  0430  June  4th  CIO  8.1  reported  a oontaot  with  three  eneey  ahipe  In- 
cluding one  and  poaaibly  two  oarriera  eouth  of  Umnak.  As  CTP  8 had  directed 
that  when  Important  Japan***  foroea  had  bean  located,  all  available  ai reraft 
for  attaoklng  the  enemy  were  to  bt  oonoentrated  at  Port  Glenn  and  Port  Randall, 

CTO  8.3  ordered  a squadron  of  B-17' ■ to  attack  from  Kodiak  refueling  at  Port 
Randall.  He  alao  ordered  a aquadron  of  B-86'a  which  uaa  at  Anchorage,  to 
attaok  by  way  of  Port  Randall  and  Port  Glenn.  The  aquadron  of  B-26' a,  already 
aplit  between  Port  Randall  and  Port  Glenn,  had  atandlng  ordera  to  attaok  when 
the  target  had  been  located,  Consequently  the  attaok  group  of  five  B-26' a 
atationad  at  Fort  Olann  and  armed  with  torpo^ei  waa  launched  to  the  attaok  at 
0900.  At  1020  CTO  8.3  ordered  the  attack  group  of  five  B-26' a baaed  at  Port 
Randall  to  attaok  the  enemy  carrier*  with  torpedo**.  Thl*  Group  baoaae  eeparated. 
Only  two  of  the  pi an* a mad*  contact  on  the  enemy  foree.  Neither  mad*  aucoeaa- 
ful  attaok*.  On*  B-IS  waa  loat  operationally.  Meanwhile,  the  five  B-2C'a 
which  had  been  launohed  at  0900  returned  to  Port  Glenn  at  11B8  having  failed, 
owing  to  bad  weather  oonditiona,  to  diaoover  the  target. 

At  1340  an  attaok  group  of  five  B-17' a eaoerted  by  on*  LB-30  plane  equipped 
with  radar,  departed  from  Port  Randall  on  a aonroh-ettaok  mioalon  aouthweat  of 
Umnak.  About  thia  time  on*  B-17,  which  had  been  left  behind  at  Port  Randall, 
and  ona  which  had  bean  *■ signed  to  the  Navy,  determined  to  make  a joint  effort 
to  attaok  the  Japanoeo  carrier  group.  Saoh  appear  to  have  bean  armed  with  four 
800-pound  bomba.  They  looeted  the  target,  but  on*  B-17  waa  loat  in  attaoklng. 
Although  th*  other  B-17  claimed  on*  diraet  hit,  auoh  apparently  waa  not  th*  oaaa, 
for  th*  Japanaaa  report  no  hit*  mad*. 

While  the  above  attaok*  war*  ooourrlng,  th*  Japan***  were  proceeding  toward 
Dutch  Harbor  In  ordar  to  oontinu*  the  dcetruotlon  made  tha  prevloui  day.  At 
1853  an  enemy  air  attaok  group,  wnioh  the  Army  eatliuated  to  oonalet  of  ten 
bomber*  and  aixtaan  fighter*,  atruok  Dutoh  Harbor.  On  their  return  to  their 
oarriera,  four  diva  bomber*  and  four  fighter*  ware  aighted  over  th*  airfield 
at  Fort  Glenn.  They  worn  attaokod  by  eight  P-40'a.  The  Army  fighter  pilot* 
claimed  that  in  thia  action  thay  ahot  down  uhraa  diva  bomber*  and  on*  fighter, 
and  loat  two  fighters.  Tha  Japanaaa  admit  tha  loae  of  two  bombers  and  two 
fighteru,  which  verified  cloaaly  th*  American  claim. 

At  1840  another  attaok  group  of  five  B-26 'a  armed  with  torpeioea  took 
off  from  Fort  Glann  on  an  attaok  miaalon.  Three  of  thaaa  planes  looatad  tha 
enemy  and  dropped  two  torpedooa  agulnat  a cruiser.  Although  one  jura  hit  and 
one  probable  hit  were  olalaod,  no  hita  actually  were  made. 
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At  1900  the  1340  B-17  group  from  Fort  Randall  which  had  dapartad 
on  a aeeroh-attaok  miaaion  landed  at  Fort  Glenn,  having  baan  uaauooaaaful 
In  looatlng  tha  Japaneae  taak  foroa. 

Owing  to  tha  neoeaalty  for  ataging  tha  attack  aircraft  through  tha 
fialda  moat  auitably  plaoad  with  raapaot  to  tha  anany' a poiition,  tha  j 

looatlon  of  tha  plaaaa  frequently  ohangad.  At  tha  and  of  Juaa  4th  tha  j 

Air  Striking  Oroup  waa  dlapoaad  aa  followai  Fort  Olenn  aaran  P-40' a,  aight 
B-ZS'ai  Fort  Randall  twanty-flvo  F-40'a,  twelve  3-2fl'a,  fin  B-17'e  and  ona 
LB-30.  In  additlon«  thara  wara  at  Fort  Randall  two  B-171 a and  ona  LB-30 
aaaignad  to  tha  Navy.  Ona  of  thaaa  LB-30 'a  waa  hoavlly  damaged  in  landing 
at  Kodiak  and  waa  inoperative. 

No  oontaota  appear  to  hare  boon  made  on  tha  Japaneaa  taak  group  after 
lta  departure  from  tha  Duteh  Harbor  vicinity,  although  a radar  oontaot  waa 
reported  on  heavy  oruiaara  by  a Navy  patrol  plana  at  0135  June  6th.  After 
reoelpt  of  this  oontaot,  three  wavea  of  Army  boiubera  left  Fort  Randall  to 
attaok.  Tha  firat  wave  ooapoaed  of  five  B-17' a and  ona  LB  (radar  equipped) 
dapartad  at  0630|  tha  aaoond  wave  of  aix  B-B6'a  departed  at  0?30»  the  third 
wave  of  aix  B-Bfl'a  departed  at  0010.  No  oontaota  ware  made  aa  the  report 
waa  apparently  falaa,  and  tha  plaaaa  returned  to  Fort  Raudall. 

Both  OTQ  S.l  and  CTO  8.3  oontinuod  to  make  oxtenulve  air  eoarehea  beth 
day  and  night.  No  verified  oontaota  ware  made  until  June  10th,  whan  enemy 
foroaa  wara  llaoovered  in  both  Xiaka  and  Attu  by  Navy  patrol  plaaaa.  Tha 
laet  aoourate  report  oenoerning  tha  looatlon  of  TO  8.3  planea  during  thia 
period  la  dated  June  9th.  At  tha  and  of  tha  day  thara  ware  eighteen  P-40'a, 
eeven  F-36'a  and  aaven  B-Bfl'a  at  Fort  Olaani  and  twwnty-four  P-40' a,  aeven 
B-17'a  and  aixteen  B-Bfl'a  at  Fort  Randall.*  Thaaa  figurea  lndioate  tha  oon- 
atantly  ohanging  plana  looationa  naoaaaary  to  oonduot  tha  daairad  air  opera- 
tional and  ahow  the  ohanging  loglatioa  raquiramanta  at  aaoh  baae.' 

The  Army  oomaanood  attaoking  Kiaka  June  11th  on  whioh  day  both  Army 
heavy  boabara  and  Navy  patrol  plaaaa  made  bombing  attaoka.  Tha  '\rrny  attaok 
group  oonalatad  of  five  B-8  4’a  whioh  doparted  from  Fort  Randall  at  0225.  and 
of  aix  B-17' a whioh  departed  from  Fort  Randall  at  0905.**  Thaaa  groupa 
war*  fueled  at  Fort  Olenn  on  route  to  Xiaka  and  then  attaokod  aoparataly. 

The  B-24'a  attaokod  at  th*  name  time  aa  the  patrol  planoa.  Th*  B-B4'a 
attaokod  firat  at  an  altitude  of  1800  foot.  The  enemy  fire  waa  aoourato, 
and  thoy  ahot  down  tha  leader.  Tha  four  remalulng  B-24'a  than  lnoreaaed 
altitude  to  18,000  feat  and  attaoked  again.  While  they  wara  attaoking,  they 
noted  Patron  43  attaoking  at  much  lower  altitude.  Tha  aix  B-17'a  attaoked 
later.  Tha  aotual  time  of  tha  attaok  la  not  rooerdod.  However,  tha  B-17' a 
returned  to  Fort  Olonn,  arriving  thara  at  about  K165. 

0T0  8.3  reported  in  hie  1486  doapatoh  that  Xiaka  waa  beyond  effective 
rang*  of  B-17 'a.  He  later  amplified  thia  at  BS36  to  eay  that  although  th* 
diotano*  to  th*  objeotive  area  allowed  no  margin  for  eoaroh  and  oombat,  ho 
would  oontinuo  to  employ  th*  B-17'a  to  bomb  Xiaka.  Ha  pointed  out  in  the 
aame  doapatoh  that  B-B4'a  had  a range  approximately  400  milea  groator  than 
tha  B-17' a. 

♦Alaekan  Mr  Defenee  andf The  Japaneaa  TnvaTTorTo?  tha  Aleutiane,  Army  Air 

Foroa  Hiatorioal  Studiaa  #4  April  1943,  p.llB 

**War  Diary  ComfitRon  42  May  28th  to  June  30th,  1942. 
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On  June  12th*  fir*  additional  8-26 'e  arrived  at  Fort  Randall 
nakinf  tha  nuuabar  available  thara  twenty -two.* 

Air  attaoka  by  TO  8,3  appoer  to  hav*  baan  made  on  tha  18th  and  tha 
14th,  On  tha  13th  A ray  bombara  attacked  (hipping  in  tha  Kiaka  araa 
rathor  than  tha  bate  itoolf  owing  to  tha  opposition  offered  by  Japanese 
fighter i.  On  tha  14th,  seven  Array  heavy  bombers  attaokad  Kiaka,  In 
both  eaaaa,  tha  information  concerning  these  attaoka  is  incomplete,** 


e * • 

•••At  0926  Juno  3rd,  whan  tha  Uidway  Occupation  Force  had  bean  con- 
tacted off  Midway,  CTF  6 in  tha  NA8HVILLE  with  TO  6,6,  Main  Body,  consist- 
ing of  tho  NASHVILLE  (F),  INDIANAPOLIS,  LOUISVILLE,  HONOLULU,  ST.  LOUIS, 
ORlDLnr,  MCCALL,  3ILMER,  HUlfPHPEYI,  aoeompsnlad  by  tha  oiler  SABINE,  waa 
operating  in  tha  approaches  to  tha  Kodlek-Ksnni  Peninsula,  While  opera- 
ting  in  thia  area  ha  maintained  atriot  radio  silence.  Ha  waa  kept  informed 
aa  to  tha  activities  of  his  mere  important  groups  and  units  through  radio 
interoeption  and  by  diroot  massages  from  them,  Ho  had  hoard  at  0609  of  a 
0346  attaok  on  Dutch  Harbor  by  four  bombara  and  fourteen  flghtars.  At 
0642  ha  had  learned  that  Dutch  Harbor  attaok  had  baan  oemplatod  at  0416 
whan  the  Japanaee  aircraft  dapartad  to  the  northward.  Ho  know  that  hie 
commander*,  and  in  particular  CTO  8,1  at  Kodiak,  war*  bending  all  effort* 
to  looat*  the  sassy  carrier*  which  war*  believed  to  be  in  the  Baring  Baa, 

At  about  1016  ha  wac  informed  by  OKAS  Dutch  Harbor  that  an  cnaoy  oarriar 
had  baan  reported  couth  of  the  Aleutians  heading  cast  to  attaok  Dutoh  Harborj 
that  although  the  report  wac  unconfirmed,  it  eras  believed  to  b*  oorreot. 

During  the  time  of  tha  above  battles  and  scarohas  CTF  6 maintained 
radio  •llaxna.  Students  of  warfare  would  be  interacted  in  learning  his 
roaotlone  to  tha  reduotion  Imposed  on  hie  freedom  of  action  by  the  desira- 
bility of  auintalning  radio  ■ilenoe.  This  was  a situation  which  paralleled 
that  of  Admiral  Yamamoto  in  the  battla  then  eossaeaeing  off  Midway,  Ha 
oust  have  wished  to  aupcrvla*  the  operations.  He  must  have  fait  that  by 
breaking  radio  ailenoe  ha  might  thereby  expos*  his  poaltion  to  tha  Japanese 
and  thereby  compromise  his  plan.  At  this  time  CTF  6 still  believed  that 
the  enemy's  plans  oslled  first  for  a aoisure  of  Umnak-Dutoh  Harbor-Cold  Bey 
Area,  and  later  for  a probable  eelsure  of  the  Kodlak-Kenel  Peninsula,  The 
air  attaok  made  in  the  morning  of  June  3rd  hed  tended  to  oonflnm  this  belief. 
He  appear*  to  have  felt  that  the  enemy  operations  wtr*  proosedlng  aooording 
to  his  expectations,  that  therefor*  his  plan  was  sound  and  no  ohanges  therein 
wars  nsoassary,  for  ho  took  no  aetlon. 

At  about  2112  ha  rsoslved  word  from  OKAS  Kodiak  stating  the  belief 
that  although  tha  Dutch  Harbor  attaok  had  oomo  from  small  oarrlern  In  tha 
Bering  6ea,  the  major  striking  group  waa  south  of  the  Aleutians  preparing 
to  launoh  an  attaok  on  Dutoh  Harbor  or  Cold  Boy. 

•War  Diary,  bomFatRon  TIT  Uay  IRE  to  Juno  s6tk,  1942. 

••War  Diary,  Commander  NorthWostSoaFrontior,  June  1942, 

•••The  major  portion  of  tho  information  oonosrnlng  CTF  8 and  TO  6,6  was  ob- 
tained from  CTF  8,  War  Diary,  Juno  1942, 
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Some  time  on  Juno  3rd  ho  aont  on  of floor  maeaenger  by  plono  to 
Kodiak  to  daliver  a memorandum  to  hla  task  group  ooamandora,  CTO  8,1, 

8.2  and  8.3  who  had  thoir  hoadquartara  thoro.  Thia  memorandum  * tat ad 
in  part  thati 

(a)  Xt  waa  iaporatlTO  that  thoy  furalah  hln  with  ooaploto  informa- 
tion oonoornlag  tho  oporationa* 

(b)  That  aa  ho  waa  maintaining  radio  alloaoo  by  noooaaity  ho  did 
not  want  than  to  aoad  hln  a algnal,  "unJeao  othorwlao  dlrootod, 
oortaln  aotion  will  bo  taken."  Bo  oppoood  thla  typo  of  doapatoh 
on  tho  ground  that  It  required  brooking  radio  allonoo  or  tho 
assumption  oa  tho  part  of  tho  aondor  that  if  no  anawor  la  ro- 
oolawd  orr  g waa  la  full  aaoord  with  tho  aotion  takon.  Ho 
furthor  atatod  that  ouoh  aa  aaauaption  oould  wall  bo  inoorroot. 

At  0463  Juno  4th  CTF  8 intersected  a doapatoh  whloh  indloatod  a 
Japonoao  foroo  in  Lot.  80°-07'  N, , Long.  1 * W.  Thla  waa  ampliflod 
Into  two  oarrlora  with  aupporting  ahlpa.  At  0338  ho  latorooptod  a doapatoh 
from  CTO  8.3  to  hla  air  oonmander  "attaok  immediately."  Bo  muat  have 
folt  oau) aflad  that  tho  oltuation  waa  progroaalag  aooordlng  to  plan.  At 
0013  ho  waa  Informed  by  Dutoh  Harbor  that  tho  enoay  foroo  oonalated  of 
ono  oarrlor,  two  erulaora,  throo  doatroyora,  in  fair  vlalbillty,  on  oourao 
,380  dograoa  wltn  low  pi  ana  a ou  douk*  Ho  mot  haro  beooaa  dooply  oonoornod, 
for  aororal  houra  olapaed  be fora  ha  hoard  anything  noro  doflnlto  oonoornlag 
thla  enamy  taak  group.  Than  ha  waa  lnformod  that  at  0800  tho  enoay  appeared 
to  hare  boon  In  Lot.  8fl°-S3 • H,,  Long.  189°-58'  W.  Thla  poaltlon  waa  about 
30  mlloa  nearer  Dutoh  Barber  than  tho  aotual  poaltlon.  Ko  know  that  hla 
forooo  wore  endeavoring  to  oontaot  aoout  and  attaok  thla  group,  but  ao  far 
to  ao  arall.  He  waited  throughout  tho  day  for  roporta  of  ouoooaaful  notion, 
but  ho  hoard  nothing  thereon  aa  oontooti  wore  loot  and  hla  attaoklng  air 
group*  failed  to  find  tho  target.  Dutoh  Harbor  waa  attaokod  thia  day  for 
tho  aooond  time  by  tho  Japaneaa  oarrier  group.  Tho  flaah  report  of  thla 
attaok  appoara  to  have  reaohed  CTF  8,  at  1910.  At  1733  CTF  3 In  tho 
NASHV1LLB  and  with  tho  OR  I DU  Y aa  eaoort  prooeoded  to  Kodiak  to  diaouaa  the 
developing  altuatlon  with  hie  taak  group  oonoandora,  CTO  8.1,  CTO  8,2  and 
CTO  3.3,  Hla  radio  alienee  had  beoome  too  reatrlotive. 

At  0300  on  the  morning  of  June  8th  he  waa  informed  by  CTO  8,1  that  at 
1823  the  preoedlng  day  tho  enamy  waa  oontaotad  90  ailea  aouthweat  of  Otter 
Point.  It  ooneiated  of  one  OV  and  one  CA  with  other  supporting  unite.  It 
waa  attaoked  with  undetermined  reeulta  after  whloh  it  oould  not  again  ba 
looated.  At  0430  ha  Interoopted  a doapatoh  from  tho  CASCO  to  CRAB  Kodiak 
whloh  indloatod  that  at  1380  Juno  4th  tho  enemy  oonalated  of  two  CV,  two 
OA  and  throo  DD.  and  deaoribod  thoir  formation.  All  of  thla  muat  haro  bean 
extremely  oonfuelng  to  him  and  to  hie  subordinate  ooamandora.  Tt  waa 
evident  that  roporta  and  oomnunioatlona  wore  being  doloyod.  Ho  oould  not 
at  thia  time  ba  aura  of  tho  ooaipoaltion  of  tho  onoaiy  forooo.  Sinoe  thla 
laat  report  waa  moat  doflnlto,  it  la  proaumod  that  ho  gaeo  more  weight  to 


this  report  than  to  tha  others.  Whet  he  aotually  thought  et  this  time 
la  not  available,  Throughout  tho  6th  ho  intercepted  numerous  despatches 
whioh  signified  that  his  ooanand  was  making  an  all-out  effort  to  looate  tho 
meaty.  However,  no  verified  oentaots  were  made  on  that  day.  At  0468 
June  6th  OTP  8 in  the  NAS  WILLS  with  ORIELS?  rejoined  TO  6.6. 

At  0617  on  Juno  6th  ho  resolved  a despatoh  from  OSAS  Dutch  Harbor 
reporting  eight  destroyers  and  two  heavy  oruisers  in  Let*  BSO-to*  M,, 

Long*  1780-10'  f.  at  0116*  lhis  despatch  whioh  was  completely  in  error 
sust  have  been  quite  confusing  to  him,  as  it  indicated  that  tho  Japanese 
forces  were  apparently  in  considerable  strength  and  were  converging  on 
Dutch  Harbor  fro*  both  the  Bering  Sea  and  aouth  of  the  Aleutians  la  the 
aanner  originally  estiaated  on  June  Srd  by  OTO  8*1.  This  despatoh  alerted 
all  searoh  and  attack  groups  bath  air  and  surface  in  the  area*  Searches 
were  aerie i attack  groups  stood  by*  but  there  were  no  sore  oentaots.  The 
original  report  was  false) 

Nothing  of  inportanoc  occurred  on  June  7th.  At  1986  OTP  6*  in  the 
HA81T/ILLI  with  the  INDIANAPOLIS  and  ORIDLIT,  proceeded  once  more  to  Kodiak 
for  oonforenoe  with  his  task  group  ooauando rs  baaed  there*  He  arrived  at 
0487  June  8th  and  oonferred  with  OTO  8*1*  CTO  6.8  and  OTO  6.6*  Following 
this  oonforenoe  he  informed  CTO  8.4  and  Dutoh  Harbor  by  despatoh  that  he 
was  to  be  joined  by  CTf  16,  and  dlreoted  CTO  8*4  to  prepare  to  join  hin 
with  all  but  two  old  destroyers*  He  also  directed  that  after  1600  Jun»  16th, 

TP  16  end  TO  6*4  would  be  integrated  with  his  own  ooamaad,  TO  6*6,  into 

an  enlarged  TO  6*6.  He  then  notified  CTO'S  8*1,  8*1  end  8.3  that  TP  16 
oonsisted  of  two  OV,  five  OA,  one  OL  and  nine  DD,  and  that  onoe  the  merger 

of  forces  was  effected  he  planned  to  engage  decisively  the  enemy  foroes 

In  the  Aleutlen-Alaaka  area  or  retiring  therefrom.  He  further  instructed 
OTO  8*1  to  looate  and  scout  the  two  ona^  carrier  taak  foroes  operating 
in  tho  Aleutian  area*  Ha  statfd  that  he  wiahad  to  looate  Ahe  carrier  taak 
forcas  as  primary  objectives  and  tho  transports  and  train  as  secondary  ob- 
jaotlves*  Ha  ordsrod  offactlvo  starches  to  bo  made  to  600  miles  from  Atka 
and  to  400  mlloo  north  and  south  of  Aloutlan-Alaska  Peninsula  to  tho  east- 
ward of  Atka  meridian* 

At  1114  CTr  8.  who  at  0686  had  shifted  his  flag  to  tho  INDIANAPOLIS, 
loft  Kodiak  In  oompany  with  tho  NA8HVILL!  and  ORIDLIT  to  rejoin  TO  8*6* 
Nothing  of  inportanoc  occurred  during  the  remainder  of  tho  day* 

At  0806  Juns  9th  OTP  8 in  tho  INDIANAPOLIS  with  tho  NASHVILLI  and 
ORIDLIT  rejoined  TO  8.6,  and  all  ships  as  they  booamo  aval  labia  ooouonood 
fueling  from  tho  SABIHB*  fueling  was  completed  abeut  1848,  Nothing  fur- 
ther of  Interest  occurred  during  tho  day.'  However,  as  no  omtaota  had  boon 
nado  on  enemy  forces  for  sent  days,  it  was  assumed  that  tho  snoaqr  had  re- 
tired temporarily* 

QTT  6 continued  operating  with  TO  8.6  in  tho  designated  area  south  Of 
Kodiak  throughout  tho  10th.  He  received  word  that  four  unidentified  ships 
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had  been  smb  In  Xiaka  Harbor,  on*  of  whioh  m a oruiatr  and  ona  a 
daatroysr.  Alao  at  1034  ha  raoaired  w ret  from  CINCPAO  that  TF  16  would 
not,  for  tha  praaant,  prooaad  to  tha  Alautiana,  but  would  inataad  r amain 
naar  ita  praaant  randatroua  off  Midway,  and  that  TF  1?  would  raturn  to 
Paarl  Hafbor  on  June  13th.  Uaanwhilo,  ha  lntaroeptad  daapatohaa  whioh 
Indloatad  that  CTO  9*1  m andearoring  to  idantify  tha  ahipa  at  Xiaka, 

At  1016  ha  reeaired  word  from  CTO  9.2  of  a Tokyo  broadcast  whioh  olalmad 
tha  Japanaaa  had  ooauplad  two  plaoaa  in  Alaaka.  CTO  8.2  au|{oatad  that 
thaaa  plaoaa  might  bo  Xiaka  and  Attu. 

At  0104  Juna  11th,  CTF  8 doapatohad  tha  dootroyar  HUMPKRiifS  to 
Point  Blow  to  ahaaga  tha  trandaavoua  with  TO  8.4  to  Point  Afina,  lot.  *5°- 
00*  N.,  Long,  17I°-0C'  W.  During  tha  11th  OTP  8 rooaivad  roporta  whioh 
Indloatad  that  tha  Japanaaa  fores  at  Xiaka  oonalatad  of  ona  CA,  two  CL, 
ona  DD  and  aix  tranaporta,  and  that  a largo  anamy  foroa  waa  at  Attu.  Ita 
aotod  that  bombing  attaoka  on  Xiaka  wora  baing  mad*  by  fha  TO  S.3  from 
Port  Clann  and  by  plaaoa  of  TO  8,1.  Ha  alao  waa  informed  through  an 
lntaroaptad  daapatoh  that  tha  aaaay  had  landad  on  Attu  and  Kiak*  and 
appaarad  to  h»vo  a land  baaad  alrfiald  on  Xiaka, 

It  wa*  oath#  11th  that  CINCPAC  icauod  what  appaara  to  hava  b««o  a 
diraot  ordar  to  GTQ  8.2  rathar  than  to  CTP  8,  to  maka  maximum  uaa  of 
aubmarinaa  in  Kiaka-Attu  araa,  ha  did  thla  booauao  CTF  8 waa  operating 
at  aaa  undar  oonditlona  of  radio  ailonoo* 

At  1731  Juna  11th  CTP  8 prooaadad  with  TP  8 towards  a rands avous  at 
0700  Juna  13th  In  Lat.  48°-00»  N,,  Lopg.  1?2°~00'  W. 

At  0310  Juna  12th  CTF  8 daapatohad  tha  daatroyar  MG  CALL  to  Point 
Blow  to  ohanga  tha  rendearoua  to  Point  Baiter,  Lat.  43°-00'  N. , Long. 170°- 
00*  IT. 

Nothing  ftlaa  of  importanea  appaara  to  hara  ooourrad  on  Juno  12th 
axoaptlag  mora  amplifloation  of  tha  Japanaaa  aotlritloa  on  Kioka  and 
Attu  and  ra porta  of  bombing  of  Installations  and  forooo  thoro  by  both  Army 
and  Navy  plana* • CTF  8 waa  adriaad  that  aoeordlag  to  CTO  8,3  Xiaka  waa 
bayoad  affaoblvs  rang*  of  B-17  plana*.  Ha  would,  howarar,  do  hi*  bait  with 
tham  and  with  his  B-24'a.  Ha  wa*  alio  adriaad  that  Coomandsr  Northwwat 
Baa  Prontlar  waa  doing  hla  utmost  to  obtain  rainforoamanta  to  anaura  aafaty 
of  Alaaka,  At  1228  CTF  8 lntaroaptad  a daapatoh  from  CINCPAO  to  CTO  8,1 
and  CTO  6.2  to  lnoluda  CTF  8 a*  information  addraaass  on  all  raports.  This 
ahowa  how  oloasly  CINOPAC  waa  following  tha  operations  in  tha  Aleutians. 

CTP  8 with  CTO  0,6  waa  at  2400  in  Lat,  44°-06'  N.,  Long,  165°-60'  W.  bearing 
I770  (t),  distant  660  ailaa  from  Dutoh  Harbor, 

Nothing  of  importanoa  ooourrad  on  Juna  14th  excepting  that  the 
HUMPHREYS  rejoined  after  haring  failed  to  looata  TO  8,4,  Both  TO  8,4  and 
6,6  continued  on  toward*  their  randaaroua  tha  following  day  from  whioh 
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position  thoy  would  retire  to  tho  eastward.  Aftor  rondesvouaing.  TO  8*6 
would  oonslst  of  tho  INDIANAPOLIS  (F),  LOUISVILLE,  NASHVILLE,  HONOLULU, 

ST.  LOUIS,  ORIDLEY,  OILMEN,  HUMPHREYS,  MC  CALL,  OASE,  REID,  BROOKS,  SANDS, 

TALBOT,  KANE  tad  KINO  and  tho  oilor  SABINE. 

* * o 

i> 

At  0086  Juno  3rd,  oil  of  tho  destroyers  of  TO  8,4  exeeptiag  tho  HATERS 
and  KINO  woro  at  anchor  la  Makuahin  Bay,  Uhalaaka  I aland.  Oa  Juno  4th  tho  ' ,t 

HATERS  and  KINO  stood  in  and  anohorod,  TO  8,4  was  now  oomploto,  and  oonalatod  \ 

at  this  timo  of  Doadiv  6 (tomporary)  REID,  BROOKS,  SANDS,  KINO  and  Desdiv  6 ; 

(temporary)  OASE,  KANE,  DENT,  TALBOT  and  HATERS.  OTO  8.4  was  in  tho  0A8S.  ; 

D urine  Juno  4th,  6th,  8th  and  7th,  nothing  dirootly  af footing  tho 
dostroyora  ooourrod.  On  Juno  8th,  OTO  8.4  wot  diraotad  to  join  CTF  8 at 
randoavoua  Point  Blow  Lat,  48°-00'  N«,  Long,  178°-00'  w.  Ha  tharofora  oon- 
manood  rofuollng  hla  command.  On  tho  aarar  day  ha  aant  tho  TALBOT  and  BROOKS 
to  Dutoh  Harbor  for  fual.  On  Juna  9th  ha  aant  tha  REID,  SANDS,  KANE  and  KING 
to  Dutoh  Harbor  and  tha  DENT  to  Qhernofakt  Harbor,  Uhalatka  I aland  for  fual. 

On  Juna  10th  tho  BROOKS  and  TALBOT  returned  to  Maleuihln  Bay,  Upon  their  i 

return  OTO  0.4,  in  tho  OASE,  with  tho  BROOKS  and  TALBOT,  departed  Makuahin 
Bay  at  2100  to  randoavoua  with  CTF  8,  At  about  0486  Juno  11th  tho  REID,  KANE, 

KINO  and  8ANDS,  which  had  departed  Dutoh  Harbor  for  this  purpose,  rendesvouaed 
with  OTO  6.4,  TO  8,4  waa  now  oomploto,  with  tho  exception  of  the  DENT  and 
VIATERS,  which  had  boon  dirootod  to  take  station  in  Ssguam  Pass  aa  marker  ahlpa 
for  paaiage  of  friendly  naval  forooa  through  tho  Aleutian!  in  low  visibility. 

After  randoavoua mg,  OTO  S.4  oontinuad  on  toward  Point  Blow  whoro  ha  ar- 
rived on  tho  afternoon  of  Juno  12th.  Ho  remained  there  tho  remainder  of  that 
day  and  all  of  June  13th,  At  0400  June  14th  he  waa  Joined  by  the  destroyer 
MO  CALL,  whloh  diraotad  him  to  proceed  with  TO  6.4  to  a new  rendaivoua  Point 
Baker,  Lat.  43° -00'  N.,  Long, '170°  W.  He  immediately  prooeeded  to  oarry  out 
these  new  instructions,  and  arrived  at  Point  Baker  that  evening. 

On  tha  following  morning  June  16th  at  about  0410  ha  joined  OTO  B.6  in 
Lat,  42°-B0'  N.,  Long.  189°-40»  W. 

* » * 


a 


At  002b  Juno  3rd  TO  8.5,  Submarine  Oroup  wai  on  station  aa  follow* i 
8-18  and  S-36  in  the  southern  approach  Umnak  Paaij  S-23  and  S-34  north 
of  Umnak  Paasi  S-27  and  3-20  in  the  approaohei  to  Cold  Bay.  During  thia 
time  nothing  unuiual  ooourred  and  no  hoitila  oontaota  were  made. 

On  June  11th  TO  8,6  waa  ordarad  to  return  to  Dutoh  Harbor  fur  replenish* 
ment  prior  to  taking  now  positions  to  tha  westward.  Tha  S-36  arrived  there 
on  Juno  llthi  tho  S-18,  3-83,  S-29,  Sl!l4  and  praauaably  tha  S-27  on  Juna  12th. 
Thia  waa  in  purauanoa  of  au  order  from  CINCPAO  directing  tha  submarines  to  taka 
maximum  offensive  notion  against  tha  enemy  definitely  located  at  Kiaka  and 
believed  also  to  have  landed  at  Attu. 


I 
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On  the  evening  of  Juno  11th  tho  S-SS  departed  Dutoh  Harbor  for  patrol 
station  off  Risk*.  On  Juno  12th  tho  3-18,  3-23  and  S-34  dopartod  Dutoh  Harbor 
for  patrol  station  off  Attu.  Tho  3-28  dopartod  for  patrol  station  off  Risks. 
Ho  Information  Is  available  ooroerning  tho  operations  of  tho  3-27, 


On  Juno  14th  all  of  these  submarine*  were  at  sea  en  rout*  to  the  above 
stations.  On  this  data  tho  patrol  station  of  tho  8-18  was  ohangsd  by  Gomaub- 
div  41  from  Attu  to  Lot.  53°-00'  N,,  Long.  179°-00'  W. 


At  0086  Juno  3rd  TO  8,2  was  Banning  patrol  stations  north,  west  and  south 
of  Dutoh  Harbor  as  shown  on  Diagraos  "B"  and  "0H , Its  funotion  was  to  aot  as 
early  warning  piokets  to  looato  enemy  air  groups,  transports  and  oovorlng 
oruisors  approaohing  the  Onnak-Dutoh  Harbor-Cold  Bay  area.  This  group  had 
failed  to  looato  tho  Japanoio  Seoond  Mobile  Task  Croup  in  its  approaoh  to 
Dutoh  Harbor  that  morning  for  reasons  previously  stated. 


OTP  8 on  May  31st  had  designated  CTO  8,2  as  his  personal  representative 
to  perform  the  duties  of  ooordinator  of  loglstlos.  He  also  had  direoted  him 
to  aot  as  his  personal  representative  to  take  neosssary  notion  in  minor 
administrative  naval  matters.  Throughout  the  period  of  this  analysis  there 
Is  oonsiderable  evldenos  of  the  nativities  of  CTO  8,2  in  this  regard,* 


CTO  8,2  was  also  Commander  Alaskan  Seotor  and  as  suoh  was  Commander 
northwestern  Sea  Frontier's  representative  in  the  Alaska-Aleutian  area.  In 
this  assignment  he  was  oharged  with  the  administration  of  the  naval  bases  in 
fhe  area,  with  anti-submarine  measures  and  with  oouvoy  and  routl  g.  There  is 
also  oonsiderable  evidenoe  of  his  aotivities  in  this  matter  but  io  information 
concerning  these  aotivities  dlreotly  la  available. 


TO  8,2  appears  to  have  remained  on  the  same  stations  on  the  4th  that  it 
oooupled  on  June  3rd,  It  again  failed  to  oontaet  the  Japanese  Seoond  Mobile 
Foroe  as  it  moved  to  within  air  striking  range  of  Dutoh  Harbor,  This  was  due 
to  the  faot  that  it  was  not  oorreotly  placed  to  interoept  ships  oomlng  from 
the  southwest.  The  Seoond  Mobile  Task  Croup  appears  to  have  passed  to  the 
westward  of  tho  pioket  line,  end  to  have  operated  in  that  area  for  keveral 
hours. 


Unfortunately  there  are  no  reoords  available  oonoernlng  the  operations 
of  TO  8,2.  However,  it  ia  presumed  that  throughout  the  period  of  this  report 
the  patrol  vessels  remained  on  their  pioket  stations,  and  that  OTQ  8,2  remained 
at  Kodiak,  performing  the  dual  functions  of  CTC  8,2  and  Commander  Alaskan 
Seotor. 


•Ws,  "Serial  ToS  of  May  SlsT,  "Imz  to  CTO  4,2, 
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THB  EFFECTS  OF  THE  BATTLE 


The  Battle  of  Midway  wfti,  despite  tha  aaiauro  of  Attu  and  Rieka  In 
tha  Aleutians,  an  overwhelming  American  atrategioal  and  taotioal  viotory. 

By  daatroying  four  of  Japan' a fineat  airoraft  oarriora  together  with  many 
of  her  beat  pilote  it  deprived  the  Japaneae  Navy  of  a large  and  vital 
portion  of  her  powerful  oarrier  atriking  foroei  it  had  a stimulating  effect 
on  the  morale  of  the  Amerioan  fighting  foroaaf  it  rauat  have  had  a cohering 
effeot  on  the  morale  of  thoae  membera  of  the  Japaneae  fighting  foroea  who 
witnaaaed  the  deatruotion  of  the  four  oarrlerej  It  atopped  the  Japaneae  ex« 
panel on  to  the  eaat)  it  put  en  end  to  Japaneae  offensive  aotion  which  had 
been  all  oonquering  for  the  firat  aix  monthu  of  war)  it  reatorad  the 
balance  of  naval  power  in  the  Paoifio  which  thereafter  steadily  shifted 
to  favor  the  Amerioan  eidei  and  it  taraovod  the  threat  to  Hawaii  and  to  the 
west  ooaifc  of  the  United  State# « 

The  Battle  oauaed  two  great  ehangea  in  Japaneae  naval  policy.  One 
of  these  oonuemed  rteoieive  naval  aotion,  the  other  the  oonoept  of  the 
organisation  of  the  fleet.  As  has  been  pointed  out,  CinC  Combined  float 
desired  to  fight  a decisive  navel  aotion  with  the  Amerioan  fleet  at  tha 
earliest  poaaible  moment  and  before  Amerioan  oonatruotion  oould  overwhelm 
the  Japanese  fleet  by  shear  foroa  of  numbers,  lie  now  wait  l’oroed  to  give 
up  the  idea  of  holding  such  a fleet  engagement  at  an  early  daU  and  in 
remote  waters.  He  waa  instead  foroed  to  wait  until  the  Americans  took  the 
offensive,  and  owing  to  the  loss  of  hia  oarriera  he  was  restrioted  to  waters 
much  nearer  the  Empire.  Thus  it  waa  that  the  Japanese  were  foroed  to  a 
defensive  role.  This  waa  e diftinot  strategical  auooesa  for  the  United 
State* , The  other  great  ohange,  th#  one  oonoerninE  the  otnoept  of  the 
organisation  of  the  float,  plaood  more  emphauti  upon  oarriera  than  upon 
battleship*.  Prior  to  Midway,  th#  Japatuae  had  given  ”.-ir  battleship*  th# 
primary  emphaais,  After  Midway  they  reversed  thia  beoauae  they  found  that 
battleahipa  ware  nut  effective  unit*  without  adequate  air  auperiority,  and 
that  air  auperiority  oould  only  be  obtained  at  aoit  in  the  pelagio  areas  by 
oarrier  aircraft. 

The  damage  to  the  prestige  of  the  Japanese  Navy  waa  ao  groat  aa  to  oaue* 
th#  Japaneae  to  suppress  the  truth  about  Midway  from  their  own  people.  They 
felt  that  the  effeot  on  their  publlo  would  be  exootdingly  harmful  in  loei  of 
hope,  in  disappointment,  and  In  will  to  viotory.  They  euooeeded  v*ry  well  In 
this  aim,  and  it  waa  only  at  th#  war1 a end  that  the  Japan##*  publio  were 
allowed  to  know  th#  truth. 

The  Amerioan  publio,  on  th#  other  hand,  were  fully  advised  at  to  the 
magnitude  and  importance  of  the  Midway  viotory.  Thia  had  a moat  ealutary 
effeot  on  tholr  morale  whloh,  until  new,  had  been  forced  to  bear  eom#  rather 
heavy  blows. 
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Howevsr,  ths  Aaerioan  publlo  was  not  antirely  aatisfied.  The  asisure 
by  tha  Japanasa  of  both  Attu  and  Klska  in  tha  Aleutians,  and  the  resultant 
threat  to  Alaska  did  not  pass  unnoticed.  Popular  olamor  appoars  to  have 
had  some  affect,  despite  the  shortage  of  oombatant  foroea,  on  the  deoision 
of  tha  American  hiBh  ooramand  to  expel  the  Japanese  from  thr  Aleutians  at 
the  same  time  that  offensive  operations  ware  necessarily  being  carried  out 
in  tha  Solomon  Islands* 

Tha  Japanasa  employed  the  Aleutian  operation  to  kindle  tha  Nation's 
resolve  to  victory*  The  seisure  of  American  territory  was  given  great 
emphasis  in  tha  Japanese  press,  and  asrvad  to  support  Japan's  contentions 
that  aha  was  all-powerful  in  Asia* 
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1.  The  Battle  of  Midway  was  brought  on  la  part  by  tha  raid  on  Tokyo, 
April  8,  1042,  and  in  part  by  tha  Japanese  belief  that  they  had  been 
successful  in  the  Battle  of  the  Coral  Sea  one  month  later.  The  raid 
on  Tokyo  was  not  designed  to  accomplish  nor  did  it  accomplish  any 
important  material  damage  to  Japanese  installations,  however,  it 
raised  the  morale  of  the  Allies  which  at  the  time,  owing  to  Far 
Eastern  defeats,  was  low.  The  Battle  of  the  Coral  Sea  resulted  in 
the  loss  of  one  large  Amerioan  carrier  and  slight  damage  to  another 
and  in  tha  loss  of  one  sa»ll  Japanese  carrier  and  in  alight  damage 
to  a larg#  carrier. 

The  net  result  of  the  above  was  that  the  Japanese,  who  after  the 
Tokyo  raid  had  commenced  offenslva  operations  towards  Fort  Moresby 
and  the  Solomons,  now  aotivated  the  Midway  operation  well  ahead  of 
its  original  schedule.  They  appear  to  have  boon  reinforced  in  this 
decision  by  the  fact  that  thay  had  sighted  on  May  14th  two  additional 
Amerioan  oarrlers  in  tha  vlolnity  of  tha  Solomon  Islands,  thereby 
definitely  placing  four  oarrlera  in  the  South  Faoifio,  Of  these  four, 
the  Japanete  believed  two  to  have  been  sunk  in  the  Coral  Sea, 

Lesson* 

The  Battle  of  Midway  stresses  the  faot  that  a raid  may  have 
•trategio  oonsequanoae  far  above  these  originally  contemplated.  In 
this  ease  tha  raid  on  Tokyo  was  too  weak  to  accomplish  muoh  material 
damage,  yet  it  engendered  auch  fear  in  tha  Japanese  as  to  oause  them 
to  expedite  action  in  other  theaters.  By  dolug  this  the  Japanese 
hoped  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  Japanese  mainland  from  further  air 
attaoks.  This  brought  on  the  Battle  of  the  Coral  Sea  and  the  Battle 
of  Midway  at  a time  when  the  United  States  was  soaroaly  ready  for  them. 

2,  The  mental  proeess  followed  by  Commander  Mobile  Force  in  arriving 
at  hi  a plan  for  the  Midway  operation  is  not  explained.  However,  there 
la  evidenoe  that  he  may  have  followed  the  method  of  Intentions  rather 
than  tha  method  of  oapabllitles  in  his  estimation  of  the  enemy.  This 
is  borne  out  by  the  following  facts,  Ha  assumed  that  the  enemy  did 
not  have  the  will  to  fight,  but  might  eounter  attaok  if  the  Japanese 
operation!  at  Midway  progreased  suocaasfully.  He  assumed  further  that 
they  would  not  have  aurfaoe  foroes  with  oarriers  as  a nucleus  in  the 
Midway  area  at  the  time  of  tha  initial  assault,  A study  of  enemy 
oapabllitles  would  have  dlsolosed  that  it  was  an  enemy  capability  to 
have  moved  oarriera  into  the  Midway  area  for  battle.  Although  he  Lade 
a search  for  suoh  foroes  and  held  an  air  group  ready  to  strike  should 
any  suoh  surfaoe  foroes  be  discovered,  he  did  not  give  the  searoh  that 
aerioua  consideration  to  whioh  suoh  a study  would  have  entitled  it.  He 
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employed  an  inadequate  number  of  search  plane*  which  he  launched  la 
a haphaserd  and  staggered  fashion.  Hu  dlaragardad  th*  acaroh  before 
It  waa  oompleued,  broke  the  spot  of  hla  standby  air  group,  and  ordered 
It  reamed  for  land  objectives. 

All  of  this  lndioates  that,  although  hla  plan  gives  evldenee  that 
the  oapablllty  of  fighting  sn  air-sea  aetlon  In  defense  of  Midway  may 
have  been  originally  considered,  the  execution  of  the  plan  suggest  that 
he  did  not  believe  such  an  air- sea  action  probable  and  aooepted  as  the 
enemy's  intention  the  defense  of  Midway  by  land  based  aircraft,  primarily, 

Lessoni 

A Contender,  in  making  his  plans,  should  follow  the  method  of  enemy 
capabilities  rather  than  the  method  of  enemy  intention*.  The  method  of 
enemy  Intentions,  whloh  has  been  discarded  by  the  United  Btstes  Armed 
Foroes,  as  the  enemy's  intentions  are  subject  to  ohsnge,  but  whloh  is 
still  used  by  oertaln  important  Davits,  consisted  of  an  estimate  by  the 
oomander,  based  on  that  oeuraa  of  aetlon  which  he  thought,  or  even  knew, 
th*  enemy  intended  to  follow.  The  method  of  eapabllltlsa  consists  of  an 
estimate  by  the  Commander  bated  on  those  course*  of  action  whloh  th*  enemy 
is  oapablo  of  doing  and  which  if  adopted  will  materially  affoot  th*  ao*> 
oompl lnhment  of  th*  Commander's  objectives.  Us  should,  where  possible, 
lict  th*  enemy  ooursec  of  sotion  in  order  of  priority— that  is  ho  should 
list  th*  more  likely  before  the  loss  likely.  In  case  of  doubt,  he  should 
gif*  the  higher  priority  to  those  enemy  courses  which  he  considers  more 
dangerous  to  himself. 

3.  Th*  Japanese  and  the  Aaeriosnt  relied  greatly  on  the  fsotor  of 

surp. is*  in  thoir  basie  planning,  Th*  Japanoe*  appeared  to  bollevo 
that  they  oould  oonduot  an  operation  of  auoh  vast  soop*  as  the  Midway 
operation  with  oompl et*  aooreoy,  and  built  thalr  plans  accordingly. 

They  hoped  to  surprise  th*  Americans  at  Midway  and  to  overwhelm  them 
by  the  power  of  their  attack— especially  by  th*  power  of  their  air 
attack.  They  were  not  suooeasful  in  this,  primarily  bsoause  the 
Americans  had  considerate  correct  intelligence  concerning  the  Japanese 
plan*  for  th*  Midway  operation.  The  Amsrloans,  on  th*  other  hand,  hoped 
to  surprise  the  Japanese  by  tbs  presence  of  thsir  two  oarrlar  task  forces. 
They  wars  somewhat  more  successful  in  this  regard  than  ware  th*  Japanese, 
However,  this  was  purely  s fortuitous  olrcumstsnos,  as  their  oarrlar  task 
foroes  would  probably  have  been  discovered  muon  earlier  had  the  Japanese 
otirar.ander  oonduoted  * more  timely  and  better  coordinated  search  of  th* 
area,  3uoh  a search  appears  to  have  bean  decided  on  in  his  plans,  but 
was  not.  fully  adhered  to. 

losscm 

3urprise  la  the  injection  of  th*  unexpected  for  th*  purpoee  of 
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or eating  aa  unfavorable  military  aituation  for  the  enemy.  Judioioualy 
oonoeived  and  aueoaaafully  employed,  it  may  ba  a moat  potant  faetor. 

It  produoaa  both  physical  and  morala  affaota.  In  general.  the  phyaleal 
affaot  la  to  produoa  a daclaira  auparlority  at  tha  deoiaive  time  and 
plaoe.  However,  tvo  uffeot  of  aurpriaa  ia  predominately  ona  of  morala 
and  la  not  in  propo.uion  to  phyaloal  (aina  and  loaaaa.  It  oan  tharafora 
hava  a Tary  adverse  raaotion  upon  the  profaaalonal  Judgment  of  tha 
aurpriaad  oommander,  aa  wall  aa  upon  hia  oonmand.  la  whioh  oaaa  oonfuaion, 
temporary  loaa  of  initiative,  and  a ran  ralaxatloa  of  affort  may  obtain. 

On  tha  othar  hand,  tha  ooaaaadar  who  achieves  aurpriaa  may  tharaby 
engender  auoh  oonfldanoa  within  hia  command  aa  to  oontrlbuta  heavily 
towarda  viotory. 

Surprlaa  muat  not  ba  oountad  on  too  atrongly  in  planning,  although 
it  ahould  ba  oonaldarad  aa  tha  aoul  of  every  operation.  Thara  muat  ba 
auffloiaat  moana  available  to  inaura  auooaaa  even  though  aurpriaa  ba  not 
obtainad.  In  oonaidarlng  aurpriaa.  tha  anamy'a  intelligence  pot-ntial- 
itiaa  ahoula  not  ba  overlooked. 

4.  Anarloan  ahora  baaad  airoraft  from  Midway,  although  it  halpad  by 

making  tha  Initial  oontaota  on  tha  Japanaia  Oeoupation  Foroa  on  Juna  3rdj 
by  raportiag  tha  Japanaaa  Mobile  Foroa  air  attaok  approaohlng  Midway  on 
Juna  4thi  by  making  tha  Initial  and  aavaral  amplifying  raporta  on  tha 
Japanaaa  Mobil#  Foroa  on  Juna  4thj  and  by  providing  Information  on  Orudiv 
7 on  juna  0th.  nevertheleai  failad  to  maintain  oontinuoua  taotloal  loout- 
ing  on  tha  anany  foroaa  with  tha  raault  that  not  only  CNAS  Midway,  but 
also  CTF  14  and  CTF  17  wara  sarioualy  handioappad  in  making  air  atrikaa. 
particularly  on  Juna  4th  and  Juna  6th.  Tha  Midway  saaroh  on  Juna  6th  to 
a diataaoa  of  but  860  milaa  waa  particularly  unfortunate,  aa  a aaaroh  to 
700  milaa  would  have  diaoovered  tha  Japanaaa  Main  Group,  Saoond  Float  and 
Dearon  8 to  tha  northwaat  at  a diatanoa  of  but  400  milaa.  Had  thin  baen 
aoooapllahad,  oonaldarably  mora  damage  might  hava  bean  infliotad  on  tha 
Japanaaa  Fla  at  by  airoraft  and  aubmarine. 

Laaaoni 

It  ia  eaaantial  that  ahora  (and  tandar)  baaad  airoraft  support  tha 
oparatlona  of  tha  foroaa  afloat  by  oontlnuoualy  aupplying  tha  moat 
oomplete  and  aoourata  taotloal  intelligence  to  the  mora  important  oombat- 
ant  oommanda,  ao  that  poaltive  and  oorraot  notion  may  ba  taken  immediately. 
It  ia  alao  eaaantial  that  thara  ba  training  in  this  matter  between  ahora 
baaad  airoraft  and  tha  tack  foroaa  at  aaa  in  ordar  that  thara  may  ba  a 
thorough  underatanding  of  thia  vitally  important  problem. 

6.  Tha  Japanaaa  thoroughly  underatood  the  value  of  air  raoonnalaaanoa 

and  employed  thoir  battlaahip,  orulaer  and  tandar  baaad  planaa  whenever 
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poaflblt  la  auoh  raoonnai saanoa  dutiaa  throughout  tha  battla,  Tha 
battlaahlp  and  oruiaar  planaa  of  tha  Ifebila  Foroa  wara  abla  to  kaap 
Conandar  ifoblla  Foroa  raaaonably  wall  informad  of  tha  movamaata  and 
ooapoaltloa  of  tha  Aaarioan  Striding  Foroa  throughout  tha  day* 

Although  of  ralatWaly  alow  apaad  and  not  aqulppad  with  radar,  thaaa 
planaa  unhaaitatlngly  oloaad  tha  Aaarioan  striking  Foroa  to  within 
viaual  rang a to  aaka  and  davalop  aaoh  oontaot.  By  ao  doing  thay  rallarad 
oartain  of  tha  oarriar  planaa  of  tha  naoaaaity  of  making  auoh  raoonnali- 
aanoa  fllghta.  Thia  lnoraaaad  tha  nunbar  of  oarriar  planaa  aval labia  for 
attaok,  Tha  Aaarioana,  on  tha  othar  hand,  raraly  anployad  thalr  arulaar 
baaad  planaa  during  tha  battla  for  raoonnaiaaanea  and  oontaot  aooutlng, 
but  lnataad  raliad  on  tha  land  baaad  airoraft  to  obtain  tha  naoaaaary 
taotioal  information,  Aa  tha  Aaarioan  patrol  planaa  baaad  on  Midway  wara 
alow  and  had  llttla  manna  of  dafanaa,  thay  wart  not  oonaldarad  aultabla 
for  oontaot  aooutlng,  Thay  wara  tharafora  anployad  on  aaaroh  alaaiona 
only,  Tha  B-l?*a,  whloh  wara  available  at  Midway  and  whieh  had  tha 
oharaotariatloa  naoaaaary  for  performing  thia  work,  wara  raraly  ao 
anployad,  but  wara  lnataad  uaad  on  what  proved  to  ba  abortive  attaok 
niaaiona.  Baoauaa  of  thia,  tha  Japanaaa  wara  auoh  battar  infornad  froa 
hour  to  hour  oonoarning  tha  enemy' a aotananta  than  wara  tha  Aaarioana, 


Laaaom 


Oontlauoua  aoourata  inforaatlon  oonoarning  tha  anaaiy’a  no  to  manta 
and  ooiupoaltlon  la  aaaantial  for  tha  propar  functioning  of  ooaaa^d, 
Oommandara  of  air  groupa  daaignatad  to  obtain  auoh  information  ahould 
inaura  that  adaquata  aaarohaa  ara  mada,  Thay  ahould  amploy  for  thia 
purpoaa  any  planaa  within  thalr  group  oonaldarad  aultabla  for  thia  purpoaa. 


Oommandara  of  naval  taak  foroaa  ahould  not  plaoa  thalr  aaourity  on 
aaarohaa  mada  by  ahora  baaad  planaa  unlaaa  thay  ara  oonfldant  that  auoh 
aaarohaa  ara  adaquata,  (Ihanavar  auoh  Oonmandara  faal  that  tha  ahora  baaad 
aaarohaa  ara  inadaquata  and  that  additional  aaarohaa  ara  naoaaaary,  thay 
ahould,  if  praotloabla,  amploy  thalr  ahip  baaad  airoraft  for  auoh  aaarohaa. 


8, 


Raoognltlon  and  identification  of  both  ahlpa  and  planaa  appaarad  to 
hava  improvad  oonaldarably  alnoa  tha  Battla  of  tha  Coral  Saa  but  ona  arnth 
aarliar,  However,  it  waa  atill  only  fair.  Among  tha  more  Important  of 
thaaa  arrora  wara,  (a)  tha  failura  of  tha  TOMB  #4  aaaroh  plana  to  dlaoover 
tha  Anar loan  oarrlara  in  tha  aurfaoa  foroaa  until  fifty  two  mlnutaa  aftar 
tha  original  oontaot,  (b)  tha  failura  to  raoogniaa  and  ldantlfy  tha  planaa 
from  VB-8  whioh  wara  making  a foroad  landing  at  Midway,  aa  a raault  of  whloh 
Midway  opanad  fira  and  thraa  planaa  wara  damagad,  (o)  tha  arror  of  tha  B-17 
group  in  boohing  a frlandly  oubmarine  whioh  waa  mlatakan  for  a oruiaar,  (d) 


the  frequent  failure*  of  both  (Idea  to  reoognise  ud  Identify  various 
types  of  ships. 

Lessoni 

The  need  for  prompt  and  aoourate  recognition  and  ldontlfloatlon  of 
own  and  eneoy  air  and  surfaoe  oraft  is  extremely  Important*  as  It  may 
seriously  affeot  the  Commanders'  deolslone.  Eleotronlo  ldontlfloatlon 
Is  net  enoughi  It  must  be  paralleled  with  visual  recognition,  as  eleotronlo 
devises  may  fail*  Also,  there  nay  be  one  type  of  enaay  planes  more 
dangerous  than  another*  It  suiy  be  desired,  when  under  attack,  to  make 
suoh  planes  the  primary  objeotiv*  of  the  defense  activities*  This  oan 
only  be  accomplished  through  prompt  recognition. 

Every  effort,  therefore,  should  be  made  to  train  personnel  in 
recognition  and  Identification  so  that  a friendly  plane  may  not  be  shot 
down)  a friendly  ship  taken  under  first  or  an  air  or  surfaoe  ship  attaok 
be  allowed  to  gain  an  advantageous  position  without  being  subjected  to 
attack  by  guns  end  planes. 

The  Amerloan  foroes,  having  gained  air  superiority  by  sinking  or 
damaging  the  carriers  of  the  Mobil*  force,  failed  to  exploit  to  the  full 
this  advantage,  due  to  laok  of  asrial  rooonnaissanee*  This  oould  best  have 
been  accomplished  by  8-17' * from  Midway.  It  was  not  done  due  perhaps 
to  the  lack  of  training  la  this  type  of  work  by  Air  Force  pilots  and  the 
natural  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Army  to  use  those  planes  for  their 
primary  purpose— attaok.  , The  Navy  possessed  no  airoraft  at  that  time 
suitable  for  reconnaissance  against  air  opposition. 

Lessont 

The  Navy  must  have  whatever  types  of  airoraft  necessary  to  support 
the  mission  of  the  fleet,  and  be  able  to  operate  them  from  distant  land 

bases. 

At  0646  June  4th,  OTF  16  separated  TF  16  into  two  separate  task 
groups,  laoh  of  these  groups  assumed  an  anti-airoraft  formation  similar 
to  that  employed  by  TF  17.  This  formation  oonslsted  of  on*  oarrler  within 
a ooneeatrio  double  olrcular  sorcen,  with  the  orulsers  stationed  on  the 
Inner  soreen  and  the  destroyers  on  the  outer  soresn.  The  orulsers  war* 
stationed  on  8000  yard  oirele  and  the  destroyers  on  the  3000  yard  olrola 
from  the  oarrler  at  the  center.  The  support  ships  maneuvered  direotly 
with  the  oarrler,  often  without  signal.  The  defense  was  a combination  of 
oombat  air  patrol,  maneuver,  and  anti-aircraft  fire.  Combat  air  patrol, 
and  maneuver  was  the  principal  defense  against  high  level  bombers i oombat 
air  patrol  and  gunfire  for  dose  in  action, 
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Th*  Japaaaa*,  on  th*  other  hand,  operated  a four  oarrier  taak  fore* 
with  battleihipa,  oruieer*  and  destroyer*  as  supporting  sh<pe,  Theao 
supporting  ships  appear  to  hare  bean  stationed  originally  la  inner  and 
outer  soraens  somswnut  similar  to  th*  Amarionn  praotio*.  l'her*  were 
several  marked  n notions,  however.  These  were,  (a)  th*  Japanese 
screening  ship*  appear  to  have  been  well  out  fron  the  oarriera  initially-* 
at  least  twlo*  a?.  :ar  from  their  oarriers  as  were  th*  Anar loan  supporting 
ships,  (b)  the  Vjaneee  supporting  shins  maneuvered  Individually  without 
too  much  refareno*  to  th*  oarriera,  (a)  under  air  attaok  th*  oarrier  fore* 
broke  up  into  four  snail  groups,  aaoh  snail  group  oonsisting  of  on*  oarrier 
supported  by  several  destroyers.  These  snail  groups  were  inside  a sorcen 
of  heavy  ships,  whloh  soroen  was,  on  occasions,  of  extrenely  wide  radius— 
of  th*  order  of  ten  alias.  This  dispersion  was  probably  duo  to  th*  effeot 
of  continuous  American  air  attaok  and  to  individual  maneuver  especially  of 
the  larger  ships,  (d)  finally,  the  Japanese  relied  on  oombat  air  patrol, 
maneuver  and  gunfire  for  air  dafense,  but  their  prinolpal  relianoe  in  ad-  ■ 
dition  to  oombat  air  patrol  appears  to  hava  been  th*  Individual  maneuvar 
of  eaoh  ahip,  * 

Neither  tha  Amor loan  nor  the  Japanese  antl-airoraft  formations  were 
particularly  auooassful  in  defeating  enemy  dive  bomber  attaoke  onoa  the 
attaoking  planes  had  suooaedad  in  avading  tha  eomoat  air  patrol,  Tha 
Amerioans  wars  not  auooassful  in  defsating  Japanss#  torpsdo  plana  attaoka— 
tha  Jspansas,  on  the  othsr  hand,  wars  highly  euooeasful  in  defsating 
numerous  Amsrioan  torpsdo  plans  attaok*.  This  appears  to  have  been  due 
principally  to  tha  larga  oombat  air  patrol  whloh  intercepted  the  Amerioan 
planes,  but  it  was  also  dua  to  th*  superiority  of  th*  Japan***  torpedo 
planes  and  torpedoes  over  those  employed  by  the  Amerloana,  and  to  th* 
reduoed  maneuverability  of  the  YORK TOWN  incident  to  throe  bomb  hits  whloh 
had  bean  rooolved  about  two  and  ono-half  hour*  earlier.  In  either  ease, 
gunfire  did  not  appear  to  be  as  efi'eotiva  as  had  been  anticipated. 

Lessom 

Tha  sir  defense  of  e taak  fora*,  exalueiv*  of  defending  planes  auoh 
as  th*  oombat  air  patrol,  is  based  on  th*  volume  end  aoouraoy  of  gunfire 
and  on  manauverablllty.  This  maneuverability  of  ehlpe,  particularly  of 
existing  ships,  oannot  readily  be  a hanged.  Therefor*  the  only  faotor 
subject  t*  change  is  gunfire.  This  battle  emphasised  the  great  necessity 
for  inoreaslng  th*  volume  and  aoouraoy  of  fire  from  th*  ships  of  th*  task 
groups.  So  long  as  th*  gunfire  within  a task  group  rsaslmsd  wsak,  mansuvsr 
had  a ralatively  high  position  In  ths  dsftnst.  For  this  reason  th#  Japanese 
defensive  meaeuree  seemed  of  equal  oompeteno*  to  those  employed  by  th* 
Amerloana.  However,  thia  aotion  lndlosted  that  a marked  inoreeae  in  anti- 
aircraft gunfire  was  neoeasary,  Thia  oould  be  gained  by  increasing  the 
number  of  supporting  ehlpe  in  a task  group)  by  inoreaslng  th*  number,  rets 
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of  fir*  ud  destructive  qualities  of  the  guns  of  tha  individual  ahlpa 
and  by  employing  anti-*iroraft  formation*  designed  to  produoe  tha 
maximum  fire  in  any  dlreotion. 
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• 9.  Th*  Japan#**  oaptured  several  Amerioan  prisoners  during  the  early 

hour*  of  June  4th.  Among  th***  prisoner*  war*  on*  oommiesionsu  pilot 
and  on*  aviation  maohiniat's  mat*  r*oov*r*d  by  th*  destroyer  MAKIOUMO 
and  on*  ooamlsalonsd  pilot  r*oov«r*d  by  th*  destroyer  ARASHI.  Th*s* 
prisoner*  divulged  timely  information  of  oonalderable  value  to  th* 

Japan***  ooiosrning  th*  defenses  of  Midway  and  th*  oompoaition  and 
movement*  of  th*  oarrior  ta*k  forces,  They  also  divulged  information 
oonoerning  th*  ooaadeaioning  of  th*  ALABAMA)  th*  foot  that  th*  United 
State*  did  net  ennouno*  th*  lo**«*  of  their  carriers)  and  th*  Navy  air 
strength  on  Oahu. 

Leeeoni 

Uneorupuloui  enemies  have  moans  of  foroing  lr.  formation  out  of  ail 
but  th*  hardiest.  It  is  therefor*  unwise  to  brief  personnel  on  operations 
any  mors  than  is  necessary  to  anabla  them  to  carry  out  intelligently  their 
assigned  tasks.  This  applies  particularly  to  aircraft  personnel  and  to 
members  of  underwater  demolition  teams  who  are  more  eubjeot  to  possible 
osptur*  than  are  most  personnel.  However,  it  applies  with  almost  equal 
foro*  to  all  personnel.  Of  oourss,  any  Intelligent  man  will  absorb  by 
sight  and  hearing*  great  deal  of  general  and  even  of  particular  infor- 
mation oonoernlng  his  own  ship,  bass  or  unit.  It  is  wise  therefor#  to 
rsduos  this  information  to  th*  minimum  when  prnotioable  and  sensible  to 
do  so  as  It  may  also  be  divulged  to  the  enemy.  On  oooasions,  as  indicated 
above,  information  so  divulged  oan  bjer  of  vital  lmportano*. 

10.  The  Amerloane  enjoyed  an  inoaloulabl*  advantage  with  their  surface 
■■a  rah  radar#  and  more  particularly  with  their  air  aoaroh  radars  in  th* 
three  carriers.  Ths  Japanese  do  not  appear  to  have  had  any  radar  whatsoever 
ou  any  of  th*  ships  engaged  in  th*  Uidwiy  operation.  As  a result,  th* 
Amarloans  wer*  generally  sbl*  to  disoover  Japanese  air  strives  being  mad* 
on  their  ships  and  on  Midway  in  sufficient  time  to  Intercept  each  strike 
before  it  had  rsaohsd  a dangerous  attack  position.  Th*  Japanese,  on  the 
other  hand,  had  no  knowledge  of  air  attaoks  against  their  ships  until 
these  air  attaoks  were  sighted  by  ship  or  plane.  It  la  possible  that,  had 
the  Japanese  had  air  sesrch  radar,  ths  destructive  unopposed  dive  bombing 
attaoks  on  the  Japanese  earrlsrs  mad*  by  th*  dive  bombers  of  the  BNTERPRISB 
and  YORKTOWN,  whloh  turned  th*  tido  of  bettl*.  might  have  been  intercepted, 
and  the  attacks  mad*  considerably  less  effeotiv*. 

Leseont 

Radar  is  a tsohnologioal  devlo*  whloh  gives  a great  advantage  to 
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those  possessed  of  it.  Similarly,  other  teohaologloal  devices  may  in 
future  wars  gif*  unusual  and,  in  soma  oaaaa,  almost  uasurmountabla 
advantage*  to  thoss  who  have  thorn.  It  is  thsraforo  of  extreme  import usot 
that  ovary  effort  is  made  to  inaura  that  own  foroos  art  equipped  with 
the  most  adTanoed  teuhnologioal  devioos  and  that  Cosnanders  are  not  foroed 
into  aotion  against  an  enemy  better  equipped  in  similar  derioes.  It  is  of 
equal  inportanoe  that  Ooemanders  understand  tha, utility  of  bhaaa  derioes 
and  knew  something  of  their  oapabllitiee  and  limitation# • 

li*  The  absence  of  adequate  ground  and  maintenance  erawa  on  Midway  for 

servicing  and  repairing  aireraft  based  thereon,  named  the  flight  orewe 
to  reaeh  a state  of  exhaustion  early  in  tha  battle. 

Leeeoni 

Except  in  extrema  oases  auoh  ar  existed  at  Midway,  air  operations 
should  not  be  undertaken  without  making  adequate  provision  for  ground 
and  malntsnanoe  crews  at  the  bass  of  operations.  Whan  flight  orwwa  are 
rsqulred  to  eerrioe  their  own  aireraft,  thair  eombat  affioienoy  ia 
rapidly  reduoad  below  aeesptable  Units, 

12.  The  oarrier  air  groups  wars  oompoted  of  planes  having  oharaetsristios 
varying  widely  with  raepeot  to  apetd,  range,  eliab  and  anduranes.  Tha 
delivery  of  a oonoentratsd  coordinated  group  attack  employing  eaeh  type 
of  plane  at  lta  maximum  design  was  therafora  dlffioult  etan  under  the  moat 
favornbla  elrouastanoaa. 

lessons 

The  neoesaity  for  gaining  air  superiority  at  the  point  of  oontaot  may 
be  ao  vital  to  auooeas  no  to  demand  a oonoentratsd  attaek  of  all  plaaas* 

In  aueh  case  it  may  be  desirable  to  aaorlfioe  individual  plane  performance 
towards  the  suooass  of  tha  wtule. 

IS.  In  a fashion  similar  to  that  shown  at  tha  Battle  of  the  Coral  Sea  both 

the  Amerioan  and  the  Japanese  avistors  were  inclined  to  be  highly  optimistic 
in  their  claims  of  dsmags  lnfliotsd  on  sneay  ships  and  plants.  Thty  had 
a tandenoy  to  axaggarata  considerably  tha  sffaotlvaneaa  of  thair  attaoka. 
This  axaggaratlon  on  tha  Amarloan  aids  was  not  oonflnad  to  tha  lavy  alona 
but  was  squally  noticeable  among  tha  Marina  and  Army  pilots.  It  daoraaaad 
as  tha  effectiveness  of  the  enemy  defense  decreased.  For  example,  tha 
Amerloar.  claims  of  damage  against  the  ships  of  the  Mobile  Foroe  appear  to 
have  bean,  in  general,  markedly  incorrect,  Tha  claims  of  damage  against 
tha  Japanese  oarriera  whan  they  were  finally  heavily  hit  by  tha  Y0RXT01M 
and  ENTERPRISE  diva  bombers  wars  approximately  oorreot,  due  apparently  to 
a laok  of  fighter  oppoaltion  and  anti-aircraft  fire.  Their  claims  of 
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damage  against  th*  lightly  defended  MOOAMI  and  MIKUMA  were  quit*  oorreot. 
Their  olalme  of  damage  to  enemy  plana*  « rare  highly  axaggaratad  at  all  time*. 

Th*  Japanese  olai.ua.  on  tha  othar  hand,  while  reasonably  oorraot 
concerning  damage  to  tha  YORKTCRTN,  were  considerably  exaggerated  concerning 

enemy  places  damaged* 

Lesson i 

Tha  aoouracy  of  a pilot's  observation*  when  engaged  in  ooabat  appears 
to  vary  inversely  with  the  intensity  of  the  defenses  that  is*  the  stronger 
the  defens*  the  less  aoourate  the  observations  are  likely  to  be.  It  follow*, 
therefore*  that  every  pilot's  observations*  particularly  those  of  positions 
strongly  defended*  should  be  supported  by  photographs  taken  during  and  after 
the  attaok  as  aotual  proof  of  damage*  The  importance  of  suoh  aotual  proof 
of  damage  inflloted  ou  the  enemy  cannot  be  stressed  too  greatly*  as  it  may 
have  considerable  sffsot  on  succeeding  taotiosl  decisions.  Whenever 
prestioablo  the  pilot's  observations  should  also  be  supplemented  by  those 
of  a trained  observer  not  required  to  engage  in  oombat. 

This  aotlon  gave  prominsno*  to  the  question  as  to  whether  it  la 
preferable  in  a carrier  aotlon  to  destroy  as  many  flight  desks  as  possible 
at  first,  or  to  sink  fewer  oarrlers  first.  In  this  lnstanoe  thu  four 
enemy  oarrlers  in  the  Mobil#  Fore*  were  the  principal  targets.  One  of 
then,  the  HIRYU,  was  not  attaoksd,  end  consequently  was  able  to  lsunoh 
two  strike  groups  both  of  whioh  damaged  the  YORKTOWN,  The  YORXTOiTN  Air 
Oroup  struck  the  Mobile  Foro*  simultaneously  with  the  ENTERPRISE  dive 
boaters.  By  the  fortuitous  olroumstsnoe  of  th*  direction  of  thsir  ap- 
prosoh,  the  YOHXTOHN  Air  Oroup  Oomandor  sslsoted  a oarriar  other  than 
the  two  seleoted  by  the  ENTIR PRISE  Air  Oroup  Commander.  Subsequently* 

CTF  Id  dlreoted  an  attaok  against  the  undamaged  carrier  HIRYU  in  preferenoe 
to  additional  attacks  against  th*  already  damaged  carrier. 

Lea son t 

In  an  action  involving  aircraft  oarrlers  on  both  sides,  th*  priority 
of  targets  will  vary  depending  upon  th*  taotisal  situation.  However*  it 
la  generally  preferable  to  destroy  the  flight  dealce  of  as  many  of  the 
enemy  oarrlers  as  possible*  even  if  only  for  s short  period*  in  preference 
to  attempting  to  sink  a fewer  number  of  earrlere*  Th*  purpose  of  this  is 
to  increase  one's  own  air  streugth  relative  to  that  of  the  eneoy.  In  order 
to  have  air  superiority  during  the  decisive  phase  of  the  aotlon.  This  Is 
similar  to  the  advisability  long  recognised  In  gunnery  of  keeping  all  ships 
of  tbs  enemy  battle  line  under  fire*  The  oapabllitiee  of  attaoking  aircraft 
for  infliotlng  decisive  damage  are  to  great,  and  vary  so  much  with  olroum- 
atanoee  whioh  themaelvea  change  from  minute  to  minute,  that  i nre  numerical 
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superiority  in  aircraft  may  not  be  enough.  It  may  ba  naoi.aaary  to  gaiu 
a mar  lead  air  euperiority  before  a commander  oan  with  safety  divert  hie 
■trikes  from  destruction  of  the  enemy 'a  flight  deoka  to  the  deetruotion 
of  the  enemy '■  oarrlsre. 

IB.  Both  Oonunander  Mobile  Foroe  and  OTP  17,  while  the  battle  wai  etill 

being  fought  and  while  it  waa  etill  undeoided,  detaahed  a large  number 
of  ships  from  oombatant  dutiee  and  aeaigned  them  to  salvage  dutlee.  In 
the  oaee  of  the  Mobile  Foroe,  six  deetroyere  were  detaahed  to  attend  the 
damaged  AKAOX,  XAOA  and  30RYU , They  were  therefore  not  available  to 
augment  the  anti-airoroft  screen  of  the  H1RYU  when  ehe  wae  being  attaoked. 

In  the  oaee  of  TF  17  the  entire  teek  group— two  oruleere  and  five  dee- 
troys  rs— was  employed  initially  in  the  reoavery  and  removal  of  the  poroonnel 
of  the  damaged  YORKTOWN,  These  ships  were  therefore  not  available  to  assist 
3TF  16  in  continuing  the  aotlon. 

Lesson* 

The  deolsion  as  *o  whether  to  aid  a damaged  ship  or  to  reneuo  sur- 
vivors is  one  for  the  Offloer-in-Taohloal  command  aleno.  lie  is  authorised, 
If  tho  progress  of  the  battle  permits,  to  assign  ships  as  neoessary  to 
provide  anti •aircraft  protsotlon,  anti-submarine  proteotion,  towing, 
alongside  aid,  or  other  eld  demanded  by  the  situation.  In  so  doing,  he 
should  be  guided  by  the  faotor  of  ealoulsted  risk, 

16,  The  shore  based  planes  from  Midway  launohed  uncoordinated  pieoemeal 
attaoks  against  the  Japanese  Mobile  Foroe  on  June  4th,  The  oerrier  based 
planes  from  TF  16  likewise  launohed  uncoordinated  pieoemeal  attaoks  against 
the  sene  target  during  the  same  day,  Huoh  pieoemeal  attaoks  wars  repulsed 
with  exoeaalve  losses  In  some  oases. 

In  addition,  the  attaoks  by  the  Midway  places  were  not  coordinated  with 
thoae  by  the  Striking  Foroe  planes  or  vioa  versa.  There  seemed  to  be  an 
almost  oomplete  laok  of  under st finding  of  this  extremely  important  problem 
at  this  time  within  the  Armed  Servisee, 

This  resulted  in  serious  plane  losses  to  both  TF  1C  and  Midway  and 
reJuoed  the  damage  that  might  have  been  inflicted  on  the  Japanese  foroes, 

Lsseoni 

livery  effort  should  be  made  to  obtain  the  maximum  destruction  by  the 
application  of  the  necessary  power  through  tho  proper  coordination  of  all 
weapons.  Attacking  air  groups  should  be  coordinated  so  that  tho  maximum 
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effe otlve  blov  may  be  delivered  against  the  enemy,  Pieoemeal  attaoks 
in  email  ineffeotive  groups  oon  only  raault  in  the  attrition  of  tha 
air  groupa  with  little  If  any  damage  to  the  enamy.  Thera  muat  be 
intensive  joint  training  between  aervioea  ao  that  they  may  learn  how 
beat  to  support  one  another' a operations. 

Finally,  a flight  of  planea  from  any  one  oarrler  or  baae  launohed 
for  a strike  miaaion  should  have  a designated  Flight  Leader  in  taotioal 
oommand  of  the  various  elements  of  the  flight*  Whan  attaok  planea  from 
more  than  one  oarrler  in  a group,  or  from  different  groupa  or  bases  are 
launohed  for  the  same  miaaion,  a Strike  Leader  or  Target  Coordinator 
should  bs  designated  to  exeroise  overall  taotioal  oommand  over  the 
target.  This'  Strike  Leader  or  Target  Coordinator  should  be  designated 
by  the  Qffioer-ln-Taotioal  oommand  if  not  provided  by  doctrine* 

17.  The  oompoaition  of  the  air  group  at  Midway  oonaiated  at  midnight 

June  3rd  of  fourteen  FBY-S,  sixteen  PBY-BA,  seventeen  B-17,  four  B-28, 
six  TBF,  nineteen  SBD,  seventeen  SB2U,  twenty  one  F2A-3  and  aeven  F4F-3. 
This  was  a moat  heterogeneous  grouping  and  was  not  well  suited  to  the 
defenae  of  the  atoll,  aa  was  thoroughly  demonstrated  during  the  action. 
The  reason  for  thia  unusual  oompoaition  appears  to  have  been  one  of 
urgenoy,  transportation  limitations,  baaa  oapaolty  and  availability. 

It  appears  that  it  was  not  possible  to  obtain  a more  homogeneous  dis- 
tribution of  pianos  at  Midway  when  the  above  faotors  are  considered. 

Lesson t 

The  defense  of  any  small  isolated  island  base  against  seaborne 
foroei  oan  be  aotive  or  passive.  In  an  aotlve  defenae  whiah  io  the 
preferred  method  the  defending  planes  would  be  launohed  against  the 
attacking  ships  and  planss  in  an  attempt  to  destroy  or  damage  the  oar- 
rlova  and  especially  their  launching  platforms,  as  wsll  as  to  damage 
or  sink  the  escorting  ships,  la  suoh  oast  saaroh  planes,  dive  bombers, 
torpedo  planes,  fighters  anc  horisontal  bombers  might  well  be  employed, 

In  a passive  defense  the  island  base  would  probably  rely  on  fighters, 
and  anti-airoraf t batteries  alone,  CNAS  Midway  employed  an  aotlvo 
defense.  In  view  of  the  laok  of  damage  done  to  the  enemy  oarrlers,  and 
to  the  light  damage  done  to  the  Japanese  Midway  Strike  Oroup,  it  may 
be  considered  that  tho  defence  wee  relatively  ineffective. 

While  it  is  frequently  neoesiery  to  employ  seeroh  plenes  from 
exposed  bases,  ib  may  not  bo  neoesiary  to  smploy  attaok  planes  there, 
or  to  plsoe  personnel  and  develop  Installations  peculiar  to  attaok 
missions  there  until  after  making  adequate  provision  for  fighter  defense. 
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This  brings  forth  that  thara  are  no  simple  rulaa  for  tha  solution 
of  a military  problam,  Saoh  situation  is  & problem  which  if  time  permits 
must  be  solved  through  a thorough  study  of  its  major  components)  i.e.  the 
selection  of  tho  objeotive  and  a determination  of  the  effeotive  operations 
for  it«  attainment. 

18.  The  Amerioan  oarrlere.  despite  the  increase  of  fighter  aircraft  from 

the  authorised  eighteen  to  a temporary  twenty  seven,  still  possessed  insuf- 
ficient fighter  alroraft.  They  ware  unable  to  provide  adequate  fighter 

Sroteotion  for  tha  different  elements  of  the  air  attaok  groups  and  for  ths 
efenss  of  ths  task  foroes.  They  lost,  therefore,  nearly  all  of  their 
torpedo  planes  to  enemy  defending  fighters,  generally  before  the  torpedo 
planes  oould  reaoh  a favorable  position  for  dropping  their  torpedoea. 

Lessoni 

Adequate  fighter  strength  both  for  offense  and  defense  must  be 
provided  aboard  aarrler*.  An  air  attaok  group  lnadaquately  proteoted  by 
fighters  will  probably  suffar  prohibitive  losses  before  delivery  of  its 
attaok)  a oarrier  task  group  inadequately  proteoted  by  fighters  may  lose 
one  or  more  oarriers  in  a single  attaok)  a base  may  be  completely  destroyed. 

It  is  important,  therafore,  to  review  continuously  the  composition  of 
air  groups  in  the  light  of  their  probable  usage  in  order  to  make  timely 
adjustments  botwean  types  of  planes  assigned.  As  both  procurement  and 
H training  problems  are  involved  in  addition  to  the  purely  military  oou- 

elderatlons,  it  is  neoessary  that  ths  oomplements  desired  for  any  speolfio 
1 operations  bs  datermined  well  in  advanoe,  as  proourament  oan  be  a moat 

H difficult  problem.  It  la  likely  that  only  minor  readjustments  oan  be  made 

S immediately  before  or  during  an  operation. 

|i  19.  Commander  liobile  Pore#  made  a deoision  in  the  early  stages  of  the 

|j  aotlon  whioh  had  a meet  adverse  effeot  on  hia  ohanoes  of  suooess.  He  had 

I previously  dsoidsd  that  it  was  important  to  searoh  a definite  seotor  around 

ft  Midway  last  Amerioan  foroes  of  danger  to  his  oommand  should  happen  to  be 

| In  that  sootor.  He  had  launohsd  u search  to  locate  suoh  enemy  foroes.  His 

§ aesroh  planes,  if  all  went  well,  had  now  oomplsted  about  two  thirds  of  the 

K outgoing  searoh  without  having  made  a oontaot.  At  this  point,  without 

having  oompleted  the  searoh,  he  deoided  to  bre’.k  the  spot  of  his  standby 
attaok  group  whioh  was  armed  to  attaok  any  surfaos  oraft  snoountsred,  and 
£ to  rsarm  thsm  for  shore  targets  at  Midway,  By  doing  this  hs  temporarily 

| plaoed  his  oarrisra  in  a state  of  non-readiness  for  instant  aotlon.  He 

I'  was  hit  In  this  unsatisfactory  oondition  of  roadiness  by  ths  Amerioan 

| oarrier  planes,  and  three  of  his  four  oarriers  were  heavily  disabled. 
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Lea  son i 


Momentous  deviations  from  deoi ■ions  made  during  the  planning  phase 
of  a military  problem  may  appear  to  be  required  during  the  aotio.i  phase 
because  of  incentives  arising  from  tho  demands  of  the  situation.  If  an 
analysis  of  the  situation  shows  that  suoh  a deviation  should  be  made,  the 
Commander  should  make  suoh  a deviation  without  hesitnnoy.  On  the  other 
hand,  should  the  Commander  make  un  undesirable  departure  from  the  plan 
beoause  unjustified,  he  thereby  inorssses  ohanoes  of  failure. 

When  the  dive  bombing  groups  departed  from  the  ENTERPRISE  and  from 
the  HORNET  to  attaok  the  Mobile  Poroe,  it  is  possible  that  the  flight 
leaders  may  not  have  been  adequately  ins  true  ted  regarding  the  salient 
features  of  the  problem.  For  it  must  be  noted  that  the  flight  leader 
of  the  Y0RKTCV7N  was  so  instructed.  As  a result  of  this  the  HORNET  flight 
leader  turned  south  through  an  ineorreot  analysis  of  his  problsm  ar.d  failed 
to  find  the  Mobile  Force,  The  ENTERPRISE  flight  leader,  on  the  other  hand, 
turned  north  through  a oorroot  analysis  of  his  problsm,  as  did  the  YuRX TOT/N 
flight  leader  (who  had  been  directad  to  turn  north).  Both  found  the  Mobile 
Force.  Had  tho  ENTERPRISE  and  Y0HXT0.7N  flight  leaders  decided  to  t.’.rn  south 
or  been  ordered  to  do  so,  the  result  of  the  action  might  wall  have  been 
disastrous. 

Lesson t 

The  responsibility  for  decisions  made  by  the  flight  loaders  while 
airborne,  rest  squarely  upon  the  flight  leaders  themselves.  However,  as 
•a  flight  leader  in  his  plane  is  alone,  without  the  facilities  of  a flag 
plot  or  staff,  ho  ahould  n-  looked  out  for  to  a far  greater  extent  than 
would  be  normal  with  surfaoe  ship  com.T;>,nders,  Carrier  Commanding  Officers 
should  insure  that  the  flight  leaders  are  fully  briefed  prior  to  launching, 
and,  as  feasible,  advised  in  the  air  whenever  necessary. 

Tho  Japanese  planning  for  the  Midway  operation  was  not  sound.  Japanese 
forces  were  not  adequately  coordinated.  Thin  was  beoauuo  their  Initial 
positions  were  so  widely  separated  that  tho  Araeri 'an  forces  were  able  to 
strike  certain  groups,  notably  the  Mobile  Force  and  Crudiv  7,  before  the 
latter  forces  were  eble  to  concentrate  with  stronger  foroee.  The  faotors 
of  mutual  support  and  concentration  appoar  to  hr.ve  boon  disregarded  for 
purposes  of  possible  envelopment  of  American  foroee. 

Lesson t 

When  a number  of  task  foroee  and  groups,  whioh  are  to  operate  under 
the  same  ooramand  In  widely  separated  area’.;.,  are  to  be  coordinated  ' nto  a 
common  effort,  lb  is  essential  that  the  coordination  be  thoroughly  considered 
during  the  planning  phase.  Effective  aotion  is  the  goal  of  suoh  planning. 
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It  is  *1*4  vital  that  all  other  considerations  affecting  the  projeotea 
operation  ba  thoroughly  considered  in  order  that  adequate  plans  may  be 
provided. 

22.  During  the  four  day.*  of  the  battle  the  Army  Air  Force  flew  a total 

of  fifty-five  B-17  sorties  la  aotual  high  level  horisontal  bombing  attaoks 
against  the  enemy,  and  five  similar  sorties  against  an  Amor loan  submarine. 
The  horisontal  bombers  dropped  twenty  lOOO.pound,  eighty-three  600-pound, 
two  hundred  and  twenty- thrs>«  500-pound,  and  eight  300-pound  bombs  for  e 
total  poundage  of  183,700  pound*.  The  total  poundage  dropped  by  the 
Army  Air  Foroe  was  therefore  183,700  pounds  or  91.85  tons.  No  hits  were 
made.  During  this  time  the  Nary  and  Marino  Corps,  employing  Midway  based 
and  oarrier  based  places,  flev  a total  of  two  hundred  and  forty-eight 
sorties  In  aotual  dive  and  gilds  bombing  attacks  and  fifty-one  sorties  in 
aotual  torpedo  attaoks  against'  the  enemy.  This  did  not  lnolu.de  the  night 
attack  bv  three  patrol  planes.  The  dive  bombers,  which  wers  oarrier  based, 
dropped  one  hundred  and  eighteen  1000-pound,  eighty-nine  500-pound,  and 
twenty-two  100-pound  bombs  for  a total  poundage  of  184,700  poundsj  the 
glide  bombers,  whioh  were  Midway  based,  dropped  thirty-seven  BOO-pound 
bombs  for  a total  poundage  of  18,500  pounds,  the  torpedo  planes  dropped 
seventeen  torped-iou  for  a total  poundage  of  34,000  pounds.  The  total 
poundage  dropped  by  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  was  therefore  217,200  pounds 
or  108,8  tons.  The  dive  bombers  mad*  two  hits  on  the  aircraft  oarrier 
AKACli  four  hits  on  the  airoraft  oarrier  KAQAi  three  hits  on  the  aircraft 
oarrier  SOHYUj  four  hits  on  the  airoraft  oarrier  HIRYUj  one  oraeh  dive  end 
thirteen  hitu  on  the  heavy  oruiser  ICKUUAj  five  hits  on  the  heavy  oruiser 
MOOAMI,  one  on  the  destroyer  ARA3HI0  and  one  on  the  destroyer  A3ASH10;,  a 
total  of  thirty-four  aotual  hits.  The  glido  bombers  and  torpudo  planes 
made  no  hlte,  like  three  patrol  planes  mads  one  torpedo  hit  on  the  AKEBONO 
MUU,  an  oiler. 

Thus  the  horisontal  bombers  made  sixty’ attaoks,  dropped  91,86  tons  of 
bombs  and  made  no  hits)  the  dive  and  glJde  bombers  and  torpedo  planes  made 
two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  attacks,  dropped  106.8  tons  of  bombs  and 
torpedoes  and  mads  thirty-four  hits. 

Lesson i 

The  above  results  show  that  at  the  Battle  of  Midway  the  high  altitude 
horisontal  bombers  were  entirely  ineffective  against  maneuvering  surface 
ships.  On  the  other  hand,  dive  bombers  assisted  by  torpedo  pianos  were 
highly  effective  against  the  same  targets  and  proved  themselves  vastly 
superior  ta  horisontal  bombers  for  warfare  on  the  sea, 

23.  The  difficulties  imposed  on  flying  operations  by  the  weather  conditions 
in  the  Aleutians  were  very  pronounced  on  both  sides.  In  the  case  of  th« 
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J&pansas  their  carrier  strikes  wore  only  partially  effective  beoause  the 
r.a.lority  of  the  planes  launched  were  unable  to  reaoh  the  targets,  owing 
to  the  heavy  fog  sad  low  clouds  sr.oountered.  On  the  Amerioan  side  the 
complete  absence  of  hits  by  Amerioan  aircraft  on  any  of  the  Japanese 
ships  of  the  Seoond  liobilo  Task  Group,  and  the  failure  of  both  Army  and 
Navy  bombers  to  accomplish  any. effeo tive  results  on  either  land  or  sea 
targets  at  Attu  and  Kiska,  are  strong  indications  of  the  adverse  el'feot 
of  thiok  weather  on  aoouracy  of  bombing,  even  when  planes,  such  ae  the 
Navy  PBY's,  are  radar  equipped. 

Lesson » 

The  effectiveness  of  air  operations  in  unfavorable  weather  is 
measured  by  the  ability  of  airoraft  to  perform  their  assigned  tasks 
rattier  than  by  their  ability  to  taka  to  the  air  and  land.  In  poor 
visibility  area  bombing  by  radar  oan  bs  and  often  is  effeotiva,  but 
pin-point  bombing  by  radar  against  small  land  targets  it  highly  inef- 
fective. Low  altitude  bombing  by  radar  against  maneuvering  targets 
oan  be  highly  effective,  but,  should  the  maneuvering  target  be  adequately 
equipped  with  an  anti- tircraf t battery  radar  oontrolled,  the  effectiveness 
of  low  level  bombing  may  be  expected  to  diminish  considerably. 

24.  The  difficulties  which  CTF  8 encountered  upon  his  arrival  in  Alaska 

in  obtaining  the  full  and  loyal  support  of  his  Army  Air  Faroe  Commander 
CTO  8.3  are  indicative  of  tne  perplexing  problems  which  oommand  of  mix  id 
forces  will  always  present.  CTG  R,3's  opposition  to  CTF  8' a plan  was  not 
baaed  on  pure  contrariness,  but  instead  was  based  on  his  full  and  considered 
opinion  as  to  the  functions  of  army  land-based  airoraft  in  the  projected 
situation.  He  appears  to  have  felt  that  It  was  his  duty  to  present  his 
views  however  forcibly,  and  his  initial  refusal  to  base  any  important  units 
of  his  oommand  in  the  western  bases,  although  perhaps  ill  advised,  was  ir. 
aooordanoe  with  his  understanding  of  his  responsibilitUs. 

Lesson i 

The  goal  of  any  command  organisation  is  complete  unity  of  action. 

This  requires  complete  unity  of  purpose  throughout  all  eohelons  of  oommand, 
Suoh  unit  of  purpose  is  doubtful  of  attainment  if  a sanior  commander  of 
one  Servioe  oompels  a subordinate  oommander  of  another  Service  to  operate 
under  an  order  which  the  subordinate  firmly  believes  will  create  a poor  or 
undesirable  situation.  It  is  wise,  therefore,  for  the  senior  commander  to 
endeavor  to  win  over  the  subordinate  oommander  by  sound  logic,  as  was  done 
by  CTF  0,  rather  than  to  order  the  subordinate  commander  against  his  violent 
opposition,  to  take  action  which  the  subordinate  oommander  deems  detrimental 
to  hie  cone  rand  and  Servioe, 
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VICE  ADMIRAL  CHJ  IOHI  SAW'S) 
Commander  Habit*  Force 


Vioe  Admiral  Nagurui  displayed  few  of  those  complex  personal  oharaoter- 
lstiaa,  which  wora  ao  essentially  Japanese,  and  whiah  were  noticeable  in  the 
eharaetar  of  Rear  Admiral  Tadaichi  Hara,  who  had  ooaaanded  the  Japaneae  oar- 
rler  force  at  the  Battle  of  the  Coral  Sea.  Aa  an  example,  ha  was  not  noted 
to  notion  by  that  strong*  Japanese  oharaotaristio  "face”,  but  functioned  more 
Ilka  an  oooldental  in  suoh  natters. 

Lika  Adniral  Bara,  ha  appears  to  have  bean  an  native,  competent  aerrier 
teak  forea  ooomander  ao  lon^  aa  the  situation  remained  favorable,  He  sought 
notion,  and  oloaed  the  enemy  to  give  battle,  partially  beoauaa  he  considered 
himself  muoh  at roarer.  As  an  Admiral  handling  peacetime  operation*  ha  must 
have  exoelled.  He  well  understood  the  meohanics  of  oarrlvr  operati-jns,  but 
unfortunately  for  Japan,  he  allowed  these  vary  meohanloa  to  submorg*  him. 

Hie  taotloal  handling  of  his  carrier  foroe  up  to  the  time  of  tha  success- 
ful diva  bombing  strlkas  on  tha  AKA3I,  KA3A  and  SORSV  was  up  to  the  highest 
Japanese  standards.  He  had  auecessfully  avoided  many  attacks  by  all  types 
of  planes  for  some  hours,  and  ha  nearly  auoaeaded  in  avoiding  any  damage 
whatsoever.  Although  he  allowed  the  four  aarrlers  of  the  Mobil*  Foroe  to 
become  seriously  asperated  during  the  morning  of  Juno  4th,  lb  must  be  re- 
membered that  It  appears  to  have  boon  Japanese  practice  to  opr rata  their 
aerrier  task  foroea  In  this  fashion.  The  ahlpa  of  the  oarrlar  task  foroaa 
,ware  allowed  to  operate  individually  in  order  to  avoid  bomb  and  torpedo 
attaok.  Vioe  Admiral  Hagumo  thcroforo  did  not  oonalder  that  the  wide  dis- 
persion of  Ills  foroea  which  ooourrad  under  continuous  air  attaok  was  inconsist- 
ent with  Japanese  dootrlne.  Ha  thoroughly  understood  tha  Talus  of  information, 
and  ha  oorraotly  employed  hia  battleship  and  oruiaer  based  planes  in  oontaot 
acoutlng  throughout  Juna  4th. 

Vioe  Admiral  Hagumo* a greatest  errors  ware  errors  lu  judgment  brought  on 
by  over  oonfldenoe  and  by  improper  analysis  procedural.  Hia  over  oonfldanoa, 
and  hit  thinking  baoauso  of  it)  lad  him  to  make  tha  moat  vital  daoislon  in  tha 
aotlon  after  a perfunctory  analysis.  This  daoialon  was  to  break  tha  spot  and 
rsarm  for  land  targets  hia  air  striking  group  whioh  he  had  had  standing  by  to 
attaok  any  eneny  surface  foroea  discovered  by  hia  aoaroh  planes.  Ha  did  this 
before  hia  aoaroh  planes  had  completed  their  planned  searoh.  By  so  doing,  ha 
plaoed  hia  carriers  in  a stats  of  non-readineas  for  instant  aotlon,  and  it  was 
while  In  that  stats  of  non-readinais  that  thraa  of  them  woro  seriously  damaged. 

Onoa  Vies  Admiral  Nagumo  found  hlmaolf  in  this  unfavorable  situation,  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  ac^ed  with  that  understanding  and  dispatch  axpaotad  of 
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a oommander  o f oompatenoe,  He  became  confused  and  issued  oonfusing  information 
to  his  superior,  as  wall  as  to  his  own  oommnnd.  It  la  not  olaar  whether  thio 
was  dua  to  shook  resulting  from  t ha  destruction  of  his  oarriera,  ona  of  which 
was  his  flagship*  or  whathar  ha  fallad  undar  pressure.  Aftar  a tins  ha  saamad 
rastorad  in  ability  to  oommnnd,  and  rasumad  tha  offensive  against  tha  Striking 
Foroa  which  rasultad  in  tha  disabling  of  tha  YQRKTOWW.  However,  this  offensive 
spirit  did  not  last  long*  for  aftar  tha  HIHYU  had  been  heavily  daaagad  about 
two  hours  latar,  Vioa  Admiral  Hagumo  lost  his  dasira  for  oombat,  Ha  grossly 
axaggsratad  tha  strong th  of  tha  snamy  and  rapaatadly  inoorraotly  advised  his 
superior  as  to  tha  largo  numbar  of  oarrisrs  still  available  to  tha  Amarioan 
oomnand  indicating  tha  dasirability  of  ratiramant*  Ha  further  indloatad  that 
ha  plained  to  retire  during  tha  night,  Ha  was  opposad  to  night  notion. 

All  of  this  indloatad  a weakness  in  Vioa  Admiral  Hagumo's  military  oharao- 
tarj  a laok  of  those  Bushido  qualities  so  esteemed  in  Japaneso  thinkiagi  a laok 
of  will  to  all-out  viotory.  As  with  Admiral  Ham  at  tha  Ooral  Sea*  this  augured 
wall  to  future  Amarioan  auooeaa. 


f 
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IMPORTANT  COmCT  REPORTS  SHOWN  ON  DIAGRAM  B 
3 June  184?  mj  before 


f 


(1)  121B/23th 

(C)  045 8/3 rd 

(3)  0800/3rd 

(4)  0304/3rd 

(6)  0S25/3rd 

(3)  1130/3rd 

(7)  14?2/3rd 


P3Y  searoh  plane  sighted  Jspansse  submarine, 

OILIJS  reports  radar  oontnot  on  snemy  plan**  bearing 
082°  (T),  ?A  rnllaa  from  Dutoh  Harbor* 

11th  Air  Fora*  report*  "Jap  Carrier"  in  a position 
bearing  810°  (T ) , distant  38  milts  from  Duth  Harbor* 

At  this  tin*  th*  Japan***  oarrinr  task  for**  appears 
to  have  born*  183°  (T),  distant  160  mils** 

PBY  staroh  plan*  (CV56)  reported  two  Japanese  sargo 
vessels  bearing  247°  (T),  distant  470  mil*s  from  Midway* 
Presumably*  these  u>iits  w*ro  a portion  of  the  Mineaweep* 
lng  Qroup. 

PBY  search  plan*  (8788)  reports  "Main  Body"  bearing  261° 
(?)*  distant  700  »ll*t  from  Midway* 

Midway  searoh  plan*  (7V5B)  reports  two  oargo  vessels  and 
two  small  vessels  bearing  261°,  distant  870  miles*  course 
080°  (T). 

A garbled  report  from  a PBY  searoh  plan*  lndloatad  a heavy 
oonoentratLon  of  ships  in  a position  bearing  210°  (T), 
distant  78  mile a from  Dutch  Harbor* 


{ 
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Transport  Orou?  abtasked  by  four  FEY's  frou  Hi  Iway. 

AKS30H0  MAflU  (tanker)  hit  toy  one  torpedo, 

8*  court  Flaat  ehnujjtfd  oourte  uii  speed  to  rendesvcus  with 
Mobil*  Fores. 

Main  Oroup  and  Aleutian  Support  Oroup  altar  course  to  ol'ise 
Ainsrlaan  e irfans  forces. 

Baoond  Flint  position. 

Transport  Oroup  retired  to  northwestward, 

JlIITSU,  Dasdlvs  10  ami  19  (1  OA,  R DO)  left  transport*  to 
join  Seoond  Flaat. 

CAIT08S  (AV)  and  HAYASH20  (00)  rabirt  at  24  kts.  to  join 
Transport  Oroup, 

KAMIKAiTA  MARU  (XAV)  and  Patrol  Coat  SB  ratlra  at  1(1-1?  kt*. 
to  Join  Transt  crt  Oroup. 

Daslgnatad  2400  rondesvou*  of  Second  Flaat  units* 

CH1TOSE  Joins  Transport  Oroup  as  assort. 

Commander  Saoond  Flaat  planned  to  raaoh  this  position  at  0500. 
Tilts  Information  was  ssnt  to  Commander  Mobile  Force  in  order  that 
ha  ml|ht  affeofc  * rondesvous  with  Qaoond  Fleet. 

Crudiv  7 (4  CA)  and  four  destroyora  an  route  to  bombard  Midway. 
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(1) 

(2)  0010 
( about ) 

(3)  0015 


(4)  0044 

(6)  0100 
(about) 


(6) 

0111 

(7) 

0130 

(9) 

0216 

(9) 

0400 

(about) 

(10) 

0420 

(11) 

0510 

(12) 

0630 

(13) 

0700 

(14) 

and 

(16) 

Commander  Second  Fleet  planned  to  pasc  through  this  position 
at  0300,  Juno  5th,  with  the  night  attack  foroe  while  searching 

to  the  east. 

Commander  Mobile  Force  turned  south  to  participate  in  the 
expeoted  night  action, 

CinC  Combined  Fleet  direoted  a rendetvous  of  the  fleet  at 
0900  in  this  position.  This  canoslled  the  night  attack 
arrangements . 

Tart  Foroe  16  makes  surface  radar  oontaot  and  turns  to  east. 

Second  Fleet  and  Dearon  2 alter  course  to  305°  (T)  to  proceed 
to  the  Combined  Fleet  0900  rendetvous  position* 

Mobile  Foroe  alters  course  to  northwestward  to  proceed  to  the 
Combined  Fleet  0900  rendesvous, 

Japanese  Submarine  1-163  shells  Midway, 

TAMBOR  alghta  Crudiv  ? and  accompanying  destroyers  and  makes 
flash  contact  report.  MC5AMI  oollides  with  MIKtIMA  when 
squadron  makes  emorgenoy  turn  to  the  left.  Crudiv  7 oomnenoes 
to  retire  to  the  west. 

KtIMAKO,  SUZUYA,  and  two  destroyers  inorease  speed  and  alter 
oourse  to  join  with  the  Combined  Fleet, 

Task  Foroe  16  receives  information  of  TAMBOR  contact  report 
and  altera  oourae  to  oloae  on  Midway, 

Japanese  claim  the  11IRYU  was  souttled  In  this  position.  Later 
information  from  a Japanese  searoh  plane  made  them  doubt  this. 

Midway  patrol  plena  2 Vo 5 sighted  MOGAMI  and  MIK'RtA  trailing  oil, 
and  reported  them  t>:  be  two  battleships  in  this  position, 

Midway  patrol  piano  4 7 S3  sighted  and  ropa-tad  two  or.ii.sors 
(KUUAKO  and  CUZC'/A)  i . tills  location  on  C,unio  110°  (l), speed 
20  knots. 

Two  Midway  patrol  planes  SVG5  and  7V55  reported  oontaots  with 
Japanese  ships  at  0719,  0735,  and  GMOO  l>  tlmse  positions.  One 
of  tliesc  planes  reported  a burning  carrier  screened  by  cruisers 
and  destroyers,  with  two  battleships  well  ahead  on  oourse  310° 
(T),  "peed  20  knots.  This  must  have  been  the  Mobile  Fore  with 
the  burning  carrier  LIRYV, 
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(16)  0606  Twelve  Td  of  Marina  Air  Qroup  22  ooramenoe  dire  bombing  attaok 

out  of  the  tun  on  MOGAWI  and  KIKUMA,  One  plane  dove  into  the 
after  turret  of  the  MI'  TiiA,  oauelng  large  fire*. 

(17)  0030  Eight  S-17 • ■ naka  horizontal  bombing  attaok  on  MOGAMI  and  MIKUMA 

intnediately  following  dive  bombing  attaok.  The  Japanese  do  not 
eee  them  until  after  bomb*  are  dropped. 

(18)  0815  Position  of  Main  Foroe.  Main  Foroe  and  Oooupatlon  Force 

rendezvoused  h*»re  and  steamed  on  oouree  310°,  speed  about  12  knota. 
' Dearoa  2 joined  from  astern  at  1185.  Remnants  of  Mobile  Foroe 
joined  from  astern  at  about  1300. 

(19)  1000  Hendesvous  position  of  Transport  Group  and  KAMIKAWA  MARU. 

(20)  1036  DD  PHELPS  reported  submarine  oontaot.  Task  Foroe  16  made 

emergency  turn  to  the  right. 

(21)  1300  Mobile  Foroe  joined  Main  Foroe. 

(22)  1308  Tug  VIREO  commences  towing  YORKTOWN  on  course  100°  (T),  destina- 

tion Pearl  liarbor. 

(23)  1500  Taak  Foroa  16  ooanenoed  launching,  searoh  and  attaok. 

Oroup  objeotive— ruts  burning  CV,  two  BB,  three  OA,  end  four  DD 
repo **’jd  at  0800  to  be  in  position  marked  (24)  on  diagram. 

i 

(84)  One  burning  CV,  two  B3,  threa  CA,  and  four  DD  reported  in  Lat. 

32°  H.j  Long.  179°«32’  W,  at  0800  on  oourae  310°,  speed  12  knota. 

(25)  1530  Sixteen  ENTERPRISE  search  planes  depart  ahead  of  attaok  group  on 

a aoouting  lina  about  30  miles  long  to  searoh  for  objeotive  des- 
cribed in  note  (23). 

(26)  1636  Seven  B-17'a  while  returning  from  search  for  the  burning  CV, 

two  BB,  three  CA,  end  four  DD’ s oeme  upon  the  destroyer  TANIKAZE 
end  attaoked,  dropping  fifty-six  500-pound  bombs. 

e 

(27)  1830  ENTERPRISE  and  HORNET  air  attaok  groups  attaok  single  Japanese 

destroyer  in  this  position.  (TANIKAZE) 

(28)  1845  Midway  patrol  plane  2V66  reported  being  attaoked  by  Japanese 

fighting  planes  bearing  313°  (X),  distant  350  miles  from  Midway. 
This  report  was  later  corrected  to  scouting  planes  instead  of 
fighters. 

(29)  1846  Five  B-17'e  searching  for  the  Mobile  Foroe  oamo  upon  the  destroyer 

TANIKAZE  and  attacked,  dropping  twenty-three  bombs. 
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DIAGRAM  F 


RECOUP  OF  EVENTS  SHOffH  ON  DIAGRAM  F 
6 June  and  after  C 1P42 J 


(1) 

0433/6 

Midway  patrol  planes  took  off  to  search  sector  220-330°  (T) 
for  600  miles,  designated  coverage  100;'#. 

(2) 

OSOC 

Task  Foro*  1C  launohed  eighteen  783  including  three  HORNET 
aircraft  to  search  sector  180°-360°  to  the  west,  distant 
200  miles.  Searoh  departed  at  0610. 

(s) 

0845 

Search  plane  3-3-2  reported  one  CV  and  five  DD  in  Lat,  29°- 
33'  N.,  Long.  174°-30'  E.,  course  270.  On  landing, the  pilot 
corrooted  this  report  to  one  BB,  one  CA,  throe  Dt>. 

(4) 

0730 

Searoh  plane  3-3-0  reported  two  CA,  two  DD  in  Lat,  28°-55'  N., 
Long.l75°-10*  E (Fositlon  appears  to  be  in  error  by  about  62 
mils  s)  on  ooursa  2161  (?),  speed  16  knots.  3oth  contact 
reports  are  of  the  same  group  of  ships. 

(6) 

0767 

HORNET  attaolc  group  of  twenty-si*  VS3  and  eight  7F  were  launohed. 

(6) 

0900 

KTJKAim,  SU2UYA,  and  two  escorting  destroyers  join  ClnC  Combined 
Fleet. 

(7) 

0960 

HORNET  attack  group  oomenoed  attack  on  two  CA's  end  two  DD's 
bearing  235°  (T),  distant  142  miles  from  0816  position  of 
HORNET. 

(B) 

1046 

ENTERPRISE  attack  group  of  thirty-one  VSB,  three  VT  and  twelve 
VF  were  launohed  with  Instructions  to  sesroh  to  westward  of 
the  ships  attacked  by  the  HORNET  air  group  and  attaok  a second 
group  of  ships  thought  to  be  there. 

(8) 

1200 

Soreening  Foroe  ooi.iprised  of  seven  cruisers  end  eight  destroyers 
prooeed  at  20  knots  to  sid  the  ItQOAMI  Group. 

(10) 

1260 

After  searching  ahead  of  the  two  CA's  and  two  DD's  for  thirty 
miles  under  excellent  visibility  conditions  with  no  further 
sightings,  the  ENTERPRISE  air  group  returned  and  attacked  those 

ships. 

(11) 

1330 

HORNET  attaok  group  of  twenty-four  VSB  were  launohed  for  the 
final  attack  of  the  day. 

(12) 

1445 

HORNET  attaok  group  oommanced  attack  on  the  two  CA  and  two  DD, 

(13) 

1653 

Task  Foroe  16  launohed  a photographic  flight  o!'  two  7S3  to  photo- 
graph the  attacked  ships.  These  aircraft  wore  recovered  at  1907. 

(14) 

1830 

CinC  Combined  Fleet  turned  south  with  Main  Foroe  and  Second  Fleet 

•ft 
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(15)  1640  Six  B-17'e  attacked  (hip  on  surface  la  about  this  poaltion 

believed  to  be  a oruieer,  and  reported  that  it  sank  in  15 
•ooondi.  This  was  the  submarine  GRAYLING  which  crash  dived 
and  avoided  damage* 

(16)  1750/6  Commander  Seaplane  Croups  breaks  Transport  Group  into  three 

units*  according  to  their  top  speed  oapability*  end  direots 
them  to  make  maximum  speed  to  westward* 

(17)  0700/7  CinS  Combined  Pleat  alters  course  to  west  toward  fueling 

render vous. 

(ID)  0900  Screening  Force  joins  MOQAMI  and  two  destroyers  ARASHIO  and 
‘ ASASHIO.  MI I'.UllA  sank  at  an  undisclosed  time  during  the  pre- 
ceding night, 

(19)  1400  KA.MIKA.iYA  f.’.VTiU  and  patrol  boat  esoort  depart  to  rendasvous  with 

Aleutians  Lata  Support  Group  for  duty  with  Northern  Force, 

(20)  Rendecvous  of  Combinsd  Fleet  and  its  detachment,  the  Soreonlng 
Fores*  with  the  Supply  Group  ooourred  in  about  Let.  29°  N,* 
Lor.g,  166°  E.  during  afternoon  of  June  7th. 

(21)  CinC  Combined  Fleet  detached  Aleutians  Late  Support  Group  to 
reudervous  with  KAV.IKAA'A  J'ARU  and  thereafter  to  prooeed  to  the 
Aleutiana  Arne  to  join  Northern  Foroa* 
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2nd  Mobil*  Task  Group  launched  first  sir  strike  against 
Dutch  harbor  at  0060,  June  3rd,  from  a position  hearing 
about  186°  (T),  distant  166  miles  therefrom. 

GILLI5  made  contact  with  large  body  of  aircraft  bearing 
052°,  distant  24.4  mi.  from  Dutoh  liarbor. 

A portion  of  the  air  strike  consisting  of  fourteen  horlsontel 
bombers  and  three  fighters  oommenoed  attacks  on  facilities 
and  seaplanes  at  Dutoh  Harbor.  The  attack  group  departed 
from  the  objective  area  about  0416. 

A m oeurch  plane  came  upon  the  2nd  Mobile  Task  Group  and 
was  shot  down  by  defending  fighters.  Three  of  the  survivor e 
were  later  recovered  by  the  cruiser  TAKAC. 

Two  soap  lane  i-  fron  cruiser  TAKAC,  a portion  of  the  seoond 
air  strike  group  en  route  to  bomb  destroyers  anchored  in 
Mukushii  Hay,  encounter  Army  P-4C’e  near  Otter  Point.  On* 
seaplane  was  shot  down  in  combat,  the  other  returned  to  its 
tank  gruvip.  Other  aircraft  in  this  group,  whioh  became 
a a per abed  due  to  weather,  else  encountered  defending  fighters 
at  Otter  Point,  Hone  of  the  id  roraft  reached  their  objective 
in  Makushir.  Day, 

PBY  search  plana  reported  making  oontact  with  an  aircraft 
carrier  and  two  destroyers  in  Lat,  50°-07'  11., Long.  171°-14'  ’>7. 
on  reported  course  160®  (T).  The  pilot  made  an  attempt  tu  bomb 
the  carrier,  but  retired  under  anti-airoraft  fire  which  shot 
out  an  engine. 

Two  HiY'e  armed  with  torpedoes  sight  on  an  enemy  currier,  two 
heavy  orul.sers,  and  three  destroyers  which  they  reported  to  be 
bearing  215°  (T),  dlstanoe  185  miles  from  Dutoh  Harbor.  During 
the  ensuing  two  hours  these  planes  made  amplifying  reports  and 
sent  UC'a  for  radio  direction  finder  bearings.  Finally,  on 
beir.g  recalls  d at  1115,  one  cf  the  planes  attempted  unsuccess- 
fully to  deliver  a torpedo  attaok.  Anti-aircrsft  fire  heavily 
damaged  the  plane,  putting  one  engine  out  of  commission. 

2nd  M..jile  Task  Group  launched  another  sir  strike  against  Dutch 
Harbor  consisting  of  eleven  dive  bombers,  six  her) cental  bnv.bers 
and  fifteen  fighters,  Tho  attack  oorimriioed  at  1563,  f>  portion 
of  the  Dutch  Harbor  strike  group  while  returning  were  attacked 
at.  about  1716  by  American  defending  fighters  over  Otter  Feint 
while  observing  the  airfield  there.  The  eorrler  DYh'Jr  reports 
one  fighter  lest,  two  fighter  and  four  lio.-hera  damaged  for  the 
entire  attack.  The  carrier  JU1JYC  reported  two  fighters  and  two 
bombers  shot  dowr.  and  a third  bomber  lost  operationally. 
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Sever*!  attacks  were  launched  by  Army  Air  Foron  aircraft 
against  the  Japanese  Seoon.i  Mobile  Task  Group  cn  June  4th. 

A D-2C,  one  of  five  based  et  Fort  Randall,  r.ttaoked  with  a 
torpedo  at  about  1100,  dropping  it  so  near  a carrier  that  it 
hit  the  water  beyond  the  target.  A second  3-25  attacked  un- 
successfully about  the  sane  time.  Two  B-17'e  attacked  at 
unspecified  times  during  the  afternoon,  one  of  whloh  was  shot 
down  by  the  oruiser  TAKAO.  Three  B-26's  from  Fort  Glenn 
attaoked  a oruiser  about  184C,  dropping  two  torpedoes.  Neither 
torpedo  hit. 

Commander  Adak-Attu  Occupation  Group  in  compliance  with  CinC 
Combined  Flaet  di  reotive  to  postpone  attack,  on  the  Aleutians 
altered  course  to  the  southwest.  At  1646  he  received  order* 
to  proceed  with  previous  plana.  He  then  commenced  his  run-in 
to  Adak. 

Commander  Northern  Foroe  oanoelled  the  Cocupation  cf  Adak. 
Commender  Adak-Attu  Cocupation  Force  altered  course  to  270° 
and  ahortly  thereafter  oommenoed  his  approaoh  to  Attu. 

Commander  .a  Oooupation  Group  dispatohed  tc  CinC  Combined 
Fleet  the  report  "auooess  in  sudden  attack  and  landing." 

Commander  Attu  Cooupatlon  Group  despatched  to  CinC  Combined 
Fleet  the  report  "success  in  sudden  attaok  and  landing." 

TO  ».6  (INDIANAPOLIS,  NASHVILLE,  LOUISVILLE.  HONOLULU,  3T. LOUIS, 
MCCAJ.,  GILMER,  ORIDLEY,  HUMPHREYS,  and  SABINE)  oommenoed  fueling 
preparatory  to  proceeding  to  Point  Blow,  Lat.  48°  H.,Long»172°  W. 
for  rendesvous  with  the  destroyers  (TO  3.4).  CTF  8 was  in  the 
INDIANAPOLIS, 

Commander  Destroyer  Squadron  One  in  the  oruiser  ABUKUMA  accom- 
panied by  two  destroyers  conducted  reoonnaissanoe  of  Amohitka 
to  looate  suitable  areas  for  airfield  construction.  After  about 
three  hours  the  group  departed  on  sighting  an  alruraft  believed 
to  be  an  American  search  plane. 

'^he  destroyers  CASE,  BROCKS  and  TALBOT  sortied  Makushln  Bay  for 
roudeevcu*  with  remainder  of  TO  8,4  less  DENT  and  TTATESS  (REID, 
SANDS,  KANE,  KINO)  off  Dwtoh  Harbor  and  movement  to  Point  Blow 
to  await  CTF  8 with  TO  8,8. 

The  destroyer  HUMlWfEYd  departed  IG  8.8  to  join  TG  8,4  and  direot 
them  to  prooeod  to  Point  Afirm,  Lat.  46°  N.,  Long.  172°.  The 
HUMPHREYS  was  unable  to  looato  the  destroyers  of  TG  8.4.  She 
rejoined  TQ  8.6  during  the  early  morning  of  June  14th. 


t-j  J)  fcj 


tfKK&IRED 


V 


- 5 - 


(18) 

(19) 


(*0) 


(n) 


(») 

(28) 


(*4) 


OSOO/ll  Commencing  about  0800  June  11th,  the  submarine  S-18,  28,  27, 
28,  34  and  38  on  patrol  atatlona  near  Dutoh  Harbor  returned 
to  Dutoh  Harbor  and  fueled  for  movement  to  western  Aleutians, 

1884/11  Commencing  at  1834  June  11th  and  during  the  emeuing  30  hour* , 
the  submarines  S-1B,  28,  27,  28,  34  and  38  (TO  8.8)  depart 
Dutoh  Harbor  independently  for  patrol  etatiena  off  Attu  and 
Xiaka,  arriving  on  atationa  during  IB -17  June, 

0310/12  The  deatroyer  MCCALL  left  TO  8,8  to  join  TO  8,4  at  Point  Blow 
and  to  direct  their  rendaaroua  with  TO  8,6  at  Lat,  48°  Nt, 
Long,  170°  If,  The  MCCALL  alao  enoountered  the  HUMPHREYS, 
and  provided  that  ahip  with  the  new  rendeavoua  position, 

0000-  The  Seoond  Mobile  Talk  Oroup  prooeeded  north  on  June  12th 

2400/12  from  the  atandby  area  to  a position  about  180  miles  south 
of  Xialea  for  the  purpose  ef  providing  fighter  interoeption 
of  airoraft  attacking  Xiaka,  Poor  weather  oondltiona  pre- 
vented launohlng  operationi.  The  Taek  Oroup  retired  to  the 
atandby  area, 

1700/12  The  deatroyera  comprising  TO  8,4  arrive  at  Point  Blow  and 
ateam  in  violnity  awaiting  arrival  of  TO  8,8, 

/13  The  oerrler  2UZH0  end  four  eaoorting  deatroyera  joined  the 
Beaond  Mobile  Task  Oroup  about  Juno  13th,  and  operated  as  a 
part  of  the  task  group,  Tha  two  battlaahlps  XONOO  and  HXEI 
may  have  been  with  these  ships , 

0440/14  TO  8.4  plus  MCCALL  depart  Point  Blow  for  Lat,  43°  N.,  Long. 
170®  IT. 


(26)  lQOO/li  Aleutians  Lata  Support  Group  arrives  off  Xiaka. 

(26)  0410/16  TO  8,4  joins  TO  8,6,  On  completing  rendeavoua,  the  formation 

altered  oourse  to  the  eastward  and  retired,  * 
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APPENDIX  I 


Orc»nii»tlon  of  Japanaao  Comblnad  Float  for  Midway,  Alautiana 
Oparatioua,  May-Juna  1942 


TASK  ORGANIZATION 


COMBINED  FLEET 


(A)  Moblla_Fo£oa  (lat  Air  Flaat) 

(X)  AlrMtaokOroup 

Oardlv  l (AKAol,  KAO  A) 

Oardlv  2 (SORYU,  HI RYU) 

(2)  Supporting  Group 
Crudiv  O 1 TONE,  GHIKUMA) 

Batdlr  3,  2nd  Sao.  (HARUNA,  KIRISHIMA) 

(3)  Soraanlnt  Group 
riaaron  iC  ^ a liAGARA ) 


Ada.  YAMAMOTO,  laoroku 
V.Adn,  NAGUMO,  Chulohi 


R,  Adn,  HARA,  Tadalohl 
2 OA 
2 BD 


Daadlv  10  (KAZAOUMO,  YUOUMO,  MAKIGUWO,  AKIOOMO) 
Da ad It  17  (OSOKAZB,  URAKAZB,  HAUAKAZE,  TANIKA3E 
Daadlv  4 (N0WAK1,  ARASHI,  KAOIKAZS,  MAIKAZB) 

(4)  Supply  Group 


R.  Adn,  QSUOI,  Uarikaau 
1 OL 

MO)  4 DD 

A3B)  4 DD 

4 DD 


Supply  Group 

IIIBRIrO  HMW,  kyobi  maru, 

HOKO  LtARO 


(B)  Main  Foroa 


(1)  Main  Oroup 

BKar* rtVAMATO,  MUTSU,  NAOATO) 


(2)  Alautlana  Support  Grom 


Batdlv 

ZUIHO 


7>US0,  YAMASHIRO) 


OrudiT  9 ( KITAOAMI , 01) 
Daaron  3 (F)( SENDAI) 


DaadlV  11  (FUBUKI,  SHIPAYUKI,  HATSUYUKl) 

DaadlV  12  ( SHIRAKUMO,  SHINONOME,  USUOUMO, 

WURAKUMO) 

Daadlv  19  (ISOHAMI,  SHIKINAMI,  AYANAU1,  URANAMI) 
DaadlV  20  (AMAOIRI,  ASAOIRI,  YUOIRI,  SAGIRl) 


Adn.  YAMAMOTO,  laoroku 

Adn,  YAMAMOTO,  laoroku 

3 BB 

V.  Adn.  TAKASU,  Shlro 

4 BB 

1 OVL 

2 CL 
1 OL 

3 DD 


(3 ) Supply  Oroup 


NARUTO  MARU,  TGE1  MARC,  TORA  MARU 


and  Oonnandar  Baaa  Air  Foroa, oommandad  foroaa  In  addition  to  thoao  llatad 
haraln.  Thoaa  additional  foroaa  ara  not  inoludad  ainoa  thay  did  not 
partloipata  la  tha  Dattla  of  Midway, 


i 


V.  A din,  KONDO,  Nobutakl 


(0)  Occupation  Poroe  (2nd  Pleat) 


(1) 


2nd  Pleat  Oroup 

iatilv  5.  let  Seo.  (KONGO,  HIKI) 

Orudiv  4,  lit  Seo.  (ATAOO,  CHOKAI ) 

Orudiv  5 (HAOURO,  MYOKO) 

Dacron  4 (PKOTRI) 

DeediT  2 (YUDAOHI,  MURASAMti,  HARUSAMB, 
Deadly  9 (ASA3UM0,  SHNEGUMO,  NATSUOUMO) 
3 supply  chips 


V.  Adm.  KONDO,  Nobutakl 
?.  BQ 


SAMIDARil) 


2 CA 

2 CA 
1 CL 
4 DD 

3 DD 
3 AO-AF 


(2)  Transport  Oroup 
(a}  Transports 

wmrmij,  zbnyo  maru,  brazil  maru, 

AKOBNTINA  MARU,  AZUMA  MARU,  KIR13H1MA  MARU, 

KANO  MARU,  #2  TOA  MARU,  AKBBONO  MARU,  HOKUR1KU  MARU 

008HU  MARU,  KB1YO  MARU 

SBICHO 


R.  Adm,  TANAKA,  Raiso 


10  AP,AK,AO 
2 APV 
1 XOL 


(b) 


Olose  Screen  R,  Adm.  TANAKA, 

BesronS"TT7(  JINTSU) 

Deadly  18  (KUROSHIO,  0YA3JU0,  NATSUSHIO) 

Deadly  IS  (HATSUKAZB,  YUKIKAZB,  AMATSUKAZB, 

T0K1TSUKAZB) 

Deadly  16  (KASUMI,  ARARB,  KAOBRO,  SHIRANUKI ) 

3 Patrol  Boats 


Raiso 
1 CL 

3 DD 

4 DD 
4 DD 
3 PC 


(3)  Olose  Support  Oroup  R,  Adm.  KURITA,  Kano 

Wusfl 7T  T WHODT'S^ZUYA , MOOAMI,  MIKUMO)  4 OA 

Desdiv  S (ARASH10,  ASA3H10,  03KI0,  MIOHISHIO)  4 DD 


(4)  Seaplane  Tender  Oroup  R,  Adm.  FUJITA, 

Seaplane  Tender  Bi v. 1 1 (CHITQSB,  KAMIKAWA  MARU) 

KAYASKIO 
Patrol  Boat  #38 


Ruitaro 


2 AV 
1 DD 


(8)  Minesweeper  Oroup 

llineiweep  BIt  lC  (TAMA  MARU  3,8 
SHOitCA  MARU  7,8 
MBIYO  MARU 

YAMAPUKU  MARU)  8 YMS 

Submarine  chasers  4-8  3 SC 


(D)  Northern  Poroe  (6th  Fleet) 

mm — 

esoorts 


V.  Adm.  HOSOKAYA,  Shleejlro 
Oapt.  K I YOTA,  Takahlko  1 CA 
2 DD 


unclassified 


Ji*»  'iMWni' 


(1)  Saoond  Mobil a Talk  Group 

wyairTimror  totot 

Orudir  4,  2nd  Sao.  (TAKAO,  MAYA 
Diadlv  7 (USHIO,  OBORO,  AKEBQHQ 
TSIYO  UARU 


(2)  Adak-Attu  Oooupatlon  Group 
Baaron  1 {ffkWmr 
DaadW  21  (WAKABB,  HATSUSHIM), 
NBNOHI,  HATSUHARA) 

KXUXKAftA  MARU 
8HX0KA2S 

KXNU3ASA  MARU,  (l  Army  Battalion) 
KQOONU  MARU 


R.  Ada,  TSUNODA,  KaJcuji 

1 CV,  1 CVL 

2 CA 

3 DD 
1 AO 

R»  A dm,  OMORX,  Santaro 

1 OA 

4 DD 
1 XAV 
L DD 
1 AP 
1 DU 


(8)  &I3KA  Oooupatlon  Group  Oapt,  i 

BtuBIt  81  (IT§S7  TALiAT 

Orudir  22  (A3AKA  MARU,  AiTATA  MARU) 

Daadlv  27 
Daadir  6 

HAKU8AN  MARU,  KUUAOAttA  UARU  (MAXZURU  Spaoial  Landing 

Poroa) 

Subchaaar  Dir*  18 

KA1KO  MARU,  SHUMK0T8U  MARU,  HAKUHO  MARU 


Oapt,  OHMO,  Takajl 


L • 

2 OL 

2 XCL 

3 DD 
2 DD 

2 AP 
7.8  80 
8 FG 


(E)  Submarina  Poroa  M 

(1)  Midway  Submarina  Oroup 

fuSrSa"  5 ir-IWTWS»l71,  174,  176) 

Subron  8 (1-166,  187,  188,  168,  184,  168,  166) 
Bubdir  18  (X-121,  122,  123) 

(2)  Alautlana  Submarine  Group 

lubron  1 (l-B,  Id,  17,  iB,  28,  26) 

(P)  Baaa  Air  Foroa  \ 

(1)  4th  Air  Attack  Poroa  V 

(a)  lot  Poroi  (CHITOSF.  Air  Oroup) 

(b)  2nd  Poroa  (FIRST  Air  Group) 

(o)  3rd  Poroa  ( FOURTEENTH  Air  Group) 

(d)  Spaoial  Duty  Unita 
XAMOX 

GO 3 HU  MARU  (with  Tranaport  Oroup) 

PARAM  MARU 
TACKIKAZB 


V.  Ada.  KOMATSU,  Taruhiaa 


V.  Ada.  TSUKAHAHA,  Niahlao 


V,  Ada.  GOTO,  Bljl 


37  VP 
42  VPB 
21  VF 
30  VPB 
16  VP 

1 CVS 
1 APV 
1 AK 
1 DD 


nh  2 

f\  +f  £ 


APPENDIX  II 


Organieation  of  United  State*  Foroei  for  Midway  - Aleutian 
Operation* , May- Juno,  1942 


TASK  ORGANIZATION 

(A)  Carrier  striking  foroe 

(D  tp  id 

(a)  Carrier  Group 

Krftktelst 

CVG  6 
HORNET 
CTO  8 

(b)  Cruleer  group 


Cruleer  croup 

MimmrVainiBAPOLXs.  vincennes, 


NORTHAMPTON,  PENSACOLA 
ATLANTA 

(o)  Deitroyer  Oroup 

PHELPS,  WORDEN,  MONAOHAN 
ALYVS1N,  BALCH,  CONY  NO  HAM 
BENHAM,  ELLET,  MAURY 

(2)  TP  17 

(a)  barrier  Group 

VflUKtolW 

VP -3 
VB-3 
VT-3 
VS-5 

(b)  Cruleer  Oroup 


cruleer  oroup 
ASTORIA,  PORTLAJi 


(o)  Deitroyer  Soreen 

rtAi^ANN,  rtitoftss,  :crris 

ANDERSON,  RUSSELL,  GHTN* 

(3)  TP  11** 

(a)  Carrier  Group 
SARA*OA 

(b)  Cruleer  Oroup 


SAN  DIEOO 

(o)  Deitroyer  Soreen 

li/illAN,  SMITH,  PRESTON,  LAFFEY 


R.  Ada.  FLETCHER,  Prank  J. 

R.  Ada.  SPRUANCE,  Raymond  A. 
Capt.  MURRAY,  George  D. 

1 CV 

27  F4P,  88  SBD,  14  TBD 
1 CV 

27  F4F,  37  SBD,  18  TBD 

R.  Ada.  E1NKAID,  Thome*  0. 

8 Oil 
1 CLAA 

Capt.  EARLY,  Alexander  R. 


R.  Adra.  FLETCHER,  Frank  J. 
Capt.  BUCKVASTER,  Elliot 

1 CV 
26  F4F 
16  SBD 
18  SBD 
13  TBD 

R.  Adm.  SMITH,  William 

2 CA 


R.  Adm.  FITCH.  Aubrey 


1 CA 
1 CLAA 


•*TF  11  did  not  arrive  from  the  mainland  in  time  to  participate  in  the  aotion 
off  Midway. 


UNCLASSfFIED 


Vi  ft' 


(B)  Morth  Faolflo  Force 

( 1 ) Air  Soaroh  Croup 
Wtfting  WUR 
BoraRon  38  (Anry) 


WILLIAMSON,  OILLIS 

Cisco 

(2)  Surf aoo  soar oh  Croup 


ORIOLE 

6 Coast  Guard  i 

14  District  Patrol  Vessel* 

(3)  Air  Striking  Croup* 

Pursuit  SqAs.'ll'.  ia,  64  (Any) 

BomRons  36,  77  (Army) 

BonOroup  2S  (Amy) 

FlghtRon  70S  12 
Canadian  FlghtRon 
Canadian  ReoooRon 

(4)  Dastrovar  Striking  Croup 

BROOKS,  SANDS,  KANE,  DENT, 
HUMPHREYS,  KING,  WATERS 


R.  Adm.  THEOBALD,  Robert  A. 
Capt.  GENRES,  L.E. 


(5)  Submarine  Croup 

WiVirTSrfa, 


23,  27,  28,  34,  36) 


(0)  Main  Body 

TOffOTmiS,  LOUISVILLE 
NASHVILLE,  ST.  LOUIS,  HONOLULU, 
GRIDLEY,  MC  CALL, 

GILMER,  TALBOT 


20  FBY 
3 VSO 
2 8-17 
2 LB-30 
2 AVD 
1 A VP 


1 AO 
1 All 
6 YP 
14  YP 


60  P-40 
26  P-5P 
12  B-36 
6 B-17 
14  B-2b 
12  P4F 
30  VP 
16  Roooo, 


2 DD 
7 ODD 


6 SS 


2 CA 

3 CL 
2 DD 
2 ODD 


■isi .. 

Kill. 

.('i, 


(7)  Tanlcort 

TOswr 


(C)  TP  1 


(1)  Carrier  Oroup 


V.  A dm,  PYI,  william  S. 


12  F4P  6 SOC 


1 AO 


1 CVB 


«Rxaoi  oompoaition  of  this  group  far  led.  Rel'nforoemente  arrived  daily  before 
ar.d  during  the  notion. 


L 


• T • 


UNCLASSIFIED 


h r 


I 


(2)  Ifcia  Body 

WWaTOfnraA,  MARYLAND,  COLORADO,  IDAHO, 

TEMNESSK6,  NEW  MEXICO,  MISSISSIPPI  7 BB 

(3)  Destroyer  Sorssn* 

ORA VIM,  DUNLAP,  FANNING,  AARON  HARD, 

CtJSHINO,  PORTBR,  DRAYTON,  DALE  8 DD 


(D)  tubmarlns  fora*  (TP  T)  R,  Adm,  ENGLISH,  Robert  H. 

(1)  Midway  Patrol  (TO  7.1) 

raJTO'WW',  GRENADIER,  TAUBOR, 

TROUT,  GRAYLING,  NAUTILUS,  GROUPBR 

OUDOSON,  CUTTLRPISH,  PLYING  PISH,  CACHALOT  12  SS 


(2)  Support  patrol  (TO  7,2) 

nSIIRAL',  RWflta,  triqqkr 


3 ss 


(3)  Oahu  Patrol  (TO  7.3) 

FAfiMH,  RSb.  finback,  growler 


4 ss 


(2)  Hawaiian  Soa  Prontior 


R.  Ada.  BAOLXY,  David  W. 


(l)  Midway  Looal  Defenses**  Oapt.  S1MAKS, 

VMSZ21 
VUSB  241*** 

Marino  8th  Defense  Batt. 

2nd  Raider  Bat*  Oetaohaent 

Patrol  Craft  (Pi’s  20,  21,  22,  24,  26,  26,  27,  28, 

29,  30,  42).  Also  4 YP's. 

Patrol  Wing  Reinforcements 
Hawaiian  Air  Foroe  Reinforcements 

VT-fl  Detaohaent 


C.T, 

21  P2A,  7 F4P 
19  SBD,  17  SB2U 


11  FT,  4 YP 
80  PBY 
17  B-17 
4 B-28 
6 TBF 


i 


•BALE,  (JRATSil,  BURLAP.  FANNING  and  AAS5N  WARD  were  Initially  aligned  by 

OINCPAO  to  TF  11*  They  joined  TF  1,  however,  on  June  1st,  In  their  plaoe 
the  SMITH,  PRESTON  and  MAHAN  were  provided,  and  sailed  on  June  1st  with 
SARATOGA,  SAN  DIEGO  and  LAFFEY  for  Pearl  Harbor. 

• •The  air  strength  on  Midway  varied  from  day  to  day.  Reinforcements  ware 
dispatched  from  Oahu  as  required  to  maintain  the  air  etrength  on  Midway  at  a 
maximum, 

• ••This  squadron  had  only  29  pilots.  One  pilot  was  lusujd  by  VUF  221  ranking 
30  pilots  available. 


m a 


UNCLASSIFIED 


appmkdix  in 


Sun»aary  of  Ja pane at  Damage 
Midway  irw 


June  4th 

2 air or ait  carriers  • KAQI  tad  SORTfU  tunk. 

2 aircraft  carrier*  - AKAQI  and  HIRTU  heavily  damaged. 

1 tanker  - AK1B0N0  MARU  damaged. 

alrorafti  48  oarriar  type*  ahot  down 

189  oarriar  typa  loat  aboard  earrlara 

or  making  watar  landing 

••75T  total  oarriar  aircraft  loat 

Juna  8th 

2 aircraft  oarrlara  - AlCAOI  and  HIRYU^aunk. 

1 haary  oruiaar  - MIKUUA  damaged. 

Juna  6th 

1 heavy  oruiaar  - MIKUUA  aunk. 

1 haary  oruiaar  - ICO AMI  damaged. 

2 deatroyara  - ARASHIQ  and  ASA&HIO  damaged. 

••••Total  loaaaa  - Personnel  - 2800  nan 
Aleutians  Araa 

Juna  3rd 

Aircraft  • 3 

Juna  4th 

Aircraft  - <3 
Juna  B-14  Mo  raport 


• Japanese  report  IS  of  own  airora/t  ahot  down  in  aerial  oombat  or  by  enemy 
antl-airoraft.  Many  more  Japa&eaa  aircraft  arc  reported  waking  "emergency 
watar  landings".  8ona  landi&ga  of  thia  typo  ware  duo  to  inability  to  land  on 
damaged  or  burning  oarriar  deokaj  othera  to  damage  incurred  in  aerial  combat. 
Translation  of  TOC  16C085-B,  raeorda  or  AXAQI,  KAOA.  SORYU  and  EIRYU  liata  thaaa 
loaaaa. 

••Japaneae  raport  total  aircraft  loot  Midway  oparationa  268  planoa  of  all  typoa. 
Thia  ia  aaaumed  to  inoluda  plane  loaaaa  of  MIKUMA,  MOOAM1,  CHITOSB,  KAMIKAWA 
MARU,  ZUIHO  and  planaa  from  battlaahipa  and  other  oruiaara.  No  raport  of  thaaa 
loaaaa  ia  available.  Sea  US3BS  Queationnaira  #14. 

• ••The  heavily  damaged  oarrlora  AKAOT  and  HIRYU  ware  torpedoed  by  own  deatvoyera 
early  on  Juna  5th  beeauaa  of  impoaalblllty  of  aalvaga. 

••••USSBS  Queationnaira  #14. 


UfTOSSIFIED 


Suaaaary  of  U.B.  Da 
Midway  Atm 


June  4th 

1 airoraft  oarrier  - YORK 

Airoraft i 

Any  Midway  baa  ad  2,  Mary  oarriar  SB  and  Midway  baaad  7 
total  96)  Marina  Oorpa  Midway  baaad  28. 

June  6th 
Aircrafts 

Anay  Midway  baaad  2j • Navy  oarriar  baaad  2)  Marina 
Oorpa  Midway  baaad  1* 


YQRKTOWN  damaged 


126  loot 


6 loat 


Juna  6th 

1 daatroyar 
1 airoraft  oarriar 
Aircraft  oarriar  baaad 


HAKUANN  avuik 
YORKTOWN  damaged 


1 loot 


Juna  7th 

1 airoraft  oarriar 


YORKTOWN*  eunk 


••Total  airoraft  loot  Midway  area  TS7  loat 

•••Total  personnel  loat  307  (aboul 

Alautlana  Area 

Juna  3rd 

Airoraft,  Army,  land  baaad  1 

Juna  4th 

Airoraft,  Army,'  land  baaad  6 

June  3- 7 th 

Airoraft,  Mary,  land  baaad  9 

Juna  7-1 4th 

Airoraft,  Nary  and  Army,  land  baaed  6 

4 ••••Total  airoraft  loat  75 

£ •••••Total  paraonnal  loot  t 

f *to!UW0WW  aank  on  June  7th  from  damage a XSFReTaS  by  submarine  on  4une  6th. 

••0IN0PA0  raporta  total  airoraft  loat  Midway  araa  aa  148  Army,  Nary  and  Marine 
Oorpa  plaaaa*  Thii  it  broken  down  into  Army,  Midway  baaed  4,  Nary  oarriar  and 
Midway  baaad  114)  Navy  oruiaer  baaed  1)  Marine  Corps,  Midway  baaad  29,  The 
dlffaranoa  of  16  planes  between  CiNCPAC'i  analysis  and  this  analysis  la  presumed 
to  be  largely  due  to  planes  striokan  from  the  Navy  rooords  as  being  uneoonomioal 
to  i verhaul, 

•••Aotion  Report  CINCPAC,  Battle' of  Midway,  Serial  01849  dated  June  28th,  1942,  p.l, 
••••A  firm  statement  of  airoraft  losses  during  the  Aleutians  Phase  of  the  Battle  of 
Midway  oannot  be  made  in  detail  from  tha  rsoords  available  to  the  Naval  War  Collaga. 
••♦••Paraonnel  losses  Alautlana  not  availablo* 


rill 


UN€fcASSlFIED 


